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Al the shops and markets are busy with people
buying food and decorations for their houses. We
hang up red lanterns and red posters called couplets
to wish everyone good luck for the year ahead.
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Lunar New Uear is also called
Spring Festival or Chinese New Uear.
It is the biggest celebration of the year
for people in many East and South-East
Asian countries and communities
all over the world.
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The colour red is everywhere at
Lunar New Uear. In China, red is the
colour of happiness and good luck.




Lunar New Uear is celebrated. in many

different countries. The holiday always
begins in January or February and lasts
for fifteen days. The date changes every
year depending on the first new moon.

f'm Ryan and | live in Singapore. My aunties and uncles
travel all the way from Canada to join us on Lunar
New Year's Eve. They always give me a speciol
red envelope, called Lai see, as a gift.

It hos lucky money inside!

Everyone goes home for the
celebrations if they can. Millions of
people travel around the world at
New Uear. This is called chunyun.
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I'm Emily, from Toronto, Canada. For Lunar New Year we share special dishes with
dif ferent meanings. My favourite is Long noodLes, which means along life.
My grandmother says keep your plate full or your luck will run out!
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terrified a village. A wise old man realised that Nian
was scared of two things: the colour red and loud noises.

Everyone hung red lanterns on their houses and. lit
crackling bamboo. Peopte still hang the lanterns bw
works to scare the monster away!
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Im Lamai, in Bangkok, Thailand.
At Lunar New ear, | go with my parents to
visit the Local temples. We pray for good fortune
and give offerings of food and drink to our ancestors.
We dlso bum incense sticks and candles for them.

AT = -
During Lunar New Uear, people often pray
for past family members — their ancestors.
Sometimes they burn pretend paper money
in the streets to pass to their ancestors in
the afterlife. This is called ghost money.

If the ancestors are happy, they might
send good luck your way for the New Year!
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I'm Huang, from Taipei, Taiwan. | love the Lantern S o v
" Festival at the end of the holiday. We write messages
onlanterns and send them up into the sky. Seeing
hundreds of glowing lanterns everywhere is amazing!

The Lantern Festival is the final
celebration of Lunar New Jear.
‘When you let your lantern float away,
you are letting go of any worries.

The world's biggest Lantern Festival
is held in Taipei. It is a magical sight,
with huge paper lanterns shaped like
colourful animals and fun characters.




At Lunar New ljea.r, different
dances are performed for good luck.

fm Thuy and | live in Hanoi, Vietnam. Tét is our name for Lunar New Year.
I ke going out to watch the street parades, especially the Lion Dance
and the Dragon Dance. The dragon’s body moves up and down Like
arollercoaster — and sometimes smoke comes out of'its mouth/

JFor the Lion Dance, two dancers are inside
the costume, moving together like a big cat.

For the Dragon Dance, at least nine
performers hold poles to move the
dragon'’s long body up and down.
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I'm Arief, in Surckarta, Indonesia.
We call the holiday Imlek and we light Lots of candles
in the temples. At our parade you can see thousands
of kue keranjong — tasty New Year cakes,

After the parade, we eat them oll!

My name is Min-Joon and | live in Seoul, Korea, where Lunar New Year
is called Seollal We wear traditional clothes and eat rice cake soup
with our famiies. Afterwards, children pay respect to their elders

by bowing to them. They wish us luck and give us gifts of money,

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Sunday 10 November 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.
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I'm Riley, from the United States. Here in
SanFrandisco, there is ahuge Chinatown where ; “
the famous New Year Parade starts. fit the end
of the parade is an amazing Golden Dragon.
Itis 88 metres long and carried by 100 dancers! p

There are Chinatowns all over the
world where people come to celebrate
Lunar New Uear. New York, Vancouver,

San Francisco, Melbourne and

Bangkok all have famous Chinatowns -

but there are many, many more.

fm Jack and | live in London, England. Every e
year we get the Underground to Chinatown
to eat Chinese food. In Trafalgar Square
we watch the acrobats, the kung fu artists,
the dances and, best of all, the fireworks!




+ The third day of Lunar New Uear is an
unlucky day to have guests or visit friends.

+ Red is a lucky colour, but nobody gives
black or white gifts as these are unlucky.

+ Nobody gives gifts of uneven numbers. Red envelope
- money should always be of an even number.

Sometimes we visit the Wishing Trees
in Tai Po. We write our wish on paper
and tieit to an orange. Then we throw

the orange into the tree, andif it stays
there, our wish will come true!

f'm Riden, in Hong Kong, Before Lunar New Year begins,
everyone cleans their houses to sweep away bad luck.
But once the holiday starts, nobody picks up a broom
in case they sweep away the New Year good Luck.



Im Jamal, in New York. Did you know
that every Lunar Year a different animal
becomes the symbol for the new year?

You can find out which animal you are
by the year you were bom. I'm a Horse.
Which animal are you?
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Lunar New Year celebration before, make sure
that you go one day. You will see fantastic
parades, [ antefns and fireworks and eat
delicious food. You will have so much fun

with your friends and family, Aind you

can learn to say: kung hei fat choy!
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Lunar New Uear was first celebrated in China

more than 3,000 years ago — but now it is celebrated

all over the world! It is a wonderful way to say
goodbye to the old year and welcome in the new.
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