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T S e G T 0RO
MEET THE $OD$

Nam quist, odi idellab ipiciis dipiducilici oditiat
invent qui nis mincidestrum con porum fugia sit
aligend ignatium del et litatis nate et inum as
por adi ommollentio cus expelit ionsequam, ut
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‘ N Freyr s the god of fertility and Beautiful Freya is the goddess of
5) growth. He is the one to thank battle. She rides in a chariot pulled
TR for plentiful harvests and healthy by 2ate ans owne @ falionshin Gt
21N childrend enables her to fly.
\
IS ” %
Q)
) &)
7R W2
X Tyr is the brave but reckless
) g0d of war. His hand was
I bitten off by a monstrous \
N wolf called Fenrir. r’ ,Obr
5) Strong, loveable and a teeny bit dim, Thor [
i} { rides in a chariot pulled by two goats,
2\ Snarler and Grinder. He uses his incredible
N strength to protect Asgard from giants
) — and monsters.
4 INS 0din ‘Allfather’ created humans and also

many of the gods. The ravens on his
shoulders are called Huginn (Thought)
and Muninn (Memory). Arrogant and
often cruel, 0din is a god to be feared
above all others.

Honir loves odin
and Loki on their adventures.
He is very indecisive, though,
and he will usually answer with
a vague grunt!

HEIMDALL

Heimdall, watchman of the gods, guards
the Bifrost bridge day and night. His

eyes and ears are so sharp, he can spot
grasshoppers on the distant horizon and
hear the wool growing on a sheep!

Balder's blind brother Hod is kind
but gullible. His gullibility leads
to the worst disaster imaginable.

Thor's wife Sif is famous for her long,
silky blonde hair. Of all the gods and

N : -
\ goddesses in Asgard, she s by far
=) Forsmost ofilljths gaddasies, / the vainest. Her son Uil is a fantastic
T Frigg is the wife of Odin and the e e
{ \\ mother of Balder and Hod. She P -
can see into other realms and

Idun is a cheerful, carefree
goddess, whose apples contain the
secret to eternal youth. Whenever a
g0d begins to grow old, one bite will
make them young again.

even tell the future.

With his handsome face, wise
speech and generous character,
Balder is the best of all the
gods. In fact, his goodness
makes him literally glow.

Mischievous trickster Loki is

always getting himself and others
into trouble. He uses powerful
shapeshifting magic to turn himself
into a fly, a fish or even a giant.
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ined to the sons of Ivaldi that they would be The bellows puffed. The hammer clanged. The magic spinning wheel span,
Fichly rewarded by the gods if they could craft for Sif a weaving together a golden mane.
skein of silky, golden hair.

of o a gadfly
her long, blonde hair. It draped around her nd buzzed into Sif’s bedroom through the keyhole. Then he changed back
shoulders like a curtain of finely spun gold. P nto his usual form, drew a glinting dagger and sliced off all Sif's hair.

With the extra goold, the dwarves made a ship called Skidbladnir Loki thanked the sons of lvaldi, and left With the three treasures. On
nd a spear named Gungnir for Odin. his way up to the world of men, he passed another workshop and heard
two other dwarven goldsmiths squabbling.

In the morning, Sif was inconsolable. As for Thor, Loki soon came to regret his
he immediately knew who the culprit must be. prank, and vowed to repair the
age e.

r to get more gifts for the gods, but he also
is head. As Brokk and Eitri got to work,
and, using the very
tall, Loki secretly attacked the dwarves.

3= 1'.\3‘\\1/:0@ l ¢
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Upon Loki's return to Asgard, all of the
g0ds gathered in the assembly hall to

receive their special dwarven gifts. Loki
smirked, thinking of the trick he played

An excited murmur ran around the hall as Loki distributed the gifts from the
sons of lvaldi. There was new hair for Sif, a ship for Freyr and a spear for Odin.

From then on, the dwarves' golden gifts made Asgard a

Soon, it was Brokk and Eitri's turn to be the gift-givers.

on Brokk and Eitri.

Just whot
Tabiags
wonted!

First, Freyr received the golden boar
Gullinbursti. The boar was faster than a
horse and he glowed in the dark.

Next, Odin was given the golden arm-ring
Draupnir. It would multiply eightfold every
nine days!

Finally, Brokk gave Thor the golden hammer
Mjolinir. No matter how far Thor threw it, the
hammer would always return to his hand!

