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INTRODUCTION

Hello, and CONGRATULATIONS on
winning the very important job of

READER-IN-CHIEF

of this book!

~ GOING PLACES

Early humans moved around in search of food. Simply surviving was a job in itself.

Since we settled down, there have been [ots of odd occupations, past and present,

that involve transport or travel. That's what this first chapter is all about, so here
are four fab facts to get you going!

LEAST EASY CHAIR WORLD'S LONGEST SHIP

©
A
' It's an exci?ing position that comes with lots of gren‘t rewards!
O Tl s i Sl S e el 1 @k oo 61 g G

that suits you, day or night. All we ask in refurn is that
you learn a little and laugh a lot as we reveal the
astonishing stories behind...

The First Hurran Cannonkall
and other Incredible Joks. ///

From ancient Egypt to modern times, the whole wide world

of work [ies between these pages — from the strange to
the dangerous and even out into space!

So, grab a chair and get to work.
111l certainly pay you back in facts and
lav8h5‘ Plus, this book won't read itself,

you know!

Sedan chairs carried fashionable people a8 o
o $7000000p!
across filthy city streets over 200 years
ago. The chairs were heavy, rides were
bumpy and accidents often occurred!

Scrapped in 2009, the Seawise Giant oil
tanker was four football pitches long.
Its captain always planned ahead, as the
ship took 9 km to come fo a halt.

FIRST AIR STEWARDS

US space agency NASA uses huge I
For men, sfurhng in 1912, German

Heinrich Kubis served on giant Zeppelin
airships. For women, American Ellen
Church (a trained Pilof) began
sfewardlns planes=in\i930.

crawler-transporters fo take rockets fo
their Jaunch sites. Due to the extremely
heavy weight, it has a fop speed of 1.6
km/hour, No speed fiends need apply!




We HeLp THe INCAN RULER IN CUZCO SEND IMPORTANT
MESSAGES ~ BUT FIRST WE HAVE TO GET KNOTTED!

The EmMpire 15 VAST. Over
3.000 kM LONG ON THE COAST
of SouTH AMeRICA

Hi! 1'm A piece of strine
IN THE INCAN EMPIRE SOME
1,000 years Aco!

See? OUR KNOTS CONTAIN
CODED INFORMATION

THIS GETS CARRIED BY
A MESSENGER CALLED A
CHASQU) - CHOSEN FOR
BEING SPEEDY...

We'Re PART OF A 'MOP’ OF LOTS OF
STRING MESSAGES CALLED A QUIPO.

WHAT A
LoToF
KNOTS!

1 CAN RUN AT A
RATE OF KNOTS!

CHASQUIS RUN IN RELAY BETIIEEN SHELTERS CALLED TAMBOS,
KEEPING THE QUIPO MOVING QUICKLY BETWEEN THEM...

Yes IMHOT
FOOTING IT!

EVENTUALLY, THE QUIPO
REACHES ITS RECIPIENT AND
GETS DECODED. .

BLOWING A SEA SNAIL HORN AS AN ALERT,
A QUIPO ¢AN cover over 200 km N A
DAY BETWEEN CHASQUIS...

SEND MORE
STRING - WERE
RUNNING OUT

= pAAARP!

K WORLD'S FASTEST
MOVING SNAIL!

HIGH OFFICE

The China Postal Service
runs the world's highest post
office at Base Camp on Mount

Everest. Climbers can send
postcards in warmer months.
Wish you were there?

USA, keeps meving
(mail-jumpe’s
ers.

Wisconsim

while yourg A
mailboxes on P!

n Lake Genevay
the shm’eiine!
nd on stuffing ot
sometimes they fall in:

A mailboat ©
slowly along
jomp oFf @
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— SRR RIS

It's 396 BCE. WeLcome 10 HeRre, MEN - AND ONLY MEN - GET TO
OLYMPIA, HOME OF THE ANCIENT SEE WHO IS FASTEST AND STRONGEST.
Greek OLyMPIC GAMES.

WNOMEN ARE BANNED FROM EVEN
WATCHING, LET ALONE COMPETING.

[ eerisiLy
80YS GAMES

ING AROUND

SE
\'\0?‘ 4 that ancient oddbay, TAKE A BOW

aves’

e%e“ evor Caligvla made his A horse called Trigger. was
E [ U»“ fusy @ judge and ey " o world-famous film star in the
i “C‘*o 4 with g°1d~ Neiop, / 1940s. Owned by US cowboy
n(esu‘,ely not? &h: actor Roy Rogers, Trigg?r cm:'ld

bow to applavse and sign his
name with an X’

BUT O YOU KNOW WHO
ARE THE FASTEST AND
STRONGEST COMPETITORS?

e

A
M.q

We RACE TIWELVE TIMES ROUND A
LONG COURSE CALLED A HIPPODROME
NO_ O AWAY

HIPPO IS GREEK
FOR HORSE

NO. YOU
MOVE OveR!

SMALL WONDERS
Miniature horses can replace
dogs as guides for the visually
impaired. Unlike dogs, horses’
eyes face sideways and they can
spot potential hazards over

a much wider area.

BLACK BEAVUTIES

The horses used by the Royal Canadian
Movunted Police — nicknamed the
Mounties — are all black because

someone decided that it best showed
off the red tunics of their riders.

ALL THAT - AND
WHAT DO WE GET
FOR WINNING?

MAKING ME
HERSTORY S FIRST
EVER FEMALE
OLYMPIC WINNER!
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(&t RED FLAG LAD

Hi! r'ee come 1o The
POINT. I'M A PENCIL, AND
THIS STORY 15 TRUE

IT 1AKes pLACE IN CATFORD,
soutH Lonoon, In 1895

—_

W

THIS INNOCENT-LOOKING BOY
1S WORKING AS A LOOK-OUT

1M A FINE LOOKING
LOOK-OUT. IF 1 AY
S0 MYSELF. 6UV!

He 15 LOOKING OUT FOR POLICE OFFICERS.
WHO ARE LOOKING OUT FOR MOTOR CARS
LIKE THE ONE BEHIND HIM =2

Y i

HELLO,
HELLO!

I7 BeLoNGs To Henry Hewetson

WHO HATES GOING

BUT THE LA $SAYS HE CAN'T 6O
FASTER THAN 2 MPH' IN TOWN.

2

SLOWLY.

*32 KM/HOUR

PLUS, YOU'RE MEANT TO HAVE SOMEONE IN
FRONT WAVING A RED FLAG TO WARN PEOPLE

WIHAT HAVE

50, WHEN THE LOOK-OUT SPOTS THE OFFICER, HE
SIGNALS TO THE CAR, WHICH SLOWS TO LET THE
PASSENGER OUT, WHO IS CARRYING... Me!

THE LA DOES NOT SAY WHAT
$IZE THE FLAG NEEDS TO BE!

THE SPEED LIMIT WAS RAISED SOON
AFTER - AND | BET CARS 6O MUCH

FASTER IN THE FUTURE

Don't THeY? TRAFFIC JAM!

FAST FORIARD
TO YOUR TIME!

JUST THE yog,

DRIVE TIME

CHILL ouT!
Truckers supplying mines in northern Canada have to
drive over frozen lakes and rivers. The trick is fo never
stop moving or you might break the ice. Eek!

HOP IT!
s in the intense heat of the Avustralian ovfbaclk
ate huge ‘road trains’
keep out of their way!

Trucker.
:.‘ hitch fogefher several traijerste-cte
that can’t stop in a hutry. Kahgareos,

QUACKERS!
Many cities have so-cafjed
fours? where Specialf

CLOWNING AROUND ,
invente
-porn Lov Jacobs Inv
German s e the 1950s.
nside and drive
ite being fehs )
90 cm long.

‘duck
amphibious
buses take Sightseers throueh
tivers, lakes and hatbours,

well as on regul

the one-perse i
He could squeeze !
it around desp
tall and the car just

as
ar roads!
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@ THE DAY JOB &
I
COLEMAN

Hi! My name is Bessie Coleman. | was born
in Atlanta, Texas, USA, in 1892, one of

thirteen children. What’s an aviatrix?
Well, keep reading and you'll find out!

LD LD o D

| proved to be a brilliant and
brave pilot. | was the first Black
woman fo get a pilot’s licence, 9
and when | went home in 19272,
| was hailed a heroine!

NAME: BESSIE COLEMAN
TONATLITY AMERICAN

NAT
T10N. AVIATRIX

0CCUPA

In my ear[y 20s, | moved to Chicago and worked s

in a beavty parfour, World War | was underway
and soldiers back from France told me they
had seen something amazing...

wonen pilotsr oy

could become °‘”‘°fcr‘, 2 é’xcired

pe on aviatrix _ 7 thep U e

would feach me bsacu Shay, //Vsth"d fo
. Was g ho one

it woman,

| became so famous, the press called me
‘Queen BeSS and now there are roads,
schools and airports named after me.
But | showed them. | studied French
at night school and in 1920 | fook my
savings and sailed to France fo take

You could say that when it came to my job,
1 was a real high flyer!

flying lessons in Paris. Magnifique!

105

RN A A ;A

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.




SPACEMAN

B e econta Becn DOING THE SAME OLD Tris 15 YUri Gacari, AND o 12 Apit 1961
8US AND, Yes. | 00 60 JOB FOR A LONG TIME - HE LAUNCHED A SUPER NEIW CAREER CHOICE -
UNLIKE THIS 6UY. SPACEMAN!

ROUND AND ROUND!

(Coea@ )( N
“0—Lo-

LETS 6Ot

Y URI WAS THE FIRST Y URI WAS PICKED AS HE
PERSON TO FLY IN SPACE USKEBIRLOJIOCTBO ALY SQUISHED INSIDE
As A Sovier UNION A TINY CAPSULE
COSMONAUT AGOARD THE ON TOP OF A
Vostok | SPACECRAFT. g BIG ROCKET...
e 10T
o

a
ayscA

o1 190 <AL

e SE

108 minuTES LATER,
HE PARACHUTED BACK
10 EARTH - A Hero!

THEN HE WAS BLASTED INTO NOT THAT HE HAD MUCH TO DO AS HIS
SPACE, ORBITING EARTH AT THIS JOB SURE FLIGHT WAS CONTROLLED FROM EARTH.
over 27,000 km/Hour! INVOLVES A LOT
oF TRAVEL

ASLEEP ON THE JOB

ture trip to Mars will take

Any fu
5. US space

at least seven month :
¢y NASA pays people to
g0t hat

ALL I HAVE
100015
o sleep for weeks to see w
effect ar<>\o'\ged rest has

on their bodies.

COSMONAUTS EVER SINCE
HAVE COPIED HIM FOR LUCK!

BerFore LIFT-OFF YURI DID A WEE
ON THE BACK WHEEL OF THE BUS
TAKING HIM TO THE LAUNCH PAD

WeLL, I'm AFRAID HE's NOT A
HERO TO US BUS WHEELS

WONT BE A
MINUTE!

TASTE OF SPACE
The Evropean s
French chefs to
that might
Pond s/

Lucky FOR THEM, NOT
$0O LUCKY FOR US

Pace Agency (ESA) asked
create dishes vsing crops
SR SewionEMa ST S resu/t?
ime pasta (yvm!) and q Marfra;ﬂ
bread with Sreen tomato

jam.




Books are brilliant Th
. e

another place Without o 7 €an ¢,
Better still, mobife /iy, F leayip,
aries . o Sl

fresh books for frees

an
Gl
POk these o8 7o
¢

"
In Colombia, the Bibliokurro,
(‘donkey library’) brrngs books to remote

villages. Two donkeys — Alfa and Befo —

/n Mon
0 dgo/m, Carels cqrp b
EJEH‘dwe///ng nomyd =
ags.

