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many people picture philosop
k shows, philosophers are not
men. Philosophy is for every

How do we know things,
and how can we tell if
something is true?

What does it mean
to be good?

Who am I? “"i"“';‘ How should we
me; treat others?

Should actions be judged by What makes ,
their consequences? something beautiful?

ABOUT THE BOOK

. helped us create fairer, safer societies - | This book is organised into chapters, each of which tells the story
s. They've even overtume ] of a philosopher, a group of philosophers or a collective philosophy.
ean the truth and would neve It presents the historical time and place they are from, some of their
questions, what led them to ask them, and what kinds of answers
they came up with.

Key ideas from each thinker’s philosophy have a heading
with a special font (TH1§ ONE) and are written in italics.

. Ifyou get stuck on a difficult word or phrase, head to the
) glossary at the back of the book to find out what it means.

At the end of each chapter, we've highlighted some other

philosophers you could find out about and the fascinating
ideas they have to explore!
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THINGS FALLING“APART

For many years, the Zhou dynasty (about 1050-256 BcE) had been a time of peace and order, with the
(") land’s far-flung states all under the control of the central government. Music and literature flourished
and there were clear ideas of how people should behave. By the time Confucius was born, however,
- things were breaking down. The states were at war with each other and the old ways were disappearing.

o8 LOOKING FOR ANSWERS g
Vil IN A 1\

BORN INTO
TROUBLED TIMES

Confucius’s father was a soldier. He died
when Confucius was three, leaving the young
boy to be raised in poverty by his mother.
In the social hierarchy of Confucius’s
time, he was considered shi - one
class above common people. This
meant he had access to education
despite his poverty. After years of
schooling, he worked his way up
in the government, becoming
an advisor to the local ruler.

But unlike others in
government, Confucius

wanted to use his respected
position to help others.

THE HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT

As the years of chaos dragged on, scholars and teachers struggled
to make sense of what was happening around them.

How can we What does it

Why is this 2
v make it stop? mean to be good?

happening?
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With s0 many answers and solutions to these questions being
considered, this time was later named the Hundred Schools of
Thought. Like many of the other thinkers, Confucius looked to
the past to find ways of creating a better future.

ON THE ROAD

Disappointed
ruler’s leaders|
follow his tea
decided to leave his job. For the
next 14 years, he and a group
of his students travelled great
distances throug var-
torn countryside in search of

2 new ruler to gui
‘honourable ways.

A

CONFUCIUS’S NEW NAME
Beginning in the 16th century, Jesuit priests were sent
from Europe to learn about Chinese culture as a first
step to converting the Chinese people to Christianity.

uCIUS / KONG Fuzy, 5
(551-479 5cy) F

There were hardships and dangers, and at one point they nearly They tranalated many Chinese texts into Latin, including
starved. But, as they walked, mile after mile, they talked and argued & .

f : 5 . A a book of Confucius’s sayings. Chinese names were also
and asked many philosophical questions, testing and shaping T oo Rein c
Confucius’s ideas as they went. In the end, they found norulér e Aol
‘willing to listen and Confucius returnedhometo continueteaching.




CONFUCIUS
THE TEACHER

In Confucius's time, people were ranked according
to their class. Commoners - farmers, merchants and
‘workers - were at the bottorn and were expected to
stay in these jobs. Next came different ranks of
robles, and at the top was the ruler.

Confucius thought that what made a person good
‘was not the class they were born intc, but their desire
to learn. Many of Confucius’s studants came from
lower classes. He believed if they were given access
to education, they could gain the skills needed to
‘work in the government and make society better

for everyone.

- W b3
The early Zhou dynasty was a golden age to
Confucius. He wanted to reintroduce their values
to his own time to bring harmony back to society.
He studied their literature, music and rituals and
taught his students to do the same. He believed
the answers to the troubles he saw all around him
lay in this earlier time. Confucius wanted to pass on
the truths of the past, rather than invent new ones

i\ THE DUKE OF zHOU

Even though he lived long
before Confucius was born,

the Duke of Zhou (1042-1035 BCE)
'was Confucius’s hero - a ruler
who put the needs of the people

first and was not corrupted by
power. Confucius wanted to find
a leader for his own time who he
could encourage to be like the
Duke of Zhou.

w5 F 2

JUNZI, LI AND REN

Central to Confucius's philosophy were three key ideas: juni, li and ren.
The Duke of Zhou was an example of what Confucius called a junzi or
gaod person - someone who led others by the example of their
honourable actions and moral character.

For Confucius, some honourable actions were ones that followed the
idea of li, which meant properly p g rituals. One

was carefully observing traditional ceremonies at court. Li also
applied to the way people behaved towards each other. In a family, this
included how children should show respect to their parents and how.
parents should look after the needs of their children. In saciety, li was
demonstrated when a person of lower status showed respect to someone
higher, or when a high-status person used their power to look after
people of lower status.

Finally,if i was goodness that could be seen on the outside in the
honourable ways a junzi acted, then ren was goodness on the inside,
reflected in a person’s thoughts and character. Inner goodness gave
a junzi the strength to be good to others.

Confucius believed that through education, people could learn how to
practise li and build their ren so that they could become a junzi. Because
of this, he saw education as a lifelong pursuit, a delight, a responsibility

and the best way for his country to achieve stability and peace.

i
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IF EVERYBODY SAYS 5O, IT MUST BE TRUE!

Confucius said he had to look at all sides of an idea to even begin to understand it. He would
never accept things just because they were said to be true, and he encouraged his students to
do the same. Confucius said that if everybody disliked a person, it was important to wonder
why. Then after viewing all sides, you can make up your own mind. Similarly, if everybody
liked a person, you should think about this just as closely. Can you think of something you
have questioned that everyone else believed to be true?

1)

WHAT DID CONFUCIUS
REALLY SAY?

\ Today there are hundreds of popular
sayings attributed to C
\ .

ucius without
idence that he eves

d them.

ost thing we have to knowing
what he really said can be found in

several centuries af

2,500 YEARS LATER...

Before his death in 479 BcE, Confucius
worried that he would be forgotten.
Since then, however, his philosophy
rmous effect on the
history and culture of East Asia.
Today there are over 5 million people
worldwide who describe themselves
as Confucians. His as about respect
for the past, responsibility for others,
and the importance of education have
2 daily impact on their lives, and even
after 2,500 years, his name has not
been forgotten.

Voltaire
(1694-1778)
A French philosopher
who admired Confucian S
ideas brought back
by the Jesuits. Hle saw
Confucianism as the
perfect combination o
of tolerance and
reason, and he
kept a picture
of Confuciu:

on hit
wall.

(c.372-289 BcE)
Sometimes referred
to as ‘the Second
Sage', Mencius
was an advocate
of Confucianism in
China, bringing his
interpretation of
Confucius's ideas
to prominence.

Peng Chun Chang
(1892-1957)

A Chinese diplomat and
philosopher who was
instrumental lling
Confucian pri
in the Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights




ANCIENT GREECE

THE
ILLUSTON OF

MOTION

(c.490—425 BcE)

THE MYSTERIOUS PHILOSOPHER

Zeno was born around 490 BcE in Elea, a city in Magna Graecia — a Greek-speaking area of
what is now southern Italy. We don’t know much about his life because only fragments of
his own writing exist and surviving details about him are sparse. But we do know that his

Wi ee

idea‘ 3hook the world of philosophy.

THE ELEATIC SCHOOL
Elea was also home to one of the m
a man called Parmenides. Born c515 ¢ y accounts of Parmenides
suggest he was an important person in the city, even helping to write its

laws. His only philosophical writing was a poem that was 800 verses long!

In it, he showed that reason and experience often produce different
understandings of the world around us. He is considered the founder
(in Europe) of ontology - the study of the nature of being.
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Zeno was a close companion and student menides, and one of the
philosophers of the Eleatic School. This was rt a ‘schocl in the way we
think of them, with classrooms and teachers and dinner halls. Instead,
‘school’ meant those who followed Parmenides’s beliefs and particular

way of thinking - his ‘school of thought’

shilosophers of the time,

&J/;ﬁ}})_

MONISM

Philosophers of the Eleatic School

believed in the theory of monism //
Monism says that the world around /
us must be made of singular things

and if something exists in reality - if

¢ is real - then it cannot be divided

into smaller things. This is because

each of those things could then be
divided into even smaller things,
and so on until the initial thing can
no longer be said to exist.

Many people thought this idea was

rather strange, and Zeno’s own

thoughts developed while defending o .
some of his teacher’s ideas. //

PRESOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY

‘When Zeno was around forty years old, he and

Parmenides travelled to the Greek city of Athens.

There they met a young man called
would later become one of the great

famous thinkers of all time.

Unlike Zeno, Socrates was branching away from
asking ques ce and
He and the ph followed him shifted
their focus towards another type of philosophy called
ethics. Zeno's work is referred to as Presocratic - that
is, philosophy that came before Socrates. Hardly

any of the Presocratic philosophers’ original work
survived, so most of what we know about their ideas
comes from reports from later generations of Greek
scholars and writers.
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THE ILLUSION CF MOTIGN
Zeno liked to challenge how people thought about motion - how
things move. He created scenarios using characters from Greek
mythology to help people picture the problems he was describing.

THE PARADOXES

Zeno is most known for his brain-bending paradoxes,
some of which puzzled philosophers and mathematicians
for hundreds of years. Although records suggest that he
red  paradoxes, known today.
created over 40 b ATALANTA AND THE STADIUM
In Greek mythology, Atalanta was a huntress and runner who was
unbeatable by any other person in a fair sprint. But Zeno claimed that
it was impossible for Atala; anyone else for th itter, to begin -
never mind to win - a race.

So, what exactly is a ‘paradox’?

A paradox is sor

at the same time,

or goes against commor
impossible to solve.

is that?

‘Well, Zeno said that if Atalar
line of a race, she would first h:
line. Then to reach the halfway point, Atalanta must travel half the
distance to that point (that is, a quarter of the way to the finish line).
To reach there, she musf ce, and so on.

Everything I'say is a lie! However small the dista
to get halfway there f

for her to get anywhere

, Atalanta would always need
, Zeno said, it would be impossible

What came first,
the chicken or

the egg?

The word ‘paradox’ comes from Ancient Greek pnudwxo-.
Para means ‘against’ and doxa means ‘belie

challenged everyday thinking and people’s Huf. about
the world around them. He did so by devising these
ingenious paradoxes to question the nature of objects,

tion and place. < =D
Mononane poes: i, it e W~

ACHILLES AND THE
\ TORTOISE

Another paradox featured Achilles, the greatest
warrior in Greek mythology. Imagine Achilles
s racing against a tortoise. Since the tortoise is
a slow creature, Achilles gives it a head start.
Can Achilles win the race?

Zeno said no, Achilles would never be able to
overtake the tortoise! No matterbow small the
tortoise’s head start, Ach [ic3 veui 1 ulways nave
to reach the point where the tortoise had begun
first. By then, the tortoise would have crept
ahead and Achilles would have to reach the
tortoise’s new position, by which time it would
have crept ahead some more. Therefore, Achilles
would never be able to advance past the tortoise

Ao

THE ARROW

»

— |

In this paradox, Zeno moved from athletics to archery. He claimed that when
an arrow is still - as in, when it is not moving - it occupies the same distance
as its own length.

ot
'he arrow will be ocer
Therefore, a flying arrow

ght. At every given moment of the arrow’s flight,
a space the same distance as its own length.
o1 moving! But how could that be?

