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AMAZING RAINFORESTS

Rainforests can be foond all
around the world in places where
there’s lots of rain. They are home
to millions of different plants
and animals. Let’s explore some of
the world's rainforests and their
fascinating features...

The Amazon

The Amazon is the biggest rainforest in the world
1t is home to over 400 types of mammals, and
thovsands of different types of birds, ish and

bugs. The pink river dolphin is one amazing Amazon

animal that can't be found anywhere else on Earth
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“hncient forests

The rainforests of
Asia started growing
over 70 million years
agol There are areas

of bamboo forest
here, which are home

to avery onique
type of bear...
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Understorey layer

Beneath the canopy, yound trees, .
shrubs and palmg grow. Earge 7 0“ th‘ "ay url
leaves help these plants catch " Vines called lianas start ife on the
as much sonlight as possible forest floor or in the canopy. They
wind themselves around other plants
as they grow up towards the light.

A huge drop

As there are so many leaves
to fall t\wrough it can take
10 minutes for a raindrop
to reach the ground| But
the forest floor still floods

when there's heavy rain
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PLENTY OF PLANTS ol tre

From gigantic trees to meat-eating plants and stinky flowers,
tropical rainforests are home to some of the weirdest and
most unique P\ants on the Planet In fact, most types of Plant
that exist on E-arth can be found in the rainforest.

Nummingbird

Titan arum

Bromeliads
A bromeliad's long, curved leaves
form a bowl that catches rainwaten.

Tropical
pitcher Flant

The bug-eating
P\tcher plant is
asweet, slippery
trap. It attracts
insects with its
pleasant smell
When a bug lands,
it slips on the

One bromeliad can provide a cosy
home for more than 250 different
types of living creatures.
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Widden treats

A heliconia hides its
Flowers inside brightly
coloured leaves called

Rafflesia

j The rafflesia (say: raf-lee-see-a), Pracis wy c?"w" Types
plant’s smooth A e o ligpis the of hurr;:;mgbnrd can get
surface an: world's lardest Flow' e to a heliconia’s s“\:eet
dlropsdnntodt & grow to more than 1 metre widel et e A
qm inside.
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Buttress roots

When trees grow very tall, they need extra support to stand
Uprwght Most troPica| trees grow long, wide, wavy roots called
buttress roots, which stop them faling over.

These two supersized plants are famous for being

D very smellyl Their scents attract insects that

carry the plants’ pollen to other flowers. This Fe|Ps
even more pongy plants to grow!
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: " Little bittern / ““
Red river hog v 1= : Nile crocodile

Red river }\093 like to hang out near
swamps and rivers, where they snif £
around for roots to eat. These small
wild pigs are also excellent swimmers|

BY THE RIVER

Tropical rainforests contain some
of the world's largest rivers. The
rivers and nearby land provide
food and shelter for many animals.
Let's take a trip down the Congo
River in Africa to learn more
about life by the water

Crocodiles lie on riverbanks
waiting for prey. They open
their mouth to Keep cool,
Just like a panting dogl

yaNtey m
o (ameroon otter
hbove the surface

Tnsects such as damselflies

hover just above the water

in search of other insects
to eat. Tastyl

TYPES OF RIVER

Lungfigh

The prehistoric lungfish has
been around for nearly
400 million years| Unlike

Nippopotamus

Uearwater river
Clearwater rivers are clear
in colour and flow speedily

ﬂ'\rough very old rocky
areas. Lots of plants grow
around this type of river

Blackwater river
Blackwater rivers are dark
brown or black. They may look
morky, but these rivers contain
some of the cleanest natural
waters in the world|

Whitewater river
Whitewater rivers aren't
white at all, but ligkt brown —
like chocolate milkl This colour
comes from soil that has
washed into the water.

To keep cool under the scorching African sun,

pros spend most of their days in the water.