No n
eed to be lost Por e
5!

do the, er, donkey work.

In Laos, librarians ride
elephants to bring
books to schools — an
uh{orgeﬂable experience!

In Argenﬁnu, an artist turned a U
car into a tank that drives round
oHering free books. Take cover!

Bokbaten

o refired teacher
travels round in a bnghf blue U V

In sovthern Ifaly,

Books ahoy! Remote islands
in Sweden get visited fwice a year
by the hokbaten (‘book boat).

book house with a tiled roof
and a little chimney. Smoking!

8ODY WORK

The hvman body is a brilliant bit of kit. There are tons of tasks it can take on, as

well as Prowdmg jobs for people who claim they can fix it when it breaks down —
not all of them honest or reliable! This chapter gefj a bvfghﬂy in places, but if
yov've got the guts for i, eP’s work that body — beginning with four fab facts!

OLDEST KNOWN SURGERY REST IN PIECES

A skelefon found in Borneo hod
suvccessfully had a foof removed
31,000 years ago, when only stone
fools existed! Ug!

Three hundred years ago, thieves khown
as body-snatchers stole corpses from
fresh graves fo sell fo medical students
who then cut them up.

HANDY WORK r BENDIEST BODY |

. A

w AL

Nicknamed ‘The Rubberboy’, US

professional contfortionist Daniel
Browning Smith has svper-flexible
joints and can even turn his head

You don’t have fo show your face to get

a top job in TV and films. Some people

have Jovely hands and get paid to show
them in close-up shots.

behind him |ike an ow|!




Hi! v A cHier emsaLMer N ANCIENT | LORK WITH DEAD BODIES. IT's OF THE JACKAL-HEADED ANUBIS, OUR GOD
EcypT over 3,000 yeArs AGO, PRESERVING 50 0BVIOUSLY | NEED TO OF THe AFTERLIFE AND MUMMIFICATION.
THE CORPSES OF KINGS AND RICH PEOPLE WEAR A MASK

SAD BUSINESS

Ancient Egyptian funerals might be attended
by professional mourners — women paid to wail

with grve{, To do the job, they had to be childless.
Being a real mummy was not allowed!

Tomb robber was a profitable

job in ancient Egypf, STeaJ‘ng

' &, the treasures placed in pyramids
¢ alongside mummified royals.

The objects in musevms today

‘ are the fhmgs they missed!
00,
S S MONKEY BUSINESS

= Not all thieves gof away
.{ with their crimes. Egﬂman
officials vsed trained baboons
to catch suspects. IP’s the
long tail of the Jaw!

NEXT, WE SLICE OPEN THEIR SIDE
WITH A SHARP STONE KNIFE

FIRST, MY ASSISTANT REMOVES
- THE BRAIN THROUGH THE NOSE.

1 LOOK LIKE A DOG
AND WORK LIKE

ol WITH
OUR HeLP!

PR

WHY DD 1|
PICK THIS?

THEN 1€ REMOVE ALL THE ORGANS (XCEPT FOR THE THIS AR WITH THE INTESTINES

HEART) AND POP THEM IN JARS WITH THE HEADS OF Is OF THE cop QeBeHsENUEF! —
DIFFERENT GODS...
A THAT' €ASY FOR

IMSETY GETS HAPY GETS DUAMUTEF GETS
THE LIVER THE LUNGS THE STOMACH

WORKING MUMMIES

Being dead didn’t stop mouldy
old mummies being vseful.

Millions of mummies were made,
and in the past they were furned into
brown paint and magic ‘medicine’.

0 WHAT SHALL 100 )
FiwALLy. we s T corrse vt e, | | Thew. or course, e ewp MOUSEWORK
IT WITH A SPECIAL SALT TO DRY IT OUT STRIPS TO MAKE A MUMMY. afs worke ar

e [ o ]
- X

Dy, X

oa=2a\

keeping homes and the
harvest safe from hungry

YOU DON'T NEED BRAINS IN THIS JOB! rats and mice. No wonder

/ they were worshipped as gods
| v
[ resoean U& 0 OO‘/“Y/W and also made info mummies!
. . b 2
X 2 w
R & o’
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JUST THE JOB. =
=
CURIOUS CURERS 2

>

> BARBER-SURGEON

THe 'BARBER’ BIT MEANS THE 'SURGEON' BIT MEANS
| cHop OFF HAIR | cHop OFF LIMBS.

onc e (s ore e e POLE POSITION SO LONG, SUCKERS!
PLEASE OUCH! As well as lopping limbs, Water-living worms cafled Jeeches were
- also vsed to suck blood from patients.

barber-surgeons let blood ouvt
of people’s bodies. The striped Leech collectors stood bare-jegged in

poles ovtside many modern lakes to attract them.
barbers represent the bloody
bandages involved. @) ™
Y, N
S A BN Poa
&
C = =
P %)
= \— <
0 i £
g 0 J

_—
|

\\

A\

HeLLo! WeLcome 10
Eurore IN THe MiboLe Aces
I'M A BARBER-SURGEON

Al

BUT, DON'T WORRY, ALL MY WORK IS
AT THE CUTTING EDGE OF MEDICINE,

THEY ALSO KNOW THAT
LOTS OF PATIENTS DIE
AFTER SURGERY

I'm NOT A DOCTOR, MIND. THEY ONLY
HELP THE RICH, AND DON'T LIKE TO GET
THEIR HANDS DIRTY

N

WHAT?
THEY DO?

e

WELL TS
THE FIRST RULE
OF HYGIENE

] =
il .

<

A THE HOLE STORY

Yes - AND HERE'S THE CUTTING e 7
evce I'm TALKING ABOUT! e ) i i
HE WAKES UP! 0cTOR DOG Prehistoric people drilled holes
° g in skulls to let out ‘evil spirits’.
an —
Dops are more t Surgeons use the same technique,
just our best budsd . called ‘trepanation’, today to help .
i ° S
they can be frain€ ol some head injuties heal!
iseases @
sniff ovt d =
pring people medicine®
?
o that?
LUcky For HM! ANAESTHETICS AND PAIN what cat wovld d
RELIEF HAVE YET TO BE INVENTED
g QUICK. FETCH ME - 25
HANDFULS OF THATS BETTER
LINEN WADDING: ABIT OF SILENCE 3
< FLY Guys
on AT 3
10 s0AK UP s ABOUT MY w Maggots are fies in the
THE BLOOD? HARCUTY ’“akmg, Dis " >
gusting as it

sounds, they are vsed to
clear deaq flesh from
Wounds so they meng

Mote quickly,




0 TOAD EATER OB

My Co-sTAR IS FAKE MEDIC We HAVE DRAWN A BIG CROWD.
D& HoraTio HackensusH

(reAL NAME Georee BUTTS)

AT A FAIR IN ENGLAND.
SOME 250 YEARS AGO

THEY RE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. TO
DEMONSTRATE MY MARVELLOUS
MEDICINE. WHO WILL EAT A TOAD

FOR A SHILLING?

Hil m A tomo. ano I
PREPARING TO PERFORM
WARTS AND ALL

[ vonTTELL
THEM THAT!

POISONOUS!

THIS 1S WHERE

— Here: ' 1 come I
o (e D
A 10801
e

g, °°\
)

CURED OF DYING!

Y OU'RE PROBABLY WONDERING 600D WORK, LITTLE DO
WHAT HAPPENED TO ME, THE STAR THEY KNOW MY MEDICINE PONDWATER?

OF THIS STORY. WELL HERE S THE TORD BACEITHAT 15 BASICALLY JUST DIRTY PELICIOUS! | LOVE

| SECRETLY POCKETED, BOSS. iy THE STUFFI BYE!
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NAMED AND SHAMED
climbed onto benches to work, fake

g ountebanks’, and toad

%, a word vsed today

Because the
doctors were called ‘m
eaters became ‘toadies ‘
for an over-keen assistant.

RATTLING GOOD TAIL
A tsnake oil merchant’ was another frickster selling
fake medicine. Former US cowboy Clark Stanjey called
himself the ‘Ratt/esnake King, but his ‘miracle cure’
actvally contained no snake oil at allf Boo! Hiss!

A NUDE HORSE
~ ISAS

RUDE HORSE!

THE CON IS ON (AND ON AND ON)

Severa| fravdsters have ‘sold’ famous buildings they
didn’t own. In the last century, Czech rogue Victor
Lvsfig ‘sold’ the Eiffel Tower twice, while
an [ndian master of d‘wsguise known as

Natwarla| ‘sold’ the Taj Mahal thrice!

THE caT'§ PYTAMAs?

US prof °nal hoaxer A an Ape
P ess I hoax lan A
ress. In the 9605,
with o Pretend Campq §n to clo
had Thesogah A nude horse

Made a care
: he made world news
: € nakeqd animals, 1t

'3 rude horsery

er ovt of

d information.

ate previews




§ @& THE DAY JOB &
MARIE
TUSSAUD

Bonjour! My name is Madame Marie Tussaud
and, over 170 years after my death, | am still
the most famous waxwork maker ever.

NAME MARIE TUSSAUD
ONALITY: FRENCE .
7o, WAXWORK MAKE

No one can hold a candle to me!

NATL
0CCUPAT

France
: shouT
porn in STre mygmothe\'

ix "
in 761 Aged s ‘e\’ to a SWisS

° :
+ me everyfhing

_He tavgh pupil!

Hevasio model

At 15, | completed my first full Figure,
of the big French thinker Voltaire.
Other models followed, and one day

| was asked to move fo the royal Palace

of Versailles to teach wax-mode|ling fo

King Lovis XVI's sister, Elisabeth.

Sadly,

otdinary £
ren iti
5Tarving v/ ch citizens were

while the tich lived in luxur
¥

I mean, ook at this place!

In 1789, the French people
revolted, took over the country,
and eventually arrested the whole
royal family — and me! Lots of
nobles Jost their heads on
the guillotine.

fi @ighf well have |
mine too, onj
J‘Dared and ask

ost

France went wild for a while, so | moved
to Britain and foured my waxworks around
the country. Most popular was my figure of
French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte. For a

little man, he was a big attraction!

_ din 1842
. eum in Londom, an
il hich you canatill see dodar

75

| eventuall |
broke the movld!

| made a model of m

inp waxworks,
en it came to making

Wh



HIEIT'S THE 20305 IN
JAPAN AND IM A VERY
HUMAN.LOOKING ROBOT

NO! I THINK YOU
ARE JUST A HUMAN
TRYING TO TRICK THE
READER INTO THINKING
YOU ARE A ROBOT!

WHAT? WHO
ARE YOU?

1AM AN

[ ActuAL roBOT
UNLIKE YOU!

JAPANESE
SCIENTISTS BEGAN
DEVELOPING HUMAN-
TYPE ROBOTS OVER
60 years AGO

Al

UNFAIR
™M ONLY
ABABY!

| COULD TALK AND.

SOME HUMANS!

LK - UNLIKE

(<
V‘ Tonon

ME CAN BLINK. THITC
| Anp smiLe gusT Like
YOU HUMANS

FEMALE-LOOKING ROBOTS ARE CALLED
GYNOIDS, MALE ONES ARE ANDROIDS.

1KNOW THIS.

l

THen

CUSTOMER SERVICE

YOU'LL ALSO KNOW WE ARE REPLACING HUMANS.
IN THE WORKPLACE. DOING WHAT THEY DO.

BUSINESS MEETINGS L‘

7 ves ves Ut sTILL
THINK YOU ARE A HUMAN
BECAUSE YOU ARE
ALMOST 10O LIFELIKE

/ ves 1 koW

HUMANS CAN FIND
US T00 CReepy.