Yag! T've ahways
wanted o, glow-in-
the-dark boar!

safer place to live. With Thor's hammer, any frost giant
would have to be very brave - or very stupid - to venture
across the Bifrost bridge.

Fee, Fye, Foe,
Un-on/

distraught. Thor's missing hammer.

So when the hammer went missing one day, Thor was [Lm Volunteered to go and search for

Tlost my
hammev!

Fregols falcon
skin.

Wou! Milir veally
puts the BOOM in
BOOMERANG!

A

Loki swooped down and landed

Loki flew across the Utgard Sea, all the way o)

to Jotunheim. Looking down, he saw a giant

filling in a freshly dug hole.

The gods were grateful for the gifts from the
sons of Ivaldi, but they were THRILLED with
the gifts Brokk and Eitri. They proclaimed the
brothers the winners of the Greatest Golden
Gifts rosette.

Brokk and Eitri revealed to
the gods that a gadfly had
attacked them while they
were making the gifts.

Tt was as ¥ that pesky fly
wanted 4o spoil our work. Good
ok we dwarves are made of such
strong stuff!

3
&
If I had a hammer
Td hammer in the morning
Td hammer in the evening
% o Allover this land
e 0

What's in the
hole, Thrym?

Eitri's triumphant smile twisted into a
menacing grin as he turned to face Loki.

Head's up/
You can't fly
away this time,
Lokil

As for the trickster, Loki
cursed his own rashness for
ever agreeing to a bet.

Tve got to g0
test drive o
gowrin-the-

dark-boar!

Thrym's lies did not last long. The

Allvight, fine, T

DID steal the hammer

and T DID bury it at
‘the bottom of

this deep hole,
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Loki flew home to Asgard with
the news. Freya, as expected,
was not best pleased.

Tim ot marrying some
stinking frost. giont!

You have no choice,
The safety of Asgard

Thrym and his servants prepared a lavish wedding. As soon
as everything was ready, the rattle of chariot wheels
reached Thrym's ears.

s

Thrym sat with his bride at the head of the table, and watched her eat.
She wolfed down eight large salmon for starters and an entire ox for main
course. Then she grabbed every single dessert from the table and crammed

them Lnto her mouth.
\ \
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Woah! Why is
she 50 hungry?

Loki explained to Thrym that Freya had been
fasting for the last eight days because she was
50 excited about the wedding.

Then, Thrym took a peek under his
bride's veil.

wink for the

Now it was time for the
wedding ceremony. Thrym
called for Mjolinir to be
brought in to bless the

happy union and the hammer
was placed on the lap of
Thrym's new bride.

Id you
0509 few
5, my dear?

Throwing off the veil and
taking up his hammer, Thor
gave Thrym a big surprise
for his wedding day!

Loki explained that Freya had not slept a
last eight nights.

Why are her eyes
fike blazing coals?

Since that day, the giants have
stayed well away from Asgard -
and Thor always finds his hammer
exactly where he left it.

=

N

26

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 26 September 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for uj

-date previews and information.



One bright summer morning,
Thor leapt out of bed

and picked up his mighty
hammer. It was giant
hunting season!

Thor and Loki held on tight as the golden chariot

200med across the Bifrost bridge to Midgard,
the world of men.

THOR RIID
THE <IRNTS

While Thor was harnessing his battle goats Snarler and Grinder to his chariot,
his brother Loki turned up, asking to join the hunt.

At sunset, the brothers came to a farm, where they were welcomed nervously by a
farmer, his wife, their son Thialfi and their daughter Roskva. The farmer invited the
gods to join them for a bowl of vegetable stew.

Thialfi shakily raised his hand

il

Thor and Loki left the goats behind, bringing along Thialfi
and Roskva instead, and set sail in a boat across the great
ocean that separates Midgard from Utgard.

T TITTE
it

him as his servants.

Upon arriving on the shore of Utgard, the travellers
continued their journey on foot - up the stony beach,
across a freezing plain and into a gloomy forest.

\
L

By nightfall they reached a clearing in the
middle of the forest and looked around for
somewhere to rest for the night.

Tomorvow, we
hunt GIANTS/




At midnight, Thor and Loki were woken by a deafening rumble.

They walked all day, and at last they
Quick ... into the arrived at a magnificent fortress.

side-chamber!

going on?

There it is.

