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BABY DINOSAURS
All baby dinosaurs hatched from eggs, but not every
egg looked the same. They came in different shapes and
sizes, but they all had hard shells to keep the babies
growing inside safe until they hatched

dinosaurs

Orirdptor egq Diplodocus eqg

Warm nest lining

browth gpurt
Baby dinosaurs looked
like their parents, but
were much smaller.

C,o,sy blanket

A baby Apatosavrus
weighed about the same
as an adult goose, but by

the time it was fully grown
it weighed more than six
African elephants|
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TRIASSIC TIMES

Dinosaurs first appeared on Earthin
the Triassic period, which lasted from around
250 to 200 million years ago. At the beginning
of the Triassic period the world was a very
different place The continents were joined
tosut%cr in one diant landmass, called p;mgaca,
which was sorrounded by a vast ocean

brehistoric landscape

It was so hot and dry that most
of the planet was covered in
desert. The plants that grew were
strange Prel‘ustorvc ferns and
palm-like trees, called cycads

Prehistoric fern

Balancing tail

foraptor

Some Triassic dinosaurs were small and
fast. One of the first was the meat
eater, Eoraptor. It was about the size
of adog and walked on two legs.

Herrerasaurus

This dinosaur was one of the largest
predators of its time. It was as long
as a car and welghed as much as a Nile
crocodile. Meat-eating dinosaurs like
this one are called carnivores

azor—sharp
teeth

Plateosqurus

Not all Triassic dinosaurs were fierce
meat eaters. Some, like Plateosavrus, “exlble
were hude plant eaters that walked on
two or four legs. Plant-eating dinosaurs
are called herbivores

\\eavy tail

Liliensternus

These crested dinosaurs
were ferocious fast-moving
predators They probably
preyed on much
slower dinosaurs, such
as Plateosavrus
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Pangaea breaks

JURASSIC TIMES ip

The Jurassic period was the ‘Ade of Giants’ when
huge savropod dinosaurs ruled the Earth Pangaea
started to break up and rain began to fall on Earth's
deserts. More plants grew, providing food for all
sorts of new plant-eating dinosaurs, This period
lasted from around 200 to 145 million years ago

' Long neck
Diplodocus

Giant plant eaters
Sauropods were a group of giant plant-eating
dinosaurs, including DP/odocus and Brachiosaurus.
Dijplodlocus had a really long neck and an even
longer tail Its neck was so massive that it cooldn't
ift it much above shoulder heigkt.

Big appetite
Brachiosaurus was
enormous| Tt weighed in at
around 20 to 40 tonnes
and was a whopping 26
metres in length. It used
its extended neck like a
graffe to reach for the
hishest leaves, and had to
eat around 120 kilograms
of leaves a day just
to survivel

Brachiosaurus

Yilling machine
Allosaurus was a deadly kiling
machine. At up to 12 metres in
length, it was far smaller than
the massive savropods ~ but
it would use its sharp teeth and
claws to bring a sauropod downl

Mosaurus

feathers

Archaespteryx Ts it a bird?
Archaeapteryx shows the link
between dinosaurs and prehistoric
birds. It had feathers and a beak,
but claws and teeth like a dinosaur.

1t was the size of a big pigeon

Armour-plated
Plant-eating Stegosavrus
had two rows of bony plates
running down its back and
a spiked tail, which it used

to defend itself.
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CRETACEOUS TIMES Protective frill
In the Cretaceous period the world as we know
it began to take shape Flowering plants started to
appear and continents drifted apart. As land moved,
dinosaurs were cut off from other dinosaurs of their
kind and began to change. This meant there were

Triceratapi

Triceratops was an enormous
beast. It had three hoge horns
on its face and a bony frill
around its head. It was as
heavy as a fully-grown African
elephant, and very bulky.
DesPi(‘.e its fearsome looks,
it was a plant eater.