BLINK!

HUMAN

600D WORK ( Homan

PROFESSOR! THEY

BICKER EXACTLY.
LiKe PEOPLE

B

HAVE TO
ADYUST THAT

JUST THE yog.

SEAL OF I\PPRO\H\L
peveloped in Jape™ PARO
is areyddly ropotic bt:by
seal that inferacts with

patients in nursing
homes. PARO’S pattery

charger Jooks like
a baby's dummy!

NOT TO BE
SNEEZED AT

Lavhched in 2014,
Pepper is a robot

OH, BROTHER!

In 2010, robot expert Hiroshi
Ishiguro made a twin robot
of himself. Unlike a real
baby brother, you could
turn him of f!

that can respond
to human emotions.
Thousands of friendly
Peppers now work
in banks and airports.

BRIGHT DAWN

DAWN is a Tokyo cafe where robot waitfers are
controlled remotely using the eye movements of people
5u{-{erin8 from paralysis who cannot [eave home to work.




STAND-OUT sy

/" Some jobs ate too d“"gero
so dummies, dojls o p “
instead. Amazingly, Some
to be sculptures, y

bots re
h"'ﬂon; W,
ho is the 4

=4

Z°

Before Yuri Gagarin orpited Earth in 1961,

Iled
e 18) o rubber dunny cel
(see pag Jvan Ivanovich beat him to it!

In 2022, NASA fested its

new Artemis rocket with

three dummies nic
i knam
Moonikins - a p «d
the word mannequin,

ay on

the
i {e is the name of
Resuscl-AAnn):uy ihe kiss of life:

ical doll vsed to KNEE mes
medical L Norwegian it now co
Inven

in a variety of skin fones too.

atues are

Sept st
Living Kers thof

street-bus

ANy.

The tiny Japanese
village of Nagoro

has life-size dolls
instead of real people,
including a class of
cloth school kids.

fahway cop
hig Fallyidice

vaffict

rtainly
over ¥ ™

stopped i

NICE

WORK

Royals have fcng been the envy of less lucky humans, Compared to most workmg people, they

had it easy. Today, some people still dream of belng kmg or queen, but others want to be

pop stars, social media influencers or perhaps even avthors and illvstrators! This chapter is

about jobs that just seem better than others — beginning with four very cushy numbers,

LONGEST SERVING ROYAL

JUST WATCH IT!

Lovis XV had France’s top job for 72
years and 110 days. He held court squatting
on a potty built info a throne, which is
what you can do when you're king.

Streaming giant Netflix pays people

te watch its shows and "fag’ them so

others can find new things fo view.
You call that work?!

——

BEST JOB EVER?

[ nexTeesTaosever?

In 2014, a Chinese wildlife sanctuary
advertised for a ‘panda nanny’ to cuddle
newborn pandas. Unswprisingly, over
100,000 people applied!

American John Harrison spent 30 years

as an ice cream tester. He used a Soldeh

spoon and insured his faste buds )
for §1 million US doflars!
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/o[ COURT JESTER '

| GeT PAID LOADS TO BE
RUDE TO RICH PEOPLE,
INCLUDING THE KING!

Your MAYESTY. | HAVE HEARD MANY

! Im A gester
HeLro! e ABROAD DESCRIBE YOU AS A 'WIT

AT A ROYAL COURT IN THE
MivoLe Aces. My yos
1S A RIGHT LAUGH!

=3 2 S o
BLOWN AWAY SILVER LINING
Roland the Farter was jester fo  ©  Shen Jiangao, jester to 10th-century Chinese
medieval English king Henry (1. emperor Liezu, famously joked dvring a droughf
His job was simple: every that rain would not fall because the emperor
Christmas he entertained the might fax it Legend says the emperor cut faxes
court with ‘one jump, one whistle as a resvlt, and it rained the very next day.
| WouLD sAY THeEY i — and one fart’. |n return, he was
WERE HALF RIGHT otHers sy At vou vARE YOU given a huge country house. °o
> 3 o °

(Now see page 86!) 00 o : o

AN, YOU ARE

7,
CALLNG M A O\Z
HALEITY
>

very NNy Jfe

VERY FUNNY. FOOL. BUT CAN
YOU $AY SOMETHING NICE
ABOUT ME? I MEAN. | PAY
YOU eNOUGH

MIGHT 1 SUGGEST YOU
smpLy move OF F rie
ROYAL $OFA?

ITS A JOKE ABOUT
ME AGAIN. 15 1T7

VERY 600D

BELL-Y LAUGHS

In 1999, the [ing of Tonga appointed an
American businessman, Jesse Bogdono{f,
to be the official jester to his island
nation. His duties
included wearing the

NO LAUGHING MATTER

Mathurine the Fool was a
female jester ot the French

N

traditional three-
LOOK AT THE GIANT HOUSE MY i
GENEROUS OLD SOUL 1 couvrt in the 16th century. . JE
YOUR MAJESTY GET OUT! YOU ARE JOB HAS GOT Me. THE JOKE'S ) Y pointed coxcomb haf,
BANNED FROM COURT ONHIM ONCE AGAIN She dressed as a warrior from

UNTIL 1 SAY 50

complete with bells.
the Amazon region of South

America, and once helped foil
an attempt to kill the French
king Henry |v.

LATERS
YOUR MAY
AND LHEN | SAY
0) oL’ 80Y. 001
MEAN ITH

\
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Tre empire oF MaLi N WesT Arrica
IN THE |4 TH CENTURY WAS HUGE

MALI EMPIRE

T2

I'™ 17s ruLer, MaNsA Musa, No, THAT DOESN'T MEAN I'M KEEN ON DIVARF

AND I'M A PLUTOCRAT. PLANETS OR GOOFY-LOOKING CARTOON DOGS”

D 4
]

* NO COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT!

1T MeANs | AM INCREDIBLY.
STUPENDOUSLY.
UNIMAGINABLY WEALTHY

MINE ALL MINE
AND THIS 15 ONLY
ATINY BIT OF IT

IN_FACT, I'M THE RICHEST PERSON EVER TO HAVE LIVED

FAR RICHER THAN THIS MODERN LOT PUT TOGETHER
-
[o}0o]
=)

[ computer
RAINFOREST-NAMED u SR Comutcs SINeiNG

ONLINE SHOP GUY SENSATION!
SUPREMO

IN 1324, 1 pecived 10 60 ON
A RELIGIOUS PILGRIMAGE TO Mecca

1 SHALL O $00D kbR

A YOUR MA

| TOOK A CARAVAN OF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SOLDIERS, SLAVES, ENTERTAINERS.
sHeep, 60ATs AND 100 cAMeLs, €ACH LADEN WITH 136 k6 OF GOLD

TRUST US TO GET THIS GOLD I
STUCK BEHIND. 5000 HEAVY
A CARAVAN.

ALONG THE JOURNEY, | siMPLY
GAVE THE PRECIOUS METAL AWAY
KILOS OF GOLD

NO. 600D
AS GOLD.
MATE

Wiiew | returnen, | suit universities avo | | Bur sest of AL, | puT MALI AND
MOSQUES - SOME OF WHICH STILL STAND ME ON THE MAP - LITERALLY!

GOLD STAR FOR
ME | THINK!

JuST THE yog.

POWER MAD?

STICKY
SITUATION
Ancient Egypﬂuh pharach
Pepi 1 hated flies so
much he had someone
stand, coated in honey, in
every room so they would
bother them instead of
him, Buzz off!

Many claims have been made about
the daily duties servants perform for the

UK’s fting Charles [/l. These include ironing

his shoelaces, squeezing his foothpaste, and
correctly positioning his bathplug.




Py

HERMIT

HeLLo! It's e enrcy
187H cenTURY. AND I'M A
PROFESSIONAL HERMIT -

A PERSON PAID TO LIVE ALONE

WITH A HUGE HOUSE AND GARDENS.

My eMPLOYER IS AN ARISTOCRAT

[ 1Hereny state
MYy €sTATE
15 GREAT

E74T)

WHILE THIS IS WHERE -
1 HAVE TO LIVE - A [ ineresy stare s
HOVEL IN THE HILLSIDE \ 1S NOT 50 GREAT

INCREDIBLY. 1T's BEEN  / 1his ruw
BUILT AT GREAT EXPENSE, | weaLy

IN LOVE WITH ROMANTIC RUINS THEY Hi
seen on Grand Tours
of Europe

THAT'S A
MUST-HAVE
HOVEL!

RICH PEOPLE LIKE MY BOSS HAD FALLEN

AD

50, BACK HOME, THEY BEGAN
BUILDING THEIR OWN AND
LOOKING FOR OCCUPANTS.

HERMIT
WANTED

LIKE GNOME
€r RATTY?

IN eFfecT, I'm THE
HUMAN EQUIVALENT
OF A GARDEN GNOME

THERE'S CERTAINLY
AN AIR OF SOMETHING

My JoB IS TO DRIFT AROUND DRESSED IN
DIRTY RAGS, ADDING AN AIR OF MYSTERY

TO HIS ESTATE

| GET FOOD AND WATER,
AND IF | LAST SEVEN YEARS
| WILL ALSO GET PAID.

1T's A FAIRLY €ASY JOB - BUT
I MusT NEVER Be cAUGHT
SPEAKING TO ANYONE

o1 HeRMITE
LIHO ARE YOU

SPEAKING TO?

WeLL, THAT WAS YOUR FAULT
NOW MY CAREER AS A HERMIT

REALLY 15 IN RUINS.

Bye!

LIMITED

JUST THE JOB:

(OMPANY

v
“&hn,ja”’ Showmap ¢, NG Ligyy
v

's/a:;:eeper' H""/:r},red/ namel) is h

! # 1
a{t:s back 4 é’hehoue A )/PMUSAIS e -
Slothes frop 40 00% and spo o S 0Chusers, R E

Per €,

STRICTLY FOR THE BIRDS

The ‘guardian’ of Gabo Island, off the coast of Australia,
is its only human resident. However, there are 30,000

little penguins to keep them company. Squawk!

OFF THE RAILS!

é\\\ s

Freight trains in India can be over 2 km in [enpth!

Both the engine driver at the front and the
rear wagon are 1ofaHy alone on feng,

gvard in the
slow journeys

fhrovgh the jvngle,

\ A\

39
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@ THE DAY JOB &

GRUMPY CAT

Hello. Pleased to meet you, even if | don’t
look like it. That's what made me famous:
I’m a sourpuss puss, known to millions by my

INTERNET
CELEBRITY

showbiz name, Grumpy Cat.

NAME TARDAR SAUCE
(AKA GRUMPY cAT
NATIONALITY: CAT
OCCUPATION: INTER

.
o NET CELEBRITY

.
..‘ | was one of a litter of kiftens
porn in Arizond USA, in 2012 My
‘owner (she thinks!) :/.ij CGSII::
vt it wa
Jrnes and:t:;bﬁu S In September 2012 he posted this
®. bro‘fh::f:y;f out of the bag’ .3 el it ey v
00® e it went viral = | think that's the righf
oo, wotd. Frankly, 've been uninferested

in computers since | discovered
their mice are inedible.

People ing i
- :e began Shurmg images

and addxng words as if
they were my thoughts

i isnT EASY
BEING THIS
GRUMPY..