‘Well, it's just not true! Of course, we know that Atalanta could start running

a race, that Achilles could overtake the tortoise and that a flying arrow is
moving But what Zeno's paradoxes show us is that while we know something
1o be true, we may not know how or why it is true. We can never simplistically
trust our perceptions about the physical world around us

INFINITELY PUZZLING
Tor centuries, some of the greatest thinkerz t1
solve Zeno's puzzles. A breakthrot i cara wiaa
mathematician and physicist Isaac Newton set out

REDUCTIO AD

&) & his laws of physics, helping us understand motion.
A [)) S U K, D U M ! () He and others developed a branch of mathematics

called calculus.

Zeno' is often referred

Zeno treated time and distance as separate things
that can be infinitely divided into smaller parts.
But calculus teaches us that there are relationships

pl
which sou

i

absurdum

g between time and distance, and also speed

‘reduction and direction. These relationships are key to
philosoph 1 understanding how things move. For example, if
extreme (and absur | Achillesis faster than “L.c o oise, the time it takes

him to@oyar 2 cetaie stance is shorter. If the
r-_etrack s long enough, Achilles will overtake
the tortoise.

However, even if we know more now than
2,500 years ago, it appears there is no limit
to our interest in Zeno's puzzles, ideas and
the theories they set in motion.

b) ®

Plutarc] al-Ghazali Bertrand Russell
(e.50-120 cE) (1059-1111) (1872-1970)
This Greek A Persian thinker This British

philosopher who said that Farth
questioned the
nature of reality. In
his ‘Ship of Theseus’
paradox he asks if,
over time, a ship
is repaired and its
parts replaced so
many times that
none of the original
pieces remain, is it
the same ship?

mathematician
orbits around the created the ‘Barber
Paradox’. A barber
works in a village
where everyone is
clean shaven. The
barber shaves only
those who do not

Sun thirteen times
more often than
Jupiter. And in an
infinite universe,
Earth and Jupiter
would rotate the
same number of

times. Puzzling!

shave themselves.
Who shaves the
barber?
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THREE DEFINING THINKERS

 The Socratic philosophers were three big thinkers in ancient
Greece. There was Socrates himself, his student Plato and
. Plato’s student, Aristotle. Their fascinating ideas shaped
. and were shaped by the ancient Greek world, and they
. _remain i figures in philosophical thought today. .

“Socrates \\ .. Plato Aristotle

T iriiis

BOMNINY AL R [ 7|

i
;

 THE SOCRATIC METHOD

" Socrates came up with a unique approach to
becoming wiser. He wandered the city asking o)
" allkinds of people different questions. .

When people answered, he would ask more
questions and challenge their answers until
either they reached a definitive answer o,
‘more commonly, o state of confision and
uncertainty called apotia. We call this the
Socratic method or Socratic dialectic. . L

Q All Iknow is that
Iknow nothing!

/ .-. ;. 3
4 c

.
.
.
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WHICH SOCRATES? DEATH BY POISON TWO REALMS
] L ‘The Golden Age of Athens wouldn't last. Tension with Sparta and its R\ /\

league of city-states was rising, eventually leading to all-out war. Amid ~ —
this unrest, Socrates’ constant questioning underminedand | . .

annoyed political decision-makers and he was labelled a

was
people.

A So, where do these forms exist? Plato said
1 at the forms exist in an ideal world called

the Realm of Being. This ideal world must exist,
— he claimed, because if there is such a thing

dangerous influence, N as true knowledge then it must be fixed and
In 399 505, Socrates was charged with impiety ) — cet;afm ~ true now, true forever, true everywhere
(going against the gods) and ‘corrupting the youth’ I A SR ETREVRI
\% by inciting them to challenge authority. A jury S In contrast, the natural world of our day-to-day
found him quilty and sentenced lives is uncertain, always changing and contains
«\' him to death by poison. Socrates only imperfect versions of the forms. He called l

@ ‘was imprisoned in a cave for. ‘- - . — this the Realm of Becoming. Within this realm,
thirty days and died by drinking =~ \/ our senses constantly deceive us into thinking

brewed hemlock. \J things are true when they are not.

THE ALLEGORY
OF THE CAVE

To demons

PLATO’S NEW START

lhmrms WO

Plato was born around 428 BCE into a rich, aristocratic Plato tol

family. He was about 20 years old when he met Socrates
and he spent the following decade learning from him.

Plato was so devastated by the death of his teacher that
he left Athens. He travelled to a place called Megara, and
then to Egypt, Sicily and other parts of ancient Greece.

After returning from his travels, Plato began to write his “ .

all. Behind

them, a fire w
behi
bright

g and

own ideas and the ideas of Socrates. He also set up his own
school of higher thought — the first of its kind in Europe.
It was built in 380 BcE outside the city walls in an area
called the Akadémeia, or ‘the Academy’, and it remained

open for 800 years. Day and night, guards paced

between the captive
fire. They held up

THE THEORY OF FORMS

Plato's best-known philosophy is his theory of forms. For Plato, a form is
the true version or idea of a thing, and the things that we see in the world
around us are merely imitations of their ideal form.

of the cave, ar
were all the prisoners coull

For example, a potter will never be able to make a plate that is perfectly
round, but a regular, geometric circle proves perfect roundness exists.
Indeed, the potter aspires to this form when making a plate.

Oneday,ap
In seeing the fi
that what h

ot escaped

e underst

WHAT 1§ A CHAIR?

were only st
Here is another example. Picture a chair

Now look at these chairs:

Nore o Fians chistrs tire frm atee) =1 !

and none probably match the chair
that you pictured. But we probably

Then whe:
the tunnel in
he unders
rere not the true ft

puppets

agree that they are all chairs.

L

According to Plato’s theory, this is
because there exists anidea of a chair
that is totally separate from what a
chair might actually look like. This

idea of a chair is its true form.

WHAT'S PHILOSOPHY FOR?
Plato believed that part of a philosopher’s job was to help people find the truth beyond the sensory world.
[ ] Where do you think ‘truth’ exists? Is there a such a thing as an ideal world?



ARISTOTLE ‘THE MIND’

Aristotle was born around 384 BcE in Stagira, in the Kingdom of Macedonia. As a teen, he
moved to Athens and began learning at Plato’s Academy where he spent the next 20 years.

Plato called him “The Mind’ because of his impressive knowledge and ability to think
analytically. He asked many questions and contributed his knowledge in almost all
aritk ic, art, astronomy, geography, literature, meteorology

(the science of weather), politics, psychology and, of course, philosophy.

FROM STUDENT TO TUTOR

‘When Plato died in 347 B¢, Anstotie took his mentor's

lead and left the Academy to travel. In 343 BCE, he went back
to Macedonia on the invitation of King Philip to tutor his son,
Alexander. Aristotle’s pupil went on to become Alexander the
Great, one of the world’s greatest military generals.

On returning to Athens in 335 8z, he set up his own school, the
Lyceum, in a covered walkway of a gymnasium building. Here
he would walk with students and deliver long lectures. Aristotle
taught there for

overa decade. (/{ /\\

LOST MANUSCRIPTS
AND FOUND DIALOGUES

Most of Aristotle’s original published Work was lost. However, his early
a - dialogues - written in the style of his teacher, Plato - were inherited
and passed on from scholar to scholar over generations, and stored
- ina cellar where they were nibbled by moths, mice and mould. In the
. yoar15cs hisdalogus endod up in Rome werothey were thankdfully
Tescued by a philosopher called Andronicus of Rhodes.

THE FOUR CAUSES

According to Aristole, classifying things
helps us understand them. in order to do

OBSERVING THE NATURAL WORLD

Aristotle often identified =% a-2d ‘i res called properties

that could help sort things into groups, like types of plants

or animals. In fact, he is seen s the inventor of biology
because he wrote the earliest known classification of animals.
He observed animals to understand their behaviour and
dissected them to learn about their anatomy.

Aistotle’s philosophy is based on collecting, observing,
recording and classifying natural phenomena.

this adequately, Aristotle claimed that
we need to ask four central questions:

What is
it for?

\\l!'
made of?

If we answer each of
these questions,

we will be able to
provide an adequate

explanation as to
what, why and where

What brought )

it about?

something is. He called

these four questions
the ‘causes”.

What is it?

INVENTING LOGIC

Aristotle also believed that organising our ideas and the way
we think would help us to think better - and therefore, N\
to understand the world better. He established the

science of reason, known as logic, and he categorised

different types of logical argument. One logical
argument he created is called a syllogism -a
three-step argument that goes like this: '
Every Greek is a human. Socrates is a Greek.
Therefore, Socrates is a human. \ ‘
So, what makes Humans are
aperson unique for our ability
virtuous? to reason, and so a

person who reasons

well must be LIVING WELL

virtuous.

syllogism?

Like Socrates and Plato before him, Aristotle was interested in virtue
and what it meant to live a ‘good life. He was particularly interested
in eudaemonia, an ancient Greek idea of living well. Aristotle
believed that every part of every living or human-made thing has

a function, and that the value of the thing - what he considered its
goodness or virthi~ - zun be measured against how well it performs
this funetion

For example, a ‘good’ axe is one that is strong and sharp enough to
cut wood but not too heavy to wield or swing.

THE GOLDEN MEAN

In theorising about reason and how o li i@ gooc! /4, Afiatotie came
up with the ‘golden mean’ - a perfec: middle point between two extremes.
in which a person could find virtue.

In one example, he theorised that courage is the mean between cowardice
(fearing too much) and rashness (fearing too little), and so courage is a
virtuous, or good, trait.

THE LEGACY OF THE SOCRATICS

as first translated
atin and th

Sther

\\\;\\"gs\

Antisthenes (c.446-366 BcE)
A pupil of Socrates and founder
of 'Cynicism', whose followers
believed that the way to lead
a'good life was to live simply and_
at one with nature.

———— 5

Abfl Nasr al-Farabt
(c.870-950)
A bringer of Aristotle's ideas to the
medieval l<amic world where he was

John McDowell (1942-)

A South African philosopher whose
early work included translations
of Blats and vhose later work

one of its most influential thinkers e ysed on Ariskotelian ethics.
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YHE ISLAMIC GOLL:EN hoE

i
= The city of Cérdoba was prospering in the 12th century. Minarets soared above -
P the houses and the call to prayer echoed over the rooftops. Fountains sparkled 3 1
in green gardens and traders with goods and travellers with stories from all
over the world thronged the streets. The Iberian Peninsula (present-day Spain -
and Portugal) was in the midst of the Islamic Golden Age, which began in 711 cE \ 1
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and would last for almost 800 years. Music and art were celebrated, there were m
advances in science and medicine, and Muslims, Jews and Christians worked
and lived together. This was the world Ibn Rushd was born into in 1126 cE. \ =
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EDUCATING THE CALIPH
Little is known about Tbn Rushd's early life except
that he was well educated in Islamic law, theology
and medicine. His gr and father were well-

S judgas i Crdoba, so it was no surprise when
ﬁﬁ&’ﬁm in the highest circles of the
court. His work as a judge and physician (a type of
doctor) impressed the ruler, Caliph Abu Yaqub Yusuf
One day, the Caliph complained to Ibn Rushd that he
had trouble understanding the writings of Aristotle
and asked him to take on the task of explaining them.