Giant HA, Be

polite in there,
oxz

Thor went outside and saw a colossal giant lying in the clearing, fast
asleep. What they had felt and heard was not an earthquake; it was the
giant’s mighty snores!

Thor took a long run-up. He raised
mighty Mjollnir high in the air...

You can be my First
slayg of the dag!

The Great Hall inside the castle was an
impressive sight. That night, the giants

had an event planned... Youve arvived just in time

For the talent show. So what
are your special skils?

The travellers gaped at each other realising that

eyed the giants' dining table, which groaned unde:
weight of chopped meat.

The giant stirred ...

~ then rolled over and went back to sleep.

What was / /,

that? A
Featner?

Tn that case, y
problem beting my ook Logi
in in eating contest.

youlll nave no.

Were each going to have to choose a talent. Cunning Loki

they Loki started at one end of the table and Logi started at the other. They chomped

and chewed and munched and crunched, devouring the feast before them.

T the

Loki had eaten all of the meat on his half of the
table and had left the bones. But Logi the giant
eaten all the bones as well.

Next it was Thialf's turn to share
his talent. Knees trembling, he stood
before the giants.

had

Tt looks fike T lost.
this one, quys.

The glant sat up ..

Did an acom
all on my
head?

Thor could not understand it. Mjollnir had never failed him before.
He summoned all of his energy and rage for one last strike.

Really? Then you
willeoye our
fostest vunner

Tm Thalf,
and Tim the fastest
vunner in oll of the
vine vealms.

The whole assembly went outside and the Giant king
staring ahead at the finish lin

o tuiig from o
branch just drop

As the sun rose, the giant
noticed Thor for the first time.

Hello, Tim Skrymir,

Who are you? And

why are Jou in my
glove?

Thor's giant-slaying had got off to a bad start, but
it could only get better. He asked Skrymir where the
other giants lived, and Skrymir agreed to show him.

You don't need the
umbrel., We con see
you just fine.
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race course. The runners knelt next to each other on the frosty grass,

marked out —
ek 2 The runners flew along the course like greased lightning. Hugi was
hot on Thialfi's heels.

information.



The Giant King explained that not everything had been as it d. The talent

The giant lengthened his stride and o
night had been an elaborate trick to teach Thor and his friends a lesso

the struggling teenager. Hugi won thy
with time enough to turn and welcome Thialfi Vot
\ Your
at the finish line. : A LeeE
guess . throwing the
hammer?

= KIER

Thialfi was fast, but
Hug was Thought. iself
disguised as o giant.

faster than

ER>}CES

Back inside the castle, the king's cup-bearer Thor drank, but each gulp seemed to him like a
brought Thor an enormous horn. - vast tide of liquid. He quickly ran out of breath
and had to give up.

%

=(Q)=

We gionts can empty the
wihole horn in one quip.

The Giant king laughed and suggested that Thor

try something else. He pointed to a cat which the The end of the drinking

younger giants lifted to test their strength. > e/ hornwas in the sea. When
- - £ you get back to the beach,

Mr Pusskins was actually
Tormungard, the magical
serpent. Tm impre
that. you managed to lift
even one paw.

Since that day, Thor and Loki have been very
careful to stay the right side of the Utgard S

Talent night was over. Everyone feasted and fell
asleep. In the morning, Thor was still miserable
from last night's humiliation.
Don't be 400 downhearted | S % B
about Talent Night, Thor. T used o teeny Peace at lost...
kit of magic.

Whatt do you mean?
T D
Surprise! Now, off to
Asgard with you, and
o more takk of ‘Gant
basring!
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Balder was the son of 0din and Frigg. He was the fairest of all

the gods and he spread light and joy wherever he went.

But one morning, Balder came
down to breakfast trembling.
He'd had a nightmare about
his own death.

The council of the gods held an urgent
meeting. They made a list of all the things in
all nine reaims that might do harm to Balder.

When every substance under heaven had sworn the oath, Odin
decided that it would be wise to test Balder’s protection. Idun
lobbed a golden apple at him..and it bounced off harmlessly.

Testing Balder's protection was fun. Round things bounced
off him. Sharp things veered away from him. Snakes
refused to bite.

bubble-wrapped turtle
in o bawnk voult!

Loki was the only god not joining in with the merrymaking. He
watched from outside the hall, seething with hatred and contempt.

Loki shapeshifted into an old woman. He went to Frigg’s
hall and sidled up to her.

