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To all who listen very carefully, and watch,

and wonder, and to ,G,::me' who is so kind T,\e B 03 , .t he T ro

For Gareth, Neil and Paul, thanks for
bringing me out of my cave

and the C,\QLk
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Everybody knew that a big

fierce troll lived in the cave.




Sometimes they heard

the troll growling.

So they took their games to

the other side of the park.

And - after a while - they

forgot all about the troll.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 25 January 2024. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



“Why don’t you come out of there?”

he called into the cave.




So the boy did

gO away.

WHAT ARE

you DOING?

yelled the troll.

He went and got

some chalks.

Then he went right up to the
mouth of the cave, crouched down

sndicearead todeaw So the boy turned and left,
leaving a flower with every petal

coloured in but one.
/-
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And one blue chalk.
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The next day, the boy went back to the cave,

and the flower had five perfectly blue petals.

“Will you come out now?”

said the boy.

“NO!"

yélled the troll.




The boy thought for a minute.

This time, he left the whole box 4
of chalks behind and went to play.

and a dog without a tail.
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rning, the boy

Al its whiskers,
k to the cave.

"I Llike gour pictures!”

said the boy.
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The boy was running

out of ideas.

So he picked up his
favourite chalk, and drew
a boy, smiling and holding

out his hand.
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On the last day, the boy came back.
But the boy was
holding hands with

a blg

The flower was still blue, the cat still had whiskers,

the dog still had a tail.

SCCH"y

~ troll.



The boy stepped right up to the cave and said, o I'm not a fl‘ol(?"

“But gou're not a troll.” “No, you're a boy — just Like me. Step out and see.”




Still, nothing happened.

So the boy did the
only thing he knew how.
He tipped up his satchel,

and a mountain of coloured
chalks came rolling out

all over the ground.

Without saying anything,

he sat down and started

to change the picture.




And he held out his hand,
to offer a chalk.

“How did you know?”
whispered the boy

from the cave.

"I listened very carefull¥, and I watched and wondered.

You said to 90 away, so we did,”
said the boy with the chalks.

“But that cave Looked lonely, so | came back.”
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And as the picture got bigger,

all the other children came back

and joined in with the drawing.




There were plenty

of chalks to go around.

Soon, everybody forgot that
there had ever been a troll

inside the cave.
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Because outside the cave,

there was $O0 much to draw.

S
And they drew the world
together.
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