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And yet, Solveig’s island was made . . .

VVinter lives on Solveig’s island.

It is a place of frozen waterfalls and bitter wild wind.
Blocks of ice glitter like diamonds
on its black-sand beaches.
Around its white mountains old stories echo.

Stories of trolls and frost giants.






How did humans tame such a wild element?
Our ancestors would have seen and felt the heat

of rampant wildfires kindled by lightning.

And, through curiosity, discovered that animals and plants

caught in the flames tasted better for being baked.




In time we learned to summon it with flint and tinder. “ire brought light to once-dark ¢ We put it to work.

To humble it in hearths. It cooked our food, protected us, warmed our conversations.

'We shared stories by its fligkefing flames:




Out of all the fireless creatures of the world,

one had lit a torch and sparked its iinagination.




and locked in the rc s a treasure trove
naterials that only heat could release.
The very stones of the Earth would lead

humankind ou# of the Stone Ag
Early humans realised

they lived in a world abundant
with the elements needed to make

and control fire . ..

Through fire we coaxed copper from
its bright green ore. Out of those flames

a new age was forged: the Age of Metals.

Tin mixcd with copper created bronze.

But to extract iron from rock, humans
would need something that burned

far hotter than wood . ..




GONNIER

The air was thick and heavy with oxygen.
Wildfires were frequent and fierce.
Incredibly the planet had already prepared. Now those forests and the life they harboured are long gone.

During the Carboniferou;

vast tropical f@%ﬁwk”fs

iod, 350 million years ago, Buried deep in the earth,

g with giant insects.




Humankind went swiftly from charcoal kiln to blast furnace.

Fire at the heart of all of it.
The flames produced when coal burns are an echo
of energy from the sun, stored in long extinct forests.
ind access to the deepest nature of the E

minerals and metals of its formation.

...into coal.




Pottery and gunpowder. Metal tools and weapons.
Glass and medicine. The light bulb. The printing press.
The steam engine. The automobile. Television.

Mobile phones, computers, the internet,

the microscope, the telescope, cities . . .



. rockets to the stars But how did the materials for all this invention get here?

Fire at the heart of all of i. Wihére did it all come from?




Deep in interstellar space

a massive star burns for ypiHies of years.

> ¥ts ];ydrogen is gone.

It begins fusing with the elements
in an attempt to keep shining.
. 7 Oxygen, magnesium, calcium . . . until it gets to iron.
It cannot create energy from iron.
Its life as a star is over.

Its collapse, spectacular.




This huge shockwave scatters immense amounts of material deep into the universe.

Oxygen, magnesium, calcium, iron and many other elements like gold and silver.

A supernova explosion seen light years away. These are the ashes of dead stars.




When mixed with clouds of interstellar gas e e e 3 - Y J o : A world with a fiery heart.

and dust they form the building-blocks of new stars, == o uE o “ R | \ ‘We were made in a vast cosmic ferge of rock and heat.
like our Stnyand planets, like Earth. = Z Z . - . e L pe Allive with star dust.




The oxygen you breathe is the dying breath of a star.

The calcium in your bones, the iron in your blood,

even the magnesium in your DNA. The metals and minerals in the rocks.

All made in the heart of a-star)
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ght skies of the desert are awash with sta (Trogan L B e S 5D . S B Fp o

¢ have arrived at summer camp.

y

There is a fire and the welcome smell of cooking.

They gather around its warm, flickering flames.

This high quality PDF preview w: ed on Sunday 10 November 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



’I‘lm'\' talk.

Telling cach other storics.

Making connections.

Creatures of fire and earth, air and water.

And long before meeting, already connected

in ways that are as deep and old as the stars.
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