IBN RUSHD

AVERROES

ABU AL-WALID

MUHAMMAD IBN P?)i":qﬁr:n
AHMAD IBN RUSHD Ibnkushdwas:'mn}yfascimred
by philosophy. He studied many

subjects, including medicine, anatomy,
psychology, law, theol 4, au 311
astronomy, and he wrc *~ auoat each
of them. He was one of the first people
to observe and describe dark circles
on the Sun called sunspots, and he
explained how strokes are caused

Ios Isd@s aCes 0
ITas o0 suss

by blood not getting to the brain.
Ibn Rushd worked very hard, and it
was said that he never missed a day
writing His contributions were so
many that today there is a crater
on the moon named after him.

) (?AE_
if ¥

translations and making notes and

understand and clarify their ideas

s0 that they could speak to his own time, becoming a bridge
between the ancient Greek world and his Islamic present




IN DEFENCE OF PHILOSOPHY : BRIDGING THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

Ibn Rushd valued what philosophy has to teach us. ‘The Caliph’s challenge to explain the words of Aristotle wouldn't
As he read and explained the ancient Greeks, he expanded \\ ‘ only prove fruitful in Ibn Rushd’s time. After his death, his work
on their ideas where he felt they could be improved. 8 ’/§ would ensure the ancient Greek philosophers were not forgotten,
But his comments weren't limited to the writings of the = ( making Tbn Rushd a bridge between the past and the future.
distant past. The Persian religious scholar al-Ghazali
(10581111 CE) wrote a book criticising philosophy called
The Incoherence of the Philosophers. Tbn Rushd A DIVERGING
fought back with his wotk, The Incoherence of the LEGACIES

. defending phil
as an essential path to truth and understanding

ISLAMIC )
THOUGHT JEWISH THOUGHT

S Ibn Rushd's texts were CHRISTIAN
Tbn Rushd's life, stricter translated from Arabic into THOUGHT

religious groups within Islam PR e Following Tbn Rushd's death, the
‘were gaining power and philosophy commentaries, discussing his first great European universities
‘was treated with suspicion. As a s wen'as Rridtotlas were established. There the study
result, at age 6g, the philosopher L of philosophy and science began
‘was sent into ex:le._Hu ‘writings authority on Greek philosophy, to flourish, and there was a rise in
were banned and his books were A Gieek ph ity vias interest in the Greek philosophers
burned. Two years laterJon Rushd el whose work had been lost or
was pardoned, but he died not long ignored sincethe'6th century.
after that. In the period that followed, It was Ibn Rushd’s explanations
Islamic interest in philosophy largely of Aristotle and Plato translated
ended, but that wasn't the case ‘ into Latin that were primarily used.
elsewhere in the world... p He became known by his Latinised
‘name, Averros, or simply as
‘The Commentator’.

FIRE AND
COTTON

Al-Ghazali said that when fire and cotton are

FICTION
AND FACT

In another book, Ibn Rushd wrote that the
Qur'an teaches us to look at the natural
world using reason. At the same time, he
noted there are passages in the Qur’an
that deny what our reasoning has shown.
to be true. But how are we meant to
understand this?

brought together, the cotton burns because
God wills it to. Ibn Rushd argued back that
if fire is put to cotton, it will alight because
of natural law - the rules that determine how
the physical world works. He did, hawever,
say that God created natural laws, and the
more we use reason to understand them, the
closer we can get to God’s truth. Philosophy
to Ibn Rushd was a way of using our God-
given reasoning abilities, vhich in turn
would strengthen our faith.

Ibn Rushd said that these passages are
stories, not literal facts, and we should
look for what these stories are trying to
teach us. Do you know any stories that
try to teach us a lesson? Do you think
stories can tell truths? Or can only

scientific, provable facts be true?

THE ARAB SPRING

In modetn times, Ibn Rushd's philosophy was important
to many who took part in the Arab Spring, a series of
pro-democracy protests in the Middle East and North Africa
between 2010 and 2013, Protestors saw him as speaking
to them across the centuries, telling them of the ways
reason and faith can combine to lead to truth.

THE ABILITIES
OF WOMEN

Some of Ibn Rushd'’s ideas were

considered controversial. For example,

he said women were just as capable as .
men of understanding truth. Muslim e

‘women at that time were expected

only to be wives and mothers and were

told to stay at home. Ibn Rushd argued

‘women should not be prevented

from taking part in the world

orin philosophy.

Thomas Aquinas 4
(1225—51‘2174) Arab Renaissance
(late 19th - early
20th century)
luenced by Ibn Rushd. During this time, Ibn Rushd’s
Aquinas respected Ibn Rushd ideas on reason and religion
as ‘The Commentator’ found a new audience in
despite disagreeing with political and cultural debates
him on many issues. in [gypt, Syria and beyond.




ETHIOPIA

ZERA
YACOB

(1599-1692)

AN ANCIENT KN
CHRISTIAN NATION

Ethiopia is one of the oldest Christian countries in the world.
Since the early 4th century, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
was the nation’s main religion, developing its own practices
and beliefs that were ingrained in Ethiopian culture. Then,
in the 16th century, a Muslim general from Somalia named
Ahmed Graii invaded the country’s highlands. After an
unsuccessful attempt to fight him off, the Ethiopians asked
for help from Portuguese soldiers. Jesuit priests soon
followed, and after finding influence at court, they began
their bid to become the nation’s dominant religion.

A BOY FROM A FARM

Zera Ya

and the family was

ther was 3

advanced
grammar. T

arse sin
to learn from

THE CAVE OF THOUGHTS
Yacob fled in the dead of night with some gold he had eamed
and just one book that contained the Psalms of David. He headed
south, afraid of everyone he met, until one day, walking along the
Tekezé River, he saw a lonely cave at the head of an uninhabited
‘alley. This was to be his home for the Tiexttwo years.

FALLING VICTIM TO
RELIGIOUS CONFLICT

Over the next 14
interprating tha Bibl
s the country, the Jesuits were t
replace the Ethiopian Orthodox
their own Roman Catholic Church,
conflict between the two groups
more fierce. Yacob could see good
things in both faiths and refused to c!
one over the other. He was denounced t

King Susenyos, who had been converted
the Jesuits and persecuted any of his s
who didn't follow suit. Yacob's life was

suddenly in danger.

Acr

‘years he had beenat school. |

Yacob lived in isolation as a hermit, speaking to no one except on
occasional trips to a nearby village to buy food. He spent his time
thinking in the quiet of his cave, struggling with questions about
his relationship with God and how to know what was true when
there was so much disagreement in the world outside. He later
said he came to understand more inhis solitude than in all the



Habtu then asked Yacob to teach the subjects he had studied
for many years to his two youngest sons, Walda Gabryel and
Walda Heywat Impressed with
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his teacher, Walda Heywat
later asked Yacob to write

down hisideas andtell ey

thesctovy of his life &
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THE FIRST
QUESTION:
DOES GOD
EXIST?

Seeing the different churches
violently persecute each other,
doing evil in God’s name, Yacob
wondered why God was allowing

this. In a moment of great sadness,

he

Bu

sen wondered if God existed.
here was no God, how had
the first thing been created? For
creation to exist, Yacob argued
there must be a creator.

1w illing to return to his old life, he settled instead in the *~ v

of Eiifraz, where he made a copy of th' Ps:ins3 of David fora rield
merchant named Habtu. Others begar *. alimre his handwriting and
asked him to make more copies. Yacob had found a new way of life.
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"ZERA YACOB’S HATI

In his cave, Yacob had thought long
and hard about the questions that
‘had troubled him in the outside world.
These questions would later inspire
him to write a book called Hatdta,
‘meaning an investigation or inquiry
in the Ethiopian language Ge'ez.
The book tells how the events of his
life led Yacob to his ideas, which he
‘hoped would help others clarify
their own thoughts.
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THE SECOND
QUESTION:

WHAT IS
TRUTH?

Yacob thought God had created
people imperfectly so that they could
learn to become good by choosing
what was true. But when studying with
different cholars, he noticed each
one was conyinced that they knew the

it being different from
‘what the next person said. Often their
faith was based on what their parents
had told them, which was what their
parents had told them. Yacob asked if
it is lazy to accept what you are told
without using reason to question it?

doE=

How can we know if something’s true?
Can there be different truths?

VAN ZNVONYAST:

THE THIRD
QUESTION:

ARE WE
ALL EQUAL?

Yacob reasoned that a loving
God would not favour one group
of peaple over another, but would
see all his created children as
equal. This went against the
beliefs of the timc inct omen
were lassarthan rien, or that
slavery, which was widely
practised in Ethiopia, was
acceptable.

Why do some people believe
they are superior to others?
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" Urbino, « monk
who discovered the Hatiita in 1852
while collecting manuscripts

that were then given to the Paris
Academy of Sciences.

SAME IDEAS, DIFFERENT PLACES

Yacob's ideas about thinking for yourself instead of hei~ving,
others were similar to those of othe ph ! ofithe
European Enlightenment. But “2-c>’; ideas came
to him independently. How could this be? Some
philosophers have suggested there is a kind of
collective knowledge that all people draw on.
Another thought is that ideas exist already, but don’t
appear to us until a time in history when people

are more receptive to thinking them. Could one of these
theories be the answer or was it just a coincidence?

A FALSE INQUIRY?

Some people refused to accept that these ideas had come from Yacob because they believed
only white Europeans could understand philosophy. We call this view Eurocentric.

Iam Canadian scholar Claude

Sumner. I analysed the Hatita

thoroughly and say of course it
was written by Zera Yacob.

We are Ethiopian scholars
Amsalu Alkilu and Almeyahu

Moges. We say the Hatéta absolutely

was written by someone educated
in Ethiopian schools.

7

7L 1) X8

Tam Giusto d

Yot rhtiald
Iam Carlo Conti Rossini.
Iannounced in 1920 that the Hatita
was a forgery because no Ethiopian
could have written such a work. Giusto
d’Urbino was its secret author.

/

A LONG LIFE
ayed in Enfraz for the next
6 He married a woman named Hirut
amaid at Habtu's household. Habtu offered to
give Hirut to Yacob, but Yacob did not want
servant. He wanted an equal, and he believe

that husband and wife were equal partners.

Though the country remained tormented
with troubles - religious persecution, drougl
famine and plague - Hirut and Yacob went o
have a son, nine grandchildren and a peaceful,
happy life. Yacob died in 1692 at age 3.
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René Descartes
(1596-1650)

Yacob's

contemporary
in france was

\\A considering similar

‘Walda Heywat
(17th century)

Yacob's pupil also

more on practical
advice on how to
live a good life.

ideas during
the European
Enlightenment.

wrote a hatdta that
built on his teacher’s

qa\
work, but he focused f;}‘
i

A Cameroon philosopher
whose ideas include
rejecting the

Eurocentric view of
philosophy that fuelled
the forgery debate
over Yacob's Hatéta.
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THE MARCH TO ?«

MODERNITY
a

MIDDLE AGES

European society from the 1300s to the
1500s was feudal. That meant that most
people were either peasants working the
land or craftsmen, all ur ol
of the nobility and church. Indeed, most
ordinary people felt serving the church
‘was their duty, and its spectacular wealth
and power during this time was seen in

its many grand cathedrals. w\
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THE SCIENTIFIC
REVOLUTION

From the 1600s, scientific methods such
as observation and measurement were used
to explain the natural world. This was when

Galileo first sighted the moons of Jupiter

through his telescope and Isaac Newton
described ground-breaking laws of physics.

