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WHSO WERE
THE NORSE?

Around a
thousand years ago,

or Norse people. The region is now called
Scandinavia and includes Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
At home, the Norse lived peacefully as farmers. But many
of them believed that their destiny was to cross the sea,
exploring new lands and conquering new territories.

/ saw their lives as S"‘P‘?
strands of wool being
spun into threads by three
witches called the Norns. If ([
the Norns decided to snap your
thread, that meant your time on

Norse people

earth was up!

I
for weaving wool into cloth. Once the cloth was
woven and dyed, it was made into brightly
coloured trousers, tunics and dresses.

Norse people told wonderful stories about
gods, humans and mythical creatures. Some
were funny, like how the god Loki tried to
beat a giant in an eating contest. Some
were exciting, like when prince Sigurd
slayed the dragon Fafnir. Some were scary,
like the story of Ragnarok, the end of the
world. Norse myths were passed down from
generation to generation, and they are still

among the greatest stories in the world.

e,

Fierce warriors and

mighty sailors, the Norse
carried out violent and
ruthless raids in 8ritain
and other c3ualriscs. They
became known as ‘Vikingar',
meaning pirates or raiders.

The Vikings did
not believe that it
was wrong to kill and
steal. They thought only
about their own fearsome
reputations, and about
the marvellous gifts that
they would give to their
families back home.

Not all Viking
warriors were men.
Women sometimes
joined these raiding
expeditions, too.

The Vikings were the most skilful
ship builders in the world. Their
longboats were extremely light,
and could travel as fast as a
modern racing yacht.
A

Despite what you may
have heard, Viking
helmets never had

horns on them!

Vikings did not spend all of their
time sailing and fighting. There was
a season for raiding and a season
for returning to the family farm

Even on their travels across Europe, the Vikings N
were not always in a bloodthirsty mood. Sometimes
they would arrive in a new land peacefully, to make
friends and to engage in trade. They brought with

them animal products such s honey, wool and

fish, and they sold these to buy luxury goods
such as silver, silk and spices.



A creation myth,is a 'story about how the world bedan.
Ancient civilisations had all sorts of weird and wonderful
ideas about how the world formed, and this is the Norse

creation story. Warning: there are lots of giants!

Once there was a gap - a magical void To the south of Ginnungagap lay Muspellheim, To the north lay freezing Niflheim, a land
of nothingness called Ginnungaga a land of fire, lava and smoke. Surt the Giant of ice, frost and fog.

lived there, stroking his flaming beard and

swinging his blazing sword.

Odin, Vill and Ve decided to use Ymir's giant body to create the world. They made the land The universe was starting to take shape.

from Ymir's flesh and the sea from Ymir's blood. They fashioned mountains from bones, As sparks flew up into Ginnungagap from

clouds from brains, rocks from his teeth and trees from his hair. the fires of Muspellheim, Odin grabbed
them and arranged them high in the sky.

Over thousands of years, the Niftheim ice The frost thawed
spread into the Ginnungagap. As the warm and froze, cracked
air from Muspellheim swirled in, the frost and growled,
began to thaw. shifted and grew.

DRIP.

To show their humility, the brothers marked Next, the brothers created a realm called Midgard To keep the giants at bay, the brothers
off a region of land where the surviving and filled it with beautiful meadows and clear made a wall from Ymir's eyelashes and

glants could live together in the new world. waters. used it to surround Midgard.

Ymir the Frost Giant was While Ymir slept, small droplets of sweat oozed Meanwhile, the sweat on Ymir's legs formed a six-
rather... sweaty. from his armpits and the droplets formed headed giant called Thrudgelmir.
themsalves into two smaller giants

Ao noT FED
oo T
W

Lastly, Ve carved the logs into the Finally, the gods built themselves a golden fortress called
beautiful land of Midgard, so 0din shape of peaple, creating the first Asgard. They connected it to the rest of the world by the
breathed life into two logs. Next, Vili man and woman of Midgard: Ask Bifrost, a glorious rainbow bridge. From Asgard, the gods
gave the logs thoughts and feelings. and Embla Watched over the adventures of humans and giants.

There was no one to enjoy the

Audunla the Cow also emerged out of On the third day of licking, the god In time, Buri married a frost giant and had a son called )
the loe. As there Was no grass to eat, [l Burl popped out of the lce Bor. When Bor was grown, he marrled a frost glant Dot
Audumla survived by licking the ice himself and had three children called Vili, Odin and Ve n AL P g S yet

She licked and licked, until something
strange - and hairy - appeared.




MEET THE 4<OD$

Norse people worshipped dozens of gods and
goddesses - some say sixty-six! These divine beings
each had their own role and personality. They were

super-powerful, but very far from perfect.

Freyr is the god of fertility and Beautiful Freya is the goddess of

growth. He s the one to thank battle. She rides in a chariot pulled
for plentiful harvests and healthy i G

=
=
=)
W children. enables her to fly.
:\ /
A

Tyr is the brave but reckless
god of war. His hand was
bitten off by a monstrous
wolf called Fenrir.

Strong, loveable and a teeny bit dim, Thor
rides in a chariot pulled by two goats,
Snarler and Grinder. He uses his incredible
strength and mighty hammer to protect
Asgard from giants and monsters.

ODIN

0din ‘Allfather’ created humans and also

many of the gods. The ravens on his \ S g e

shoulders are called Huginn (Thought) X £
and Muninn (Memory). Arrogant and XN 2 ) s & 3 3

S ~ g ; Honir loves accompanying 0din HEIMDALL
:::vn ::T:ll:d: [t et e saarey z S '/ \ and Loki on their adventures.

o ers. f / N\
% Y 4 3 He is very indecisive, though, Heimdall, watchman of the gods, guards
andhewilf ustallyiqnswetwith the Bifrost bridge day and night. His

| @ vague grunt! eyes and ears are so sharp, he can spot
grasshoppers on the distant horizon and
hear the Wool growing on a sheep!

\\ Balder’s blind brother Hod is kind
but gullible. His gullibility leads
to the worst disaster imaginable.

Thor's wife Sif is famous for her long,
silky blonde hair. 0f all the gods and
goddesses in Asgard, she is by far
the vainest. Her son Ull is a fantastic
archer and a superfast skier.