BUT IT's WORTH 1T

They're called Meres — though I think
mine should be renamed ‘Meme-aows’.

fnelon TV/Showsy
to mugs and other
er 8 million

The Bundesens g°*

n
and my grvmpy U oT "
on social media,

e on Facebook alone:

‘merch’.
people follow m

After makmg two movies,

I also got a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame —
and people everywhere
wanted to stroke me
and take a selfie with
me. If's a dog’s life '
bemg a celebrity cat. DS

It was wor|d news when | died in 2019,
but I’ll live on the internet forever,
I guess. Oh, and beihg a cat, | still have
eight more lives |eft. | wonder if P’ll [ook
any happier in those. | hope not. Ciaow!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



You don't h.av,e fo pe tich op
of the best jobs on he T 9 Foyq/ o
8ot paid fo g 4y ot £

o € one
these fhin;:,e “f""//y

In Japan, you can

gef ajobasa
fake wedding
guest to help
make vp humbers!

Some jobs are dream jobs, some are a nightmare — difficult to do and dungerovs with it
Throughout history, really risky work has tended to be forced upon forced upon the poor
or enslaved, or people in prison — and women. Working animals, too, have been in danger
of death or injury. So, let’s start this chapter as safely as possible with four fearful facts.

In China, sectet sleepers
test the comforts of Juxvry

A Dutch company
testing stay-
clean clothes
will pay you to

hotels. For a happy napper,
it's a dream job!

wear the same
outfit for a week
- includ‘rng socks!

Ancient Roman emperors made food
tasters check their meals weren’t
poisoned. Despite this, Emperor Clavdius
died from poisoned mushrooms in 54 BCE.

Laughter yoga started
in India in 1995, Gigsling is
good for you — and a funny

way to make a living.‘

A school in Canada teaches people
to become working mermaids.
You then get paid fo make

a splash at parties! US stunt performer Evel Knievel was Teaching is a safe profession, though
famous in the 19705 for attempting crazy there are occasional surprises. In
motoreycle jumps. He holds the world 20272, a very cross cougar turned up
record for most bones broken: 433 times! in the toilets of a Brazilian school!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



NOW, YOU MIGHT BE THINKING FARMING
ISN'T THAT DANGEROUS A JOB, EXCEPT
FOR BAD-TEMPERED BIRDS LIKE THIS

6 ANY cLoseR
AND 1L peck:
o
> 3o f
[WaR\

THIS IS WHAT | WEAR WHEN I'M BEING A VIKING RAIDER.

== maM

Tre NORSELANDS ARE THIS
BIT OF NORTHERN EUROPE,
HENCE THE NAME

N

Hi! I'm a Norse rarmer
LIviNG 1,000 vears Aco

HELMET

OUR LONGSHIPS GET US CLOSE
TO PLACES TO PILLAGE.

NoW, YOU MAY HAVE SPOTTED THAT
MY HELMET DIDN'T HAVE HORNS.
Horns 1WoULD LoOK RIDICULOUS!

e pon'T sTeaL, We RAID - mMakiNG
SURE WE FIGHT PEOPLE FAIRLY.

e
Sl
S>

FRST. YOUR

LOOK. THE VIKINGS
ARE STRIKING!

2
q°
‘ THATS NOT TO

e
BY FIGHTING. WE WIN A REPUTATION FOR 2 Now, Hen, I'm NOT sTeALING YOUR
BEING HEROIC ... €665, I'™M RAIDING YOU, REMEMBER?

WIFE 1 KILLED
TIHELVE UNARMED ROAST BOAR SARNIE
MONKS AND SET A SLAIN WARRIOR?
VILLAGE ON FIRE! fy’"’\
/33

poets held @ ot 7oU needed @ g

% 7a" i Cnyihs
S s s e Q8 ing sociely Sithey
ggki‘l < oos : b\g’} viking sor the job °° e :m.
weLcome! P~ memoty fo B written do!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



AHov! I'M THE FAMOUS PIRATE ‘CALICO JACK THEY CALLED BUT BEING A PIRATE IS A HARD
<APTAIN JOHN RAckHAM, ME ON ACCOUNT OF ME LOVE JOB FILLED WITH DANGERS.
$COURGE OF THE BAHAMAS IN FOR SOFT FABRICS...

THe enrLy 1700s!

BLOOD! THATLL
BE THE DEVIL
O WASH OUT!

THERE ARE HUGE PROFITS TO BE MADE FROM ROBBING ¢
SHIPS, BUT LOTS OF SERIOUS LOSSES TOO USBILY BIRATCS TIVE RULSEHOL
INCLUDE HELPING BUSTED BUCCANEERS

7 vce voun
i) PENSION.

CosT ME AN
ARM AND A LEG

SAUARKT
Z

A PARROT!

THEY ALSO TREAT PEOPLE EQUALLY. Yes, WE ARE MURDERING THIEVES, BUT NO
REGARDLESS OF SKIN COLOUR WORSE THAN THIS GUY, PROFESSIONAL
PIRATE HUNTER, JONATHAN BARNET

He usep 10 e A PIRATE TOO!

1 WENT FROM
[ vororo
0 YO.NO-NO!

ILL CATCH JACK
ONE DAYI

BUT A PIRATE HUNTER IS NO PIRATE.
NOR CAN A WOMAN BE A PIRATE
THEM's THE RULES

LIOMEN? HE BROKE
THE RULES!
GETHIM GUYS!

ER IWHAT ABOUT
ME, YOUR PARTNER
ANN BONNY?

AND ME. YOUR
SHIPMATE
MARY READ?

170LD YOU THIS
WAS A DANGEROUS
JOB! HELP:

MISSING p

American cq

ERSONS

Hes eftacked by o gian:’:qj':i
vid
MoNkey
Bus
Children pag o “NESs
4

PERILOUS PEARL

Ama are Japanese Women that

free-dive into the freezin
col.

uuuakvu:PPos?q=—

I-;J.s%aerrnen on the shores of Lake
oysters down below. Their gb:hf/“h‘ : Kenﬂ T ek
s o Toir vt sharks. Instead they look

. : N out .
said to frighten off sharkss m ey a5 "‘PPoPofumvse,s,

which attack thousands of
4 i
- Africans €very year,

d sea to harvest pear(s from




The cannon actually vsed a

7 hidden spring fo fire me info the

air, not explosives, but it was

& THE DAY JOB &

still very dangerous. One time
the safety net broke and /| hit the
ground hard. | needed the next

day to recover!

| continved as a
cannonhball for a while,
then went back to my
fvghfrcpsw/afkmg,

Hello! Can you imagine petting fired every day?
Well, that’s what happened to me as the world’s

first human cannonball. | was shot out of
a Xianf cahnon, sometimes fwice
I alse showed how you might

a day, for entertainment!
J use safety nets to escape from
burning buildings by jumping
out of high windows!

NAME: ZAZEL
NATIONALITY: BRITIS
T1ON: HUMAN

B
CANNONBALL
OCCURA

Evér\fvul/y'

there were vbli
protests about the act, 5: .

: ying it
wasn’t Fight to be {iring a cl'?ild
from a cannon for fun. Realfy?

So, | just joined a circus in

In 1877, uged 17, el
lca instead.

my career took a new

direction — vpwards!
A showman calling himself
‘The Great Farini’ (real
name Bill Hunt!) shot me 20 m
across a stage fo the delight of
avdiences. Business boomed!

f—

[
o}
| PROTEST!
\L-
13 Me 100!
()

| retired after a bad accident,
but | don’t regret my high-flying career.
You could say ¢ had a ball? Bye!
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ESCAPOLOGIST .+

JUST MY LITTLE yoke - BUT | AM

|
Hiti i;'n THE r-w:(v Harry ?Duwm s THE MOST FAMOUS ESCAPE ARTIST
THe MANDCUFF KING, AND | cAN THE WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN.
€SCAPE FROM ANY BOX *

WHY 15 THAT
STRANGE GUY
HANGING AROUND?

See? 1 o 1T AGAIN!
BUT GETTING OUT OF A
STRAITUACKET IS FAIRLY EASY.

I wAs sorN EricH Weisz
N Huncary N 1874

50, | USED TO DO 1T HANGING FROM A
SKYSCRAPER TO HUGE CROWDS BELOW.

(—
) soow escape 0,4—
i | From TSt #
P \ F
¢ o (50) ¢
3 2 A e
2 CriQD ol
e
4 1
i Vi
v V|
|

My FAMILY MOVED TO THE
USA, winere | starTed 0UT
AS A $0-50 MACICIAN. -

MYSELF
DISAPPEAR!

BETTER MAKE

BUT | BECAME FAMOUS FOR DEATH-DEFYING ESCAPE TRICKS

=
~ o0

R

UPSIDE DOWN IN A

NAILED INTO A CRATE
WATER-FILLED TANK

SEALED INTO A GIANT
THROWIN INTO A RIVER

METAL CHURN

BUT SOME TRICKS WENT IWRONG,
LIKe THE TIME IN 1915 WHeN | WAs
BURIED ALIVE AND ALMOST DIED.

| SURVIVED ALL THOSE STUNTS BUT
DIED OF AN ILLNESS IN 1926

| ————

Key 10 THIS WAs
BEING ABLE TO HOLD
MY BREATH FOR OVER

THREE MINUTES - —
PLUS THE 0DD
WELL-HIDDEN KeY!

( Hrm NOT sURE
1 THINK HE \ icanescare
NEEDS A THIS TIME

HAND.

JUST THE JOB:

How pare YO

0t

IN THE BALANCE

Niagara Falls, the giant waterfall
between the USA and Canadaq, is a
magnet for professional daredevils.
In 1859, French acrobat Charles
Blondin was the first person to
tightrope walk across the gorge.
He also went over on stilts and
pushing a wheelbarrow!

CROSS COUNTRY

Stunts at the Falls were
banned after several
frugic accidents. However,
in 2012 American Nik
Wallende was allowed to
attempt the first wire-walk
for 116 years. He took along
his passport to show on the
Canadian side.

BASKET WORK

Italian Maria Spelterini
is the only woman to have
tightrope walked the
Falls. In 1876, she crossed
blindfolded, and once with

her feet in baskets!

BOUNCING BACK

Canadian Jean Lussier went
over the Falls in a giant
inflatable rvbber ball in 1928,
He then made o |iving seiling
pieces of it fo fourists.
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HELLO |'n A N( GET LEFT BEHIND AFTER FINDING AND DESTROYING US IS A DANGEROUS
= JOB THAT TAKES HUMANS AGES...

HATEFUL HIDDEN HORROR
CALLED A LANDMINE

¥ 1

WARS WHERE WE CAN KILL AND
INJURE INNOCENT PEOPLE

MINES! KEEP OUT!

DANGER OF DEATH!

S0, ENTER A NEW KIND OF
MINE-FINDER = GIANT RATS!

606

z WILL WORK
FOR FOOD

A cHARITY IN TaNzANIA, AFRICA,
TRAINS RATS TO SNIFF OUT LANDMINES..

1 SCENT DANGER
LITERALLY!

THEY USE SOUTHERN GIANT POUCHED
RATS WHICH LEARN TO RECOGNISE THE
SMELL OF EXPLOSIVES.

LERE WORKING
FOR PEANUTS.

yest AND
BANANAS!

NicknAmed ‘HeroRATS', THEY ARE LIGHT ENOUGH NOT TO
TRIGGER THE MINES. AND PAW THE SOIL WHEN THEY DETECT ONE...

YES. HIS WORK IS,
CERTAINLY UP
TO SCRATCH!

SCRITCH!
SCRATCH!

AETER THAT, THE HUMANS.
SAFELY DETONATE THE MINE...

AR
SRS,

AND THE RAT GETS A REWARD.
One cALLED MAGAWA EVEN 6OT A
MEDAL FOR FIVE YEARS HARD WORK

1TLOOKS.
GREAT. BUT |
CANTEAT IT

SMART ANIMALS, BUT WHO ARE THE
BIGGER RATS - THEM OR THE PEOPLE
WHO PLANT THE MINES?