In short, this was a time of enormous and

exciting scientific discoveries. But sharing
these discoveries was still dangerous:
the church saw t] asathreat
to its authority.

}'V'V;l;'
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THE AGE OF REASON

Nevertheless, the use of scientific methods
spread to other areas of study:. By the
late 17th century, philosophers and other
intellectuals wera using them in their search

for truth and to answer important questions
about how society should be run.

They challenged the assumed God-given
rights of kings and queens and laws set
down by the Christian religion. Finally,
they called the period they were living

through the Enlightenment,
orthe Age of Reason.

rebirth, of ancient ideas. This came about from the
rediscovery and translation of ancient Greek, Roman
and Islamic writings. After the printing press was

Absolute religious autherity and other ideas laid

THE
RENAISSANCE

But changes were afoot. Towards the end of
the Middle Ages there was a renaissance, or

invented in 1444, these texts were spread
(and read!) much more widely.

down by the church began to be questioned.
Almost all areas of European society saw
change, from art, architecture and music

to banking, politics, medicine
and religion

EXPLORATION

And it wasn't just European sociaties that
changed. From the 1400s, with improved
skills in navigation, European traders and
seafarers visited six of the world's seven
continents, only missing Antarctica.

Europe’s trade and wealth was boosted
by new cultural encounters. But its
demand for more and more resources,
such as sugar, spices and tobacco, led
European powers to ints
Tunning of other

AN ENLIGHTENED
WORLD

Although this time is often refarred to as
the Enlightenment, there were actually
many Enlightenments across Europe and
its colonies, especially in the Americas. New
ideas were constantly being put forward and
advanced by dozens of the most influential
philosophers in history. In this chapter, we
explore ideas from René Descartes, Jeremy
Bentham and Mary Wollstonecraft

WIS



LEARNING WHAT
TO KNOW

we know for
certain?

René Descartes was born in La Haye (now called Descartes!), France, towards the end of
the Renaissance in 1596. He attended a very strict Jesuit school where he learned Latin
and scholastic philosophy. This philosophy promoted Aristotle’s ideas as they seemed
to support the Catholic Church. .

As a young man, Descartes joined the army and travelled all over
Europ fencing many different cultures As ha di
different people and ideas, Iie graw tc disagree with much.
of the philosophy he had learned. Descartes wanted

to share his objections but before doing so, he

‘needed to know that his own arguments were

based in truth. Thisled him to ask:is there
anything we know for certain? -

1. Descartes says you
must imagine a
most evil demon,

3 To avoid being tricked, you
must question everything
you know and everything you

2 This demon wants
to trick you into
’ believing things

<
like this one . that are untrue. - see in the world around !
A o you. This method we
of questioning, or
doubting, helps you
discover what is true
and untrue.
)
S =
2 7 Q

* ARE THE MIND AND BODY SEPARATE?
Having said it was impossible to doubt his own existence,
Descartes confusingly went on to say that it was possible to doubt
that his body existed. So, if his body didn't exist, then what part of
himwas the ' that did exist?

'COGITO, ERGO SUM

For Descartes, one thing was beyond
doubt: that he himself existed.
After all, if he didn't exist, he
could not have been thinking
about demons or, indeed,

To Descartes, the T’ was the thinking part, the mind. This
separation of the self into two parts - the mind and the body -
shaped all philosophical ideas from Descaries orwards. We call it
Cartesian Dualism. Cartesian comes from Descartes’ name, and

‘dualism’ means two opposing parts.
anything at all. The act §

of thinking was evidence
for him of his existence:
I think, therefore I am.
Though Descartes
famously said it

in Latin.

Cogito, ergo sum.

Is there anything R

RECOGNISING THE UNSEEABLE

But how can the mind be separate? It doesn't exist on its own;
it exists in the body. Let’s try a thought experiment:

Picture a whole triangle - a shape with three straight sides.

AT
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Now picture a whole chiliagon - a shape with one thousand
straight sides.

While you can sce a triangle, you cannot see the chiliagon and
neither can anyone! Although we can't picture it, our minds can
percetve of one and understand what it is. Descartes concluded
that our minds perceive things in two ways:
1. Through senses, based on information from the
observable world outside us.

2. Through thought, based on information stored
in our brains.

N
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LETTERS TO ELISABETH

Eleabeth Palstine (616-1680) vas the
well-educated princess of Bohemia a‘]
traded letters with many intellectuals,
including Descartes. In 1643, she .
invited him to tutor her in philosophy-
‘While devising her own theories,
Palatine questioned DPscaﬂEs{)n his
swork, helping to sharpen his ideas.
He dedicated his book, Principles

of Philosophy, o Palatine and meé o

oormesponded until his death in 165

IS TLE 8 d
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JEREMY BENTHAM’S STORY

But Bentham quickly grew to dislike how both the courts
and the country were being run. He complained that the
legal system was unfair and that the government interfered
too much in people’s lives instead of helping them become
responsible citizens.

‘This dislike got Bentham thinking: how could society change
for the better? He decided that the way to do this was to
increase pleasure and minimise pain, which sounds great,
doesn't it? Bentham thought long and hard about how this
principle could work throughout all of society and he came up
with an idea. He called it utilitarianism.

\
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UTILITARIANISM UTILITY IN ACTION ) i THE MINDS OF WOMEN
e e \GQ " Muchofthe phi that came during the Exli about the mind and body, basic rights,
: N ] : : o 3 laws, happiness and so on was focused on men. Clearly at this time, it was much harder for women
it .
et salt et actlonsilint rwusl in gl I orhelpto jinandofplving st youe Glends o (‘ ¥~ over those born into weslth of privilage - to fake part in sodiety's intellactua] conversations Thair ()
iee pt o R e e oIl o o ke s e picklitter, the park will be clean, making it : ysin conv
e e e N inputs were often ignored on the supposed grounds that wornen's minds were inferior to those of men.
E But, in the moment, you lose out on having
b fun with your friends. )
/ Utilitarianism says that you should pick up / THE WORLD
S the litter because it will bring the greatest OF MARY
= good for the greatest number of people.
| @S Would you do it? Should you? WOLLSTONECRAFT
. S e . Mty Wollstonecraft was bom in ®
Utility would allow all human actions to be judged on the amount of happiness i
7 s a3 7 el p——_— 0 ST Ol z’fr‘r“i:’" Eng]‘“iHufE‘;’Zf‘ oot ‘;’;:
;::r:’::: :t;:m: J.n;:m.. T gmu:;.z i ofp:pl;.m“ Wﬂ“s":“”‘ég“:s born ‘2“’;::;"} 5
—in fact, her father had squandered their farn

FrvyrrTrrTT fortune. While she didn't attend school, the
young Wollstonecraft learned to read in Dutch,
French and German, and was introduced to
some ancient Greek writings as well as the
Bible. Later, after working as a teacher and
governess, she was paid to translate important
texts, including some works of philosophy.

THE PANOPTICON _

Bentham thought to apply his utilitarian theory to crime and punishment
in order to make it work better. Since all punishment causes pain, which to
Bentham was morally bad, he said it should only be used to prevent even

greater suffering.

THE BLANK SLATE
Another famous Enlighterment philosophes, John PROGRESS FOR WOMEN AND 54y oun sex, I hope, witt
Locke (1632-1704), influenced Wollstonecraft's WOMEN FOR PROGRESS excuse me, if I treat them
ideas. Locke believed people are bon without any i like rational creatures,
knowledge at all - in his words, we are tabula rasas Crucially, part of Wollstonecraft's argument instead of... viewing them
orblank slates. All our knowledge comes from our was aimed at women. She urged them not to as if they were in a state
experiences - from the world to which we are exposed fall into society’s trap which forced them into of perpetual childhood,
in our upbringing and education. inferiority. This trap made women believe they unable to stand alone.

were less clever and capable than men.

He and his brother Samuel, an engineer, spent 20 years designing a model
prison building called the Panopticon. Here's how it works:

A single watchman could see all the prisoners from a tower in the middle,
but no prisoner could see the watchman. Each prisoner could assume that
they were being watched at any time, so they would then behave all the time
as if they were being watched.

In this prison, o officer would cause harm to a prisoner, and prisoners
would police themselves into being good both inside and outside of prison.

But when Locke said ‘people’, he was only referring to
men. Wollstonecraft argued that Locke’s blank slate But more than this, Enlightenment society
idea was true of women too, and thiatit also applied to needed to remove the trap. Wollstonecraft
intellectual ability. How could women péssibly do as argued that freedom of women was vital for
well as men if they were treated as inferior from birth? progress, and that failing to teach girls to the
Tt was girls' education that was inferior, not same level as boys would threaten this

girls themselves. ‘progress - and even stop it altogether.

A SHORT LIFE BUT A LONG-LASTING LEGACY N

Wollstonecraft died aged 38, 11 days after giving birth to her second child (who would grow up.
Bentham's ideas led to the founding of England's . to become Mary Shelley, the author of Frankensteir). Considered as one of the earliest fominist
first secular university, University College London writers, her powerful argument for the equality of women and men, particularly when it came to
(UCL). His body even remains thera to this day. matters of the ming, was truly enlightening.

BECOMING AN ‘AUTO-ICON’

In his essay Farther Uses of the Dead to the
Living’, Bentham suggested that after death,

a person's body should be donated to medical
science to help the greater good. Remains should
be turned into an ‘auto-icon’ stuffed with straw,
preserved and dressed for display.

After his death in 1832, his utilitarian wish was
granted. His body was dissected and his auto-icon

Emilie du Chatelet

~ topped with a wax head - was created. It is kept Gilbert Ryl
e
at UCL in a glass cabinet and trundled out for Y’ (1706-1749)
special occasions! (1900-1976) N (( This french natural
ABritish thinker who challenged philosopher critiqued both
) Cartesian Dualism, calling the Descartes and Locke, and
separation of the mind from the o had her own ideas about

H body a 'ghost in the machine'. how we know things.




AN EXPLOSIVE-TIME

‘Wars, radical new inventions, thousands of people on the move
and centuries-old ways of life being overturned — Europe was
going through a time of unprecedented upheaval and change.

11:000.000.000

1801-1815 eh
1789-1799 The Napoleonic Wars b
The French Revolution ravaged many o war
i ed
Hallenged the rils of the Eliopen il pop:)laltg:ﬂr])j:n:la:

rici and a new republic arose.

7 i 1845-1849 %
1 The Irish Potato Famine left 1834 ok
??! gﬁ around 1 million people dead, S o
? 2 and 1 million more emigrated, . Ball bepriad
18531856 =~ ‘mostly to North America. 4 throughout the
The Crimoan Warfaally ~ 2 ; , British Empire.

weakend the Russian Empire. 1861-1865

The American
‘vil War marked

1859

1867
witedNobeLivonted
dynamite, revolutionising
‘mining, industry and
warfare all over the world.

—  understanding of
humanity's place
in the world.

)
Charles Darwin's thn end of slavery
2 theory of evolution and the birth of
challenged the 1 anew USA.

THE
INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION

“ KARL MARX’S STORY
Karl Marx was born in 1818 in Trier, Ppresent-day Germany. After university, he
travelled around Europe working as a journalist. Wherever he went, Marx was drawn
to groups of people who saw unfairness in the world and had ideas to change it.