The most important of all the
goddesses, Frigg is the wife of
0din and the mother of Balder
and Hod. She can see into other i B =
realms and even tell the future. RS0 onsetith carenee

\ With his handsome face, wise N goddess whose apples contain the

T

Ny

Mischievous trickster Loki is o + A

speech and generous character, ! 7 secret to eternal youth. Whenever
Balder is the best of all the a god begins to grow old, one bite
gods. In fact, his goodness X will make them young again.
makes him literally glow.

always getting himself and others
into trouble. He uses powerful
shapeshifting magic to turn himself
into a fly, a fish or even a giant.

NS
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The eagle squawked another spell, causing the branch to stick to
its talons... and to Loki's hands.

Loki begged the bird for mercy, offering to
do it a favour in return for his release.

"‘
THE THEET OF O £
IDIN'S RPPLES

Tl do angthing!
Anything at oll/

Henm... T s
there is one thing
you could do

or m

One crisp, cold morning, Odin, Honir and
Loki crossed the Bifrost bridge from their
home in Asgard and went hiking in the

world of humans.

After a long day Odin built a fire and the gods grilled three ox steaks over the flames. The steaks
sizzled and sizzled and sizzled, but somehow did not cook.

The goddess Idun was sitting in her sun-dappled
orchard, living her best life. Her apples were
sacred in Asgard because they restored youth to

Loki crept into the
orchard and sidled
up to Idun.

whoever ate them. Needless to say, she was very
popular with everyone.

Perched in the oak tree above
their heads was an enormous
eagle. An enormous tafking eagle.

The steaks had been on the fire
for hours, but they were still raw.

The magical eagle swooped
down from the branches. It

snatched up two steaks in its
claws and another in its beak.

So i youre a god or a
goddess and you want to
‘Stay young and radiant,
just keep on eating one
golden apple every day.

T cast a Stay
Rauw spell on gour
meat, Gimme some
steak and Tl undo

On, ey Lok
Want an apple?

SUBSCRIBE/!

|

AN

1dun was worried about what this would mean for
her brand. She picked all of the golden apples on
her tree, then followed Loki out of the orchard
and across the flaming Bifrost bridge.

The cunning sorcerer told ldun that he had
found another golden apple tree. It was in
Midgard, just beyond the Bifrost bridge, and
its apples looked exactly like ldun's apples.

Hey quys, Tim vith
g 3008 riend Loki
and today we are

But mine are
urique!

going out of our
comfort zones by
FIREWALKING!

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



As they entered Midgard. Loki led Loki had promised the eagle that he
the way. Little did Idun realise the would bring Idun to this exact spot...
terrible danger she was in. and the eagle was right on time.

The eagle carried Idun over the Utgard Sea, all the
way to Jotunheim, home of the giants.

0din quickly called a council of the gods. When he saw them,
he realised that the golden apple shortage was having dreadful

This s the
worst. Tim being
obducted by an
enormous bird of prey
and T can't even el
my followers
about it.

shifted back into its true form.

High on a mountain peak in the middle of giant

o

)

country, the eagle deposited its captive and //

Thiazi rubbed his hands together and began
to make a list of recipe ideas.

The first rays of dawn shone gently on the
dwelling place of the gods. 0din lay on his
bed in blissful slumber when suddenly—

Thiazi the Giant
leered down

at his captive,
gloating. He knew
that the gods
and goddesses
back in Asgard
would grow
horribly old
without Idun

and her golden
apples, while he
himself would
seem younger and
more handsome
every day.

will be mine!

Asgard was under the shadow
of a terrible curse.

Tve found
o grey hoir.

What are they
saging? I cant
hear o thing,

Tve got o stoop!

1 crossed the
Bifrost bridge
this morving,
‘then couldn't
remember why.

We need Tdun! Where i
the nine realms IS she?

T sow Tdun
crossing the
Bifrost bridge

with Lok

‘This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025. Visit bookshelf. k for up-to-date d informati




Suddenly, 0din had an idea. He went to Idun's
orchard and tiptoed among the trees.

Loki borrowed Freya's falcon skin and took off
from her balcony. He soared over sparkling lakes
and lofty mountaintops.

=
Hee-hee, Tm o
g sorcerer/

5 —

As the sun dipped low in the sky, Loki came
n sight of Thrymheim. He slowed down as he
neared the mountain peak - he had no idea
what he would do if Thiazi was home.

As luck would have it, Thiazi was
about to go fishing...

T guess Tl
ust wing it.

D i

Stayout of
trouble until
Tm back!

)

1dun was all alone - it was now or never!

The sorcerer used his magic to turn ldun into
a little nut. He grabbed the Idun-nut and

changed back into a bird to make his escape.

Unfortunately for Loki, Thiazi had forgotten his lucky fishing hat. At that moment, Thiazi

returned. He saw the falcon - and the nut - and realized what had happened. In a fit of
rage, he transformed into an eagle and set off in hot pursuit.

T#'s for your

As the sun set, the gods of Asgard spotted Loki the falcon
zo0ming through th

Come back here,

ou wretched
‘\\ creature!

jening sky, followed by Thiazi the eagle.

l Loki swooped down over the walls of Asgard.

Quick, everybody, make
o pile of wood shavings!

Loki shrugged off the falcon skin and

stood triumphant before the assembly

spell and the nut began to open.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.

The gods and goddesses surged forward, eager for Idun's
yummy, crunchy apples to make them young again.
of gods and goddesses. He muttered a

One o a time, foks.
and remember..




The four corners of

the sky were held in
place by four dwarves

named Nordri, Sudri,
Austri and Vestri (North,

kk Seut East anaiest, Norse people enjoyed periods of safety and quiet \ This contrast between order-and chaos
N at home as well as chaotic expeditions far away. - is evident in the stories the Norse told. -
fj\\\ o They understood the longhouse and the village to * The same stories helped them make sense
i : be the peaceful centre of their world, and of the mysteries of nature,

they viewed the regions beyond as places like those eerie, flickering
of uncertainty and danger. lights which they saw on
> 2. ? v Frosty-maned Hrimfaxi drew Night
the northern horizon. g across the'sky)in a dark chariot.
Night.was guided by Sol's brother
Mani, the moon, who was pursued
by a snapping wolf called Hati.

A radiant-maned
horse called
Skinfaxi drew Day
across the sky in a
bright chariot. Day was guided by
Sol, the sun, who in turn was pursued
by a slavering wolf called Skoll.

