o =10 L
- f)( \‘O\.E
0\7. 'o ¢ i ' ’ ~ "
S - ~r . HEAD’S | s
‘ \ 5 UP - e : W
' | N\ Y
Q O~ 4 % = . .
O G = <) 7 & 0] ~ -
£o" . © ©

S MY TS, MENSTERS S5
"N e o ANDIAYHEN

Yoo~ (N 4€¢edees :

\ =

1

BOYS!

l TORCH IT ALL,

,:l'-'\ —qnf 3! ke

“XEE))
- ‘:{'iu
i

Let’s 90!
. © 5
S /
: J.:" |
My heell ( x 7 .
My beautiful A
heell O q
o L_\@ e
G. el ’

=







§
Dm\ 54 151G)

For Felicity, lzzy and Adam

BIG PICTURE PRESS

First published in the UK in 2021 by Big Picture Press,
an imprint of Bonnier Books UK,
The Plaza, 535 King's Road, London, SWI0 0SZ
Owned by Bonnier Books,
Sveavagen 56, Stockholm, Sweden
www templarco.couk/big-picture-press
www.bonnierbooks.couk

Text and illustration copyright © 2021 by James Davies
Design copyright © 2021 by Big Picture Press

13579108642
All rights reserved
ISBN 978-1-78741-641-3

This book was typeset in DrawJames, BlockyJames Infant,

Mythic Sans, Runestone and Diogenes
The illustrations were created digitally

Wiritten by James Davies
Edited by kobel Boston and Katie Haworth
Designed by Adam Alori
Production by Nick Read
Consultant: Polly Low

Printed in Poland

MYTHS, MONST<RS
AND MAYH<M IN

AN<IENT
GR€<<«

SR B Y Lkt
JAM<S
DAVI<S

CCCCEE e

T




I}

pOO.

>>>3> IN>IDNV 40 VW DIHLAW ¥V

;

M) <ONTENTS

TABLE OF

@

SOPVYASH 40 sANOIVT >AT>ML >HL

8

>1V4 40 ANVH >HL

>SYIOH NVIOYL >HL

9] &2

R\
~km 3 ¢ fw_m ATIOMI>ANM A>>YD SHL HONOIHL ASNIAMOT ¥
R SSy, _—ayp

PIAAIN> ANV SM>H4YO

(&

X0 SVIOANW

$SAOD A>>IAD SHL I>>U

NOILY>Y> ANV SOVH>

SSHIAW A>>YD SHL >3V L¥YHM




£ $O WHO WER< THE ANKIENT GR<€<Ks? 3t

e e e e N rererzr [ YavAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVavav; Bl urvanns i nung R R R NAMENRRARRALID

The Greeks developed The ancient Greeks were Greek myths were
one of the most wonderful craftsmen and originally passed around
influential civilisations created many beautiful by word of mouth. The
in the ancient world. things — including famous poet Homer
Surrounded by the sea, brightly painted is known for his epic
a a atio 0 5 they became wealthy sculptures of their gods poems about the Trojan
- 5 arriors. arcok o and clo .- through trade and built T War — The lliad and
AN R A impressive cities and St The Odyssey. To keep a
I db 600 B D 300 Greece is also well "
7 i ) %rcnd temples to honour L B o ot record of their history,
V= J@' . ° Sullo s Bl \ heir many gods. It was f\ti‘w,ntor ‘t potterg, teachings and stories for
L - and e many other ancie atio e ANV an innovative society Withiintricate patterns future generations, the
= old Fantastical sto o tea 0 S = — they founded the and paintings decorating Greeks developed their
abo ght and wrong, te e ory of the first democracy, built the clay. These works own alphabet. Today,
Vol soo aods and expla e worldraround the 0 D : the first theatres and often tell the stories of their tales of brave
6 ol LS Where e Dains held the first Olympic the Greek myths, and heroes and impossible
) — N i . " Games! Even today, their give us valuable clues quests still captivate
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Kronos ate and ate and ate. Soon, he needed a nap. Disgusted with her [
wsband’s actions, Rhea saw her opportunity and swapped her youngest |
hild, Zeus, for a rock

Rhea took Zeus to Mount Ida,
and hid him in the mountain’s
deep, dark caves

Every culture has a creation story about how the world began, and the
ancient Greeks were no different. Here is the wild and chaotic story of
how the Greeks believed the world came into being.

And together, Zeus |l On his return to Mount Olympus OF course, the wine was poisoned.

He grew a giont and Rhea plotted to | [l Zeus disguised himself as a servant Zeus watched as Kronos vomited up

bushg beard overthrow Kronos. || and presented Kronos with o all of his brothers and sisters. It was
delicious glass of wine. i o very smelly family revnior

There the young god
grew up brave
and strong.

] Goia created the trees, the grass

J i and the babbling brooks. She fell Y
in love with Uranus — the god of

the stors and the plonets.
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Gaia loved her little monsters, so full of energy and heads. Uranus felt
a little differently — he Feared the cyclopes and the hecatoncheires.

Kronos was furious, but young Zeus had dll the rage of a lightning storm. Zeus rallied his brothers and sisters and together they declared war on their Father.

Together, Gaia and Uranus brought many unusual children into the world For ten long years, the world shook as gods, Titans, monsters and giants Fought in brutal s epic series of battle became known as Titanomachy

THE HECATONCHEIRES
(50 HEADS <ACHN

So he cast them into the fiery pits
2 ) of Tartarus, the Underworld

Gaia was mortified. She asked
one of her Titan sons, Kronos, to
toke care of her mean husband.

e

Kronos and his wite, Rhea, took to their thrones. Kronos enjoyed being in But Kronos was afrail. He'd heard a prophecy that one of his children
: charge and they quickly settled into royal life.

would overthrow him — just as he had done to his own father. So, naturally,

Ww) FEEY s he started to eat them W o >
7 § At last, the dust seltled on a ond punshed his enemies. ||| The gods retuned to the peace and beauty of their
4 (5 battleground full of giant bodies and Zeus shared the world The Titan, Atas, was home on Mount Olympus. From their golden city,
Tk moaning monsters. It was over, Zeus with his friends. He | Forced to hold the sky up on [] | they sat back to watch the world flourish — and to
o had won. Kronos was captured and rewarded those who his shoulders for all etemity || | occasionally meddle in the lives of humankind.
imprisoned in the Underworld. had been loyal to him




M<<T THE

The ancient Greeks believed that many gods and
oddesses watched over them from their palace above
Mount Olympus, the tallest mountain in Greece. In many ways
the gods behaved a bit like humans — they fell in love, married and
often arqued — but they were also very powerful and lived forever.

Z<us
The King of the Gods, and god of
thunder and the skies. Zeus was
famous for throwing thunderbolts
at anyene who disobeyed him.

H<PHA<STUS
Hephaestus was the god of fire and
sculpture. He forged weapons and
armour for the gods and goddesses
of Mount Olympus. His wife was the
beautiful goddess, Aphrodite.

Hera, Queen of the Gods and
wife of Zeus, was the goddess of
marriage and children. She had a
terrible temper — when she failed

to win a beauty contest, she helped
the Greeks destroy a whole city (ph6).

Demeter, the goddess of the
harvest, controlled the grains
and crops that fed the people of
ancient Greece.

ATHENA
Goddess of wisdom and war, Athena
was known £o help heroes who found
themselves in dangerous situations.
The capital city of Greece, Athens,
is named after her.

The bloodthirsty god of war, Ares,
was known for his quick temper and
violent outbursts. He was always
getting into trouble and wasn't the
most popular god on Mount Olympus...
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The Greeks believed that their gods controlled every

aspect of their lives and they built many impressive
temples where they left the gods offerings of money,
flowers or even food. There were 12 main gods and goddesses
who lived on Mount Olympus — let’s meet them..