However, he was always forced tomove on when the authorities became. suspicious of
these groups'plans. ¥
In 1843, he married activist Jenny von Westphalen and they had seven children, though
four died in childhood. From 1849 they lived in London, which was a refuge for people
who disagreed with those in power. The family was poor, often depending on Marx’s
friend Friedrich Engels to put food on the table.

‘ Z \ W : EV{exy day, Marx trudged through London to the British Library where he worked on
K:AR,\L MARJX Z - i ‘h{lmostfamousboolc.DasKapioal'l'lﬁsvmlhuggumb]ingludyof!hemn
i A | lived in and why he believed it needed to change. Marx never managed to finish

= === — > - R !hebe?kbeuuse,mumdnw?rldhems
(1818-1883) - : i
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WORK AND HOW IT CHANGED 50N C W HALL
Marx was constantly scribbling his ideas down, but his handwriting was terrible. Fortunately, P H 1 LO so r H y |7 O R)?

Jenny and Engels were able to decipher his scrawl and make readable copies of his work. Jointly
with Engels, he wrote a short pamphlet called The Communist Manifesto, published in 1848. < Marx said it was not the philosopher’s job just to
explain the world to us - instead philosophers should
change the world for the better. But can ideas only
be good if they create practical change?

The pamphlet described the system that Marx saw at work in the world. This system was capitalism.
Marx didn’t think this system was fair to everyone, so he argued for a new one: communism.

?::ef:arvv'a:g;rhe g HOW COMMUNISM WORKS

i3 4 TN ] The idea of communism has been 1z d for cartusies, Mar's version MARXiSM IN PRACTICE

= calls for ending the struggle between bourgeoisie and proletariat by Marxism (the name for Marx’s ideas),

making a classless society. To do this, the means of needed i ettt aroall
to be owned by everyone. Marx wanted a society where people could similar ideas about how people should
develop freely, not one where making profit was the main goal. By work and live. Some countries have
sharing all the resources, people would be able to try different things declared themselves to be Marxist,
instead of doing the same job over and over. The chance to try different communist or socialist and said they’
things, Marx believed, was part of being human. follow Marx’s ideals, but in reality their

Marx explained capitalism as a system where a class of people called the bourgeoisie buildings, machines,
rule society. This is because they own objects and materials called the means of raw materials -what
production. Another much larger class called the proletariat are the workers. They you need to make v Tesources were not owned by everyone.
work for the bourgeoisie by making goods which are sold for profit. The bourgeoisie things to sell — § Instead, dictators had absolute control

over the people and resources, like
Jogeph Stalin (1878-1953) in the USSR

0“‘ Qi | y ! o A E \ i Mao Zedong (1893-1976) in China
B profit - the money made from selling an | ) b i What might Marx have said about thes:

item for more than it cost to dictators' versions of communism?

WORK AND HOW IT CHANGED THE SAME EVERYWHERE & " MARX’S LEGACY ‘_

To Marx, capitalism wasa ymb‘]em for the wudd}xv dass Also, long hours operating hazardous machinery was very Marx saw how capitalism was starting to make. Marx didn't think that the world he saw - one shaped by capitalism -
fo.rtwo key reasons. Firstly, their work was unsatisfying and dangerous. If workers' attention wandered, horrible injuries everywhere feel the same, causing countries to was permanent. He strongly believed that things could change.
disconnected workers from what made them human. Secondly, and even death could result - and it often did. The bourgeoisie lose their individual characters. Now, over 170 ic: ature because he
7 m@eﬁ?ﬂ% acarally. Since Marx's
C Jou

they were being explo"&tl? d i ruling class. did. i mﬁ.& safety in their factories. ’ . later, the same coffee and clothi
In the past, people & Blects from scratch to either sell or use. pmgy end of the process, the workers did not own ,,,h,,tB found in many cities around death in 1883, many ouxtries have experimented with putting his

Marx said this was fulfilling because people used their skills and they had made. Instead, they were forced to use their meagre think of some? Do you know any cafes or shops ideas into practice with mixed success. But, supported by Marx's
creativity - parts of themselves - in their work But in capitalist ‘wages to buy objects and often found they couldn' afford them that are unique? For many countries the struggle vision, the fight for workers'rights, fairness and equality continues.
factories, workers only made one piece of an object over and over, 4t ail Wisl the botrgmolaia graw fickier tnslet this eysters, toretain their individual identity
as if they were machines. The work was boring and because the proletariat became poorer and owned less. ‘under capitalism is ongoing.
workers had no say in the final product, they became detached
[T from their work and their humanity.

Adam Smith Eleanor Marx Angela Davis
(1723-1790) (1855-1898) (1944-)

N e Marx's youngest daughter

e built on her ather's ideas
should not interfere in She campaigned for

a country's economy. an eight-hour workday,
especially for children

A Black American
philosopher and
activist, passionate
about Marxist ideas
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MAHATMA AND BAPU
Gandhi is often known as Mshatma Gandhi. Mahatma means ‘great soul’in Sanskrit.
The name made him feel uncomfortable, Gandhi said, because he didn't think he deserved it.
He was happier with the title Bapu or ‘beloved father, because i heliaved a father could have flaws.

PEQPLE NEED |
SALTTOLIVE 2

On 12 March 1930, Gandhi left
his home with a small group of
followers, beginning the long
trek to the sea to collect illegal
salt from the salt flats. In 24 days,
they walked 385 kilometres.

2P \\ !

‘When heartived at the sea, Gandhi
bent down and broke the law by
picking up a piece of mud-encrusted
salt, watched by thousands of his
followers. It was a powerful moment.
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eporters and film crows from
around the world flocked to
cover the march and influenced
opinions about Britain’s
continued rule of India.

SALT RIGHTS
UL SRE GRANTED e
BY BRITAIN

Gandhi Wins Nationalists
Freedom From Monopoly
After Long Parley

P

GANDHI’S LEGACY

Gandhi's philosophy offered a way of responding to injustice in the world. Gandhi knew it wouldn't be simple
and saw satyagraha as an ongoing process i each of us, ot of which non-violent action can ariser
His ideas remain to this day a philosophical'and political challenge to individuals and Leaders alika.
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(1870-1945)
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-~ THE MEIJI AND
~ THE MAKING OF
MODERN JAPAN

Nishida Kitars was born in 1870 in Unoke, a small, quiet village on the
Sea of Japan. The country had recently emerged from the strict military
St dictatorship of the Tokugawa period (1603-1867) and change was afoot.
( /| Under the Tokugawa, Japanese society had been organised into a rigid
g —4 class system. It had also isolated itself from the rest of the world
and, in particular, Christian and European influences.

In 1867, the samurai class rebelled against the Tokugawa and
brought a new emperor into power — Emperor Meiji. Japan
underwent an 'Enlightenment’, overturning its strict class
system, introducing a national army and navy and opening
itself up to trade, knowledge and ideas from the rest of
the world. By Emperor Meiji’s death in 1912, Japan was
amodern world power.

0 0 0 .0 0 0 0. 0 0 0O

NEW WAYS OF LEARNING

ooooooooT;l ' 0.0 G 0«

When he enrolled at the University of Kyoto, th
on what classes Nishida could take. Even so, he w
continued to pursue his i s ecoming a
professor at the same university. It was here that he dedicated 10
years to practising the Buddhist form of meditation called Zen.

e were limits
d hard and

Young Nishida benefited gmdy from Emperor Meijis reforms.

BUDDHA AND
THE MEANING
OF LIFE

Buddhism is a religion that ’ |
follows the teachings of ! N
Siddharita Cavtama, known /1]
a5 Gautama Buddha. He / / / / '
lived in Nepal from around
563 to 483 BCE.
The son of a king, Gautama One stormy night, Gautama left his palace and the
had all the earthly possessions people he loved in search of the answer. Hejoined
he could desire, but he was a group of people called ascetics who believed that
not satisfied. Although he denying themselves belongings and pleasures
had everything, he did not would bring a higher understanding But after years
Inow the meaning of life. of denying himself comforts, he still didn't know

the meaning of life, o he continued his journey.




Followers of Buddha’s .
teachings are known as Buddhists.
As part of their learning journey,
Buddhists practise Zen. Although
Zen is a Japanese translation of Chan,
the Chinese word for meditation, it
means more than that. Zen involves
contemplating curious riddles or
challenges called koan, designed to
free the mind from logic and ego.

What is our ‘self’ in the world?
What is the nature of reality?
Doesreality exist without
people to experience it?

How can we be something
and nothing at the
same time? What is

nothingness?

Here's an example of koan:
How can you hold the plough with
empty hands? Take hold of the
plough with both your hands.

BONNIER

LT

REFLECTING
ON “SELF’
IN THE WORLD

Look into a mirror. What do you see? You probably
see yourself and the things in the room that you are
in at this moment. But the image is not your real self:
itis areflection.

Nishida thought that people experienced all of
existence as a sort-of reflection. Each person can
only sed.ds far aa'their consciousnees and unique
position will allow, but they are nevertheless looking
at the same, objective reality as everyone else. He
called this objective reality the ‘pure experience’,
and it exists whether or not people gaze upon it.

By meditating, Nishida said we can feel at one with
the world around us and we can lose our sense of self.
This is true awakening to reality in its pure, rather
than reflected, state.

Nishida noted that in European philosophy,
the past, present and future are often
imagined as a line. The present is a point
on this line and the lina keeps moving.

Present

LIVING IN THE PRESENT

As well as living in places, Nishida said that we also live in time. He thought
that i ity, we need to acknowledge that reality exists only in
the present moment. The past (what has been) exists only in our memories, and
the future (what will be) exists only in our minds, so the only time that is real is
the present. Not only that, but as soon as the present has been experienced, it
becomes the past and no longer exists!

Instead, building on the idea that the past
and future do not exist, Nishida suggested
that we should think of the present as an.
unmoving point t the centre of all that exists.
We live, he said, in a state of ‘eternal now”.

Eternal now

NISHIDA’S LEGACY

Nishidn brought toaet her Zen and European philosophies, combininy
culitures to create a new approach to ideas about reality and niothingness.
His department became known as the Kyoto School, and he retired in 1930.
But retirement did not stop him being a philosopher. Most of his work was
'made between 1930 and 1945 when he died. Long after, Nishida's ideas stir
«philosophical debate worldwide and his birthplace hosts the largest building in
the world dedicated to a single philosopher, which is definitely not nothing!

Friedrich Nietzsche (13::::3;50;’ e
(1870-1966) (1844-1900) A German philosopher with

A Japanese-American This German philosopher had= [ huge influence inside and
philosopher and Buddhist a different @pproach to outside philosophy who
‘nothingness’ called ni . wrote about the relationship

monk who popularised Zen.

between time and existence. @



~SUSANNE LANGER’S STORY
W E A R) E T H E Sﬁsanne Kautl: was born in the cultural melting pot that was New York City in 1895,

as the second of five children. Her parents were well-off German immigrants and
their house was full of books, music and lively discussions. As a child, Susanne was
S X M B O L M A Iﬁ E RJ S accidentally poisoned, so much of her early education happened at home.
Indoors, her creativity flourished as she wrote stories and plays for her siblings and
discovered her love for the cello - an instrument she would enjoy playing her whole
life. Although Susanne wished to study, her father didn’t think his daughters should
go to university. But after his death in 1915, she.enrolled in Radeliffe College, and in
1921 she married William Langerand had two sons.