Vikings believed their fate was decided ~
by the Norns. Trying to fight fate was
as pointless as trying
to row a boat in

J Wl At night, people gazed in
BRUN ! | | ° awe at the ‘northern lights®

= ] KIR) dancing on the horizon. They
LN strons teres soparares - SRR e
on your own! . the family’s neat fields and gardens [ \ RN o 'the shislds ot warrion.

5 < / - = ] from the wilderness beyond, which was A mAlie s aailed Vaikyries:

thought of as the ‘uttangard’ (outer place).

That uncharted, dangerous area reminded people of
Jotunheim - the territory of giants and monsters.

7
o ;
% ; = Vikings prayed to

Freyr (the harvest god)

i =) andSif (9oddess of grain)

= in the hope of getting

enough food to feed
their families.

As the Vikings travelled
around Europe, they
met people who called
themselves Christians.

Harald Bluetooth and King
Olaf were the first Viking

rulers to convert to this

strange new religion.
Churches appeared
all over Denmark and

Norway, offering

people a new way

of looking at the
world.

.. Sorcerers
tried using
magic and secret
knowledge to get
what they wanted -
to paralyse enemy warriors on a
far-off battlefield, for example.

A longhouse

- X ==
was home to a

="
7
l A /
“( / whole family. This
4

was the ‘innangard’ (inner place),
an area of comfort, civilisation and
protection. It reminded people of
Asgard, home of the gods.

storytelling and
singing were highly
valued. The best Norse
poets were said to have  —
drunk the ‘mead of
poetry’, given to them
by Odin himself.




Thor's wife Sif was famous in Asgard for
her long, blonde hair. It draped around her
shoulders like a curtain of finely spun gold.

P, another
good-hair day!

In the morning, Sif was inconsolable. As for Thor,
he immediately knew who the culprit must be.

i
)

S —

%{E%KIRES OF | 3

THE <OD% <

(

Z

:!“,‘:I ‘ / A
i = A ////\ \k‘\

Loki explained to the sons of Ivaldi that they would be
Fichly rewarded by the gods if they could craft for Sif

a skein of silky, golden hair.

The bellows puffed. The hammer clanged. The magic spinning wheel span,
weaving together a golden mane.

One night, while all of Asgard slept, the sorcerer Loki shapeshifted into a
gadfly and buzzed into Sif's bedroom through the keyhole. Then he changed
back into his usual form, drew a glinting dagger and sliced off Sif's hair.

V & She used to
AR = be Sif but now
S oW > she's ‘Balder’!

— g 9D
===

Loki so0n came to regret his
prank, and vowed to repair the
damage he had done.

| =
LOKT/! I l. | Crill ot will you? Tl ask
e the dwarves £o spin her
= Z= Some new golden !
77 REYF XY ‘ M
~ \ ' o
Loki hurried over the Bifrost bridge. He slipped into a cave, then down into /
the domain of the dwarves. Loki hurried through a maze of underground /

chambers. The resounding clang of a hammer and the swoosh of bellows led
him to a fiery cavern, where dwarven goldsmiths were hard at work.

This high quality

o wig?

No problem.

With the extra gold, the dwarves made a ship called Skidbladnir
for Freyr and a spear named Gungnir for Odin.

When

magic hair. o) over, Well make
s for Freyr and

o 5 | ; A B f)dm, +o0, M
{ S WIIK -

] \ = / \\

Loki thanked the sons of lvaldi, and left With the three treasures.
On his way up to the world of men, he passed another workshop and
heard two other dwarven goldsmiths squabbling.

o | SR
- i \\\‘LJ/)/

More like Y ’// e 5 We have gold left \ S
T

"
=0 \ / Y =

S N wosin

(A \ \\ Z You it my |\_‘ o, the woy!

thumb/ Ny
e When Odin > M
throws Gungrir, )
 will ahwags AN N

Wit its target,

folds
Skidbladniv, it wil

b tig encugn for ) ]
all the gods to

/
sail n. / ; %

V

~

Cunning Loki entered the workshop and showed Brokk and Eitri the gifts which
their rivals had made for the gods. Brokk scoffed and sat down at his bellows.
Eitri tutted and went over to his forge.

N s

\/ N il

Loki was eager to get more gifts for the gods, but he also
wanted to keep his head. As Brokk and Eitri got to work,
the trickster Loki shapeshifted into a gadfly and stung the
dwarves over and over again to put them off their task.

| /A
We too shall
% oot el
[ B
What will you X
ol %)

Gl

Tl give
You my head,

U
J

AT A

erbooks.co.uk
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/
M Buzz ot /
(
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On Loki's return to Asgard, all of the An excited murmur ran around the hall as Loki distributed the gifts from the =
gods gathered in the assembly hall to sons of Ivaldi. There was new hair for Sif, a ship for Freyr and a spear for Odin. ] From:thenion, the!duaryes: goldan siftsimads Asgarda
i thalt aeleliNaRIR oIS k) safer place to live. With Thor's hammer, any frost giant
smirked, thinking of the trick he had
played on Brokk and Eitri.

would have to be very brave - or very stupid - to venture

across the Bifrost bridge

Fee, fye, Foe,
Uh-oh/

Just whot
Tabiags

So when the hammer went missing one day, [Lek« volunteered to go and search for
Thor was distraught. Thor's missing hammer.

Soon, it was Brokk and Eitri's turn to be the Next, 0din was given the golden arm-ring Finally, Brokk 9ave Thor the golden hammer

gift-givers. First, Freyr received the golden Draupnir. It would multiply eightfold every Mjolinir. No matter how far Thor threw it, the

boar Gullinbursti. The boar was faster than nine days! hammer would always return to his hand!

Tlost my

a horse and he glowed in the dark.

0O course,
T would be
oble to travel
much faster
# T borvowed
Frega's foleon
ki,

hammer/

Yag! T've always
wawnted o, glow-in-
the-dark boar!

Loki swooped down and landed
beside the giant.

Loki flew across the Utgard Sea, all the way
to Jotunheim. Looking down, he saw a giant
filling in a freshly dug hole.

The gods were grateful for the gifts from Brok and Eitri reveaed to |\
the gods that a gadfly had  f———

the sons of Ivaldi, but they were THRILLED
with the gifts from Brokk and Eitri. They attacked them while they -
proclaimed Brokk and Eitri the winners of were making the gifts. P

the Greatest Golden Gifts rosette. 7
50, %
[l 3
: Hello Theym,
A 50 you
- steol Thor's
) Must ot forget
jnere T buried it, Must
It was s i that pesky fly ) whers Ll s
J ot forget winere
wanted to spol our work. Good T buried it. Must
job we dwarves are made of fe a uried \us:
ok we ey not forget...

such strong stufs!

