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There once was a very 1£ast hare...

and a very slow tortoise.
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The tortoise
was an altogether more

tlloughtful animal.
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The hare sl’xouted at the tortoise.

The noise attracted a crowcl.

The hare called the tortoise slow-witted and stupid.

The tortoise did not say what he .y g 1 Instead, he chaﬂenged the hare to a race.
thought of the hare. i j The hare 1aughec1 so much that he hurt even more.
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News of the chauenge spreacl far and wide.
From all corners of the Earth an audience ]oegan to gather.

A course was marlzecl out...

|
An unbiasecl referee was found. At 1?-5?5 th? grga.t day arrive(ll i
QN T S
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The referee saicl,
“On your marks... get set... GO
The hare hurtled forward

in a leap and a l)ound,

and was gone.

The tortoise plodded along, -
slowly and steadily, one foot after the other.
He was soon left far behind.




- The hare raced to

the river and

leapecl. o

towards the far Lanlz...




A

...but he did not quite get to where he though‘c he was going.
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The tortoise rossed more eas'l\Y-
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Next, the hare found himself in the thick of a very peculiar forest.



He was scratchecl and tired When he
reached the other side.

So the hare decided to take a nap...
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After all, it was o]oviously going to take the tortoise
a very 10ng time indeed to scramble through

those trees...
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The hare woke to find that food had grown while he slept.
He 10012e(1 around and was pleased to see that the
tortoise was so far behind he was out of sight.

So the hare had plenty of time for a long lunch.

Or so he thought...




s Rzt

L I - Horrified to see that the cheeri t for hi
Tl’xe hare had Very nearly eaten every’ching when he was orriie o see . . eerlng was no T

3 he ran as fast as a hare with a long lunch

surprised to hear the sound of cheering.
inside him could run.




Not fast enough! The patient, plodding tortoise
had beaten him to the finishing post.
But although the hare was not fast enough

L :
to win the race, i

he was running too fast to stop.

He fell into R even spipjo,. b b
us




But this time

he said nothing.

KEY TO THE

ANIMALS

“There Was Once a Very Fast Hare...
All spciss of hare ar fat runners, thanks to theie ong
hind logeand stzong lag muscle. The common brown
hate (Lopus capeneie), lusteated throughont this book,
4o found in many partsof the worl. T was introduced
it the Americas, Ausralis and New Zealand from ite
original home i Eutope so that it could be hunted for
food and spost. nlike many other smll mammale, ¢
doos ot burzow, but relies on it spaed and viglance to
ascape danger Just aa wll, then, that grown male b
can soach apeads of up o T0kma por hous - st than
the world's Gotet racohorssl

And a Vory Slow Tortoise
Although ot tha slowsst creature on tha planet,
tortoises have  long-standiag reputation for dlownes.
Mot move at speeds of around only 360m per hous - in
other word, it woull taks 3 hour for oue baro to eavel

o mers Lhin! The blif that tostises axdly move at
ll s ot helped by the fac that, when threatened, they
will not try tc floe ke most other animal. nstead, »
rightened tortoise will sty perfecly sl etracting its
head and fet heneath ie armoured ehll, in the hope
dhatthi will provide sulfcent protection feom ite
inted throughout this book ie
totoise (Testuds hermanni), the

apscin most commonly supplied to the pet trade.

Causing Haveo
edy enough to get ot of
1o tho case o the edible

i one of the

An Altogether More Thoughtful Animal
How thoughtfulof the toroise to provide this dwa
mongoose with a look-out pos] The mongaose is
epeedy smake-catcher, often kept s s pt n ita original
homme of Asia

“The Noise Attracted A Crowd
Agart from the haze snd the tortcise, the gathering
crowd chows, from lef to sight, the dwart mongooss,
common chameleon, Eusopean quail, fennec fo,

impal, short-horned grasshoppr and » banded ani

From All Corners of the Earth... (far loft)
L e

that have gathered from far and

lowet crastures n th planat tabing an bour to move
only 4.5m. From laf o sight you can see an ocallted
iard, cockehafor, gurden dormouse and quail, 2 well a0
the Roman or edible nail
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wid you can s the world's atent ying bie, the
pocegein flcon. This iraprasiv bid of pey willdive
hough the ky st spoed seaching 131kma por hous or
more, knocking its rey of othar smalee bieds to the

O




ground with a singlo low of e sharp talons! At the
oppoeite end of the scale you can aleo s the dusky
avalloytail buttelly, posseeor of the lowest winghest in
[ sect world at 300 beats per minute!