I
i A TRAILBLAZER t
) e almost all men, Langer was one

losophy. She taught at respected WHAT IS AESTHETICS?

n her classes, she refused to just

worn out. She argued that
testions, but new questions
built on the ide

of earlier

USA 1l ries about the way our mind
= : 1
What makes something
beautiful?
] Does everybody
Does art say things think the same things
that are true? ire beautiul?

Why does this object
make me feel like this?

i Iwasn't looking
at it, would this art
still be beautiful?

/
Can looking at .
something beautiful 7 WHAT IS ART?
help make me good?
‘When Langer said ‘art, she wasn't just talking
q about paintings. She also meant music, dance,
SUSANNE LANGER This is really poetry, sculpture - really any creative activity
expensive — does that that translates what’s inside of us so that it exists
- mean it's beautiful? outside of us. Things that we feel, like happiness,
(1895 1985) can become things we and others can see or hear,

l ke 2 happy dance or song. :
| &




VE YOU EVER LISTENED
TO A PIECE OF MUSIC,

LOOKED AT A PICTURE
READ A POEM OR

DANCED WHEN NO ONE

FELT THINGS YOU
COULDN’T FIND THE

2

WE ARE SYMBOL MAKING
CREATURES

de e
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OBJECTIVE"
AND SUBJECTIVE :

1d in a way
Something objective exists in the wor

that we can see, hear, touch, smell or taste, and describe
with words - ltke this book or @ leaf or a birthday cake.

Something subjective, on the other hand, fxms inside
‘our minds. It is something we feel but can’ rdescrtbel,
like anger or fear. Yet these feelings are yecognt:ab emi
to others even though they are unique to each of usa
grow out of our individual experiences.

s humans, we exist in both the outer and the inner world,
‘and we need to try to understand them both to live ﬁL‘l’ly
Seience gives us the tools to explore the outer world, but
the way we share and understand the iznenvorld

is through art.

WHAT IS A SYMBOL?

A symbol is a way of explaining

something by using something else. Take

this metaphor for example: ‘The road was a ribbon of moonlight”
In everyday language you could say ‘the road was lit by the moor,
but you would lose the shivery, glimmery feelings and imagery of
the symbolic language.

language is factual - it describes what we see happening
e@m celings

the

symbol, we also recognise those feelings irl oif
us feel something too.

Langer would say the information that the everyday language gives us
is objective, and the feeling the metaphor gives us is subjective. These
are the words Langer used to describe different aspects of reality:

world - it makes

IR ERAY!

THE STUDIO
AND THE GALLERY

~<

CAN ART MAKE US§f GOOD?

Though Langer wasn’t writing about how to live a good life, she did think

that to be truly human we need to engage with our feelings. She wondered

i it’s possible to live a good life if you aren’t in touch with all of yourself.
In many schools around the world, art, music and drama
are subjects under threat of being cancelled because some
people don't believe they offer us anything, unlike science
or maths, which give us new technological advances.
But Langer believed we needed both science and art to
understand life.

WORKING TO THE LAST

Even though she was losing her sight,

Langer went on writing almost to the

end of her life. Her last work was a

‘huge study of the mind ar 3 the 1cv5 -t
our feelings relate to ou: Gioughts,

called Mind: An Essay on Human Feeling. Susanne Langer
died in 1985 at the age of 89, and even now, every time we
doodle, hum or move to a beat, we are taking part in her
vision of what it is to be human.

Hannah Arendt
(1906-1975)
A German-born
American philosopher s
who looked at
what happens
when we think
about unanswerable
questions and
how they lead to
works of art.

Marshall McLuhan
(1911-1980)

A Canadian thinker
who wrote about how
modern media relates

to being human. He
described how the way
a thought is precented

<an have abiggen

Ffect on us than the

thought itself.

Grayson Perry
0 (1960-)
A popular British
artist who believes
everyone needs art to

help them make sense

< world.
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GROVER CLEVELAND

THE SOMERVILLE SET

e While at Oxford, Foot studied at the renowned Somerville

S College and swiftly became part of a circle of friends and fellow
i who i each other’s work.

They shared their writings and thrashed out ideas, pushing each

other to think about big questions - and not always agreeing.

a, P

PHILIPPA

What does being Why s;:l'ive todbe
?
morally good look like? morally goo
(B :
|
\ & 'T*G" : ' S
a \ i
< =) > '& Y
s ‘

PRIVILEGE AND
PERSEVERANCE

During World War II, Foot’s studies were paused when she
served as an economist for the government in London. But

after the war, she moved back to Somerville and focused only
on philosophy. In 1969, Foot moved to the United States where,
at several prestigious universities, she honed and nurtured her
ideas. She focused on something called everyday ethics - that is,
the moral decisions we make in our day-to-day Lives,

&L AL

How dowe
judge moral
‘goodness’?

How can we
write about it?

ACTIONS AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES

One idea that Foot picked holes in was called
consequentialism. This theory says that we should
judge actions as good (moral), or bad (immoral),
based on what happens as a result of the actions.
For example, most people agree that stealing is bad.
But if a person stole medicine to save someone’s life,
we might agree that the consequence justified the
action and that, in this case, stealing is good.

(1920-2010)

But Foot was not convinced that this theory
worked. Judging morality by looking at people’s
actions and the results as isolated events was, she
said, too subjective. That meant an action could
be good or bad solely based on people’s beliefs or
feelings. But who gets to decide? What would their
reasoning be? Foot thought human actions were
too complex to be judged this way.

—A W m s ms.
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A LIFEGUARD’S
DILEMMA

POSITIVE AND Think about the difference between these two
NEGATIVE RIGHTS scenarios:

RESCUE |
Imagine a lifeguard in a vehicle is patrolling a
sandy bay. They see that one person is caught
in the waves and so head out to rescue them.
Before the lifequard completes the rescue, they
spotanother five people further out who also
‘heed saving To save the other five people, the
lifequard must abandon rescuing the first person.
‘What should the lifeguard do?

? And how
er, she

N YYYYY

A A~

o?

Puuling ¢
up with a s

RESCUE Il

Imagine the same lifeguard from the first story
sees five peaple who need saving from the water.
To reach them in time, the lifeguard must drive the
shortest route possible, but there is a sixth person
who is in the way and will be killed if the lifeguard
takes this route. What should the lifeguard do?
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Foot said that most people will agree that it’s
acceptable for the lifeguard to save the five

people in the first rescue, but not the second.
This is because in Rescue I the lifeguard’s
inaction would let someone die, but in Rescue
II the lifeguard’s action would cause someone’s
death. In this case, the negative right not to

be harmed is seen as more important than the
positive right to be rescued.

N

THE TROLLEY PROBLEM
Foot wen

In the Trolley Prablem, Foot insisted
that it wasn't enough to think about
the difference between acting

to cause harm and letting harm
happen by not acting. She urged

us to think about something called
the ‘principle of double effect’. This
idea tries to answer the question of
whether an action is ever morally
okay when the outcomes of the
action are both good and bad.

PRINCIPLE OF DOUBLE

Foot says that we can judge

\ Ludwig Wittgenstel

§
§
o
-b itted Cat
\ Ao
philosopher Whest T o :ngplu"d ‘who opposed

another probl

difference between letting
an event

lley Problem.
lley without any brake:
e people up
th. The driver can steer the tr

oW

If the dri
five people will die a
live, If the driver act:
will be saved but
What should th

r does nothing and lets the tram follow
d the person on th
o steer the tram aw

EREECT

h an act to be morally acceptable if

teelf. (Example: The act of changing direction

The outcome that is bad was not an intended consequence. (Example: The
intention of changing direction is to save five people, not to kill one person.)
The good outcome didn’t happen directly because of the bad outcome.
(Example: Five people being saved is the result of the tram switching track,
not because it went on to kill one person.)

Foot wanted us to apply this principle to decisions in our everyday lives
because, she said, it would help us to make morally good choices.

A GIFT THAT XEEPS-Oi{ GIVING

Everyday goodness was at the heart of everything Foot did.

She strived daily towards being just and being charitable
LAY and she was an early member and lifelong supporter of

l Oxfam, a charity based in her beloved Oxford. Impressively,

she continued to write and talk about her ideas well into

her eighties. She died on her goth birthday, having gifted

the world her cutting-edge ideas, curiosity and dedication
" to understanding what it means to be morally good.
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argued that there wos - >
or depetdnt o1Vl stora iniiuences.

HENRY ODERA ORUKA

(1944-1995)

AN INDEPENDENT WAY OF THINKING

Independence movements across Africa were fuelled by African intellectuals
and theorists, many of whom had been to European or North American universities.
d that these think d their brilliant ideas were Western
rather than African, and so belonged to the history of Western ideas. But Oruka
challenged their narrow view of African ideas. When it came to philosophy, he PHILOSOPHY?
ctlition of African thought that was not rooted i
ou

In 1884, a group of leaders from wealthy European coun
met for a conference in Berlin, Germany, to discuss trading
boundaries in Africa. By the end, they had selfishly split up
large parts of the continent for their respective countries

to rule — all without the input of African people and leaders.
The colonisation of African countries, or ‘Scramble for Africa’
as it was called, was a brutal and bloody process. Britain and
France, as well as Belgium, Germany, Italy, Portugal and
Spain, invaded huge territories of land, taking control and
enforcing discriminatory laws on non-white people.

SIMPLIFYING AFRICAN WORLDVIEWS

European colonisers and Christian missionaries on journeys to convert people
encountered many rich and varied cultures across Africa. But rather than
working to understand and respect the detailed workings of these cultures
and their interactions, the colonisers re-organised African people into new,
drastically simplified groups. These were often based on a dominant language,
sets of prominent physical features or geographic location. The colonisers also
prosented Africans as having simple, undeveloped worldviews, and they used
this to justify their actions and ideas of superiority.

IS THERE SUCH
A THING AS AN AFRICAN



At the heart of Oruka’s concept of African philosophy was the role of the sage. A sage is ‘This was an arqument against helping poor countries by giving Sharing wealth would make poor countries poorer by weighing down
a person regardad by others in their socisty as wise and knowledgeable; a person others foreign aid, put forward in 1974 by American ecologist Garrett their unsafe lifeboats. But letting people migrate to richer countries
go to for personal guidance or for help with big questions about nature, reality, morality Hardin. Hardin argued the world's richest countries were like safe, ‘would weigh down the safe lifeboats, making them unsafe too.
and the supernatural. In African society, Oruka said, there are two types of sage. spacious lifeboats, and they should not share their wealth to help

the world's poorest countries, which were unsafe, crowded lifeboats.

A FOLK A PHILOSOPHIC
SAGE SAGE \\

This pi often an elder, follows is person takes a critical, rational
traditional customs and passes on sayings approach to knowledge, values and the
and lessons from previous generations. world. Oruka’s example was Paul Mbuya
Ol ) fo O e B L Ve oo SN A Lo o r T et e et e
community in Mali. Ogotemméli was ‘was a paramount chief and spiritual
a blind hunter, priest and wise leader who had great knowledge of
man who shared traditional the traditions and beliefs of the Luo.
advice and stories about He used this knowledge to answer
his community. philosophical questions.

i 1 An act of charity, Oruka explained his idea with a new,
nonsensé, n his articla called “The Philosophy L ‘metaphor showing the hirnan population as
e EonN o7, o aakoc us ot b i op 2. Away to benafit global trade which bt &
helping other countries as s siapla matter helps everyone. i i o
between imaginary boats. Instead, we can 3. A way for rich countries to fix their of“"*’]"m.c it“‘]’hs“‘]‘“b i
justify foreign aid because it is: historical wrongs. S e s Do
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SOCRATES THE SAGE

Tmportantly, a sage is not a uniquely African role.
Oruka said that a philosophic sage is simply a
kind of philosopher. According to an ancient
Greek thinker called Pythagoras, a philosopher is
alover of wisdom'. Oruka thought this was a good
‘way to describe a sage. In his view, Socrates was

a philosophic sage because his main role was

AUTHENTICALLY AFRICAN

Oruka argued that the philosophy practised by
African philosophic sages was authentically
‘This is because philosophic sages had existed across
 Africa long before colonialism, so they were not
i by non-African education and philosophical
traditions. Even more, Oruka believed that philosophic
sages were vital to help reach solutions to the problems
faced by postcolonial African societies.

guiding others towards a better society.