Eitri's triumphant smile twisted into a The trickster Lokl cursed WIS IO L st Iohe.
menacing grin as he turned to face Loki. his own rashness for ever o
agreeing to a bet.

T ot Frega
+o come to
Totunheim and
marryme.

Allvignt, fine, T
DID steol the nammer
ond T DID bury it ot
‘the bottom of

HeyLoki, it's
time to Collect
oUr other prize..
YOUR HEAD!

Tve got to g0
test drive
gowr-in-the-

dark boar!

this deep hole,
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Loki explained to Thrym that Freya had been Then, Thrym took a peek under his Loki explained that Freya had not slept
fasting for the last eight days because she was bride's vell. a wink for the last eight nights.
s0 excited about the wedding.

Loki flew home to Asgard with
the news. Freya, as expected,
was not best pleased.

Tim ot marrying some
stinking frost. gont!

You have no choice,
The safety of Asgard Becouse of her

excitement?

Why are her
eges ke Hazing

Finally it was time for the
wedding ceremony. Thrym
called for Mjolinir to be
brought in to bless the
happy union and the hammer
was placed on the lap of
Thrym's new bride. %

Throwing off the veil and
taking up his hammer, Thor
gave Thrym a big surprise
for his wedding day!

Thrym and his servants prepared a lavish wedding. As soon
as everything was ready, the rattle of chariot wheels

g R )

Would gou ke

o say o few -1
words, my dear? =0

Yes, please.

HAMMER

my bride
arvives!

She wolfed down eight large salmon for starters and an entire ox for main
course. Then she grabbed every single dessert from the table and crammed
them into her mouth.

X AN n ap— ‘
\ %

Since that day, the giants have
stayed well away from Asgard -
and Thor always finds his hammer
exactly where he left it.

= l

==

Wooh! Why is 2
she 5o hungry?

Y
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MYTHICRL MONSTERS

Norse mythology and folklore are full of
monsters and otherworldly beings. Some, like ;
giants, trolls and dragons, were the sworn = S = =2 Mhi(h
i = The mara was an old Norse
enemies of gods and humans. Others, such HARGIER RS T
as 0din’s eight-legged horse, could be This whale-like creature was so = its vietims’ chests and planting
gargantuan, it looked more like an scary dreams into their minds.
friendly or even useful. island than a living creature. The B In Norwegian and many

hafgufa had a clever method for luring other languages, the word
in prey: it would vomit into the sea to ferniotniars iterally
create a feeding frenzy of little fish. means ‘mara ride’.

SLEIPNIR
Shapeshifter Loki once took the form
of a mare and gave birth to an eight-
legged horse called Sleipnir, which he
» presented to 0din as a gift. The swiftest
& horse in all nine realms, Sleipnir could
Saliop not just on and but alzo in <G
the sea and sky.

DWNRVES V| PENRIR,

fie I 1 wolf, ro— B

. a flerce, colossal Wolf, was .

(o created the duarves out of the the eldest child of the glantess RNSRBODR HE

= iy et Angrboda. The gods tried to was known as the ‘mother of monsters’. L

i s control him, but he broke every She had three children with Loki: Angrboda’s youngest child,
y chain they bound him with. In * Fenrir, Jormungand and Hel. was the stuff of nightmares.

the end, they managed to bind
Fenrir with the silky ribbon
Gleipnir, made by dwarves out
of six ingredients.

7 0din sent this ghastly
/ creature to rule over the
dead. Because of her, the
PreeTeeIPane bt s
known as Hel. Her face and
body (down to her hips) are
pink, but below that she
looks decayed and purplish.

" PRRGONS

Norsa dragons or ‘wyrms' came
inall shapes and sizes. Some _‘_/
breathed fire, others spewed o
poison. Some could fly,
others slithered on =
their bellies.

In the earliest Norse
myths, the elves lived in
a realm called Alfheim
and kept to themselves.
In later folklore, they
were mischievous, invisible
creatures who loved
playing tricks on humans.

JORMINSGRND

was a serpent that was
thrown into the sea by
0din. 1t grew so enormous
that it wrapped itself all
the way around Midgard
until it bit its own tail.




As a punishment, Thor demanded
that Thialfi and Roskva accompany
him as his servants.

One bright summer morning, While Thor was harnessing his battle goats Snarler and Grinder to his chariot,
Thor leapt out of bed and

his brother Loki turned up, asking to join the hunt. Thor and Loki left the goats behind, bringing along Thialfi Upon arriving on the shore of Utgard, the travellers
seized his mighty hammer.

and Roskva instead, and set sail in a boat across the great continued their journey on foot - up the stony beach,
It was giant-hunting 7 N ocean that separates Midgard from Utgard. across a freezing plain and into a gloomy forest.
season! VAN . 11/

200med across the Bifrost bridge to Midgard, farmer, his wife, their son Thialfi and their daughter Roskva. The farmer invited the

By nightfall they reached a clearing in the
the world of humans. gods to join them for a bowl of vegetable stew.

middle of the forest and looked around for
somewhere to rest for the night.

Thor and Loki held on tight as the golden chariot I At sunset, the brothers came to a farm, where they were welcomed nervously by @

Tomorvow, we
hunt GIANTS/

They came across

The next morning, Thor went outside and
raised his halmer-over the goat bones.
Suddenly, the bones began to reassemble
themselves!




At midnight, Thor and Loki were woken by a deafening rumble. / They walked all day, and at last they The Great Hall inside the castle was an
Quick, you three
Tnto the side

arrived at a magnificent fortress.

had an e

Giant HA, Be
polite in there,
K2

the giant's mighty snores!

Thor went outside and saw a colossal giant lying in the clearing, fast Thor took a long run-up. He raised
asleep. What they had felt and heard was not an earthquake - it was

mighty Mjollnir high in the ai

impressive sight. That night, the giants

You've arvived
st in time for the talent
Show. So what are your
special skils?

nt planned...

You can be my first
slay of the day!

The travellers gaped at each other, realising that they
were each going to have to choose  talent. Cunning Loki
eyed the giants' dining table, which groaned under the
weight of chopped meat.

Well,
Tim the
fostest

eater imall

of the nine

What was
that? A
feather?