PIONYSUS
Dionysus was the god of the
grape harvest, wine, festivity and
theatre. Wine was an important
part of ancient Greek life and was
often used in religious ceremonies.

ARTEMIS
Artemis was the goddess of hunting
and was very skilled at archery. She
cared for the natural world and
protected wild animals.

APHRODITE
Aphrodite was the beautiful goddess
of love. She wore a magical golden

belt that made people fall in
love with her.

Apollo was the twin brother of
Artemis. He was the god of light
and healing. and a famous shrine
was built to honour him in the city

state of Delphi.

POSEIDON
Poseidon was the god of the sea.
He carried a big fork called a
trident and could send storms and
carthquakes near anyone who

annoyed himl

H<RM<s
Hermes was the light-footed
messenger of the gods. He was able
to travel between the mortal world
and Mount: Olympus, delivering
news and guidance.




In the beginning, the Earth was a beautiful,
but very quiet place. The only sounds were
the crashing of the waves and the wind

whistling through the trees

The only living creatures were the
Titans, the children of the gods
Gaia and Uranus.

From his home on Mount Olympus, Zeus watched over Earth.

L But Zeus was not content — he felt that something was missing.
I So he tasked two Titan brothers called Prometheus and Epi
with creating living creatures to fill the land and the oceans.

T i N T 2 i
workshop, the twin Titans went wild

=1 T
creatures they could imagine

L} 0 L}
In their They created the strangest

f_&‘fm‘_‘m 4

Zeus was pleased with their work, but he had one Final request
He wanted Epimetheus and Prometheus to create the most
perfect, beautiful being. Naturally, it was to look like him

Prometheus rested
while Epimetheus got
1 to work. This was
going to be tricky

When their work was complete, and life breathed
into their magnificent sculptures, the world was full
of howling and stomping and biting. It was amazing

1 want you to o)
& make real beauty! & /é

A last, Prometheus
completed his creation.
He named it mankind

As a final touch, he reached
up to the Sun, plucked down
a flame and gave it to man,

GAHL why s it 5o hot? YN

o Didn't we do wel R

For many years, harmony reigned on Earth. That is, until
Prometheus suggested that mankind play a trick on the
gods. Each year, mankind prepared a delicious feast

to show their respect for the gods. Except this year,
Prometheus had a different kind of a feast in mind

Instead of rich, delicious meat, the feast was made
up of bone, gristle and guts... it was disgusting.

Zeus was Furious. With
a snap of his fingers, he

Gotcha!
.oww!

hed every spark
of fire on Earth.

Mankind were delighted. Once again, they
could sit by roaring fires and cook their medis.
Prometheus knew he'd done the right thing.

Titan to an enormous rock and threw away the key

Outraged that Prometheus had disobeyed him, Zes chained the

At Zeus's call, three
mighty eagles swooped

|

Youl regret that
niceness. you sy

massive boy!

down from the sky.
They circled over the

Zeus's punishment was brutal. Each day the eagles
tore out Prometheus's liver. And each night, his
liver grew back again. The pain was endless,

helpless Prometheus

Wow, | really regret
inventing you guys.

A

Epimetheus was very lonely without his brother.
He wandered the Earth and cried a lot.

T Who will help me moke
\_ " sl animls now?

But Zeus had more plans. Big, mean plans to
punish Epimetheus and mankind for the trick.

é,\ YOU'LL SEE!
/ &Y

Zeus asked Hephaestus, god
of fire and sculpture, to

crecte something very special
The first mortal women.

| said woman/
Not WOMBAT!

Start again

He wanted Hephaestus to
make the first woman the
most charming and beautiful
of all his creatures.

p

A
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As Zeus had hoped, Pandora was beautiful Epimetheus was no exception. When Zeus introduced Even the gods couldn't contain their The first present contained It gave Pandora the desire to learn about
and incredibly kind. Evergone who met her the pair, Epimetheus couldn't believe his luck. adoration for this perfect mortal. They Curiosity! the world and everything in it This made herjevon morg evcited Lo nvrop the:second ol

But when she did, she was confronted by a real mystery.

fell in love with her instantly gathered around Pandora and showered
her vith gifts.

) A
| @@y

; /2 PRI
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She's so sweet! i

What treasure could be inside? Pandora couldn't
‘ wait to open it.

And Athena gave her the gift of incredible
art and craft skills.

From the god Hermes, Pandora received the From Aphrodite, Pandora received the gift
giFt of language of emotions.

Now you can, like,
talk real good.

welcome!
Angthing for
a gal almost
a5 beautifel

But just as Pandora went to lft the lid, Zeus let
out a thunderous warning — that no person must

Married life was bliss. But no matter what Pandora did, she just couldn’t stop
thinking about that box

The bond between Epimetheus From his rock priso

and Pandora grew stronger day :“";‘f‘;e“‘tw‘;“’d
is brother to

careful. Zeus vias
being oo nice.

What a strange present. As Zeus had instructed,
Pandora stored the box awa
——a

LY ]

He could have
Yesss, that's Jusk given us o
it Fal in love fangy vase, like

everyone clse.

You could end up
lke me. Ouch!

Even Zeus seemed cheerful as he handed
two badly wrapped wedding gifts to Pandora

One day. Pandora’s curiosity got the
better of her. It would be okay if shd
just book a tiny peek, wovldn't it?

Way to go
1

()

Sy
amn 1)
o

o

&~

(anm
b

DEAR PANDORA,
DONT OPEN THLS Box
EVEN A TV BT,

[t

o,
PROORA X010
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/ I Together, Pandora and Epimetheus watched as a swirling cloud of chaos swept around the world

—_——

%

o

W

- r
Disease, sickness, hate and

headaches shrieked and cackled
into existence.

The box was the worst present ever Carefully Pandora and

Pandora couldn’t understand why Zeus Epimetheus lifted the lid
would give them such a cursed object.
Epimetheus was just about to destroy it,
when they heard a Faint sound

Epimetheus comforted poor
Pandora, who felt such

/AR —
AVAVAVAY s TANAVAVAYAY

Life on Earth would never be the
same again, but thanks to that
tiny bug, Pandora and Epimetheus
Knew that humans would always
have hope to guide them

The little insect Fluttered off after the swirling chaos,
spreading light wherever there was darkness and hope
wherever there was despair.

t once, a cloud of evil spirits swarmed out of the box and flew around Pandora. She tried to
lure the terro but it was too late.




HOW TH< 4R<<K MYTHS /

The Greek msths weren't just tales to entertain children, theg provided
ways for Peop\e to understand the world around them. In ancient Greece,
stories about gods, goddesses, heroes and monsters were an important part of

No one knew whs the Sun rose every morning and where it came from, or

wh? the stars were in the sky. Through the myths, the ancient Greeks

explained everything from the seasons to the planets. Let's take a closer
look at some of the most famous examples

One Sun, coming up!

Every day, the god of light
APOLLO, drove his magnificent
chariot across the sky. He pulled the

Sun behind him and brought light and Z€US was King of the Gods and when he

was angered the sky would darken and
lightning weuld rain down on the world,

Thunderstorms and sunken ships .
. were all the work of POSEIPON. -
The moody god of the sea could
create waves by pounding his

When heroes and beasts found
favour with the gods. they were
rewarded with a place among

GAIA, goddess of the Earth, covered

the world in rolling hills and lush

vegetation. She also made her fair
share of monsters, too.

a87E oG

Wild NYMPHS, FAUNS and SATYRS all helped the
gods to build the natural world

The night sky was lit up by the glowing *
Moon, driven across the heavens by the
goddess of the Moon, SELENE

Crops were looked after by PEMET<R, the
goddess of agriculture. When Hades kidnapped her
daughter, PRSEPHONK, and stole her away to
the Underworld, the world was plunged into an
icy winter. Each year, PRSEPHON was allowed
to return to world of the living for six months,

bringing spring with her.