.

Valentin-Yves Nkiru Nzegwu
Mudimbe (1954-)
(1941-) A Nigerian
Mudimbe is i )
famous for The
Invention of
Africain which
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created new
myths about
African pasts.
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T ) About 85 million years ago, a piece of land broke away from the ancient supercontinent
Gondwanaland and drifted out across the southern sea. Cut off from other land masses,

its unique animal and plant species evolved and flourished. Flightless birds roamed the

undergrowth, from chicken-sized kiwis to moas taller than an ostrich. Dense forests climbed
the mountains’ steep sides and there were no mammals or large predators to be seen.
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Then, around the 11th and 12th centuries, Polynesian explorers in oeam-g‘t;lng‘ canoes spotted

along white cloud on the horizon. Sailing closer, the tangata o te waka — the people of the ) J
canoe — found a new, strange land and decided to make it their home. This was Aotearoa. -

KO IO 149 KO/ OV QSO KOO O

THE PECPLE OF THE LAND

In 1642, a Dutch ship

Over time, more canoes With the new people, arrived, rief skirmish From around 1800, waves
came to the islands. however, cametatsand | ith the local people and of British settlers came,
Different tribes settled dogs that the native left. They renamed the keen to farm, cut timber
on the coasts and spread animals had nodefence iclands Staten Landt and i and dig gold mines,
inland along rivers into against The flightless then Nova Zeelandia coast northernand | which resulted in the
the forests and mountains.  birds were easy prey (New Zealand in English).  southern islands. There destruction of the natural
They adapted their ways for hunters to feed their e environment. With the
to this new home andwove  families, and within a Lo addition of European
them into their stories, {few centuries, many had ‘weaponry, wars between
> Pecolning fengate wheniia W bacoss extine The loss M e tiibes vorsenad and
seople of the land. of the mae= 2 peckly violence between Maori
| affec e he ndw pedple, and setflers increased.
3 : causing a shift in their
§ view of their island
L & A homes. Then, oneday, a ml
\ different kind of canoe
bR A
the horizon.

€

Zaa A CULTURE UNDER ATTACK

s . <
MiORI AND PRKE Hi / (@.@ﬂ S Muu"(i\“hnv was being steadily eroded as part of the
= = colonising process, and the Maori peoples became
In Te reo, the M: = == s ens. But in the 20th century, the tide
5 : ’l’ =
‘ordinary’ or & — he fight for Maori
used the word 1 to all the islanders, =2 al meeting houses were built and

but Maori didn't see themselves as a single e lected and retold,

Al 3 group. Instesd, they belonged to different - i
> > independent tribes called twi, and ulture and philosophy grew
MAORI PHILOSOPHY / .
(c.1200 — PRESENT DAY) Suro] tilers Pakeha, meaning 245/ AN AN 4
‘non-Maori New Zealander' AN
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WHAT ARE INDIGENOUS PHILOSOPHIES?

the any Indigenous philosophies, but what does that me:
le being the first to settle somewhere. It involves having a d
like family, not property. You c: wn the land
le also share the experience of being colonised

Philosophy is the practice g questions about the world, but it often refers
only to Eurocentric ideas. Indigenous philosophies ask the same kinds of
questions but their answers are rooted in their different worldviews

and histories. So, is Maori philosophy only for people who

identify as Maori? If so, should this chapter be here?

Or can non-Maori lear from a Maori worldview?

X /ifgc% i@

WHO’S DOING THE
WRITING?

Maori philosophy wasn't originally written
down. It was passed from generation to
generation through art and telling stories.
‘When Pakeha scholars and missionaries
wrote these stories down in English, much
‘was lost in translation.

Take the Mzori word whakapapa, which was
translated simply as ‘family tree’. In reality,
it's an idea that means much more. Whaka
‘means ‘to create’ and papa refers to ‘the
ground’. Papa-also liriks to Papatasnuku

or Mother Eartl. So, part of whakapapa's
‘meaning is to ‘become grounded’ or ‘have

a firm base', and for Maori, this is key to
knowing who you are.

Pakeha translators also misunderstood
women’s role in Msori culture. In the Maori
creation story, the Sky Father Ranginui and
the Earth Mother Papattianuku are equally
important. When translators came across a
story about Io, a different male creator, he
seemed more familiar to their own Christian
idgas, They decided this story was more
important - and true - than the story
involving Papattanuku.

WHAT I§ A GOOD WAY TO ACT?

The pepeha tells us that Maori see themselves in connection with the people — both past
and present — who they are related to and the land they are anchored to.
When it comes to ethics, or the right way to behave, Méori believe the decisions you make
need to put the community rather than yourself first. And because the natural world
is part of your community, that must be considered too.

=

PROTECTING
OUR ANCESTOR

Aotearoa means ‘long white cloud’,
which the people of the canoe saw on
the horizon all those years ago. Maori.

philosophy has evolved from the history

of Aotearoa. As part of that philosophy,

. theislands and the whole world are seen
as our ancestors which we, as part of

their family, have a duty to protect. This

view and other Maori insights on how to

live can speak to us all, no matter

‘where we're from. /

YN

A

This is my tribe,
‘my sub-tribe,
my family.
Kiri Prentice
(1980-)

Tohoe,
ko Ngapuhi-nui-tonu te iwi)

A philosopher and
scientist who looks at
place of Maori thought Maori philosophy
in education.
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MARY MIDGLEY
(1919-2018)

»
Humans and animals have shared this planet for hundreds of thousands of years. During that time,
we have eaten animals and been eaten by them, farmed them, hunted them for sport and invited them
into our homes. We have seen animals as enemies, servants, the next meal and well-loved friends.
Over the years, philosophers have asked questions about our relationship with animals. What is the
difference between animals and people? How should we treat animals? Do animals deserve to be treated

morally? Do animals have value in themselves or are they only important if they’re useful to us?

These questions have led to some challenqing answers about the place of animals in our world.

Also, antmals don’t
have souls!

A BRIEF HISTORY

Without language,
we can’t form soctal
contracts. Animals can’t

Language s the test of

reasoning and animals

don’t have it. Really, they’re |\ talk and that’s an end to it.
Just like machines.

Being able to reason is the
highest attribute. Animals
can’t reason. They are only

there for humans to use. terr=
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Aristotle Thomas Aquinas René Descartes
(384—322 BcE) (1225-1274 cE) (1596-1650)
It's clear animals And they Antmals can’treason and so are That's right - being cruel
do have some stmple learn from only useful as far as humans have toantmals sets a bad

a use for them. But mistreating
antmals is wrong. It might lead
S @\ tomistreating humans.

example for children.

mental abtlities. expertence.

A3 ’ SR ki
John Locke Immanuel Kant Mary Wollstonecraft
(1632-1704) (1724-1804) (1759-1797)
Ietsn't whether antmals e S male
SR » happtness and the least evolved to
question is can they suffer ko phioR R Rl
;] | stuation —shouldn’t that [ —
o) be true for animals too?

"\ Asavet, Ican tell you they -

do! Animals are sentient
beings. They are conscious
# that a rock or

o

N
|
~
I are not. . P ))‘Q
William Youatt /!ohn Stuart Mill
(1806-1873)

Jeremy Bentham

(1776-1847)

TIME FOR A RETHINK

(1748-1832)
Though groups had been questioning cruelty to animals since the
early 19th century, in the 20th century there was a rapid increase in
factory farming and animals being used in scientific experiments.
TV and films also began to give us vivid pictures of wildlife and the

= A
=
==
v CElE
ways they live. This caused a wider rethink about our relationships

=
r 4 =
v with the non-human inhabitants of the world, snd one philosopher
vl '\ who took part in this Toaons Coret 2, was Mary Midgley.
l‘
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¥ N WOMEN SOLVING PROBLEMS BQNN\ER
: : sed on what Midgley GAIA
In the 1960s, scientist James Lovelock was working
for NASA, researching how we could detect life on
other planets. He started by thinking about what a
lifeless planet looks like and how that was different
to Earth, and he came up with the idea of Gaia.

‘This idea describes our world as one interconnected
this. o living system, like the many that make up our
bodies or plants. Midgley felt the Gaia theory

inati rethink how we

‘Eﬁmﬁ:ﬂﬁz;;m d%gNN‘ER

Atthet

MARY MIDGLEY-s sTORY

ppa Foot, began to question

‘Way we see animals. It was the op)

atomising - it looked at the small

and also how they worked in the big
Mary Midgley was borm as Mary Scrutton in Londonin s e e ey el e
1619, just after the end of World War I At school,she often. — it Midle
got into trouble for being untidy and disorganised but
even so, she managed to get into Oxford University at a
time when women were still viewed with some suspicion.
When World War I started in 1939, many men, including
students and professors, went away to fight. This gave
space for women to make their voices heard

IGRITEIS 4 pe————a
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RETHUINKING BARRIERS

When ika was asked why animals mattar, T e R e ’&ll — ’ X
.

Midgley replied with another question: why do that decided that animals are also separate
other people matter? Most philosophies would to us. This meant we didn’t have any dut
e s Fove oy fowa i e e e A PHILOSOPHER
. . p humans to treat them fairly. But in our history, the philosophers of the past and urged us to . TO HER LAST
barriars have been put up that exclude different rethink their ideas. By rethinking this barrier,
! SMALL CHILDREN AND ANIMALS people from fair treatment by saying that they we would see that animals are the group to . \ BREATH
PHILOSOPHICAL are not really human. People such as women, which we belong. We are not separate from (o) et
PLUMBIN One everyday thing that Midgley was always fascinated with e e ke fream e et s el
BING was animals. As a child, she preferred stuffed animals to dolls, 5 isabilities have been seen as on it i e T ild. B few;eks
N . but as a grown-up, it wasn't only cuddly creatures that interested the other side of a wall. Earth. What we do day to day and how we 3 1 her last bool at
To Midgley, philosophy was a lot like R 4"7 ol "Gw‘ﬁ’;y Midgloy, sho left hor : relate o other creatures and the world needs Is Philosophy For? was
s “’"”"" e T st N : - ot thought about properly. We nsed fo m o) published. Hor answers
e e i ol b m ot ks b s O o why we hinkch hinge we doand - tothat question continue
We don’t often think about those things from behaviour - from ants to dolphins to zebras. pasc i claclls Jetat we (o wly Himaend to place philosophy at

oy i Aoy bt v iy wbisvt 15 g romg agree. Our decisions matter. the centre of our lives,
- when a pipe begins to smell, oranidea . As she read and observed, she noticed many similarities between . helping us to understand
becomes out of date - it makes small children and animals! When she returned to being a 82, how to relate to the world

us uncomfortable. full-time philosopher in her 50s, she was more convinced than h and the other animals in

. ever that philosophy needed to wrestle with everyday problems, A DY 7Z \ it. Philosophy for Mary

and one of the smelly pipes we needed to investigate was our : Midgleywas evary bitas

practical and important

as plumbing.