The old woman told Frigg that some poor soul was being stoned
in 0din's hall. Frigg replied that it was nothing to worry about.
Everything in nature had taken an oath not to harm Balder.

Yot

EVERYTHING in nature

Loki hurried to the oak tree and found the mistletoe. He chose
the biggest sprig, stripped it bare and sharpened the tip.

every plant, insect and rock. It took a while.

Frigg travelled the nine realms and asked everything in nature to swear an
oath promising not to harm Balder. She talked to every animal, every metal,
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The messengers left Thokk's cave with heavy
heart, owing that Balder must now stay
dead forever. As soon as they were out of
sight, the Shapeshifter shifted back to his
true form.

The gods soon realised that Thokk was really Loki.
They decided that his bad behaviour had gone on
long enough.

r[u

Loki fled to the coast of Midgard,
shapeshifted into a salmon and dived into
the plunge pool of a waterfall. Deep in the
churning waters, he imagined himself safe
from the wrath of 0din.

NAUGHTY" °
CHART

THOR. |
IDUN_ || \

LOKI 1y |
]

T just el
here for o
while,

Eighty-seven Thnewt
strikes and was o dead
he's out! cert.

High on a throne, at the far end
of the hall sat Balds
to greet him.

Hel offered a solution. If everything in creation wept for
Balder, she would let him return to the land of the living.
Hermod had no choice but to accept, and he gallopped

back to Asgard to share the news.

A sudden draught swept through the
room, and in stalked Hel herself.

But Loki was wrong. 0din sees
everything that happens in
the nine realms.

The gods made a vast net and
dragged it across the pool from
one side to the other.

Hermod asked Hel to release Balder back to the
land of the living, but Hel refused. Balder had
already settled in, and besides, maybe he wasn't
as popular as Hermod claimed.

Norsense!
Balder yas loved
by everything in all
creation!

The gods sent messengers to all nine realms. Everything that had sworn
to protect Balder must now weep for him. Birds wept. Bees wept. Every

kind of tree wept.

He olwoys fked
my teets,

Balder was the
bees knees!

And so to this day, Loki
lives in that cave, sitting
and waiting..and plotting.

The gods took away Loki's
shapeshifting powers and

1 miss Balder, imprisoned him in a cave.

End of Time, and
‘think about what

Even the rocks and stones wept. In fact, everything
in ALL CREATION wept...

. except for one. The giantess
Thokk sat dry-eyed in her cave.

you've done!

Bolder
Schmolder,
T vever ked
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The magician watched with greedy eyes
as Lok filled the otter's skin with gold

$IGURD hND FRENIR
THE PRRGON

More.

A powerful magician called  The eldest, Regin, was a © Otter was a fisherman. He took = :M w“_wbm. ‘Iamr. ‘d: :mt 1
Hreidmar lived in Midgard swordsmith. He spent his days the form of an otter by day ave a job - unless evildoing - - - - . -
with his three sons: Regin. forging swords it iot irond Lliver and human by night. counts as a job. N There was only one piece of gold Still Loki hesitated. Loki gave the ring to Hreidmar, who
GOttt and Fafnir N SPasia ’ Theres stl left - a shiny ring engraved with placed it over the otter's whisker.
N o whisker weird symbols. 1

A rumble of thunder sounded in the
S \ distance. Odin and Honir shivered.

g .-

showing!

S F R EEN

‘Are you sure What o lovely
ple of gold.

One winter's day, Odin, Loki and Honir When 0din and Honir woke from their The three gods ate their meat and
crossed the Bifrost bridge and went nap, they saw that Loki had been busy. fish and watched the sun go down.
exploring in Midgard. After an exhausting

walk, they reached a thunderous waterfall
and decided to have a wel erved rest. \)

As the gods crossed the Bifrost bridge back into
Asgard, 0din asked Loki about the mysterious ring.
Loki chuckled as he told his story.

“Andvaranaut wil
be your name and

everywhere you go,
youl bring your owrer |
hardship and calamity

and woe’

0din and Honir gasped. As the owner of
the enchanted ring, Hreidmar was now
under a terrible curse.

Tl find us

some dinne:

T went to the lair of
Andvari with a net from
the seq, qods of old,
T cought Anduari neatly
and demanded all s qold. BUT AS HE BAGGED
HIS TREASURES, HE
BEGAN TO SOFTLY SING
INHORRID VERSE A
HORRID CURSE UPON
THAT HORRTD RING,

another nag,
methinks!