BIRD BRAINS

The PDSA, a British veterinary charity,
awards its Dickin Medal to brave working
animals. [ts first three winners in 1943
were all homing pigeons who helped
rescuers find
crashed aircraft
and save their
crews during
World War (/.

HOOFING 1T

The nove| wqp
Hor. .
was made int e |°_7 Michae/ Morp\,rgc

TOP CAT

Simon is the
only cat with a Dickin

Medal. In 1949, despite
being injured, he kept food
supplies on board the British
warship HMS Amethyst safe
from rats after it was hit by
a missile. In return, he was
made ‘Able Seaman Simon’.
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:I’v €5,
Peci,
akes ol

£
or lighfning_ Coulq .

YoU enougp Nyone ey, .
&h to do fhe_,eger’l’“)‘

Nervous flier?

Don’t get a job with 53rd Weather
Reconnaissance Squadron. Known as
Hurticane Hunters, they fly into

storms in the name of sciencel

In Thailand, crocodile wrestlers
entertain avdiences by Pvfﬁng their
heads between the reptiles’ giant jaws.

AN

At 829 m, 4y

Byrj Khal;
Dubaj, I'fa'

taljest
Its win

's the Wor/gs
building.
dows
are washeq B

People dangyi
Shirepest S

Farmers i
the Amazop

\ ~

Steeplejacks
work way up
Australia has plenty of
venomous snakes. Captive
snakes are milked by hand
for their foxic venor
to make medicine to
treat snakebites.

high In Japan,
such a worker is
called a fobishoku
and wears bnggy
trousers that flap to
show how windy it is.

0
D

/

In the far past, humans were super superstitious. They trusted priests, wise women,
and other mystics fo protect them from bad stuff, as well as predict the future. Today,
we think we know better, but jobs that involve mysterious powers won't be going out of

business anytime soon, Here are four facts to start us off.

MOST FAMOUS FORECASTER DOWSE THAT!

Inh the 19505, British dowser Evelyn

French usfrologer Nostradamus wrote
Penrose was asked fo Jocate hidden oil

weird poems in the 15505 that some claim
predicted future events such as the

Great Fire of London and World War [/. of land thousands of miles away!

wells by swinging a pendulum over maps

RUN OF LUCK

=

} HOW TOUCHING!

Ih 19205 America, Lady Wonder was a
famous mind-reading horse who vsed
her nose to type out prophecies. She
even forecast winning racehorses!

Inh medieval France and Eng}und, it was
the job of a kmg or queen to touch people
with diseases, as royals were said to have

magical heaung powers!




Hi! 1v's ancient Greece
over 2,500 venrs AcO,
AND IWE'RE BOTH GOATS.

NO KIDDING

Y 00 vo

OUR OWNER HAS BROUGHT US TO A
HOLY PLACE cALLED DeLpHI TO see
GREECE'S GREATEST FORTUNE-TELLER...

THE ORACLE OF DeLPHI - ALSO CALLED
THE PYTHIA - WHO SITS ON A STOOL
OVER A CRACK IN THE GROUND.

ITS A LIVING
- AND 1 ONLY
INORK NINE
DAYS A YEAR

HAS TO GET PAST THE PRIESTS.

pLEASE
AN 1 ASK
A QUESTION?

TO CONSULT WITH HER, FIRST OUR OWNER

He ALsO HAS TO HAND
OVER GOATS AND GOLD.

} | ONDER WHAT
MY FORTUNE

WELL TS
SLIGHTLY SMALLER
NOW. THANKS!

FUMES FROM THE CRACK PUT THE

WHICH SHE SPOUTS GIBBERISH...

ORACLE INTO A STRANGE STATE IN

AKAKA KAKA!
KAKA-AKAKAL

f

[ onevrmaim
[ AfarmeR WILL
MY HARVEST BE
SUCCEssFUL?

THIS 1S THEN HELPFULLY
INTERPRETED BY THE PRIESTS

ER WELL. SHE
SAYS THAT. ONE
IWAY OR ANOTHER,
YOUR HARVEST WILL

BE OUTSTANDING

EVEN POWERFUL RULERS LIKE
ALEXANDER THE GREAT HAVE
CONSULTED THE ORACLE...

SHE LAS GREAT
- JUST LIKE Mel

THOUGH YOU CAN'T VISIT HER TEMPLE IN THE
WINTER AS IT CLOSES FOR THREE MONTHS.

ASIDE FROM
THE FUMES,
THIS 1S QUITE
| Acushy vos

50, WHAT
HAPPENS TO
US NOW?

Q0

PRIEST! MY HARVEST
WAS OUTSTANDING
OUTSTANDINGLY BAD!

E GET SACRIFICED
TO THE GOD APOLLO,

"N

CHICKEN FEED

Ancient Roman armies consulfed a fortune-teller

before going info battle. They threw corn fo Veam)

sacred chickens and if the birds didn’t %

cat, then they didn't fight. Chicken? &63.9

SET IN STONE o

\/ikings scattered stones known as runes bearing

letters from the Norse alphabet fo read the future.
Ask the runes, “Should we 8o rn}ding?” and the

ahswer seems fo have often been “Yes”,

(See page 44.)

COOKIES ENABLED
Fortune cookies date back to the
19th century. Three billion get baked
each year, so coolyie companies always
need new writers for the slips placed

inside them.

HAVING A BALL

Magic 8 Ball is an American fortune-
telling toy. Inside the ball is a 20-sided
dice that floats up to a little window where
its answer can be read. Spooky!




JAMES RANDI

Hi! ’m James Randi, and I'm a chaftlatan — a word for
a cheat or trickster. | can’t work any wonders, so what
am | doing here? Good question! Always ask questions!

in( ;V::a:’:f; Randal| James Hamilton Zwenge *
Renti ;918. I'shortened it to James

sAMES RANDI ¥ Amazing R ﬂflbeffer known as The
Zﬁfmm CANADIAN/AMERICA '8 Randi! Let me explain..,
0CCUPATION

CHARLATAN

| had o bad accident
so | read lots
5 was

enager,
rayear
One of my heroe

see page 50)-

4 ? the Great Houdini ( : ‘ '
Later, | copied some of his tricks!
)

When | was a te
and was bed'bound fo
of books about magic.

Anyway, | recovered and at 17 started wotk
as a magician, reading people’s minds on stage.

WELL YOURE
IWRONG 1 CANT
NO ONE CAN!

MADAM. 1 KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE
THINKING!

youre
THINKING. HE'S
AMAZING! HE

CAN READ
MY MIND,

Yes, it was just a trick, but my knowledge meant | could challenge
others who pretended they did it for ‘real’.

B/
W

This high quality PDF preview w.

So, | set out to expose those crooks who made money from
gullible people by pretending to have paranormal powers.
For example, | showed that so-called ‘psychic 5ur89ry’
was just a mere magic frick.

In my |ife, | made enemies from trapping ﬁ
these tricksters, and died aged 972, not having
found anyone who could really read minds or
speak from beyond the grave. Seems I’m doing
that myself now! But remember,

Pt a charlatan! Bye!

Ko fh




BUT NONE IS MORE ADORED THAN THIS GUY,
A GROUNDHOG FROM PUNXSUTAWNEY,
PennsyLvANIA, USA.

You make sTARs oF TV
WEATHER FORECASTERS..

LONG MAY
SHE RAIN!

NO AUTOGRAPHS
1 CANT ACTUALLY
WRITE ANYIWAY.

WHAT DOES
PROGNOSTICATE
1 ISH EVERY.
DAY WAS
GROUNDHOG

IT's PHIL'S JOB TO REVEAL WHETHER SPRING WILL COME
EARLY OR WINTER WILL LAST ANOTHER SIX WEEKS...

He passes on His
PROGNOSTICATION TO
THE HEAD OF THE TOWN'S
GROUNDHOG CLUB...

IF HE EXITS HIS BURROI AND
SPOTS HIS SHADOW, THEN
WINTER WILL LINGER LONGER...

TRY AND KE€P IT
UNDER YOUR HAT
BUT. WHISPER!
WHISPER!

IN TRUTH, PHIL 15 WRONG
MORE OFTEN THAN NOT.

PUNXSUTAWNEY PHIL
PROGNOSTICATOR OF PROGNOSTICATORS,
HAS SEEN HIS SHADOW. $IX MORE
WEEKS OF WINTER! YOU HABE 1o
SHADOL HAPPEN!

O BE FAIR 1 AM ONLY A
RODENT AND SUPPOSEDLY
OVER130 YEARS OLD.

VEHAD MY
FILL OF PHIL

% JUST THE JOB:

ANIMAL MAGIC

) /AN o~
BIRD BRAINS

India is home to parrot
astreogers — roadside
fortune-tellers who vse
green parakeets fo choose
tarot cards for paying
customers. The bird
then gefs a treat.

That is Jucky!
—

NIZs
il

=
S
14

CAT FLAP

In 2017, a cat called
Charles Utkins made
world news. His Russian
owner said the cat had
vsed mind controf to

make him buy fish and
savsages at 5 a.m.

FLIGHT OF FANCY

In ancient Rome, an avgur
told the future by watching
birds in the sky. The pooing
pigeon above him predicts he
is in for some bad luck.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



Talismans, amy/ets and |
ve

br‘mg‘mg people good {o”unfv Charp, ¢

years, especially if youre fh: for Thousq
o

VI
vy Bright/
rightly decorated dala horses carved
E from pine have become a symbol of
irs of painted Y k
In P;;u,;:l:u‘;‘:“”ed e sfrengih and coutage in Sweden.
olle 2/
T:\’Hos are hung on hovses s
erify. =0

to bring prosp

In Thailand, elephant mascots
may bring good Juck — but some say
only if their trunks point vpwards!
Don’t forget!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025. Vi

WORK HARD, PLAY HAKD

The human race: the name says it all, really. People are always frymg to outdo each other.
In the past, the person who could throw a spear the farthest would have been the most valuable
hunter. Nowadays it's the superstars of track and field who get the gold medals. In this chapter,
we |ook at sports, some rather risky, beginning with four world-class facts.

] WORLD'S MOST POPULAR SPORT

OLDEST PRO-ATHLETE

Association football — known as
football, for short — has over 4
billion fans across the planet. In fact,
the planet is even football-shaped!

Polish veteran Stanislav ffowalski became
the world's oldest professional competitor
in 2014 for the 100 metres, discus and
shot put. He was 104 years old, making all
his resvlts world records!

ODDEST OLYMPIC EVENTS

Since the modern Games began in 1896,
it has included ?vg of war, bﬂ”ot)nihg,
rope-climbing, and ski-ballet. Video-

gamers hope fo compete in the future!

Blind American swimmer Trischa Zorn-
Hudson won 55 medals across seven

Paralympic Games from 1980 onwards,
41 of them gold. Her record will
probably never be beaten!

okshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for u

te previews and information.
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JUST THE JOB:

GREEK EARNERS

WeLcome 10 Greece, AND THE AND THIS 1S A WELL- IT's WeLL PLACED BECAUSE I'M A COMPETITOR
OLympic GAmes oF 336 BCE PLACED GREEK VASE IN A VIOLENT EVENT CALLED PANKRATION
I'm THe ATHLETE DioXIPPUS. WHERE MEN FIGHT AGAINST EACH OTHER NAKED.

STRIP NAKED

Women weren't allowed tfo compete - or even
watch the Olympic Games. However, one woman called
Pherenike dressed as a man fo watch her son compete.
She was found out when she got so excited
her disguise fell off!