4
plumbers and philosophers i Ty
who came before. She 3 e
believed that once we 2 r ¥
understand their work, ]
Gary Francione
Tom Regan 4,\ - Lynn Margulis (1954-)
(1938-2017) - o (1938—2011) An American
An American animal rights ) s >hilosoph d
pioneer who believed that A hmerican bisloole: i e
non-human creatures had value L ho ksl ety o the he ot
in themselves, not just because Sy TS

of their usefulries: t¢ the Salitheopy) Considered property
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A LONG HISTORY 0+ RACisw | NN NN PO
Although slavery in the USA was formally abolished in 1865,

former enslaved people — mostly of African heritage and
particularly those living in the country’s south — continued to
be treated unfairly. Black people’s rights were heavily restricted

i
l"lH"lﬁTﬁﬁ?

== and housing and public facilities like schools, sports fields and
- . libraries were segregated to prevent them from mixing with white
= people. The Ku Klux Klan, a group who believed white people were

superior to all other races, committed violent crimes against
Black people that were frequently overlooked by the courts.

AT THE

CROSSROADS

11
111
THE CIVIL RIGHTS

MOVEMENT

In the 19505 and 60s, people formed groups
deel to campaign for racial equality in the law and
ton, Ohio USA. ° society. They held protests, sit-ins and boycotts

1
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e S across the country, and these groups and their
e b he activities became known as the civil rights
y movement. Through their consistent collective

action, the movement made rany important
breakthroughs such as the Civil Rights Act
(1964), which outlawed discrimination, and
the Voting Rights Act (1965), which removed
barriers that prevented Black people from
voting. But despite these incredible wins,
racism in America did not end. Sadly, when the
prominent leader and Baptist preacher Martin
Luther King Jr was assassinated in 1968, the
movement lost momentum.

GROUP THINKING
Inthe 1980s, Crenshaw studied at multiple universities including Cornell, Harvard Law School and the
University of Wisconsin. At each one, she found that the idea of how gender related to race was not taught in
any class. As someone who identified both as a woman and Black person, this puzzled her. She felt there was

a clear link between her identities that needed to be discussed. In response, she and some fellow students
formed a group to debate and develop ideas on race and society, called the Critical Race Theory Workshop.

n we best R
How can naming
Y a problem help
schools and workplaces Why are some to solve it?
lead to inequality people more vulnerable
in society? to discrimination
than others?

rstand race e

and racism?



CRITICAL RACE THEORY

One important theory the group developed was But crucially, saying that race is socially
critical race theory. This idea says that race is socially constructed doesn’t mean that the effects of
constructed — that is, race and its meanmg has been race and racism are not real. On the contrary,
made up by humans and is not natural or b they h to shape iety. Think of the

In some societies, the idea of race has been used to way himone have created somncies by drawing
: . Snused o, borders on a map — the countries and borders are
falsely link people’s natural physical traits, like skin e e
- colour, hair type and facial features, with imaginary id b ‘
ideas of how intelligent or kind or moral they are.

COURT DISMISSED!

Another problem Crenshaw discovered while studying Law was the
court case of Emma DeGraffenreid, an African American woman

splied for a job at car manufacturing company
ama sued the company, claiming she had been

the women were

@ in low-level, low-paid
X man nor a white woman.
a victim of double
discrimin: ding al to both race
and gender was a su Y ag n ent and

her case was thrown out of court

AN ACCIDENT AT
THE.CROSSROADS

Crenshaw analysed Emma’s case and created an
analogy for thinking about this problem.
NAMING, FRAMING
Imagine a busy crossroads where traffic is flowing in
l diactions. There s s acetdont intha middle ot the AND SOLVING
intersection. Who caused the accident? PROBLEMS

It is not always easy to identify which vehicle is to blams
It may have been caused by one or more than one vehicle
or even by the way the vehicles reacted to one another in
these particular circumstances.

Now imagine the traffic is different forms of discrimination
—and a person standing at the intersection is harmed: Just
"“like the vehicles, it’s not easy to identify the particular
form of discrimination that caused'the harm. Crenshaw
said that Emma was at the crossroads of two forms of
discrimination.

nguistic pm.csorhsr< look at

L T ﬁ
INTERSECTIQONALITY BEYOND RACE AND GENDER _

Besides gender and race, Crenshaw ‘Think about your age and what that allows you
talked about other forms of identity, to do and not do. That feature of your identity
such as disability, age, class and sexual  has its own relationship with other people
orientation, and encouraged us to see (like your parents or teacher), history (such
identities as relationships. How, she as how children’s rights have not always been
asked, do the identities you have relate  recognised), structures in society (like child

to other people, human history, big protection laws) and with ideas (like thinking

ideas and the way society is organised?  about whether children should vote).

A feminist and novelist
from France whose book
called The Second Sex
challenged the male-
‘eentred structure
of society.

A psy(hlutrkt from Martinique.
ork on Plack identity,
Innguuge and freedom laid
foundations for understanding
how political power
relates to race.

v

‘When we look at the rel

3",q',niams (1951\)
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EACH CASE IS UNIQUE

dentities, but they might be

eated unfairly because of multiple
e might give you i
thers might be
obstacles. Sometimes people are which is why it's important to look

treated unfairly because of one of at how identities intersect.
An American law
professor who helped
shape critical race theory.
A A A A A er ideas help solve legal
problems presented by
recent discoveries
in genetics.

BRIGHTER, SAFER FUTURES
Today, Crenshaw is a pioneering law professor.

Alongside teaching, she writes, gives speaches

and advises on policies relating to gender

and race around the world, quided by her

thoughts on intersectionality. For Crenshaw,

intersectionality goes beyond being a

philosophical idea. It is part of a wider, ongoing

project to fight racism, sexism and other forms
x of inequality in society.
ASVYAYAYW/ |
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Activist Someone who actively works to
bring about political or social change.

Besthetics The study of art and beauty.

Ascetics People who, often for religious or spiritual reasons,
strictly deny themsalves certain physical pleasures.

Autobiography The story of a person's
life, written by that person.

Bible The holy book for Christians.

Boyeott Choosing not to buy from a
company of country as a protest.

Caliph The name that was given to
leaders of the Islamic faith.

Civil disobedience Refusing to obey an unjust
law or regulation in a peaceful manner.

Class Ways of dividing people in a society into
higher or lower groups, based on things like wealth,
education, jobs, race, the way they speak, or religion.

Colonialism Wher one power (usually a country) takes
control of another territory and its people, usually by force.

Consequentialism The basic principle that we
should judge our actions as moral or immoral
based on their consequences alone.

Controversial Causing disagreement and argument.

Critical race theory This examines the way
race and racism is built into our institutions,
like our education system or the law.

{

Daoism (or Taoism) A Chinese philosophy based on ideas
of ‘harmony’ and stemming from the writings of Lao Tzu.

Democracy In ancient Greece, this was a system of rule in
which all citizens (the free men) participated in government.

Dialectic The art of discussion. In philosophy, the
process of reasoning to reach an understanding
of the truth beyond people’s opinions.

Dialogue A conversation between two people.

Dictator A ruler with absolute control over a country
which they maintain often using brutal methods.

Discrimination Treating people unfairly because of
things like their skin colour, gender or sexual orientation.

Dynasty Periods cftime under the rule of one family or clan.

Someone who studies the way wealth
(which includes money, the things we produce, the
Services we use) works in different societies.

Ethics The study of morality - that is, what
is ‘good’ or ‘bad, right or ‘wrong’.

Eurocentric Understanding the world only in
terms of Western values and ideas, seeing these as
superior to those of other countries or cultures.

Everyday ethics Applying moral meaning to
decisions we make in our day-to-day lives.

Existentialism A branch of European twentieth-
century philosophy exploring free will, rational thought
and the place of the individual in the universe.

Exploitation Taking advantage of a person
or group for your own benefit.

Foreign aid Help given by one country to another
country. This could be in the form of money,
food, equipment, training or personnel

Ge'ez The ancient language of Ethiopia.

Geometry A branch of mathematics relating
to the distance, shape, size and position of
points, lines, curves and surfaces.

Hierarchy A social hierarchy is a system of organising
people in order of how important you think they are.

Incoherence Fuzzy thinking Being unclear.

Intersectionality The ways in which different
social categories that apply to a person (like
class, gender, race) come together in their
individual experience of discrimination

Jesuit A Roman Catholic order founded in 1540 that
has been important in spreading different philosophical
ideas. Jesuits travelled around the world to learn about
other cultures in order to convert them to Christianity.

Logic The study of reasoning. Logic applies
evidence and rational thinking to help us reach
conclusions about what is true or false,

Manifesto A public statement
of a person or group’s aims,
beliefs and intentions.

Metaphysics Enquiry into

reality and existence that goes

beyond asking questions that can

be answered through science. -

Objective V/hena position taken
is based on evidence and fact rather
than on opinions and personal
feelings. The opposite of subjective.
For Susanne Langer, something that
is objective exists in the outside
world. We can experience it with our
senses and describe it in words.

Ontology The study of
the nature of being.

Oracle A person through whom a
god or gods are believed to speak.

Phenomena Plural of
‘phenomenon’. In science, a fact
or event that wa know exists
because it can be observed.

Polymath Someone who is knowledgeable

in many different areas. Throughout this book, you
can find many famous philosophers who didn’t only
specialise in philosophy. This could be because
philosophical questions relate to all aspects of life.

i il The phil of ancient
Greoks before Socrates's ideas and teachings.

Qur’an The holy book for Muslims.

Republic A country that is run by elected
representatives rather than by a monarch.

Rights Something a person is entitled to. Human
rights cannot be given or taken away by any person
or government. Civil rights are rights that are granted
and protected by laws in a person’s own country.

Second-class eitizen Scmeone whose rights and
opportunities are considered less important than
those of the dominant group in a society.

Subjective When something is based on

feelings or beliefs or a specific point of view.

TFor Susanne Langer, something that is subjective exists
inside our minds. We can share it with others using art.

Theology The study of religion.

Tolerance The ability to accept ideas or
beliefs that are different from your own.

Torah The holy book for Jews.

Worldview How we see and understand the world. It
affects the way we think, act and perceive other people.
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Joan Haig grew up in Zambia and Vanuatu and now lives in
Scotland, where she is a lecturer and writer. In 2020 Joan
edited Stay at Home! Poems and Prose for Children Living in

* Lockdown. Her debut novel, Tiger Skin Rug, was nominated for

the Carnegie Medal. In 2022, she published Talking History —
abook about history-making speeches — with Joan Lennon.

Part Scottish, part Canadian, Joan Lennon isa novelist,
poet and non-fiction writer, living in the Kingdom of Fife,
Scotland, at the top of a tall house with a fine view of the

River Tay. Her historical novels for 8-12-year-olds include
The Wickit Chronicles, The Slightly Jones Mysteries and
Silver Skin. In 2022, she published Talking History — a book
about history-making speeches — with Joan Haig.

.

 André Ducei is a Brazilian comic artist based in Italy.
He is the author of two books, Fim do Mundo and
Grande, published in Brazil and Europe. His works
are distinguished by tropical landscapes, scientific

illustrations and social themes.
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