‘Explore small habitats
In nature
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Have you ever lain down in long grass and watched bugs
scuttling around? Or looked info the branches of a tree and Predators Herbivores
A : Th t Th Is that
wondered how many creatures live there? : B gl 7ty cnf;i:{;;’;“;‘_‘s =
Nature is full of small worlds. Every environment contains q & (/';‘i\
different plants and animals which work together in g\“ J <
wonderful ways to survive. But lean in a little closer - ‘ v B\«
turn over the leaves on a forest floor; venture into a cave;
or peer into the crown of a Brazil nut tree — and you will : @ v g
find diverse and complex habitats which are, - Decomposers

5 5 2 & A living thing such as a plant, fungus
literally, crawling with life. 'L‘ or bug that breaks down other living -

creatures that have died.

In this book you will find eight, very different, small worlds.
You will look behind rocks and through meadow grass,

you will see what is under the earth and you will peer Animal homes

into the hollow trunks of trees. Animals find many ways to
shelter from predators and
raise their babies.

Relationships
Sometimes different life forms
behave in ways that help each
other. These are called symbiotic
relationships'.

What will you discover?
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The leaf litter on a forest floor is a busy small worId
In this North American forest, the many animals hide from

L

Leaves collect under woodland
trees — especially in autumn - and
create a home for many bugs. What
has this American robin found?

4 : Fungi grow well e
g : A ( . . 7 in leaf litter, where there is plenty

Little birds, like this chickadee, ’{k A grey squirrel s nibbling % . of water and rotting plants.

eat berries and bugs. a pine cone to release the

small seeds.

Leaf litter isn’t just made
up of dead leaves. It also 4
contains soil, stones, tree

roots and sticks” These hold|

plenty ofair and water,

making it a good home. )3
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The foul-smelling skunk \ 4
cabbage thrives in damp places. ; Toads and frogs keep their skin >
Some creatures think it { damp by lurking in decomposing £
smells good! T = leaves, Canyou find one?




ALPINE MEADOW

The sun is shining on a high mountain meadow in the Swiss Alps
in southern Europe. Even a small area of the meadow is full of life.
Flowers and fungi grow, bees buzz and crickets sing.
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Wax cicadas are insects that Rt e

ooze 2 sugaty fiqeld calied bird droppings and other insects.
honeydew. Ants collect it to T e o el
o i feed to their larvae. 5

As the sun sets over a rainforest on the island of e e A

Borneo in Southeast Asia, a colony of Malaysian giant
ants gets busy. The ants’ nest and environment make :

gur p - fi
a fascinating small world. The forest is hot and lush a::tehaerr‘tcs;;yrz;“

P ! giant ants. They have.
with plants growing everywhere. y ’ ) come to fight their

neighbours!

An alate *
inged ant) is ready

At night, when itis
harder for predators to
~ find them, the worker
* ants leave the nest in
search of food.

Ants live in groups called
colonies, and they share the work
of building the nest, finding food and
caring for their young. This nest is
mostly underground.and has been built
under the thick roots of a tall rainforest
tree. It may contain up to 7,000 ants.

Thed\:\m_ l;a/flittef’is
) the perfect place for
seeds to start growing.
Gl

As leaves die and rot, the nutrients
they contain pass into the soil
below. This helps new plants to
grow, which provide food for ants
and other insects.




temperatures soar to around 48° Celsius.

7 > The burning heat of the day makes life difficult
S I L <~ and fierce winds can bring sandstorms. Only
A “m hardy plants like date palms can survive when
: ; 4 N
The Sahara Desert is one of the hottest, driest places on Earth //'

and few animals can live there. Many of them may be found
near an oasis, a place in the desert where there is water.

N A7)/ Desert shrubs like
V)~ this saxaul tree
~ have small leaves.

What is hiding
behind this shrub?

A chukar partridge
has found a white
broom plant. Eating
| plants is a good way to
get water when there is
none to drink.

Nile crocodiles lie still with just their
eyes and nostrils poking above the water.

W

Darkling beetles scuttle across the
sand on tip-toe so they don’t burn
their feet. Lumps and bumps on
; their skin collect dew-water that the

from the earth after the rains. beetles can drink!
. l
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With so few plants
to eat, many of the §£
animals that live here (\

are predators such as

A\ ) s
\ » - X \
the Sahara frog.  \\\\ } %’zi‘ 7= Adult dragonflies emerge |
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DRY CAVE

Deep inside this cave in the Great Basin National Park,
Nevada, USA, some animals spend their whole lives
in the dark. Others visit the cave to rest, nest or to
find safety. Caves are some of the world’s most
unusual habitats.

springtails

pseudoscorpion Animals iike pseudoscorpions
and springtails that spend their
whole lives in dark caves are called
troglobites. Many troglobites are
pale and blind

Deer mi

Most pseudoscorpions have s nug
four eyes, but the ones that L

live in caves often have no
eyes atall.

Pack rats make their
nests in the dry, warm N
leaf litter on the Millipedes that live in caves LN
cave floor. AR are pale, long and slender.

&
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Stalactites are rocks that
hang in amazing shapes
from the cave roof.

1

Water that drips onto

Western screech owls
aormally nest in trees,
buta cave can make
a good home too!

These caves are the only plate.
in the wotld, where thel moder

cave haryestman lives. It is a
member of the spider family.

1

Canyon wrens have slender
beaks that are perfect for
picking up insects.

A cliff chipmunk is carrying

the cave floor forms @) Yy 4 piie seeds and berries from

rocky spikes called
stalagriites.

-

the forest nearby in its cheeks.

)

During windy weather,
many leaves can blow
into the cave.

Where does it store its food?

# Guano (bird and bat poo) can
collect in deep piles on the floor
of a cave. It is an important
source of food for many small
cave creatures and fungi.
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BRAZIL NUT TREE

In the dappled shadows of the vast Amazon rainforest of South
America, one tree stands taller than the rest. Brazil nut trees can
grow 50 metres tall, stretching up above the forest so their leaves
can reach the sunlight. The crown (leafy part) of a single tree
can be busy and bustling with life - like a rainforest city.

- ) " There are many
/- colourful orchids.
/\
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California condors soar high above
the canyon looking for food below.
“i“&' The 3 \ They are scavengers and eat the
\\\\&\\\\u 4 remains of animals that have died
W peregrine
falcon is one
of the fastest
.\ birds of prey.

Kestrels, eagles, hawks and falcons are
birds of prey, and hunt other animals.
They have superb eyesight, strong beaks
and sharp claws called talons.

This black tarantula
spends most of its
time in a burrow

Fritillary butterflies seek on a ledge.

out flowers growing on
the cliffs and feed on the 5 i |
nectar. Birds such as cliff p i £ Cliff swallows migrate from South
swallows hunt them. = % America to the canyon to build mud
5 nests where they lay their eggs.
®
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