King Aegeus was horrified, but
he respected his son's decision
and let him go.

The tradition continved for many
years. As the time drew near for
the next tributes to be chosen,

K Theseus made a brave and possivly
[sl mad decision — to volunteer as

He couldn't bear seeing his friends

Theseus, son of King
and fellow Athenians becoming _I

Aegevs, grew up watching
this awful deal repeat
over the years

monster food,

slay that gross
Finotatr.

King Minos sat on his throne in
Crete, thinking very hard about
how much he hated the pecple

because he'd won too many competitions ot the Athenian games,

Rumour had it that the Athenians had killed his dear son, Androgeus,

Because he was heartbroken
and just a bit mad, King Minos
declared war on Athens.

Theseus and the other tributes boarded a ship and set off under black sails. He and his father had made a deal: if Theseus defeated the Minotaur he'd
change the ship’s sails to white; but i he Failed in his quest, the ship would return with black sails. On the shores of Crete, King Minos waited for
the tributes with his daughter, Ariadne.

22

of Athens.

Curses! | forgot Fresh meat!

my Eoothbrush!

I mean... uh
welcome to Crete!
1 be Tooking Mome tn Coel
out for your
while sails, bog!

| King Aegeus, vho uled over Athens,
really didn’t want a war.

Every nine years, seven young men and women were taken from their
homes and sent to Crete. In exchange for these tributes, King Minos
promised he wouldn't attack King Aegeus’s precious Athens.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Fr

He loved his beautiful city just as it was. So ]
he struck a deal with Minos. A really, really

bad deal.

h
bone-crushing teeth,

Nt even | B

a hitle ﬁ%’
war? {ﬁ\}}‘

A monster whose
eges glowed red
vith fury,

n
vy : |
A sa
)
1 -
3 =

A monster that it
was said that no man

could ever defeat T

The Minotaur.

He had wonderful
table manners

Dear Theseus,

Oh my lovel T can't bear to see
4ou get edken and munched and
quekhed by the Minotaurt
Meet me by the Labiyrinth ok
Midnigne. — T have gifes for you!

Niadne xxx =

All of these presents came with af
request from the princess

Ariadne handed Theseus a very
sharp, very shiny sword

when you
eapel

T - T =
| Early the next morning, Theseus and the other tributes were taken to the entrance of the Labyrinth. The
| mighty maze towered over them, ready to swallow them up in its dark and bwisting passages.

Oh. you kids are
going o have the
est time!

Remember the plan.
my darling!

2y 6 September 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.
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With Minos out of sight,

What followed was a maddening journey through endless, impossible corridors. On and on Thesevs travelled, Theseus ducked out of sight
past many dead ends and past many dead people. But every step of the way, Ariadne’s thread unravelled and and readied himself For battle

J marked a path back to the ex
.“30NN\|:K
l E‘,a-,‘

i H

I_§

put Ariadne’s plan
tied one end of the ball of thread

to the gate

The other tributes watched in
horror as the young hero drev his
sword and set off into the maze.

o
PN UL LV Y 0

( 3 B wi
- 1=} S NLLE — i=el
AL times, the walls shook with the (Bl It took al of Theseus's i &“ ’MW
ferocious foars that could only strength not to give up
come from a giant man-bull and go back. He den't lm

want to be eaten. He tried s

to think haj thoughts. = 2
o think happy thoug L | &E m

!
TR Ve 5‘3’%@\

S Elated and shaking, Theseus
OV 2. L | " collapsed in Front of the gate

; 2 A SN
\ Aéﬁ%ﬁ]

W e vt

She opened the gate and the delighted Lributes, who weren't eaten
at all, hurried to their ship.

{

e 4
The blood-stained horns. K&t
w <R

R w1

The fabulous nose rir
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The Athenians and Ariadne sailed
for several days, but supplies were
low and evergone was hungry. So

they took a detour and landed on

the island of Naxos

The leafy island was 5o calm Theseus didn & want to marry the daughter of his enemy, but he was too
Aviadne, who wasn't a huge Fanll] [l cowardly to tell her so. Leaving Ariadne asleep on the sand, the tributes
of sailing, enjoyed the stillness. quietly climbed back onto their ship and set sail.

Under the gently swaying > =
branches of a group of trees
she Fell asleep.

2

But in his sneaky rush to dump High above the crashing seas
Ariadne, Theseus had Forgotten around the shores of Athens,
his promise to his father to King Aegeus waited for his son.
change the ship’s sails to white.

Meanwhile, Theseus sailed
onwards. It had been a wild and
tiring adventure, and he was

ready to go home

Wheel Time to
get me some.
snaxos!

sure ve 4
forgokten Himph. oh well, it can't be Ehat
something important. Daaaad I'm home!

$he'll be okay.
won't she?
Yeoh

s that... IE' a ship!
1E's THE ship! O, my

But as the sun set on Naxos, Ariadne wasn't sure anything would ever be okay again. She sat and watched the shadows turn into darkness, and listened - Believing that his son was Thesevs hopped triumphantly The death of his Father
to the sound of the waves, the insects, and the singing. | dead inside the belly of the From the ship, only to discover was the worst thing to ever
Minotaur, King Aegeus cast that his father was dead. happen to young Theseus.

himself into the sea below. How could he have been

s0 thoughtless?

Oh. baacad!
s gour brave sonl

He... he
Stronger than an ox! Dad?

promised!

————
Following the sound of joyful music, Ariadne came upon a very strange crowd: wildly dancing women, goat-legged Fauns and horse-Lailed satyrs, dll singing . : e :

songs of wine harvest and glorg. In the centre of the party Dionysus, the god of wine and dance, was moving with tremendous grace for someone with As the heir to the t“’“"; Theseus Birf‘:eﬂ::c”g“‘:"ag o teched :‘iﬂ:”:}’; S\::;\th;thens | Stil. he couldn't say no to a lttle
such o huge beard. Ariadne instantly Fell in love (again). became the sad king of Athens |- gmwm s PSS Pop . moking || adventure now and then

To battles vith Amazons —
fearsome warrior women who
loved war and clobbering,

Through all his mistakes,
Theseus became one of the
greatest and noblest of
Athenians.

Oh my lovel Iint it 50 Ik thot Y Dionysus was furious when he learned what From deadly descents into
Theseus deserted mel Theseus had done. Nobody treated the vife the Underworld.
of a god so Lerribly...

So you think you can Just
Kidnap our princess. huh?

You are more beautiful than any forest
Flower, any sunset, or even my oxurious
beard. Please be my wife?

That absolute.
monster!

He'll pay dearly

this.

After one
more parky.
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The Greek myths are full of tales of heroes and heroines who set out on
deadly adventures and performed extraordinary deeds. Heroes were usually
individuals whose daring personalities and superhuman abilities made them
stand out from other mortals. They faced immense struggles in life and often
died young and in battle. However, these challenges usually resulted in fame
and glory in death - many myths were written about them and some heroes
were even invited to live among the gods on Mount Olympus.

Although he wasn't a pupil of Chiron,
B<LL<KOPHON carned a reputation as
a monster-slaying hero from a young
age. He succeeded in taming the winged
horse, Pegasus, and together they
fought in many battles and even slayed
the fire-breathing Chimera (a monster
with a lion's head and a serpent’s Eail.
Unfortunately, Bellerophon got a bit
big for his sandals and tried to fly to
Mount Olympus so he could live as a

god himself. During the light, he slipped |

from Pegasus’s back and fell back to
the mortal world. He lived the rest
of his life without his
magical steed.

)

Train hard, class,

and one day you'll i\
be a statue too! w
a

\
#‘4‘ j

Perhaps the greatest of all the
Greek heroes, ACHILLES was
Chiron’s star pupil and was blessed
with almest supernatural abilities
in combat. But Achilles had one
weakness, his heel. When Achilles
was a baby, his mother had dipped
him in the River Styx, which she
believed would make him immortal.
But she had forgotten to dip his
left heel in the water. During the
Trojan War, a prince called Paris
shot an arrow into his heel and
Achilles was fatally wounded.