Tin that cose, you'll nave
o problem beating my cook
Logh in an eating Contest.

Loki started at one end of the table and Logi started at the other. They chomped
and chewed and munched and crunched, devouring the feast before them.

Loki had eaten all of the meat on his half of the d
table and had left the bones. But Logi the Glant had pwhe
eaten all the bones as well. y before the giants.

Next it was Thialfl's turn to share
his talent. Knees trembling, he stood

The giant sat up...

Thor could not understand it. Mjolinir had never failed him before.

Did an acom
all on my
head?

He summoned all of his energy and rage for one last strike.

staring ahead at the finish line.

o tuiig from o
bronch just drop
onme?

As the sun rose, the giant
noticed Thor for the first time.

Hello, T'm Skrymi.

Who are you? And

why are Jou in my
glove?

Thor's giant-slaying had got off to a bad start, but
it could only get better. He asked Skrymir where the
other giants lived, and Skrymir agreed to show him.

You don't need the
umbrel.. We con see
you just fine.
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The whole assembly went outside and the Giant King marked out a
The runners kne! t to each other on the frosty grass,

Really? Then
youtwill leave our
fastest runner
Hugi heve in the

Tm Thiolfi,
and Tm the fastest
unner in all of the
vine realms.

The runners flew along the course like greased lightning. Hugi was
hot on Thialfi's heels.




The giant lengthened his stride and overtook The Giant King turned to Thor.
the struggling teenager. Hugi won the race
with time enough to turn and welcome Thialfi { o The Giant King explained that not everything had been as it seemed. Talent Night
at the finish line. \ i, dsbeni Lot O\ | had been an elaborate trick to teach Thor and his friends a lesson...

me quess... throwing
vou ook L \ “the hammer?
your time!

Trialfi was fast, but
Hugi was Thought. tself
disquised as a giant.
Nothing is faste than
the speed of thought.

Back inside the castle, the king's cup-bearer Thor drank, but each gulp seemed to him like @
brought Thor an enormous horn. vast tide of liquid. He quickly ran out of breath
and had to give up.

Loki was o, fast eater,
but my cook Logi was Wikdfire
n disquise, Widfire burns up

everything in s path,

We giants con empty the
whole horn in one qulp.

The Giant King laughed and suggested that Thor
try something else. He pointed to a cat which the
younger giants lifted to test their strength.

The end of the drinking
horn was in the sea, When

you get back o the beach, / : 5
Joul see how or-the tide N N ONN‘\

hass gone out after your
aleighty quips.
Mr Pusskins wos actually
Tormungand, the magicol
serpent. I'm impressed
that you managed 4o ift
even one pow.

Each time you it me with
YoUr hammer in the forest,
1 cushioned the blow with an
entire mountain to protect
mgsel, Tust look what you
did to them!

Auntie Elli floored Thor with
her wrestling moves.

The king called forth his nanny,
Auntie Elli. Thor couldn't believe
his eyes when he saw an old woman
hobble towards him.

Auntie Ell is Old Age.
No one can defeat the
fassing of time, Thor,

ot even you!

that's it/ T
wrestle one of

Since that day, Thor and Loki have been very
careful to stay the right side of the Utgard Sea.

Talent Night was over. Everyone feasted and fell
asleep. In the morning, Thor was still miserable
from last night's humiliation.

Ilers left the castle and headed for Midgard. As they made their
he Giant King caught up with them.

Dorit be oo downhearted 1
about Talent Night, Thor. T confess, A Peace at lost...
T used o teeny bit of magic.

Surprise! Noy, off
4o Asgard with you,
and no more talk of
gant-bashing!
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PDERTH RND  THE RBTERLIFE

Vikings did not fear death.

Inside Valhalla, the spirits of

Ruled by Odin, Valhalla Chall

They believed in living life to the full and then dying 7 thafalier) Chere Rt slar mr-:::;;mh(m-“..:s ":
‘einherj ate mea’ irani
a glorious death in battle. A Viking warrior could rest assured that Asparc: e oot andiNglzuete mead and practised juggling
golden shields, with spears
. . = " ey 2 d play-fighting!
he or she would enjoy a glorious afterlife - eating, drinking and battle- for raftars and chainmall for e FaRshEnS

bench coverings.

training in the halls of the gods. Meanwhile, the stories of his or her
brave deeds would be remembered and retold by the living.

Warriors who did
not reach Valhalla
were welcomed by

the goddess Freya to
Folkvang, her field for
the fallen, where they
would feast and fight
for eternity.

The Viking ship was essential to the
life of a Viking and it was equally
important in death. The same ship
that had carried them across the

open sea would also carry them
into the afterlife.

A wooden post on top of
a funeral mound showed
the name of the person
who was buried there.

The tree Glasir
stood in front of
the doors of Valhalla.

The Valkyries served Odin, stalking the battlefields
of Midgard. The Vikings believed that warriors who
fought especially bravely would be carried up to
Valhalla by the powerful Valkyries. They
protected their favourite humans
and brought disaster on those

they disliked.

“Poor people
had humble
funeral ships - or
just an outline made
with stones.

L8

Usually, the funeral ship was set on fire, to
speed up the dead person's passage to the
afterlife. But it was not cast adrift on the

water. Instead, after burning, it was buried
= under a mound of earth and stones.

poized afterlife. 1f
@ person was especially mean or
nasty, their spirit would hang
around in its swollen, decaying
body. These frightful creatures
were known as draugs.

The body was placed on a funeral pyre in the middle of the

boat, dressed in a set of newly made clothes and surrounded
by grave goods. These were the possessions that the person

The highway to Hel was long and

S might need in the afterlife, including food and drink, S difficult. Vikings loved telling stories
Jjewellery, tools, armour and weapons. Viking chieftains had about humans or gods travelling this
‘the mo by piles. ure. 2 road to retrieve a soul from Hel.

=
2 Norse people saw Hel as a cold and gloomy
= place, but certainly not a place of suffering or ThaWarden
punishment. Remember, this was where the great Modgud's name
god Balder went when he died. People in Hel spent. means “furious
- (% 53 their time in a similar way to those in Valhalla: battler.
i Senertis eating, drinking, sleeping and fighting!
astrange mixture of
sadness and celebration. N
= Fanilies feasted and
drank delicious mead.
Songs were sung and epic
Poems were recited. -~



SIGURD AIND ERENIR
THE DRRGON

The youngest, Fafnir, did not
have a job - unless evildoing
counts as a job.