They can hold their breath under the surface
for up to five minutes|

most fish, it can breathe
air just like we do, using its

specially adapted londs.
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LIVING ON LAND

From tiny insects to 'huse elephants, the forest
floor is busy with a variety of wildlife. These
creatures all have clever ways of surviving,
whether theyre Predators lnunting for dinner,
or prey scaring of f their attackers|

Leopard

The understorey layer is the perfect
Funt"mg ground for leopards. Their
sharp eyes can catch the smallest

movements, even in low hght

blass frog

Glass frogs have
seefthrough skin
This helps them
blend into the
forest and escape
hungry honters.

Python
A python's colour is usvally similar to its
haitat. This helps it to hide before pouncing
on its prey. The snake then uses its strong
body to squeeze its victims to death. Eekl

Peanut-head bug
A Peamt—head bug's
large head makes it
look bigger than it is to
warn off attackers. If

that doesn't work, it. .
can shoot out a stinky Leaf htter

spray tool

Who lives here?
<L~ 0 e

| ~ e~ i
.C>°

biant anteater
By Flicking its long tongue up to 160 L 3?’
times a minute, a giant anteater is able
to catch and eat thousands of ants and
termites each day. Yornmyl
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LIFE UP HIGH

Animals in the canopy layer have special features that

heJP them live l'ngl'\ up in the rainforest trees. Let's see

who's Far\ging around in the treetops and learn more
about these fascinating animals

flying snake

Flying snakes take
a clever shortcut
to get from tree
to tree. Instead of
slithering up from
the floor, they propel
themselves of f
branches and dlide
t}vrouglﬂ the airl

Orangutan

The name ‘orandutan’
means person of the
forest’. These apes
spend nearly all their
time in the trees
They even sleep in
leafy nests high opin

the branches.

Ulever crawler!

hJosipk's kfoakt (catirpnnars . . ‘os]sa : : “Wler monkﬁy

chew Tree barK tor hours an ossa uses its long tail to balance he mﬂt‘lﬂé ries of howlel ke .
hours. They use it to cover on high branches. This catlike animal -S:hegpd 0 mm&ﬁm
their cocoon (hard outer has sharp claws and terrifying teeth ‘ loud callfs?:nessa ge to Dtk‘;;maﬁiﬁaﬁfa
cases), to protect them as which it uses to catch prey. \ JithsEpate ket
they c}\ange into a moth. \ o) NTER
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THE AMAZON RAINFOREST

The Amazon is the biggest rainforest on Earth, stretchmg across nine
South American countries. It is a very important habitat becavse more
than half of all types of plants and wildlife can be found here.

Nagsive menu
Lots of the fruit, vedetables, nuts and spices that we eat were first found in the Amazon

Winding water

. The Amazon River is
Super svimmer around 6400 kiometres
long. It empties millons of
ARNIER: Lot
% ocean every second|

|engﬂw of the Amazon
River in 66 daysl Banana

biranha

Piranhas are one of the many dangerous
animals found in the Amazon River. These
meat-eating fi ish have very sharP teeth.
They hunt in large groups called shoals|

farth's lungs 1 live here!

The Amazon is sometimes called the ‘Earth's longs' oxy gen There are around 400
because the plants here produce 20 per cent of different groups of people

all the fresh air that we breathe. that live in the Amazon

’ rainforest. The lardest

group are the Yanomami

people who live in big,

round huts called shabonos.
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CARE AND BE FAIR

Sometimes we take too much from the rainforest. We
end up damaging these special places and disturbing the
amazing wildlife that live there. We must look after
these forests to make sure we don't lose them forever.
So what can we do to keep them safe?

SAVE THE EARTH

There is a lot that we can do to heIP look after the world around us, even from our own homes

<
Reduce Reuse Recycle
Torn off taps and switch of f Think before you throw Put your rubbish in the
hghts Do you carry your lunch to thlngs away. Can you use rig‘ht bin. You can recycle
school ina P\astic bag? You could them againina different paper, cans, glass, cardboard
use a reusable lonchbox instead! and creative way? and lots morel

Manting wild flowers

Look, but don't touch!

Millions of tourists Visit rainforests every year.
Cars and litter can harm the land, and if Peop|e get
too close to the wildlife, this can disturb the animals.

Nesting box
for birds

Bug b
@ ug house

.

attle farm

w  Bird feeder
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