Heroes and heroines had to train hard if they were to succeed in their
quests. Chiron, a wise old centaur (a creature with the head, arms and
torso of a man and the body and legs of a horse). was a renowned teacher
who mentored many of the greatest Greek heroes, including the famous
warriors Achilles and Jason. Chiron taught his students everything from
skills in archery to the art of medicine and healing. Let's take a closer look

at some of the most famous Greek heroes and heroines.

Beautiful, determined and
ferocious, PENTHESILEA
was queen of a fierce
tribe of warrior women
called the Amazons. She
was a passionate fighter
and defeated many Greek
soldiers while defending Troy
in the Trojan War. She was
eventually killed by Achilles,
who felt terrible remorse
upon seeing her dead body.

nANNIEI®

JASON is famous for his quest to retrieve the fabled
Golden Fleece. If Jason was successful, he would win back
the throne of Thessaly from his uncle. To help him in his

mission, Jason assembled a group of 50 heroes called
the Argonauts. Together, they encountered many deadly
obstacles before they eventually found the Golden Fleece

guarded by a dragen. Jason retrieved the fleece with the
Relp of a sorceress called MEP<A, who concocted a potion
to put the dragon to sleep.

ATALANTA was abandoned by her father and was left te die inf
the woods. She was adopted by a bear and learnt to fight from
the animals whe lived with her in the wild. Atalanta was famous
for her incredible survival skills and was a deadly hunter. At the
funeral games of King Pelias, Atalanta wrestled and defeated
the warrior PELEUS, who was the father of Achilles.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Friday 6 September 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.

After fighting in the
Trojan War, OPYSs€LS's
Journey home took a turn
when a storm blew his ship
off course. What followed
was ten years of wild
adventures filled with
raging sea monsters, a
cyclops. wind gods, nymphs
and shipwrecks. Odysseus's
long quest was chronicled by
the poet Homer in an epic
poem called The Odyssey.

aANNIER




In the city of He already had a beautiful So he travelled to the temple at Hello beautiful Oracle. hello lovely
Argos, Acrisivs daughter, but apparently that Delphi, where the wise Oracle ;Gd‘ CM;‘H you rnuwb“s ““SN i
desperately wasn't good enough. spoke bo the gods. Surely she'd be Ty e e lease? Sorry,

able to tell him if he'd have a son.

wanted a son.

Ul

0°0aahh! Just.
a second.

Just s the Oracle had predicted, THAT IS IT!
L Acrisivs's daghter, Dance, gave bith
Your daughter wil il gou fog ”J.P"::;“ and "‘dw Sordod S 5
have a son 09000aachHhIl loving child, by everyone. Well, e ] R
almost everyone. »'E, @5 I D
SOZX

=1

ST de
Acrisivs wasn't a fan. He had no
idea when Perseus might Kill him,
but he was taking no chances. So
he made a plan.

% ACRISIUS:$-G€T-RID-OF-PERS€US-QUIKK-SCHEME K |

Put Danae and
Perseus in  box,

'ﬁ[mlwwm
.0 .

Dropping the box into the sea
was easy, too,

Sink the box fo

But guess what? It wasn't a good
plan. It was actually a bit rubbish.

a2

<OOKI<s

Inside the box, Perseus
and Dance floated dlong
for days and days.

Well never know
how many bering
games they endured.

But despite the cramped
conditions and no toilet,
their bond grew stronger
every day. Until..

Perseus grew very fond of the
fisherman. They spent every day
out at seq, where young Perseus
learned all the secrets of the vast
[ blue ocean.

what kind of Acgh. that'd
fish s this, be'a sandal.
Dikeys? A lad

Well helloool It is 1. Polydectes.
the handsomest. wealthiest
and best man ever.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the island Diktys's brother, Polydectes,
was feeling extra greedy. He wasn't a lowly fisherman though, he was
the ruler of all Seriphos! And vith great power comes lots of stuff.

§ 25

Let me see... I've got 4
old, Ive gat priccless
g i

sat somethin
i 3 ming.

The box washed up on the island
of Seriphos, where it was found
by a kind fisherman named Diktys.

Freedom!

When Polydectes spotted Danae, he
decided to add her to his collection.

Just wait until
she mecks mel

1 really think you should
‘aairy ne, though

0Oooh Dapqe, lease be mg
G

a4

the rest of your \ife

Guards! Bring me Danae! There's
going to be o wedding whether
she likes it or not.

But, unfortunately for Polydectes,
Perseus had grown a Lot in those

b

Perseus sent Polydectes's
guards packing without Danae
and with far fewer teeth than
they'd arrived with

Sorry boss! It was that lad
Perseus. he's got fish muscles now!

—|

ust | do EVERYTHING myself?
Fine. 1ll go and see the boy
then. shall 17
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Polydectes came up with @

clever plan to get rid of Perseus.

He challenged Perseus to bring

him the head of a Gorgon. That
if he was brave enough

You'll be
a HERO!

GORGONS

= 7\ %
Snakey tolsl

Perseus couldnt say no to a
challenge. Despite Danae and
Diktys pleading with him to

stay, he set off on his quest.

The journey was long and
complicated. Bad weather,
monsters and sandals that were a
bit too small made progress slow.

¥l be back in

a minute!

Persevs missed his mum, too.

Perseus quickly relised he had
no idea where he was, or where
to head next. This was quite a
poorly though out adventure.

e ———
It was time to head |
off! But... where?

But in o flash of glorious light,
Hermes appeared! The messenger
of the gods never arrived empty-
handed.

We gotta head
north, bro! To
the swanps!

That's where the Grey Ones

Wvel Theyl bell s where to

go. B warned though. they
are really gross

he told me.
1 was the most
beautiful swan in
the world.

This blade won't ever snap.
it's perfect for Gorgon fights!

And what
eodisa )
sword without [}
bl

od is 7
a shields M

Settle down
deor. it's her
tural

Standing in the middle of the swamp were three ghastly hags with the long necks and

bodies of swans. The smell was awful and their chat was incredibly dull, but worst of
dll were the objects that they passed around

Our heroes trudged through muck and darkness until they reached
clearing. There, in the middle, stood three awful figures.

1 old you they
were gross

The three hags only had a single eyeball and one gnarled
tooth between them. The eyeball was popped into their dark,
empty sockets. The browning tooth was sucked into their
lumpy gums. It was all very disgusting,

bﬁlﬁ: .‘ e

Got your eye,
bog hags!

Brave Perseus threatened the
panicking hags. Holding their most
precious possession ransom, he
demanded directions

Tell me where
the Gorgons are. or
the ege gebs it

Gah, 1 don't know! Ask
the ngmphs in Hyperboreal

Now we're
getting
somewhere!

1 gues | am a bit
Wave, arerit 7l

'

i
7
e

WINGED SANDALS! )
! i§ ?\t ,

Sweet! An
invisibility cap!

Fully kitted out and ready for anything, Perseus and his friends
followed the nymphs directions to the Gorgon's lair.

Perseus had an idea. He watched the eye as it was
handed between the creatures. He waited. Just as

limy socket and was

the eye was plopped out of one s

He leapt out of
the bushes and
grabbed the eye!

handed on, Perseus saw his

WAAAAAAAAAHHH!
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Angone else a liEtle
bit scared?

At last, it was time to
fight the Gorgons




Eesh. turned to You won't become 3
tone Just for a stone bro, 2 Y 90 you gugs
Tooking at a will you? # hear that?
Gorgenl 1 think weve
o found them!

T T T T

And there they were. A tangle of tails, vast wings, bad smells and
scales. They couldn't have been more hideous...or more aslecp.

And there, in the middle — MEDUSA! She's
the only mortal Gorgon, the only one you
can kill. So... are you ready?