1T NOT RUDE
O BE NUDE

BReAK THESE AND THE
JUDGES WILL STEP IN

NOT THAT THERE ARE VERY MANY RULES
IN PANKRATION. JUST TWO MORE, IN FACT.
NoO STABBING AN OPPONENT'S EYES...

YouRe A
TASTY FIGHTER

STICK 10 THE RULES,
ORI LILL RULE WITH
THIS STICK!

JUST MAKING
A POINT

BLOW YOUR OWN!
The ancient Olympics inclvded arts events. Herodorus
of Meguru won the trumpet event 10 times, thanks
to the sheer Joudness of his playing. PAAAARP!

THIS 15
THE WORST
s1op!

PUNCHING KICKING

CHOKING TICKLING

AND BEING SUCH A HERO,
| GET PICTURED NAKED ON
HUNDREDS OF VASES
ACROSS GREECE

BoNEs 6T BROKEN, BUT BACK TO TODAY AND I'VE BEEN DECLARED
AND BACK IN 564 1| PRONOUNCE YOU CHAMPION AS EVERYONE IS TOO SCARED TO FIGHT ME.

BCE THere WAS A THE WINNER,
SHOCK RESULT. AND DEAD TOO!

@§

TRUE STORY!

1M ANOTHER
WELL-PLACED

ANOTHER TRUE STORY!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



@nzm BALL GAME PLAYER

OVER 500 YEARS AGD. IN THE AZTEC
EMPIRE CAPITAL OF TENOCHTITLAN.
NOL IN MODERN MEXICO

I'M PART OF A GAME BEING PLAYED
BETWEEN TWO RIVAL TEAMS OF
PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS.
RUBBER BALL

FoLLow me!
=S
“%,,,( / =t
3

THey ARE IN

Hi! 1'm A Heavy

THIS SPECIAL STONE-BUILT COURT SHAPED

LIKE A LARGE I IN FRONT OF A NOISY CROWD.

GIVE Us
A GOAL!

Known As THe Mesoamerican BALL GAmMe,
AZTEC RULERS AND NOBLES PLUS THE
PUBLIC ARE WATCHING ME BOUNCE AROUND

ARE VERY HANDS OFF... THEY CAN ONLY
THEIR ELBOWS, KNEES, HIPS AND HEADS

DEsSPITE THE GAME'S POPULARITY, THE PLAYERS

But, As | WeiH Over 3 ke,
Use THIS CAN BE PRETTY. RAINFUL ..

b -

A =

THE TRICK IS TO KEEP ME IN THE AR AT
ALL TIMES - AND AT ALL COSTSL

LoveLy
PURPLE
SHORTS

=l

TeAMS CAN SCORE POINTS BY HITTING
SPECIAL MARKERS ON THE WALLS

] Hose Are
BRUISES,

X
%,
2
e,

THIS MATTERS, BECAUSE POINTS AREN T
ALL A TEAM CAN LOSE AFTER A WINNING
GOAL IS SCORED AND THE GAME ENDS.

THeY ALSO LOSE POINTS IF |
BOUNCE ON THE GROUND MORE
THAN ONCE

c/ 00PS! DOUBLE
[ “Tvouste

ONE OR MORE PLAYERS GET RITUALLY
SACRIFICED TO THE GODS

CHEESE ROLL

is a wild and dangerous 5 i
: port which
h;ppens SveFy year at Cooper's Hill in Glovcestershira
fr. Pe.op/e ¢hase a wheel of cheese down o steep hiH)
The first to the bottom wins the cheese, even fhough

most end vp with bumps and bruises

Cheess~rolling

GLOVE STORY

As its name 5ugges1‘5, chessboxing isamix
of chess and boxing, originally invented
for a comic book story. Players switch
between a boxing bout in the ring and oX
an ongeing chess match on a fable

placed alongside.

IRON MAN

Extreme ironing was
invented by a bored
British mountaineer,
Phil Shaw, in 1997. He
had shirts to iron but
preferred to spend his
time rock :limbing, so
he, combined the two!

TAG TEAM

Kabaddi is hugely popular in Asia. Two
teams face off on a hard court while
individval players race forward to tag

their opponents before being tackled to

the ground inlaspunishing pile-on.

1”?10
(67)
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% T"E DHY JOB % | played for them in a historic match on

Boxing Day in 1920 that drew a crowd of
53,000 spectators. | was a left-winger with

a rocket-powered shot that was @

=

LILY PARR

Hello! Want to know which football
player scored almost 1,000 goafs in their

hard to stop. And if you got
in the way, it hurt!

30-year career? Well, it's me — Lily Parr.

Back of the net!
We played men’s teams,
and beat them too!
1LY PARR
gy BRITISE
FOOTBALLER

NAME L
NATIONALT
OCCUPATION

In 1920, we played

own, called st Helens the first women’s

| was botn inasmallt

i of England in 1905, but there Wd“ international match
in the not | aboct mell | grew 1.8 m tall an against a team from
nothing smal ’Oc e match my older France — and beat

i bi S | t
be‘:fomgears ot £ootiall and rugb)“ them: 2-0!

e
jar: 1D "; (e foF im‘ welh
A soV AV
. /:Es/d 1% | starteq Playing fostpaj) ¢ Skael S es
al women’s feam or o “"eﬂ e iy X
Play for a jocaf oot 1 bolias poached to At NeroOE et
actory’ 4V
the Di ’75 female team ne ofsy W,
k) icky fterr Ladies, Beson.ih udi called por o sh evs:fplayed °n any field we coujy i
€y 500n became N 7 one ; ovted thelUSAlin 975 Ind, and
it = €am was rep ' Eve”fva//y, the

am i
for them untif ed Preston Ladies, ang | played

2
f N 1951, ronning |
‘ J 00 8§ vp a fa//y of 956800/5!

L
W

&%

| met my partner Mary while working as a @
nurse, and lived to see the ban on women’s
football finally lifted in 1971. In fact, I'm now @
considered a football legend, and they made a
statue of me! She shoots, she scores!

\eoeoeoe

Back then, men were away {ighfing in World War |,

so the factory formed the female football team to
@ enterfain people. Under captain Alice fell,
their matches raised huge sums for charity.

@ And players got paid!
OO ©®e &9 @ ey




Lots of jobs invol

Ve Speci
#wre#ighf&rs, nurses athr e
who dress as mascots qf S fPO/JCE_
to the extreme, addv’ng f il

Fancy {rh‘ing into any

Doy
© the £on o
°t these ou

The mase
of for . pall
2023l s i er,a b19 green
€n’s Foot BouncEh des, was
World ¢ ba// ) orple shades
and 2 0g Aviﬂa/,q T the mascot for
New Zeafang chesen o3 Cricket
apen % Was Caribbean
9uin cayy the ve.
aAZuni. 1, P. s premier L€og
w L =lyiEarr
°vld be Pleaseq;

Scottish foothall
side Partick Thistle
has a scaty sun-
shaped nascot
called K'mgsle\/.
Luckily, fans have

a furry version
taken a shine to him!

live Ridley
the mascot for
vents In 0dishes
uding the 1022
world Cvp:

ollys
of a rare 0
turtle, s
all sports €
[ndiay incl
Hockey

NazO0 NO 53\“‘“)zk
(uMysfeHous Fish)

is the mascot for
anese paseball
team the Chiba
Lotte Marines:
It often evolves
and changes shape!

The mascot of the
Spanish footpal| team
(@] Legqne; IS a2-m
tall pickje known
as the Cucumber

Knight. coojt

Jap

ARTS WORK

Humans have been singing, danc‘mg, painting and creating other forms of art for thousands
of years — even ovr relatives, the Neanderthals, decorated caves with depictions of animals.
Today, the arts is a huge industry from poetry and drama to music, TV, films and video games
In this chapter, human creativity takes centre stage, with four fab facts as our opening acts.

DOTS TO SPACE SPOTS! MOST WATCHED MUSIC VIDEO

‘Baby Shark dance’, launched in 2016 by
the South frorean Pinkfong Company,
now has over 5 billion views on a planet
with a population of 8 billion people!

Doo-doo, doo-dso!

In the past, Neanderthals painted colovred
dots on cave walls. In 2003, tiny dots
painted by British artist Damien Hirst
landed on Mars on board the Beag/e 2

spacecraft, Time flies!

BEST-SELLING CHILDREN'S BOOK PRICIEST PIXEL 1
=

ole) on cop
Everydays: The First 5000 Days is
X a collage of 5,000 digital images by
. < American artist Mike ‘Beeple’ Winkelmann.
.~ \ ) You can’t hang it on your wall, but
it sold in 2021 for $69 million!




JUST THE JO®:

Act on VW

TRADING PLACES
I Britain, Christmas pantomimes are fvnny
family shows where the top female role
of ‘Dame’ is played by a man in a crazy

HeLLO. I'm A remaLe acTor You'Re PROBABLY THINKING, WeLL, THIS 15 A THEATRe IN LONDON,
GETTING READY TO 6O ON STAGE WHaT's opp ABOUT THAT? ENGLAND, IN 1661 AND, UNTIL RECENTLY,
No 816 DRAMA THERE THERE WAS NO BIG DRAMA HERE EITHER.

costume, while a woman plays the lead
part of Principal Boy’. Pairs of
actors also pretend to be
comedy cows and horses!

4 HELLO. 1M A BOY ACTOR, AGED

NoT FOR A WOMAN. ANYLIAY. ACTING JUST 12 WITH MY CHILD'S VOICE 1 PLAY

WASN'T THOUGHT TO BE A FIT JOB FOR og, | Women's parts 1y Homen's cLomhimG
ITS CALLED CROSS DRESSING

K
WOMEN. SO WHO FAKED THE FEMALE Wocy,
ROLES INSTEAD?

DEAD CLEVER
Many TV shows and filtms need
someone to play a corpse. Lyir\g still
\ without breathing or blinking is a

special skill — one that US actor
Chuck Lamb specialised in since
fios 2005 as the ‘Dead Body Guy’!

Ip

BEING BANNED MADE REAL: PREVIOUSLY, BOYS EVEN PLAYED OMEN I shne Brasloc Alon:

WOMEN VERY (CROSS, INDEED. IN THE WORKS OF INILLIAM SHAKESPEARE i
ACTUALLY. Ten!

THe '‘BALD OF AVON

LADDIE FETCH HELP!
Clever animation and puppets are now often used in films
instead of actual living animal actors as training can
be very expensive. Lassie, perhaps the most famous
female film dog ever, was originally

played by a male dog called Pal! l : )
: iI

/I\

5

3%0 09
|

(

Ul//

7 excaront

(
BEAR COSTUME

[ IN ONE PLAY | IWAS A BOY DRESSED
RS A GIRL WHO DRESSES AS A BOY
\_ ereveno To 0 A o

8P cereRt LEXIT l
7 b rovse

THE NEXT STAGE?

A science museum in Krakow, Poland,
puts on short plays performed
by a cast of robots khown as
RoboThespians, after Thespis, a
famous ancient Greek actor. Will
ropotsione day put actors ovt of work?




/-, MODERN ARTIST /i~

Hi! I'm A 1vpe of Men's
TOILET CALLED A URINAL

BUT PUT ME ANOTHER WAY UP
AND I'M ONE OF THE WORLD'S
MOST IMPORTANT LJORKS OF ART!

g

S

O NOT TOUCH

AND THIS FRENCH GUY IS ONE OF THE
LORLD'S MOST IMPORTANT ARTISTS
ever - MarceL Ducrame

SOMETIMES KNOWN AS MY FEMALE
OTHER ME. ROSE SELAVY

IN 1917, MagceL was LIVING IN New
York, USA, WHEN HE BOUGHT ME BRAND
NEW FROM A PLUMBING SHOP AND ADDED
A SIMPLE SIGNATURE AND THE YEAR

K. 117

_

VoiLa! | WAS TRANSFORMED INTO
A WORK OF MODERN ART THAT HE
cALLED 'FOUNTAIN

HUH?