more kinds of dinosaur than ever before

Vifferent continents form

North America

1. Strothiomimus

2. Edmontosaurus

3 Utahraptor

“. Tyrannosaurus rex
5. Tricerataps
Lurope

6. Iguariodon

7. Telmatosaurus

&rﬂrlﬂaﬁurué‘
rex

Asia

8 Ovirgptor

9. Velociraptor

10. Therizinosaurus
1. Tarchia

South America

12. Giganotosaurus
13, Irritator
Mrica

14. Carcharodontosaurus
15. Spinosavrus

Uever Clogs

Although it was only smal,
Troodon had a surprisingly

India larde brain. This meant
16. Isisaurus it was much cleverer than
Antarctica other dinosaurs. It also had
17. Trinisaora big eyes, which sugdests
Rustralia : o

it hunted at night.
18. Savannasaurus
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GREAT AND SMALL

Althoogh we think of dinosaurs as huge, scary beasts, they weren't X hnt'sile Predator
all giant Predators Some, like T-rex were big and fierce, but others
were small, and many of the bigdest dinosaurs were herbivores. Some of the smallest dinosaur
skeletons ever found belong
to Microraptor. It was only
about the size of a crow
and had four winds|

or

BONN“’_nx

thicken

Giant killer

\«/eighing in at around eight tonnes, Giganotosaums
was Probably even bigder than Tyrannosaorus rex.
But even Giganotosavrus wasn't the biggest meat eater..

= A=
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o MONSTERS OF THE DEEP fgpers

Dinosaurs did not live in the sea, but the Prehistor‘ic underwater world was
@ teeming with life. There were familiar creatuores, such as crabs and jellyfish,
but swimming alongside them were some troly terrifying sea reptiles

Iabtb/maurus

BonER

3ellyﬁsi?

Terrible crocodile

Deinosuchus lurked in estoaries. It looked like a giant crocodile,
with rows of terrifying teeth. It was big and bad and would take
on any dinosaurs that dared to venture near the water's edgel
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~ IN THE SKIES

Up above the prehistoric landscape

Ugly beast
Dirnarp/rodan was a hideous
looking flying beast, with
a huge head and boggle eyes.

soared the strandest creatures of all -
the pterosaurs. These weren't dinosaurs.
They were fl lying reptiles, with wings
made from leathery skin.

BONNIER

Prehigtoric bird

Ichthyornis was
a prehistoric seabird,
about the size of
a pigeon. It looked
like a modern gull but
had a set of sharp teeth
It nested on the coast
and hunted fish

Wide
wingspan

blider

Pteranodon’s body was
small compared to its

wings. It probably soared = ah Py .
like a gther, rather than auetlalcoatlﬂ\\

flapping its wings.

flying giant

% Quetzalcoatlus was one of the largest known flying creatures of all
< time. Tt had an extra-long fourth finger to support its huge wingspan

L
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DEATH OF THE DINOSAURS

Dinosaurs disappeared from our planet about 65 millon
years ado. It wasn't just the dinosaurs that A‘sappeared
The gigantic swimming and flying reptiles also vanished

Dinosaur detectives
Luckily, we know a lot about
dinosaurs from the fossilized

bones, footprints, nests, eqgs and
droppings they left behind

hsteroid

breat mystery

The death of the dinosaors
is one of the world's
greatest mysteries There
are lots of different ideas.
Many people think that a
huge asteroid from space
collided with Earth.

The survivors
Not all iving thmgs died. Smaller reptiles,
birds and some plants survived Even

vo'canlc crocodiles managed to live through
CruPtiOnS whatever happened and they are
Other scientists still around today.
believe that volcanic
eruptions might

have released toxic
dases that killed
lots of plants

SURVIVORS

Crocodiles

Pre]m tum»

ana animals.

Lizards

fern
2 2. The creature’s flesh and 3. Many years pass and the
“OW FOSSI'S rorm skin gradually starts to rot sand or mud eventually turns
1. Fossils are formed over many away, but the bones are to rock. The imprint of the
thousands of years. The process left behind. The remains are creature is left in the rock
begins when a creature dies covered by sand or mud This is a fossil