22227255555, \‘
e
N Z

Ew. there's There's
Sthenol Ewyolal

Being careful to only look at the Gorgons using the reflection in his
shield, Perseus hovered above the reptile pile. Medusa stirred..

reflection is
bad enough

On the journey home to Seriphos,

H Perseus had many more adventures. |

/.

He even fell in love with a princess
called Ancromeda ofter he rescued
her from a sea monster.

PERSEUS! Thank the gods.
He won't leave me alone!

Perseus was getting quite good ot
chopping monster's heads off. : - |_Perseus wanted to see.

A UINN

Polydectes was horrified o see |
Persevs alive.

But before the king could summon any more of his useless guards, Perseus
pulled Medusa's head from the bag. Polydectes couldn't help but look
straight into her eyes

Even in death, Medusa’s deadly
stare turned Polydectes into a
lump of petrified rock.

1E's Just what N
you asked for!

J/‘/ >

With Polydectes taken care of, lfe on the island was wonderful. Every night, Persevs told his family all about his incredible adventures, and he only
exaggerated just a lttle bit. Danae, Free From pestering Polydectes, married the island's new king, Diktys

The avful deed was done, and there was one less Gorgon
in the world. Keeping his eyes tightly closed, Perseus quickly
shoved the snakey head into his new bag.

Guickly. theyre

waking g1

He answered

the challenge ot
once. OF course

50 YOU THINK
YOU <AN Dis<us?

i

But unlike catching fish or
slicing monster's heads off,
Perseus was terrible at discus

| .and straight ot Acri us,m §
s vakching i the ront ov. |

Acrisius was kiled instantly and
s0 the prophecy was Fulflled

>
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MYTHIKAL <R€ATUR<S

The Greek myths are filled with tales of terrifying monsters and strange,
otherworldly creatures. Greek heroes were often tasked with taming or slaying
mythical beasts to prove their strength or protect their loved ones — and only
the greatest fighters survived. These monsters were found in every corner of
ancient Greece, from the forests and mountains to the wild seas.

Welcome to Typhon's Zoo! TYPHON, a
giant whose body is covered in dragon
heads, is responsible for making many of
the beasts that roam ancient Greece.
Let’s look around and see just some
of the creatures he’s unleashed...

Welcome,
welcome!

A <YKLOPS helps Typhon feed the beasts
These one-eyed giants are renowned
for their incredible strength. The
most notorious cyclops, POLYPHEMUS,
captured the hero Odysseus and his
crew. While the cyclops slept, Odysseus's
men blinded him so they could escape.

URS thalf-man and half-horse)
can be found in mountainous regions. Here
they are feeding PEGASLS, a powerful and

immortal winged horse.

The wild seas are full of dangers. The multi-headed
SCYLLA, the giant serpentine HYPRA and groups of
SIRENS (half-bird and half-woman) terrorise mortals
who cross their path

AND DEADLY BEASTS

Historians believe that the ancient Greek storytellers may have found
inspiration for such fantastical creatures in the world around them. There
is evidence that the Greeks collected the fossils of extinct animals and
displayed them alongside other artefacts in their temples. Their tales of
multi-headed monsters and giants may well have been inspired by these finds.

T

The forests and swamps of ancient Greece are home
to all manner of bizarre creatures. It's common
to find NYMPHS, SATYRS and scary HAGS in the

woods, and if you're really unlucky you might meet a

<HIMERA. This fire-breathing licn also has the head

of a goat and a tail ending in a snake's head!

Tread quietly here, these beasts are
napping before dinner! The three-headed
dog, <€RBERUS, usually guards the
entrance to the Underworld. The N€M€AN

LION is a gigantic creature that can't be 4
Kiled,with irof, Bronae or stone. Yikes! 40

In her enormous nest, a sharp-
beaked, lion-bodied 4RIFFIN
feeds her young, A gaggle of
screeching HARPIS (creatures

with the bodies of vultures
and the faces of wild women)
are doing their best to steal a
bite. Avoid the harpies if you
can — theyve been known to
abduct people and carry them
to the Underworld!

>
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Eurydice and Orpheus were blissfully Back on tour, Orpheus continued to wow the JiI\] BUt dvring one concert, Eurydice accidentally

happy. It seemed that nothing could come crowds. Backstage, his radiant bride danced trod on a deadly snake. The viper instantly sank
L clong to the muse its fangs into her foot and she cried out in pain.

"ARE YOU!
AT

00!

o P AT T HITH‘\NJ Tt scemed that Orpheus was born to be a star. His

mother, Calliope, was a muse. She shared beautiful,
moving stories through her music. His Father, Apollo,
was also a confident showman and god of the Sun.

Look at
what Daddy
<can do!

As soon as he could talk, Orpheus
started to sing. His angelic voice

and enthusiastic lyre playing tamed
even the wildest of beasts.

As the deadly serpent venom spread through her body, Eurydice collapsed to the ground.
Hearing her cry, Orpheus rushed off stage. He Found his new wife on the ground, pale and

Stay with me.
EURYDICE?!

Oh. sweet baby!
What's hagpencd?

IT'S GREECE'S GREATEST

Ao ROCK GOD!

HE'LL WOW YOU WITH HIS
FACE-MELTING LYRE $0L0S!

us was inconsolable. For days he would
refused to see anyone.

Orpheus was just about to call off the From then on, every song Orpheus wrote was tour, retreated from pul

concert, when a beautiful wood nymph about his love for Eurydice. And his music went
named Eurydice came to his rescue. With from strength to strength.

her nimble woodland Fingers, she made

him the most extraordinary new headband. |
Orpheus fell in love with her at once,

But life on the road wasn't always fun. The
night of Orpheus’s biggest show yet, he lost
his lucky headband

Apolio hated to see his son in such
pain. He tried to console Orpheus,
but nothing worked. Eventually, tired
of all the wailing and bad songs, he
told his son that all hope might not
be lost. He had a plan

Apollo told Orpheus that if he dared to venture into
the Underworld, the land of the dead, he might be able
to find Evrydice's spirit, and bring her back to life.

But it wouldn't be an easy journey

T
Before long, Orpheus and Eurydice were married. The ceremony was beautiful and everyone was delighted for the happy couple. That is, everyone
except Hymen. The god of marriage had made a strange and horrifying prediction during the service — that the relationship was doomed to fail

I 50 proud
of hin. She's
perfect!

>3 >

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Friday 6 September 2024, Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



It was a long scramble down into the
Underworld. Each time he stumbled,
Orpheus asibaynted with the
atKles afevil spirit.

Attempting to swim across the river
would be Foolish — it was impossible to
Know what lurked in its murky depths
Orpheus’s only hope was to hitch @
ride with the old boatman, Charon,
whose job it was to Ferry the lost souls
of the dead into the Underworld

After many tumbles, Orpheus
reached the banks of the River
Styx — the edge of the world

With o mighty heave, Orpheus pushed the gate
open and passed into the world of the dead

Orpheus took out his lyre once more. His music lulled the monstrous mutt into dreams
of three-headed puppyhood. Soon the beast was Fast asleep, and the brave bard tiptoed
onward towards his goal.

AL first, Charon refused to take a living passenger across
the river.

|

T
{ But Orpheus managed to charm the
| skeletal boatman with his music. His songs

about love and hope made Charon think
of all the beautiful things in the world.

Charon rowed Orpheus across the river with surprising speed. All around them, the shadowy souls of dead people were drifting down into the
Underworld. Orpheus shivered, this wasn't going to be an easy journey.

Next, Orpheus had to find his way through the Flaming it of Tartarus, where evil people were punished. The haunting wails of the ghosts of Asphodel
were replaced by screams of terror and complaints about the temperature.

Eventually, the creaking boat reached the shore,
Orpheus hopped out, eager to be away from the
stench of the river. Instead, he walked straight into
an even Fouler smell — the slobbering dog-breath
of the three-headed Cerberus. This huge dog
guarded the gate that led to the Underworld.