Otter was a fisherman. He took
the form of an otter by day
and human by night.

A powerful magician called The eldest, Regin, was a
Hreidmar lived in Midgard swordsmith. He spent his days
with his three sons: Fafnir, forging swords out of iron,
Otter and Regin. silver or gold.

The three gods ate their meat and
fish and watched the sun go down.

When 0din and Honir woke from their
nap, they saw that Loki had been busy.

One winter's day, Odin, Loki and Honir
crossed the Bifrost bridge and went

exploring in Midgard. After an exhausting
walk, they reached a thunderous waterfall

and decided to have a well-deserved rest.
Time for

another nag,
methinks!

Otterly
delicious!

The gods begged for mercy. They had no idea that
Otter was a shapeshifter. They promised to pay
whatever Hreidmar asked.

When the gods awoke, they found themselves tied hand
and foot with ropes and fiendish knots. Three angry
men were standing over them, holding an otter skin.

g0ld to fil Otter's
skim and also to cover
it completely

Honir was wrong. Loki did return,

Loki volunteered to fetch the gold. Hreidmar let him go
carrying an enormous sack.

but he kept Odin and Honir as hostages.

That's that,
then. Well never
see vim again

The magician watched with greedy eyes
as Loki filled the otter's skin with gold
and covered it over on top.

Loki gave the ring to Hreidmar, who
placed it over the otter's whisker.

A rumble of thunder sounded in the
distance. 0din and Honir shivered.

There was only one piece of gold
left - a shiny ring engraved with
weird symbols.

There's still

What o lovely
pile of gold.

As the gods crossed the Bifrost bridge back into Asgard,
Odin asked Loki about the mysterious ring. Lokl told them
about his visit to the super-rich dwarf Andvari.

But os he bagged his
treasures, he began

o softly Sing in horvid

Andvaranaut wil
be your name and.
evergwhere you go,
you'l bring your owner
hardship and calomity

and woe,

verse o, horvid curse
upon that horeid ring.

T went to the lair of Andvari

with a net from the sea gods of old,
T cought Andvari neatly

and demanded all his gold.

>
0din and Honir gasped. As the owner of
the enchanted ring, Hreidmar was now

under a terrible curse.

Back at the waterfall, Fafnir gazed at the barrow of gold, feverish with greed and
envy. He wanted the treasure all to himself, so he lifted his sword and lopped off
Hreidmar's head. The cursed ring had begun to work its terrible magic.

Tl take this
reasure, thank
you very much,

Poor old Hreidmar. His
days are numbered,
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Fafnir hoarded his gold in a secret place and guarded
it jealously. As the years passed, the evil in his heart
corrupted his whole body.

Fafnir was deformed into a monstrous dragon called
@ wyrm. He lived on Gnita Heath and
Midgard. Everyone was afraid of him.

BONNIER

Regin wanted nothing more than to kill Fafnir
and take the gold for himself. The problem was,
it would take the Greatest Hero of All Time to
slay such @ mighty dragon.

Regin travelled to the court of King Alf
and got a job as tutor to young Sigurd.
He planne. sson very carefully.

One afternoon, Sigurd thrust his sword so hard that it splintered into pieces. Regin forged

Every school day ended with an hour of
for him a proper iron sword, but the young prince shattered that one, too - and the next!

sword-fighting practice. Sigurd used a
wooden sword to learn the basics.

Sigurd's mother gave Regin the pieces of a sword which had
belonged to her first husband. The old swordsmith used the pieces
to forge a glorious new sword called Gram.

Sigurd tried Gram out, with very impressive results.

One day, Regin was in the marketplace when he
overheard someone talking about a young prince
called Sigurd.

Early in the morning, Sigurd rode to Gnita
Heath and calculated the dragon's route to
and from the lake below.

Regin explained to Sigurd he would have to be very careful. One breath of fire
from Fafnir's mouth would burn the young prince to a crisp, and one flick of that
mighty tail would swat him like @ bug.

Flattened
flants...

dragon droppins

tervified bu

aAMNIER
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The young prince dug a hole His knees trembled and his Along came wicked Fafnir, heading down to the lake to drink. As the Sigurd roasted the dragon's heart for Regin. Sigurd realised with horror that his teacher had
and lay in wait. knuckles were white on the hilt wyrm slithered over the hole, Sigurd looked up and saw its unprotected After a few minutes, the hoy tasted a tiny been planning to betray him all this time. Crafty
of his sword. Belly Ll orié:expls e movanehE, the teénager thruet Sram Upwatde bit himself, just to see if it was ready. What old Regin did not care about his pupil becoming
with all his strength. happened next blew his socks off. He could the Greatest Hero of All Time. Regin had nothing
suddenly hear the birds above his head on his mind but riches and revenge.

talking to each other!
By

Are you ckay,
Peince Siqurd?
You look o bit...

Sigurd ate the heart himself, then rode up to the Sigurd grabbed all the gold he could. When he was sure he could not carry
dragon's lair. He stopped, spellbound. Even in the He crammed both saddlebags and all his any more gold, Sigurd left the cave and
throne room of King Alf, he had never seen half galloped off in search of more adventures.
as much gold as this!

see that?
He took the
cursed ving!

AN 1\

01 Regln was hidig biehind a Nieatby biish, watohing the dragon's death throas. When the dust settied, Regin shook his pupis hand Sigurd did indeed become the Greatest Hero of All But even the Greatest Hero of All Time could not And what of Loki, who had
Its thrashing tall felled mighty oaks and caused the ground to quake. et Sl i L Time, and he married a very beautiful and muscly escape the curse of the ring. Sigurd fell prey also touched the ring? Did
woman called Brunhild. to Andvarl's curse, just like Fafnir and Hreidmar being a god protect him from
before him. the curse? We'll see...

T wont to

3 'y
eat i, see? W ;:'3' ouRD, Steep wel,
SN iy
Typical Fochnir:

i That sounds like =)
PAlways showing off, perfectly normal g
behaviour.
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4IINNAR HRMUINDARSON

Gunnar was an athletic warrior, famous for his
accurate throwing, powerful swimming and incre dible
jumping. He could hit a man on the forehead with
a stone from twenty paces away and could jump
his own height even when wearing armour. While

Erik the Red was sailing west, Gunnar headed
east to invade and conquer new lands.