AT X

FUNNY NAME
FOR A URINAL

THIS WAS A NEW WAY OF LWORKING FOR
ARTISTS, ONE BASED ON IDEAS ALONE

1 CALLED THIS
[ conceeran cn
concepT

MARCEL NAMED HIS CREATIONS READYMADES - FOUND OR BOUGHT OBJECTS,
OFTEN LEFT UNCHANGED BUT WITH A NEW WAY OF THINKING ABOUT THEM

IN ADVANCE OF A BROKEN ARM

BICYCLE WHEEL

He even
IMPROVED A
PRINT OF ONE

OF THE WORLD'S
MOST FAMOUS
PAINTINGS

e ARE NOT
[ Amuseo - or
ARE WE?

MosT OF HIs ORIGINAL
READYMADES WERE LOST, BUT
NOWADAYS, LATER COPIES HE

MADE GO FOR A FORTUNE.

’
4
BANg

FOR $176

FILLION!

WHICH 15 WHY I'M NOW UNDER
soLp A PROTECTIVE GLASS CASE!

ATLEASTIT
MEANS NO ONE
CAN LEE ON ME

RUBBISH gRrT)sTS

TOP DRAWER

Born in Yokohama, Japan, sculptor

Sayaka Ganz combines thrown-away

METAL O
WORKER

Ghanaian-born artist

El Anatsui is famous for his
‘bottle-top installations’ —
large sheet-like sculptures

household vtensils such as spoons
and spatvlas to create amaz‘mg
models of animals in action,

made from thousands of smal|
pieces of reclaimed metal

sewn topether with wire,

ON A ROLL

Based in Berlin, Yuken Teruya
works with waste paper and
discarded toilet roll tubes to craft
intricate sculptures that celebrate
trees: the original sources of

PET PROJECT

Uk up-cycler Robert Bradford
turns broken toys into playful

paper and card.

pieces of art. Some sculptures

contain over 3,000 components,
and he can even portray

people’s pets!




FILM STAR

0%

HeLLo! I'm Canavian-sorn
FLorence LARENCE - THE
WORLD'S FIRST FILM STAR!

I'™ IN BLACK AND WHITE BECAUSE | MADE
movies IN America over 100 vears AcO
- AND THAT'S HOW THEY WERE THEN!

THeY LERE ALSO VERY SHORT COMPARED
TO MODERN FILMS - AND SILENT, SO WE
HAD TO ACT VERY DRAMATICALLY!

Back In 1908, | WAs A BI6 NOISE IN

SILENT MOVIES, MAKING 60 FILMs FOR

THe B1oerAPH COMPANY - WHO KePT
MY NAME A SECRET!

SLENT
actne 98

THEY DID THIS TO STOP ME BECOMING
FAMOUS AND WANTING HIGHER WAGES.
50, MY FANS NAMED ME INSTEAD

THE
BIOGRAPH

WHeN | Askep FOR MORE
MONEY, THEY GOT RID OF Me!

ANOTHER FILM coMPANY - IMP -
HIRED ME, PAID ME MORE. AND | 6OT
MY NAME ON THEIR POSTERS.

SHE'S THE
IMP GIRL!

MY New
FAVOURITE!

THEY ALSO CAME UP WITH A DEVIOUS PUBLICITY
STUNT - SAYING I'D DIED IN A TRAFFIC ACCIDENT

OUR MIss
HAS BEEN HIT!
13

IN FACT. IT WAS A BIG FIB
AHEAD OF MY NEW FILM.

FLORENCE
LAWRENCE

INHEN | THEN APPEARED ALIVE TO PROMOTE IT
A HUGE CROWD OF FANS MOBBED ME, AND THE
NEWS MADE ME THE VERY FIRST FILM STAR!

IT WAS A TRICK
SHE FOOLED US!

Beine A sTAR, | €ARNED AN
ASTRONOMICAL AMOUNT OF MONEY -
JUST LIKE MODERN MOVIE LEGENDS DO.

IT MAY HAVE BEEN A STUNT, BUT
1T MADE FOR A COLOURFUL STORY

/ PITY. | WAS
[ ony seen i
IN BLACK AND

KEY GRIP

No, they don't hold the director's
house keys. Grip crews organise
all the equipment on a movie set,
and the key grip organises

all the grip crews. Get a grip!

BEST BOY

Or best girl —is
second in rank to
the gaffer (‘best
boy/girl electric’)

and to the key
grip (‘best boy/
girl grip’). Despite
the name, they will
both be grown-ups!

GAFFER

Not the persen in charge
of mistakes, but the head
electrician on a film
production. You could
say, they’re a

bright sparis!

FOOD STYLIST

Makes fake food

that stays looking
good while scenes are
shot over and over
again. Mashed potato
makes a good stand-in
for ice cream!

FOLEY ARTIST

Adds sound effects to scenes, often
faking them in clever ways, such as

“ snapping a stick of celery for the

sound of a broken bone! Ouch!

WHILE 1 EMPTY
MY BLADDER!

sh WRANGLER

T A Looks after on-screen

At *eﬁexlkﬁ»m“\',es,“ children ot animals and
owards b G on keeps them happy between
smartly 47325 L eprity fakes. Baby wranglers can
who sits i loo S° th make babies cry on cue,

often by crying themselves!



@ THE DAY JOB &

WILLIAM
MCGONAGALL

I am the great William McGonagall, Scottish poet and

tragedian. Though people who read my verses offen
considered me a comedian, Some said my poems did not
scan well nor have a proper rhythm, but | took time fo
make them rhyme, so | would have an argument with 'em.

But in the historic
year of 1877, I left my
i ©

wea °

an v

svddenly entered my mind. So,
henceforth, | penned dramatic
verses about all sorts of tragic
tales including collapsing

railway bridges and the
deaths of monster whales.
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Wayang is a form of puppet theatre from
the Indonesian island of Java. Rodded flat
leather puppets cast shadows anfo

a white linen screen.

Y]

Punch and Judy is
an old-fashioned British
enterfainment dating back fo
the 17th century. Puppeteers
call themselves ‘professors’.

\Y
Yaya coulibaly is a famous
performer from Mali, West
Africa — keepmg alive an
ancient tribal tradition.

He has hundreds of puppets!

e show
. ~Jup°"e5
tradition® eoples
ku is @ three P
gunra oFgruféd oy from view!

s
th pupPe
wi i

dan

In Vietnam, audiences can enjoy
traditional tales featuring puppets
that perform scenes in water, including
{ishing, tice Flanfing and duck herding.

DIRTY WORK

“It's a dirty job, but someone's gof to do it is a popular saying — just bad lvck if that person

is YOU. Jobs mvolvmg poo, wee and other distastefu| wastes are frequently frowned vpon,
though they can be vital and even well paid. This chapter holds its nose and peers from a
distance at some of history's most horrible occupations, begmmng with four foul facts.

WORLD'S BIGGEST BLOCKAGE?

THAR SHE BLOWS!

In 2017, a 250-m long mass of old cookir\g

fat and disposable nappies was cut free

from Londen's sewers. The ‘fatberg’ fook

nine weeks to remove, and then went
on display in a museum!

Canadian marine bio!ogisf Justine Hudson
collects snot sprayed from the blowholes

of Beluga whales. She scoops it from the
sea to examine [ater in her [aboratory.

SORRY TO BRING THIS UP... GET A WIGGLE ON!

AR === o
Maggot farming is a smelly business but
might help save the planet. In South
Africa, food and farm waste is furned
into millions of mageots (fly larvae)
that can be fed to chickens instead of
ground-up fish taken frem the sea.

at banquets to collect vomit from guests

who had eaten too much. Today, theme

parks employ staff fo clear the vomit
from below rollercoaster rides.
Don't look vp! (And wear a hat...)

8l



WeLcome 1o THe Roman P —
aty of Pomeen N 79 CE
PUBLIC STREET. AND, NO, BIT OF PRIVACY
HERE PLEASE!
IT'S NOT RAINING.

THERE ARE LOTS OF POTS LIKE ME
FULL Of

¢ pec. ALL OVER PomPell

THAT'S BECAUSE THIS MAN'S JOB RELIES He 15 A FULLER - A PERSON WITH A LAUNDRY TReap o)
ON A STEADY STREAM OF URINE THAT WASHES WOOLLEN TOGAS IN WEE.
— 1= b 758 R R
/" conme s 7 emsrwons w i THE SOILS OF WAR
s T W M)
OPPORTUNITY! TOGAS AND Me! 0 In 17th-century Europe,
chemicals in wee were vital in
00 making gunpowder. So-called
THE JOB ISN'T SIMPLY HANDS-ON saltpetre men’ had the power (%
- YOU UsE YOUR feeT T00! ) I
to hatvest wee-soaked soil

of farms and churches, as m
[ neeo the —

SOMETIMES SEVERAL PEOPLE TRAMPLE ON A TUB FULL THERE ARE CHEMICALS IN URINE THAT ACT LIKE A BLEACH (
people often wet themselves ot

OF TOGAS TOGETHER, SINGING WHILE THEY WORK. TO MAKE THE WOOL WHITER. THAT'S WHY ROMANS UsE
— IT AS A MOUTHIWASH TOO.

JUST REMEMBER (
TO SPITIT OUT!

{
=

from under the floors ‘ ‘

1M WALKING during super-jong sermons.
¥ URiNe

DYEING FOR A WEE?

SMELLS
AWFUL
THOUGH

Woad is a plant ence used fo produce a bright blve dye.
Muking it involved rotting leaves in urine, Prodvcing
a smell so bad English queen Elizabeth | banned woad-
dyers from working near her palaces!

ONT TRY
THIS AT HOMED

Rict Romans pAY 00D
MONEY TO HAVE THEIR
CLOTHES CLEANED
THIS WAY.

AFTER BEING THOROUGHLY WASHED IN WEE,
THE FULLER RINSES THE TOGAS IN CLEAN
WATER AND HANGS THEM OUT TO DRY.

VRINE LUCK?

From Roman times and earlier, urimancers were
fortune-tellers that predicted your future from
bubbles in a bow| of wee. Big bubbles meant money
coming in, small bubbles spelled troubles!

/ arten at my reer
AR KILLING e

THEY SMELL
PRETTY
DEADLY 10O

OW! HOW
DID YOU GET 1T
50 cLeANn

OH NO! ASH ALL
OVER MY NICE
CLEAN TOGA!

