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In the depths of the

rainforest there once

lived a little panther.

The forest was full
of life and wonder

and its beauty
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was lik(‘ no O[hk‘l".
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When the morning sun
seeped through the leaves,
Panther trailed after
butterflies and
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. and frolicked in the clear waters

M of the stream.
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of the trees or seen the light of a silver star.

Yet while the forest filled his heart with joy,

Panther often found himself alone.
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he was afraid to climb




He was different to the other cats,

and they did not like it.

Each day they taunted
him and over time
Panther grew a little less
brﬂ\'(‘, Ul]ril one L{Z{}'
he could take no more.
And so he set off,
hoping to change

his fortune.

“My stripes are bold “My golden mane blazes

and fearless,” said Tiger. as bright as the sun,” said Lion.




Panther crept over and under the tangled vines and weeds. Up in their branches was a rainbow as far as the eye could see.

Soon he reached a dense cluster of trees.




“Now I blaze as bright as the sun, just like Lion,” he said.

Across the earth

" s ) L
lay feathers of all ) " o N
) | y T 2%
v

shapes and sizes.
Panther placed them
one b}' one onto h l\ hCﬂd.
/\ \\'l‘(’ﬂlh ()t- C()lUUrS
stretched out into

the sky.
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High above the treetops,
Wind watched. He let out a big, lopd
sigh and blew hard-nd ‘stcrong.
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nfused, Pantl aced through

the long, tickling grass to the river.

1€re, ginger ﬂO\VEI‘S grew,

filled with sticky golden pollen.
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t) “Now I am just as
bold and fearless as
Tiger,” he said.

Panther painted
thick stripes all over

his dark coat.
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Just then n arrived. She looked sadly at Panther need those, dear one,” Rain sobbed,

and let go of her large tears. Down the heavy raindrops streamed. as Panther’s stripes began to wash aw




Disappointed, Panther stumbled upon a patch

of sheltering bushes.

a pile of leaves.

The leaves nestled

gently into Panther’s

soft fur.
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as Leopard,” he said.




She beamed down

brightly onto Panther.
un smiled

fell.

“That’s better,” S
as the dry leaves

Shadow engulfed
the forest.

Panther sank into

From behind the clouds,
Sun shone down, flooding the

forest with her warmth.

the soft earth.

“I don’t belong anywhere,”
he said.
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Darkness began to fall, and Moon’s soft glow filled the sky. B é I
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he went.

So enchanted was he
by Moon, that he forgot

he was afraid.

.....

As he climbed,

Panther lookedB@'NN“ :i
at the forest.

He trembled at the sight

below him and collapsed

onto a branch.




Panther wept as he gazed longingly at Moon.

o} o bﬂw\gﬂig}n as you,” he Cgé)NN\ER
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eep going. You are so close,

echoed a voice in the darkness.



50900
an ¢ Nt

v

“Hello, little one,” she whisper

“Oh, how beautiful you are!

I.(?()k at your \V()lld(‘l'f‘ll], Ve

‘What a special gift youhave to be the colour of night.
I see the beauty in you, for I only appear when darkness
falls upon the Earth and the stars only sparkle when

night-time arrives. You and the night are one.”




Panther’s amber eyes lit up and began to glow.

Guided by-Moon’s light, he sped upwards
where the branches of the tallest trees

touched the sky.




In the light of the
brightest stars,

Panther’s coat began to
like jewels.
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“proud next to the dark
And as he closed hi
he felt the cool breeze

against his skin.
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Beneath the speckled
Pantherdanced with the stars

until dawn . . .

for now he knew-that

he gleamed brightest

in the dark.
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