" RAMOUS VIKINGS £ o

/4 <

.
The word ‘Viking' comes from an old Norse word R o~ _
’ for a long-distance sea journey in which rowers 4 o

took shifts at the oars. Norse people loved travel o
a4
TME,
RITISH
r§? B|$|.ES /
= !
|

and exploration, which they saw as a way to
L

accumulate wealth and power.

ERIK THE RED ) /

With flaming red hair and a fiery / v
temper, Erik had  habit of getting /

into bloody disputes with his 5

neighbours. He was kicked out of W

FRANKIA

Norway and sailed to lceland, but /
Erik's temper kept getting the better o L/

of him. He once killed three people 0

in a fight about a plank of wood!

No longer welcome in lceland, Erik VINLAND

continued westwards and discovered
a desolate, snowy land. He named
it Greenland because he thought
this pleasant name would encourage
other people to join him there.

Ninth-century Europe was a cluster
of weak little territories, rather
than large empires, and this
provided the perfect conditions
for Vikings to invade and conquer.
It was not just about looting and
ieaving, though. Many Vikings
remained in the countries they
invaded and lived peacefully
alongside the natives.

LEIF ERIKSON

Leif was one of Erik the Red's
three sons. Calmer than his
father, he preferred exploration
to combat. One day, his ship
was blown off course towards
a mysterious land of wild
grapevines and magnificent oak
trees. When Leif stepped ashore,
he become the first European
to set foot in North America
- five hundred years before
Christopher Columbus!

IVRR THE BONELESS

Ivar's father Ragnar Lothbrook was killed after being thrown into
a pit of poisonous snakes by an English king called AElla. Ivar took
revenge by invading England with a huge army and inflicting a slow and
painful death on King AElla. Ivar was the leader of the Berserkers,
Viking warriors who fought in a trance-like fury (hence the English
word ‘berserk). Ivar's nickname, Boneless, was due to his amazing
agility and flexibility in battle, dodging and striking like a snake.

FREYDIS
ERIKSPOTTER ROLLO

Freydis, daughter of Erik the
Red, was every bit as fierce and
reckless as her father. In one

INGVRR THE
FRR-TRRVELLED

This adventurous Swedish
prince travelled all the way
to Asia, in search of gold
and adventure. Viking stories
and songs claim that Ingvar

Rollo was a giant of a man,
standing 2 metres tall and
weighing 140 kilograms. He

battle in Vinland, the Viking was born in Norway but was
warriors panicked and fled, but Bast knawen #r his daring

Freydis stood her ground and raids in France. These raids
: iled a thousand miles al
HRRRLD HARDRADA Rigic
sword against her bare chest. 4
s vaniitatia  for Braveiy M toimake Bollo e first ditke The Norse word Hardrada means ‘stern ruler’ and Harald fought dragons, serpents
i ore shame R RIGRE of Normandy. Dis to hic was certainly that. He is best known for his 1066 invasion and hostile tribes, and that
haw fenehe wian Thtoa g7sat clae, i horee Yar of England with 250 longboats and ten thousand men. he died in battle at the age
CWRyer, whan ke fism Dito & strong enough to carry him,
Tabe and millod fiee na e R Sl Harald fought in a frenzy, wearing no armour and of 25. Out of the 26 ships
women With an axe. e swinging his sword in both hands. He is often referred in Ingvar's expedition,

to as the last real Viking, and his death at the Battle of
Stamford Bridge was the end of the Viking Age.

3 SrampemmEn e % D

O et = g

— ,'~— L 977 R e
— . 45

only one returned.




When every substance under heaven ha
decided that it would be
lobbed an apple at him...

Testing Balder's protection was fun. Round things bounced
off him. Sharp things veered away from him. Snakes
refused to bite.

Bolder is as safe as a
bubble-wrapped turtle
m o bonk voult!

Balder was the son of 0din and Frigg. He was the faires
the gods and he spread light and joy wherev n

Loki shapeshifted into an old woman. He went to Frigg’s
hall and sidled up to her.

But one morning, Balder came A The council of the gods held an urgent
down to breakfast trembling. < meeting. They made a list of all the things in
He'd had a nightmare about A all nine realms that might do harm to Balder.
his own death.

The old woman told Frigg that some poor soul was being stoned Loki hurried to the oak tree and found the mistletoe. He chose
in 0din's hall. Frigg replied that it was nothing to worry about. the biggest sprig, stripped it bare and sharpened the tip.
Everything in nature had taken an oath not to harm Balder.

fre sure that.
EVERYTHING in nature  JATN
has taken the oath?
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The only god not at 0d. He was still galloping er n ht galloping, Hermod reached the bridge

towards Hel, through gloomy ain passes and pitch-black valleys. entry blocked his path.

Hermod, Odin's son, was strong of arm and fleet of foot. He leapt onto
Sleipnir's back and galloped off across the Bifrost bridge.

This high quality PDF previ



Hermod entered the halls of
Hel and was welcomed by the

No tharks, Tm
ot stagng.

High on a throne at the far end of
the hall sat Balder. ermod ran to
greet him.

Hel offered a solution. If everything in creation wept for
Balder, she would let him return to the land of the living.
Hermod had no choice but to accept, and he rode back to
Asgard to share the news.

A sudden draught swept through the
room, and in stalked Hel herself.

land of the living, but Hel refus

as popular as Hermod claimed.

Hermod asked Hel to release Balder back to the
. Balder had
already settled in, and besides, maybe he wasn't

The gods sent messengers to all nine realms. Everything that had
sworn to protect Balder must now weep for him. Birds wept. Bees
wept. Every kind of tree Wept.

He alwoys fked
my teets,

Even the rocks and stones wept. In fact, everything
in ALL CREATION wept...

T miss Bolder.

T never met im,
but Tm sure T
would have loved

50

—.except for one. The giantess

Thokk sat dry-eyed in her cave. Balder

Schmolder,
T vever iked
the quy.

The messengers left Thokk's cave with heavy
hearts, knowing that Balder must now stay
dead forever. As soon as they were out of

sight, Loki shifted back to his true form.

The gods soon realised that Thokk was really Loki.
They decided that his bad behaviour had gone on
long enough.

But Loki was wrong. 0din sees
everything that happens in
the nine realms.

The gods made a vast net and
dragged it across the pool from
one side to the other.