BELIEVE ME
YOU DON'T WANT / THAT'S THE

TO KNOW LEAST OF YOUR
PROBLEMS. FRANKLY
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SOMETHING LIKE THIS? |
IWORD FOR HUMAN POO, AND | DON'T FARM IT,
o <] } SHIFT 1T WITH A SHOVEL. ROYAL FLUSH OFF THE SCALE
HeLLo In e -
A GONG FARMER he o 5 — Groom of the stool In medicine, poos are
AND | KNOW WHAT 0 MYSELF. 1M A SUPER was ohce onhe of clues to a person's
YOU RE THINKING. SWIFT SHIFTER N P
the most privileged health. Doctors
9O« F 8 ﬁ oS0 @ :
7 q positions in the = ] wor|dwide vse the
oo English royal court, 7 L) Bristol Stool Scale
(@) 7Y : VLY.L i
¥ especially in Tudor - P o chart to describe them,
times. It involved X 7 N == from Type | (tiny dry
i 5
RiGHT NOW, | AM LITERALLY I'M STOOD IN A CESSPIT - A BIG HOLE fiien 1 FILLE s THE OineR helping the king go e lumps) to Type 7 (runny
UP TO MY NECK IN INORK. IN THE GROUND UNDER AN OUTSIDE PAYS ME TO PUT THE POO INTO to the toilet in a S0 liquid). Types 3 and %
TOILET, FULL OF THE POO PEOPLE DO GG e
EMOVES LUTIIA ROPE bow| hidden inside ol B — soft savsages — are
ITS A PILE OF 3 £ 0 A
#00 Tis Job! <0 AviaY. m a fabric-covered the ones fo aim for!
BUSY IN HeERet stool, which is why
today poos are also ‘
called stools. J I
(4!
<
& 2
<«
e WORK IN DARKNESS '.[HROUGN THE THE LA ALSO INSISTS INE GET RID USUALLY, WE SELL IT TO
NIGHT SO PEOPLE CAN T SEE US. OF THE POO OUTSIDE THE CITY FARMERS AS FERTILISER PURE LUCK JUMBO JOBS
’ CidRdioe THIS STUFF In Victorian London, Ih Thailand, elephant
THE LAW $AYS 70 buMP 15 GREAT ON _ )
Hetntioid %0 e EoUmesi STRAWBERRIES! pure-finders walked the streets, dung is collected by hand
L@ Hey picked vp dog poo with their to make environmentally
2 m A .
A é G:f bare hands and popped it into friendly paper that doesn't
i g lidded buckets. It was sold to be involve cutting down frees.
STILL SMELL (> vsed in so(fen'mg leather used @ The poo is packed with plant
s THoUGH ; o ;
LT for book covers. (Don't worry! fibres that are turned into
This book uses card!) colourful craft paper.
THE LAW ALSO SAYS WE CAN'T LIVE IF WE BREAK THESE LAWS, BUT AS NO ONE ELSE WANTS THE v
IN THE SMART PARTS OF THE CITY. PEOPLE WILL KICK UP A JOB, WE GET WELL PAID FOR IT v
BIGGER STINK THAN THE
ONE IN HERE.
WEDON'T WANT "
YOUR sorT o
(4
Shig, S>
[ UL our Poo
NEEDS REMOVING
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@ THE DAY JOB &as
JOSEPH PUJOL

Bonhjout. My name is Joseph Pujol,
and | was born in the French coastal
town of Marseille in 1857
| started out as a baker,
but | became famous as
a flatulist: someone who
farts for a !iving.‘

g JOSPEE PUJOL
ALITY: FRENCE
5. FLATOLIST

It sounds crazy, but while
serving a spell in the army
I discovered | could pass gas from
my rear and make different noises vsing
my muscles, such as the parp of a bvgle or rifle
shots. My fellow soldiers thought it hilarious, so on
returning home | started fo perfect the art of the fart.

Back at the bakery, | practised
while serving customers. My
repertoire grew tfo include
squeaky boots, various
musical instruments, cannon-
fire and a thunderstorm.
Everyone luughed, so | made
a break with baking and
took my wind on stage!

At this point,

! should explain
that though / way
farting furious)
fsroc[ovjl),’

Avdiences |oved if,
cheering and laughing
unti| tears rolled down
their cheeks (the ones
on their faces,

| mean!).

| toured local music
halls as ‘Le Pétomane’,
which means ‘The

Y and
my act diq
not stink. /n ot 1
was able to simp|
clean ajr in and

Fur‘rmg Maniac’,
Dressed smartly
(I think one should
look smart to fart),
I let rip with my
many impressive
impressions.

Y move
out of
My postetior at wil].
(ndeed, I'could expel
it with enough force
to blow out g cand|e
—d ngh/fghf of my
Petformancer

GUFF!

=0

SNUFF

Anyway, in 1892 | became a
star at the Moulin Rouge, the
wor|d-famous musical theatre
in.Paris. People flocked

to see me, and | bent over
backwards to entertain
them. By now my act
included farmyard animal
noises as well as playing a
small flute and an ocarina by
fart power afone!

k me all over the world,
bought a huge house,
hildren. However, |
14 at the ovtbreak
t back to bukir\g.
unyoﬂe?

My svccess too

made me very rich. |
d ten ¢

and
married and raise
stopped performing in 19
of World War | and wen :
Fancy an Gir piscvity

PAAAARP!



CAT-ASTROPHE!

In 2021, Texas lawyer

The world of work is
People ate human (most
— and will - make mist
of recent hv’sfor/y‘j mos

not afy, Rod Ponton was on an

of the, i
)
akes, He, f

t 7‘r<’Ir1<>u; £

ays

important video call to

an American courthouse,

vnaware that a filter on

‘ ASLEEP ON THE 708 his computer had swopped
i i 1

In 2013, a German bank s e f"”’“"”Y white HOLY MoLY!

clerk tried to transfer MR Wv'“‘ 8°°-8°f Sy8s In 2020, Italian priest

64.20 eutos to a customer's 4 reco:'dlng ot this .Lawyer Paclo Longo also fell foul

(i el GGl oAl A of video filters. Live-

account, but fell asleep
with their {mger on

a single key of their
computer, the number ‘2’
ART N As a resuvlt, they instead
- FAILURE transferred 222,222,222.22
< Cc//ages from cut
Le Ea/eau, was shown vpside dvo
'n 1961 before a visj

streaming a service for
stuck-at-home worshippers,
he was turned into a

wizard with a pointy hat,
a black-and-white cat, and

French artist
Henr i
! Matisse crea also grew a brighf pink

career. One work euros! The dozy mistake
)

Paper fowards the end of bis
wh by New York's Museum
for spotted the mistake!

went unspotted for hours! moustache, Heavens!

THE FARCE IS WITH You

/mﬂgine acting in
one of th
ever — ang c/§M5i[ € most famoy,

frame. That's what

L S Mmovies
e bumpmg YoUt head on a door
actor Laurje Goode did P/aying
fi epic, Star Wars
ew Hope. He claimed tum
le made him do it!

NOT S0 wizaRrp

jecﬁng the best-se/jin i

Series of p
g ed down Harry /’oﬂsrie{ore ° b
T on. Even then, avthor J K Row
make any money out of

Can you imagine re
leve/ve Publishers turn
{ma//y took

liyz

he — B/Oo!njburr =

: “"8 was told, ‘Yoo’
children's books, Jo.» Expe”;a,::;,/ never

NOT SO FAB FOUR
a band from the UF, are the

roup ever, having
er, in

e cake’
Special, H°W6vsr

ar i
S0 nicrnercl)

The Beatles,

°
most successful pop &
90 million records. Howev

: : . Zily
sold over 21 o boss af the Decca recording IPVolving simy Cbration of ok (:"/ced cakes
drreeiy TR down the chance to sign Bakery: qy, f‘D € m'j‘/"derstand;n 'Ivres, often
company f“r“eiﬂ‘ peatles have no future G nf""ﬂhv’ng Written o 8:- For eXamp fe:
ine: ne th n top?
them vp, say'ng S ) Oops! 8 Thank you, E, PP Customer:
in show business.” Oop N”hmg, thank yw”’d resolt: the Words

Piped across j4s

75y

S7765g

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



outrself lucky fo g°
ty you find your sch
t children went fo w

Do you consider y
depend on how tas
human history, mos
these jobs were dirty,
chapter shows, there

the pasfias.welllas er
"Bt Which of these positions

dangerovs and so
have been lots of

some wonderful ways to make a living
wovldyov pick?®

EARLY “STARTERS

to school? The answer may
ool dinners, but £
ork from an early
metimes deadly. As this last
horrible jobs for juniors in

of much of
age. Often

today.

CROSSING SWEEPER

Horses filled the streets of
‘g]g cities before motor cars,

and those same horses then
filled the streets with their
poo. Gangs of poor children
armed with brooms cleared
poo from the paths of
smartly dressed people in

@ CEEET—mmp v iorremics

© WHIPPING BOY

Hard to believe, but
it is said that English
royal princes once
had a boy who sat by

pharaoch at age nine. In 1632, Christina

chwrgc was ctowned KING of Poland.

MONARCH

Tutankhamen became an Egyptian

@I T® EeMPEROR

Two-year-old Puyi became the last emperor
of Imperial China in 1908. As supreme ruler,
he was both super spoilt and incredibly cruel:
beating servants and having other people
blow on his soup to cool it for him.

was made queen of Sweden, aged
Six. In 1384, a 10-year-old gir| called

Gcﬁigure!
3 U #
@1 1™

FILM STAR
The Harry Potter
films made stars of
many young actors,

POP IDOL
South Horean K-pop is the world's
#asTesT-growwng music scene, with
bands such as BTS, Twice and

Blackpink now known all over the

mcludmg Emma
‘Hermione’ Watson. She
remains one of the world's
highest-earning actresses.

CLIMBING BOY them in lessons and globe. -pop stars are discovered ;{/L Better still, she got furned
.. In the 19th century, chimney sweeps took a beating ‘(")f" :: ?:enc;:ge;: Qni tavght the moves ﬁr info action figures!
across Evrope employed ‘climbing the teacher on their e e

behalf if they made a
mistake. To whip the
future k‘mg would be
considered treason.

boys’ to sweep soot from inside the
narrowest parts of chimneys. Little
better than slaves, many died from

their awful working conditions. To teturn to ¢

he openin

Sl Agreat stary
Many children

fiwsrion, scho
MUDLARK

It might sound fuh, but this was an awfu| occupation.

In Victorian London, poor children Scuvehged in the mud of
the river Thames in the hope of finding things they might
sell, even though the river was basically a big open sewer.

SOCIAL MEDIA STAR

Teenage viogpers (video-bloggers) on video-
sharing platforms such as Instagram and YouTube
can have a huge influence on their audiences.
In 2016, I3-year-old American JoJo Siwa had
girls around the world copying her hair bows!

-
that next tip. 7 and remempe,

Sets
7Y homeworp
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@ C(AREER PATH & "y |

involving travel?

As you'll have read, the world of work has offered a wide range
of jobs throughout history. Follow the questions below fo see
what occupation might be best for you!

Are you scared of
your own shadow?

RATHER
NOT

Do you have
whiskers and a tail?

NO Mainly on foot?
Would you be happy
cutting up people? YES NO
YES
With a silly little flag?

Are you sporty? | ‘ Dead people?

Happy to perform

START HERE: in public?

’ Are you a robot?
NO
YES

‘ Would you prefer to

work from home?

YES [No

Happy to
fool people?

NO

Okay with
working naked?

BARBER-
SURGEON
Page 24

Do you occasionally covgh
up furballs?

Like toads?

Youb BB 40 1 0y N4

Okay with the serious
risk of injury?

Prefer to fly?

9 Are you $
Y? Harry Houdini? *
REALLY?
YES [wo p— »
FOOTBALLER “ARRR” a [ot?

et VETY’ Page 68 %

Get on well sensible
with horses? t

BALL GAME
PLAYER

Page 66
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WORK'S LIKE A DREAM! *
&+ s

IS there a drear job that you'd love to have?

(Copy this page and fill in the spaces, ready fo apply
# the moment it becomes available!l)

S
¥y y93q3n0k

‘v NAME AND AGE

Sl o L > SRR
ST
o= DREAM JOB TITLE
>0
31
CRSEEI 0 R A VIS PRSPPI S
a g

g ...............................

WHAT SKILLS CAN
;} YOU BRING?

WHY DO YOU WANT THIS JOB?