On the top of a steep hill, above the flames, Orpheus met a giant, Orpheus hadn't expected the Underworld to be quite so big. He knew
sweaty man leaning on a boulder. He introduced himself as Sisyphus r find Eurydice on his own, so he asked Sisyphus for directions.
and explained that Zeus had cursed him to roll a boulder up this hill
for the rest of eternity,




Hades, the god of the dead, looked like he had expected Orpheus to come. It was time to tune up.

Hades's eyes glistened as he gave Orpheus
He smirked as Orpheus begged for Eurydice to be retumed to him,

the bad news — Eurydice belonged to the
world of the dead now. But Orpheus had
come too far to leave empty handed and he
quickly came up with a highly original plan.

Hades. you
are o wise
and not at all
crecpy.

!
Wl

It was the greatest show Orpheus had ever performed. He leapt around Hades's throne room and his music made even the ghastly Underworld seem
inviting. He sang about his love For Eurydice, and how generous and sweet she was. In a land where all anyone Felt was pain and anger, Orpheus’s
passionate performance stirred up long-Forgotten Feelings of joy and of love.

(i

This is for o
sweet Eurydice!

The citizens of the Underworld were soon on their feet.

But then Orpheus’s song turned slow and moumful. He sang about the tragedy of Eurydice’s
This was the best entertainment they'd had in years.

death and how his life had no meaning without her. Orpheus sounded so heartbroken, the
skeletal crowds couldn't contain their emotions. There wasn't a dry eye in the house.

What choice did Orpheus have? Exhausted and suspicious, he began the long journey home.

1 hope that's
gou behind me.

ny darling

—
, where the dead
N \

He sphodel Fields,
for
19 =
2

He sneaked past the sleeping Cerberus and crossed the River Styx with Charon. But as he reached the final exit to the Underworld, Orpheus hesitated.
IF Hades had tricked him, this was his last chance to go back. Surely one glance wouldnt hurt... He had to be sure Eurydice was Following him.

For just one fleeting moment,

Orpheus saw his beloved. They
I were in touching distance and
B he could see the sunlight

bringing life back into her

But Orpheus had broken his promise. With a scream,
Eurydice was pulled back into the Underworld. The
loughter of Hades echoed around Orpheus as he
walched Eurydice disappear from view.

Orpheus rushed back down to the River Styx. He
sang a new song to charm Charon into taking him
across the river, but the new material was poorly
thought out, his rhymes were weak and his throat
sore. It was too late — this time he had lost

Eurydice forever.

whas the pest
skeleton in o boat?
Charon gets my votel

Your old
material was
better, lad

After some thought, Hades agreed to release
Eurydice. But he had one condition: Orpheus
couldn't look back to see if she was Following
him until he reached the world of the living.
If Orphevs so much as glanced behind him,
Eurydice would be lost Forever

Even Hades, the grumpiest ghoul of all,
found himself moved by Orpheus's tale of
love and loss.

And then, vith a final haunting noke, the
performance was over. Orpheus was exhausted
and the Underworld was eeriy silent.

Orpheus travelled Far and wide, singing beautiful but tragic songs about lost love. He lived out the rest
of his days alone and was Finally reunited with Eurydice in death

Oh my som. 50 59,
so full of gloow it
might help if you
tidy your room?
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The ancient Greeks believed that death was not the end. Instead, it

was the beginning of a strange journey — a journey into the afterlife. It was
thousht that when someone died, Hermes, the messenger of the gods, led them to
the entrance of the Underworld. This vast realm was ruled over by Hades, the god
of the dead. and it was up to him and his fiendish friends to decide where you would

°h been €aten
Ydrap Hqy,
N turney &

e
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Under
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entir

exi ms 4° jons.
ous red the optif
three 9‘“;1; o look

spend eternity. The Underworld could be a very scary place indeed, but it
wasn't necessarily bad. Depending on how good you'd been in life, you were rewarded
or punished in death. Elysium was a paradise for those who'd lived a good life, but
the torture-filled, burning pits of Tartarus were designed to punish those who had
committed bad deeds. Welcome to the Underworld. We hope you enjoy your time here..

a bit
o

bag. y,
el
ishment

"EarUs il
for you!
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Wondering how on earth Paris could find the decision so dificult, the
three goddesses made some final, desperate attempts to impress their
young visitor.

O

It was a lot of work being King [ |{ Getting up to investigate, Zevs Found Athena, his wife Hera and Aphrodte in
of the Gods. When a rare break | { the middie of o heated discussion. The goddesses were arguing over which of
was interrupted, Zeus was them deserved a golden apple inscribed with the words “For the fairest'.

AL last, the decision was made. Paris handed the precious apple to
Aphrodite, for the love of Helen was a greater prize than anything
Paris could imagine.

Back at home in Troy, an excited
Paris waited for his true love to
arrive. But after a few days, he

understandably furious.

Dear Paris,

We're 5eujn3 married!

Come and celebrgke the

best day ever with us!
Yoy

Helen 8 King Menelaus
v

received a very troubling letter.

FOR THE
FAIREST

Sol? Who is

Keen to pass this impossible task [{ [ Hermes couldn
on to someone else, Zeus looked
around for help. Poor Hermes

happened to be passing

the fairest?

city to city to find a suitable judge. He needed someone noble, someone
intelligent and — most importantly — someone good at making decisions.

t decide between the goddesses either, so he journeyed from

On the evening before the royal wedding, King Menelaus organised a feast for his beautiful bride. Helen stood in the centre of the party and nobody
in attendance could take their eyes from her, least of all her hulking Fiancé. Paris stood glumly alone in the corner, feeling very sorry for himself.
Curse that sneaky Aphrodite for tricking him like that. Helen was so beautiful, so amazing, so clever... and so about to marry someone else:

In the glorious walled city of
Troy, Hermes found his man
Paris was perfect.

11l take this one! Wait. "You do this
: every tinc)

Paris was unsure at first. Judging between the goddesses scemed
abit risky, and choosing unwisely might get him in some serious
trouble. But with a bit of gentle coaxing from Hermes and Zeus,
he eventually agreed

Relax, faris! 11l be over
before you know it!

But then their eyes met across the room. All of the other guests In a rush of passion, the happy j Menelaus couldn't believe it.

seemed to disappear and, just as Aphrodite had promised, Helen couple fled the palace and headed When he discovered where his

fell madly in love with Paris back to Troy, Little did they know fiancé had been taken, he gathered

the trouble they would cause. an army of the most muscular
Spartan warriors to get her back

where the judging began.

Hermes and Paris travelled to Olympus, I

Tt looks exact
ke I docs o

immediately. Athena, the goddess of war,
told Paris that if he picked her, she'd
give him incredible fighting powers.

Why would Paris choose glory in battle

when he could rule all of Asia and Europe?}

Surely he'd pick her

Hera scoffed at Athena's pathetic offer.

unlike any seen before

To help in his quest, Menelaus called on his brother, King Agamemnon, and a whole host of powerful Greek kings. Together, they gathered a Fearsome army 1

Tonight. we dine
in TARTARUS!

Fen! Let's go and
trash Trog!

What's o
Europe?
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So Odysseus devised a clever and complicated plan to get out of
going with Menelaus to war. He pretended to be mad.

On the way to Try, the Greek army called on the Famous general, Odysseus.
But Odysseus saw them coming, and he really, reaily didn’t want to go. The

gods had warned him that if he went to war, he wouldn't retur for 20 years.

Hello! I Captan Razmataz.
how nice ta have o guest!

He's a bit different

than | remember

bonkers for
quests!

Menelaus tried to talk to the famous
leader, but could only get the most
confusing replies.

Mo can dol I've got ko
plough for gold

Something didn't add up. Menelaus
suspected that Odysseus was
tricking him. This really had to
stop. he had a queen to rescue!