The gods took away Loki's
shapeshifting powers and
imprisoned him in a cave.

there il the

End of Time, and
think about what

And so to this day, Loki
lives in that cave, sitting,
waiting... and plotting.

Loki fled to the coast of Midgard,
shapeshifted into a salmon and dived into
the plunge pool of a waterfall. Deep in the
churning waters, he imagined himself safe
from the wrath of Odin.

T just el
here for o
while,

Coming whether
veadyor not!
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HOW THE NORSE
MYTHS CRME 1O IS

Because Scandinavia is so far north,
the sun sets early and rises late. During
those long, cold winter evenings, Norse
families would huddle around the fire
and tell each other stories about the

epic adventures of ancient gods and
people. Even though the myths were not
written down until many centuries later,
they were successfully transmitted from
each generation of Vikings to the next.

There were no schoois for

Viking children toa ttand.
This was an oral culture, and
storytelling was the main way
for ancient knowledge and
beliefs to be passed along.
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Many other Icelandic writers followed in Snorri's footsteps. The
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Three heavenly cockerels will
sill kambi will w

will wake

You have already heard how the
world began with fire and ic

COMING SOON
TO A CINEMA
NEAR YOU!




As 0din drinks from the well of wisdom, he will see how

the End must come. All gods, giants and monsters must EEEEEW,

assemble on Vigrid Plain for one last battle. THAT'S GROSS/

DADDY, T WANT
GET OFF/

her straight at Thor,

s Thor will raise his trusty hammer, let it fly
ewing deadly venom from his mouth

and crush the serpent’s skull.

befor

Surt the Giant will step forward with his blazing
beard and flaming sword. He and Freyr will duel
fong and hard...

Fenrir, Jormungand,
Loki and Hel will be
accompanied by a horrid  Q
horde of giants and zombies.

0din and the gods, — & 5 . Y

arrayed in shining - = 3 e -

\ : \ , p pontNiTy
Simsariaa vy ahe : y (&)
warriors of Valhalla,

Having put an end
to dear old Freyr, Surt
will put an end to everything
else by ravaging the nine reaims
with fire. The last remaining gods and
monsters will fight to their deaths
beneath a fiery sky.

Fenrir will rear up, gnashing his fearsome Fenrir will seize Odin in his
teeth. Odin will thrust bright Gungnir high swallow him whole.
into the air and spur his steed towards

the hellish wolf.

Garm the grisly hound of
Hel will wrestle one-armed
Tyr, and each will kill the

other dead.

/)
|
/

magic Wolf Stomper™
sandal, Fenrir will fall dead.

Mighty Thor will stumble backwards, drenched in
serpent venom. Nine staggering steps he'll take

the poison finishes its evil work and stops
Thor's valiant heart.

Farewel, Miolini,
old friend, T¢'s
been reo.

Poor Freyr. This is
one fight he will
not win.

b

BoNN

Cunning Loki and faithful
Heimdall will duel - and
both will fall.




When Sol and Mani, the sun and the moon, but their pursuer:

glimpse the terrible destruction below, they will not be so easily distra

will stand stock still and stare.

As s00n as the sky wolves The earth will sink into the sea and the
have gobbled down their end of the End will be nigh.
darkness will reign

Look, nothing exists any 1 don't even know why
more, okay? you're still here.

ZILCH

Hope? That's weird. I didn't mean hope. There is no hope.
In reality, all we're getting is a bazillion more years of -
WAIT, hang on...

The daughter of the sun will suddenly rise and the earth will bob up from
the sea like an apple from a bucket, all green and shiny! Yagdrasil will
unfurt its mighty branches and eagles will nest among its leaves!

The End.

There will even be gods... a younger, fitter generation
than before! How they survived Surt's fire is

Okay, this is getting silly. You want to read about
azillion years of nothingness? Fine, have it your
way. There will be a zillion years of nothingness,
and then a zillion more. Emptiness, darkness,
blankness and silence will continue on and on
and on, till all that's left is hope.

The gods will wander through the long grass,
sometimes stumbling on relics from a bygone age.

Two sleepy yawns will sound from deep
within Yggdrasil, and out of its hollow
two humans will emerge.

And who's this retus
the world of the dead?

Lif and Lifthrasir will have children and
grandchildren, and life will begin anew.




bl

Norse people believed that
the centre of the universe

A MYTHIC MAP OF
was a lofty ash tree called f"q“—: —
Yggdrasil. In and around this '

tree were the ‘nine realms’. -
Two of these realms, Asgard
and Midgard, were connected
to each other by a flaming
bridge called Bifrost.

The realms shown here are all
mentioned in the Norse myths.
Each realm is connected to
others by mysterious and
changeable portals - dark
roads, wild seas, tunnels,
rivers and mountain
passes. Sometimes
a realm can only

be reached by
borrowing Freya's
falcon skin and
flying there!

RLFHEIM

Alfheim is home to the light
elves, who are said to be ‘fairer
than the sun’. These mysterious
creatures hardly ever travel
cutside of their realm.

RSGRRD

Asgard is the home of the gods, a golden
fortress surrounded by a high wall and
guarded by the ever-watchful Heimdal
At the centre of Asgard is 0din's High
Seat, from which he can see into
all of the other realms.

MUSPELLHEIM

This land of fire and lava is ruled by
Surt, a terrible giant with a blazing
beard and flaming sword.

NIFLHEIM

This land of ice, snow and fog existed long before the
©  creation of Asgard and Midgard. It is home to the fierce
dragon Nidhogg, which gnaws Yggdrasil's roots.

[ MIPGRRD

\ Midgard or ‘Middle Earth' is where
women, men and children live. Its
flelds, forests and mountains were
made out of Ymir the Glant's body,

and it is surrounded by a vast ocean,

where the Midgard Serpent lurks.

JOTHUNHEIM

= — = Across the sea lies a mountainous land called
This realm was the original home of Freyr ~—= - Jotunheim, home to Thrym, Thiazi, Skrymir and @ host
and his sister Freya, before they moved of other fearsome giants. Thor used to come here on
to Asgard. We know very little about this his giant-bashing trips.
realm, because it is only mentioned once

ﬁ& in all of Norse mythology.
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river Gjoll,

with its hall Eljudnir, dwelling plac

a million dead souls and their ghoulish,
decomposing mistress.

2

NIDAVELLIR

The 01d Norse word Nidavellir means ‘dark
places". These are the maze unnels
and grottos of Andvari
Brokk and other dwarves.
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