When the gods awoke, they found themselves tied hand The gods beaged for mercy. They had no idea that
and foot with ropes and fiendish knots. Three angry Otter was a shapeshifter. They promised to pay
men were standing over them, holding an otter skin. whatever Hreidmar asked.

You ate our
brother!

T demand encuigh
gold 4o Fill this skin
and olso to cover
it completely.

Loki volunteered to fetch the gold. Hreidmar let him go
but he kept Odin and Honir as hostages.

Odin was wrong. Loki did return,
carrying an enormous sack.

Back at the waterfall, Fafnir gazed at the barrow of gold, feverish with greed and
envy. He wanted the treasure all to himself, so he lifted his sword and lopped off
Hreidmar's head. The cursed ring had begun to work its terrible magic.

Tl toke tnis,

/A:,’
Kids todoy. N
respect.

That's that,
then. Well never
see him again.

Poor old Hreidma, His
days ave numbered.

41
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One afternoon, Sigurd thrust his sword so hard that it splintered into pieces. Regin
forged for him a proper iron sword, but the young prince shattered that one, too -

-

Every school day ended with an hour of
sword-fighting practice. Sigurd used a

Fafnir hoarded his gold in a secret place and
wooden sword to learn the basics. and the next!

guarded it jealously. As the years passed, the
evil in his heart corrupted his whole body.

D e

The evil in Fafnir's heart deformed him into a wyrm - a
monstrous dragon. He lived on Gnita Heath and terrorised
all of Midgard. Everyone was afraid of him.

Sigurd's mother gave Regin the pieces of a sword which had
belonged to her first husband. The old swordsmith used the pieces

to forge a glorious new sword called Gram.
S 3 N THAT'S what Tm
. = <alking about!
< \N V "

Vi S ' /<,_\
Korl——

overheard someone talking about a young prince
called Sigurd.

Regin wanted nothing more than to kill Fafnir and
take the gold for himself. The problem was, it
would take the Greatest Hero of All Time to slay
such a mighty dragon.

Early in the morning, Sigurd rode to Gnita
Heath and calculated the dragon's route to
and from the lake below.

Regin explained to Sigurd he would have to be very careful. One breath of fire
from Fafnir's mouth would burn the young prince to a crisp, and one flick of that
mighty tail would swat him like a bug

Flattened pants...

Regin travelled to the court of King Alf
and got a job as tutor to young Sigurd. He
planned every lesson very carefully.

for up-to-date information.
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The young prince dug a hole
and lay in wait. His knees
trembled like a newborn foal’s
and his knuckles were white on
the hilt of his sword.

Along came wicked Fafnir, heading down to the lake to drink. As the
wyrm slithered over the hole, Sigurd looked up and saw its unprotected
belly. In one explosive movement, the teenager thrust Gram upwards
with all his strength.

Sigurd roasted the dragon’s heart for Regin.
After a few minutes, the boy tasted a tiny
bit himself, just to see if it was ready. What
happened next blew his socks off. He could
suddenly hear the birds above his head
talking to each other!

Sigurd realised with horror that his teacher had
been planning to betray him all this time. Crafty
old Regin did not care about his pupil becoming
the Greatest Hero Of All Time. Regin had nothing
on his mind but riches and revenge.

—_—

7

Sigurd ate the heart himself, then rode up to the
dragon's lair. He stopped, spellbound. Even in the
throne room of King Alf, he had never seen half as
much gold as this!

filled both saddlebags and all his pockets. a

Sigurd grabbed all the gold he could. He When he was sure he could not carry

and gallopped off in search of more

ny more gold, Sigurd left the cave

dventures.

01d Regin was hiding behind a nearby bush, watching the dragon's death throes.
Its thrashing tail felled mighty oaks and caused the ground to quake.

When the dust settled, Regin shook his pupil's hand
and told him to roast Fafnir's heart over a fire.

Sigurd did indeed become the Greatest Hero Of All
Time, and he married a very beautiful and muscly
woman called Brunhild.

Twont to
eat it, see?

‘This high quality PDF preview was generated on Thursday 26 September 2024.

But even the Greatest Hero Of All Time could not
escape the curse of the ring. Sigurd fell prey

to Andvart's curse, just like Fafnir and Hreidmar
before him.

And what of Loki, who had also
touched the ring? Did being a
god make him invincible? We'll

for up-to-date

information.
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