The trick worked! As
if by magic, Odyssevs
snapped out of his

madness and rescued

Menelaus had an idea. He convinced
Odysseus’s young son to lie down in
front of his horse. If Odysseus was
H{ so mad, he wouldn’t mind his own

his son.

child being trampled, would he?

Helen from ever being separated...

So Odysseus reluctantly joined the Greek soldiers in their journey to Troy. When they finally arrived, however,
they were met with the most impossibly high wall, protecting the city from attack. And protecting Paris and

il save you.
g darling!

A giant gate was the only
way into the city. And
nothing the soldiers tried
could convince the Trojans
to open up.

! \
Oh Troooy, we've
baked you a cake!

Odysseus and Menelaus wasted no time in getting to work. Far from the battle and the eyes of the ammoured city, the Spartans sawed, hammered
and fitted until construction was Finally complete. Wht they'd built was truly spectacular

7,

|
Al

For ten long years, the Greek forces tried to get into the city of Troy. But nothing worked. Polite attempts turned into anger, anger turned to war.
Arrows flew, swords sliced and many brave soldiers Fell. But even through a decade of constant attacks, the city stood strong.

X

"

“\,H

l 1 was al very tiring. Odysseus
started to wonder if there might

be a sneatier way into the city.

There must be
a better way
T want to go

With a litle help from o vengeful
Athena (who hadn't quite Forgiven
Paris), Odysseus's plan began to

toke shape. A very unusual shape.

Odysseus suggested that the Trojans might like a giant gift. A wooden
animal, perhaps. A big wooden animal full of goodies. Menelaus was
starting to wonder if Odysesus had actually gone mad, but after several
explanations, the genius of the plan became clear...

QO F

E s T -
Tove it et could we Ery ) 7 Flave you ever bred
something more. horsey? drawing a horsel?

Phew... 'm sure o
wooden mouse or snail

well it beaks fightin
would have been fine. ot ighting

e
[Facome rrono
1 ehink s 8, ’x'@

supposed to
be bigger!

Ah, | see the
prablem here

How about o
jant wooden
Henelaus on top?

Proud of their ridiculous creation, the Greek army could hardly contain themselves as they wheeled the giant wooden horse towards the gate that had
caused them so many headaches over the last ten years. As the Sun set, the Greeks got into their boats and appeared to set sail for home. The Trojans
thought that it was a bit suspicious how few soldiers were on those boats, but what a beautiful gift the Greeks had left behind after all that mayhem.
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Meanwhile, behind the city walls, Paris's sister Cassandra slept restiessly. She was dreaming of her beloved Troy burning in Flames and of an enormous The festivities continved well into the
hoofed beast crushing buildings and pecple dlike. And all on her brother's wedding d night. As the people of Troy eventually
stumbled off to bed, the wooden horse
stood standing in the centre of the city,
It seemed to be waiting for something.

Once even the most dedicated of revellers had settled down, a hatch under the belly of the
horse quietly opened and a rope was lowered to the ground. Down the rope came several
suspicious-looking figures. The Greek soldiers had finally entered Troy.

Uggghhhh.
Too... much.

= : TORCH IT ALL,
feed i . BOYS!

f Slightly annoyed at his sister’s lack of enthusiasm, Paris tried to
|| Paris and Helen were waiting, and they had wonderful news. Now that the convine her that there was nothing to worry about. The cowardly
Greeks had sailed away, they were going to get married! Cassandra wasn't [if [ invaders had given up and gone home.
as pleased as the happy couple had expected.

Wou, thanks sis!
1 thought you'd be
happy for us

The Greeks had even left a present behind! While Paris might have
preferred money instead, he couldn't deny that it was a spectacular
offering. A note attached to the horse explained everything

s N b men to wh“ the harse Treading quietly through the city, the soldiers opened the gates that hod for so long kept them at bay.
Dear Paris, into the city, At lat, Troy's Then the whole of the Greek army swarmed into the city — Odysseus's ambiticus plan had worked.
We g up! sormy ok gates were opened.
all thae war. Here's q
horse for you —
'S q Greek
tradieion, honest!

bt it greatl?

See you soon,
Odysseus

o=

[/

A

The citizens of Troy had a lot to celebrate. The war was finally over and the Greek brutes had Fled. Their beloved Paris had a beautiful new

Hearing the roar of Flames and the cries of the horrified Trojans, Paris
bride-to-be — and now they had a giant wooden horse! That night, the whole of Troy feasted together and celebrated their long-awaited victory.

7 o With pesky Paris dead, Menelaus
woke up. He, Cassandra and Helen looked on in horror as the city was could Finally find his beautiful
enveloped in Flames. Taking Helen's hand, Paris tried to escape. e Helen and whisk her away.

A toast to our
special giant guest
Wooden Ralph!

RALPH MERCH, - - ———
GET YER il listens o me!
RALPH MERCH! N

After ten long years, Helen sailed home with the Greeks, while Paris's beloved Troy — and everything

in it — went up in Alames. As the gods had predicted, Odyssevs still had ten years of travelling ahead
of him. But that's another story,

S
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The power of fate hangs over the lives of all characters in the Greek
myths, even the gods themselves. The ancient Greeks believed that
there was no escaping fate or desting and this theme is represented
in almost all of the well-known tales” A person’s life could take

The ancient Greeks believed that the power to control destiny was
in the nimble hands of three sisters known as the Fates. Clotho, the
spinner of life's thread, began the course of a person’s life and Lachesis

ensured that their life eventually followed the correct path. The third
sister, Atropos, cut the thread when it was time for the person to
die. Together, the Fates controlled the puppet show of life.

many different paths, but unseen powers made sure that they
ended up exactly where they were supposed to.

©O<€PIPUS was abandoned as a baby
after his father heard a prophecy
that his child would kill him. Years
later, Oedipus accidentally killed his

-!l father, believing him to be a stranger.
ll
np, E&Jﬂ\\ ' 2

[ 1[0

» It wos prophisised that ACHILLES
d | d would be given the choice to either
5 die fighting in the Trojan War and
be remembered as a hero, or to live

a long life without glory. Achiles

chose to go to war and died when

Paris shot an arrow ino his heel.

The ORASLE OF DELPHI spoke to the geds
and connected mortals to the divine. She
delivered warnings and prophecies to those
secking a glinpse of their fate. Often, it
wasi't news they wanted to hear

SARPEDON, the son of Zevs, was fated to die in the Trojan
War. Zeus understoed that even as King of the Gods he could
not stand in the way of fate — and watched his son die.




TH< TW<LV< LABOURS

OF HERALLLS

Heracles was astonishing from the moment he was bom.
The bouncing baby boy was adored for his cuteness and
his god-like strength.

One night, Hera came up with
a cunning plan. She sent o
pair of deadly snakes to eat
Heracles while he slept

His mother, Alcmene, was a beautiful mortal.
His ather was Zeus, and the King of the
Gods was very proud of his clever lttle son.
Zeus's new wife, Hera, wasn't so adoring.

Hera didn't understand why her silly
stepson should get more attention than
her. She found herself getting more and
more irritated by him as he got older.

Heracles! You're walking!

Hera watched Heracles grow up from Mount
Olympus. With each year that passed, she
grew more and more jealous. When Heracles
eventudly married and had a family, Hera
decided that enough was enough — it was
time to get revenge on Zeus's pesky son.

That night, Hera cast a spell on Heracles that caused him to have a terrible nightmare.
In this tortured night vision, Heracles found himself attacked from all sides by the most
horrific monsters he could imagine

Night after night this continued, until the hideous dreams got too
much for Heracles and he lashed out at the monsters in his sleep.
The next morning, Heracles woke to find that in his madness he
had murdered his own family.

So he travelled to see Apallo, the god of the Sun and of healing. Heracles
had faith that Apollo would decide a fair punishment for his crimes.