1. Rainbow lory
3. Gisnt anteater 4. Alrican warthog

5. White-tailed gou 6. Ducky swallowtail butterfly
7. Polar bear 8. American bighorm shoep
9. Bat-oared fox 10. Busrowing ol

11 Afsican gerbil 12 Spotted skunk

13, Europesn mole 14, Kinglisher

16, Furssian badger 16, Pangolin

2. Paregsine falcon

But He Did Not Quite Get To Where
He Thought He Was G page, sight)

ol day eoting but they can actually move quite quickly
whers they want to, especially when running alon the
siver bottom. Howeve, they are mast oftn found
standing up to their necks in river water or reed heds
where they can sleep unobseeved, with only their eyes
and nostile poking up above the surface.
“The group of watersid dwelles aeo includes:

2. Serval

4 Egyplain mongoose
5. Water chevrotain 6. White-collared kinghisher
7. Hippopotamas 8. Hare

A Very Peculiar Forest (sbovs)
Amongot thia fine area of lege are those belongiog to
ho speeds on eath,

Liko the tortoise, the bippopotamas has a reputation for
being slow and lazy. Tru, bippce do spend practically

“The chesta o the fstest mammal on nd and can
seach speeds of over 100kma por hous when chasing ite

prey across the African plains. 1t s ite homo
with tho worlds fotee L bied - the ostich. Wih
ta powarfullng, bl nses and two-tood fot,

the osteich is capable of reaching 72kms per hour -
fask enough to outrun mosk of ite enemies, which is
jusk as well since it ia too big to iyl Most of the other
animals shown are aleo quick on thei fest apart, of
courss, from the slow lois who, a s name implis,
spenda most of ts s climbing slowly through the
branches of ts forest homne.

1. Thomson's gazelle 2. Slow loris

3. Hare 4. Outrich

5. Chostah 6.0mpx

7. Indisn shinoceros 8. Afrcan elephant

9. Ginalla 10. Vicuna

11 Common singtal  12. Red siver hog

13, Obapi

When He Reached The Other Sids (shove)
Contining through the forest of lga you can see
1. Pronghom antelope. 2, Giant olaphant shrew
3. Bongo 4. Ginlfe

5. Gouldina finch 6. Do Brazaa's monkey
7. Zobra 8 Emu

9. And, of coure, vy tixed hassl

Plonty OF Time For A Long Lunch.
Did you spo the chinchill (op) and northern
grasshopper mouse (botiom) hiding amonget the
vogetablee? Both are used to living in the most
inhospitablo climates - the grasshopper mouse in the
o, dry dasesta of North Amarics, the chinchilla in the
cold, ocky mountains of Bolivia and Chile

“The Sound Of Cheering (ight)
And s0 we reach the end o the racel You might have
expacted the cheetsh to have got there before the ha
aferal, b o th fasest crsaturs on earh, but somshow
eves tho worl's slowss animls have managed to make
it 40 th fiishing postas well The thrse-toad sloth
holds the racord for being the slowsst mammal, crawling
along on the ground at a mere 168 par hour.

T would tako the cloth over 6 hows to travel 1hm. T
fact, this snimal spends so much time staying otlltht
‘miceoscapic algae actualy row on ie fur. However, even
thosloth is faster thansthe red ehug who would take over
3 waeks t0 tavel that same blometrel
1. Roadrunmer - tabo third place a the astet and bisd
after tho astich and emu, runing at 42kme per hous.
2. Avmadillo - althongh capable of moving qite quickly,
tho i handed armadill holde
the record for being one of sleepiest
animals on earth, spending 80% of
e lfe faok asleop, not moving at alll
3. Cheetah - the fastest lund mammal
at 115 kens per hour.
4. Tern - holde the secord for the
longest light o any bird st

ko,

26,0001
5. Blackbuck - third fastest land

mammal afer the chestah and

pronghorn antelope, ranning at
80bms per hour.

6. Cumel - at 16k per hour, the
camml s e of the fastst large

animal in the desest.
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7. Long-tsiled hummingbisd - humminghinds have the
astst wingheats in the bird world, reaching 90 beats

2 second in some species

8. Eutopean mole - » champion digger, the ol can
dig over 20m i single day.

9. Giralls - posssmor of the longest lgs in the animal
Lingdom, thegirale can run st S0kms per hour.

10. Monarch butterly - makes the longest journey of
any insect at 3,432kme.

11, Kangaroo - this marsupial can jump slmcst dim i 2
single giant jump and reach s peed of 4Skms per hour.
12, Banded smail - Although fster than the edble mail,
e banded variety would sl tske ovr 8 week to ravel s
singl kilometze!

13. These-toed sloth - the worldsslowsst marmimal,
moring st only 168m per hour.

14 Gentoo penguin - the fatest evimmmer i the bird
worl, with a top spoed of 27kme po hour.

15. Red dug - the workls slowest creture at 1.8m

o hous.

16. And, o finish, who ols but theslow sud

stendy Hor mann's toroisel
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