He couldn't believe what he had done.

‘ ‘e o
LY E
- e
o 5 |- EZ

mortall Let
me think.

Hera's plan had failed, but she
wasn't going to give up just yet.
She'd get rid of Heracles, even if
she had to bide her time

Heracles had done a terrible thing, but Apollo was Fair and kind. He
Knew the tragedy couldn't have been entirely Heracles's fault. To
make amends, Apollo told his muscular visitor that he must complete
ten heroic tasks for the Mycenaean king, Eurystheus. This would be
difficult for Heracles — Eurystheus was an old enemy

Ten steps
o weconl

IF Heracles was able to complete the king’s tasks, he'd be Forgiven for
is crimes. Squinting through Apollo’s glaring sunlight, Heracles saw the

10 be finel
Eurystheus won't
ask for much —
he already has

evergthing!

So Heracles joumeyed to see King Eurystheus and vowed to complete whatever chores
he might have in store for him. Unfortunately, the cunning Hera had already visited the
palace and had filled the king's mind with all manner of impossible, deadly missions For

¥

/R

Let's sec... he coud wash
my togas? My daughter
wanks a pony. koo

No. think bigger! And
more cvill And SO much
more beastly

When Heracles came to collect his list of tasks, the
king was suspiciously cheerful. As Heracles set out on
his mission, he wondered what was in store For him...

get eaten or
poisoned or
trampled.
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TH€ N€M<AN LION
Heracles's First task was to find and defeat:
the deadly Nemean Lion, who stalked the
land and devoured any living creatures that
dared to come near it. Heracles tracked the
beast o its bone-filled lair and wrestled
it with his bare hands, for the creature
couldn't be harmed by any weapons. After a
tense battle, Heracles overpowered and killed
the animal. He wore its pelt as a trophy for

the rest of his days.

The scratches |
can deal with.
but your breath
is killing me!

tractical and
stylish! What's
next?

m e
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TH< GOLD<N HIND

Eurgstheus's next request was that the
golden hind be brought to him. This magical
deer belonged to Artemis, the goddess of
hunting, and she was fiercely protective of
the creature. Heracles stalked the deer for
months, finally comering it in a dense forest:
But just as he dragged the animal to the
ground, Artemis appeared. She was dismayed
at the sight of this lion-headed man taking
her deer, but upon hearing Heracles's sad

story, she allowed him to take the
animal in peace.

TH< <RYMANTHIAN BOAR

The Erymanthian boar snorted and dug its
way through crops and valuable food stores,
causing anger and emply stomachs wherever

it roamed. Heracles chased the boar For
many years without success. A kindly
centaur named Pholus tock pity on Heracles
and suggested running the beast into @
snowy tundra. With no food to snuffle out
in the frozen ground, the boar became lost
and slow. Sure enough, Heracles was soon
able to capture the snorting beast.

All that fuss
for @ man
boar e yoal

TH€ AUGLAN STABLES
The king's pride and joy were his 3,000 fine
horses. Unfortunately, having so many horses
meant a lot of manure, and the stables were
geting Full. Eurystheus tasked Heracles vith

clearing the stables out, thinking it would

be a long and difficult task. But using his

immense strength, Heracles adjusted the
course of two nearby rivers to wash through
the stables and easily cleared the mess away.
Yet again, King Eurgstheus thought this was

chedting and told the exhausted Heracles
that this task wouldn't count.

What have

You are
getting

sieecep

Cooler than
a crown.
kit

After completing each task, Heracles would proudly report to the king. But each time he returned,

Eurystheus seemed to grow more and more confused and afraid. Hera's plan wasn't working..
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TH< <R<TAN BULL

The snorting, stinking Cretan Bull was the
father of the Minotaur, and just as fearsome.
When Heracles landed on Crete to capture
the bull, the Cretan King, Minos, was eager
to help. Not wanting to give any reason For
Eurystheus to deny him this task, Heracles
declined. He Fought the bull vith his bare
hands and carted the unconscious beast
back to King Eurystheus.

getting
Eired now.

=N

Take my horses?
Over my

dead body!

o1 O ¢

I m e B

TH< BLLT OF HYPPOLYTA

Next, Heracles was sent to steal a belt
belonging to Hippolyta, the queen of the
Amazon warriors. But Hera wasn't going to
make this easy — she disguised herself as an
Amazon and warned Hippolyta that Heracles
was in Fact coming to kil her. As a cheerful
Heracles arrived, the Amazons attacked.
In the brawl, the queen was Killed. Heracles
apologetically took her belt and ran away.

It was a long, hot journey to find the three-
headed giant called Geryon and his herd of
cattle. The blstering sun was so unbearably
hot that Heracles fired an arrow into it,
darkening the sky and cooling the earth. In
these colder conditions, he clubbed the two-
headed guard dog, Orthus, battered the evil
herdsman, Euriton, and Found the awful cow
Keeper. Geryon put up a great Fight, but he
was no match For Heracles.

Take that! And
that! Aacaand

TH< <ATTL€ OF G€RYON

TH< GOLD<N APPLES

As Eurystheus had deemed two of Heracles's
challenges as failures, the king set two final
tasks. For one, Heracles was sent to the
garden of Hesperides, where golden apples

grew that granted immortality. There,
Heracles met Atlas, who was tasked with
holding up the sky. Heracles asked the god
if he might like a rest, and suggested he
could take over i Atlas wouldn't mind
fetching some of the golden apples. Atlas
had such a nice time that Heracles had

| could get
wsed o Shis!

1 fasten my
sandal?

to trick him into taking the sky back!
Sl "

Heracles alone from now on.

King Eurystheus couldn't help but be impressed with the brave and heroic acts he'd seen Heracles complete. Even Hera, who'd spent years
wishing misery on Heracles, begrudgingly admitted he'd done well. With an unusual display of heartfelt emotion, she promised she'd leave

where he lived Forever among the gods

AL last, Heracles was pardoned for his crimes. He became Famous all over ancient Greece
for his bravery and strength. When Heracles died, Athena took his body to Mount Olympus,

Finel 1l leave
you alone
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| think it
needs some

lightning!

ITHA<A
Home of Odysseus,
and the final

S

destination of "

his epic odyssey.

1

What a
wonderful
world!

AN<SIENT qR<€<<

MALLPONIA

MOUNT OLYMPUS
The home of the gods
and central to the
ancient Greek world.

e AR\, RIVER STYX
¥ Where Charon ferried
unfortunate souls into

the Underworld.

The Oraele of
Delphi delivered
messages and
warnings from
the gods.

- ATHENS
Named after the goddess of war,
this was once the largest and most

}7@

&)
e (i
A d \Wﬂ%@

“rymanthian
Boar.

Where the hero

R Perseus was born.

SPARTA
The second largest
city state, faned for
its powerful army.

Jason and

his crew of
Argonauts set
sail on the Argo
on their quest

to steal the
Golden Fleece.

Didn't we "

do welll?

Here, Heracles
captured the vicious
man-eating horses

- e of Diomedes. —~
g

fﬂ’g_ﬁ‘l% =
I

T
This great walled

5_@ city was at the
e centre of the ten . :
S e The ancient Greeks lived in what
is now mainland Greece and
the surrounding islands, but had
colonies dotted all around the
Mediterranean Sea. Ancient Greece
was divided up into small city
states, like Athens and Sparta
Each city state ruled itself and
had its own government, laws and
army. Although they were scattered
across different islands, the people
of ancient Greece all spoke the
same language, worshipped the same
gods and shared the same stories
Many of the most famous myths
were set in real places — from the
.- towering Mount Olympus, to the
island of Crete.

|

Theseus abandoned
Ariadne on the island of
Naxos after defeating
the Minotaur.

= E
rapped in the Labyrinth, | &)
the Minotaur awaited fo
@ its next meaty meal.
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