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CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

3 JULY 1799: NEAR THE NORTH POLE, . A FEW DAYS
] ) CAPTAIN WALTON IS WRITING A LETTER.. 460, | SAW A HUGE
« = B FIGLRE DRIVING A
B = = DOGSLED ACROSS
n, > Xﬁs THE ICE.
TR 3

e (NN i

EVENTS HAVE
TAKEN A
SINISTER TURN

Wi— p*

ELIZABETH HENRY CLERVAL

————1

VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN

ALPHONSE FRANKENSTEIN ERNEST FRANKENSTEIN

FRANKENSTEIN'S MONSTER

CAPTAIN WALTON JUSTINE




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

[
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND. !

= | AM CALLED VICTOR
ICE, SPEECHLESS AND = o FRANKENSTEIN. MY
SHIVERING. FATHER, ALPHON:

4
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LATER, MY TWO

HE MARRIED CAROLINE, !
~ BROTHERS, ERNEST AND

THE ORPHANED DAUGHTER @
OF A DYING FRIEND. | WAS THEIR FIRSTBORN.
L

WE ALSO PLAYED WITH
OUR CLASSMATE,
HENRY CLERVAL.

1
k ! MY PARENTS ALSO :
{ - ADOPTED ELIZABETH, A ELIZABETH AND MYSELF | \
THE MAN BROKE LITTLE ORPHAN GIRL, AS BECAME BEST FRIENDS
N DOWN, SOBBING. ﬁ ‘ -I.'IIIV THEIR OWN. AS WE GREW LiP. ‘




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

| DREAMT OF BECOMING

THE BOOKS | FOUND IN FILLED WITH MAGIC A MAGIC SCIENTIST WITH

MY FATHER'S STLDY... AND EXCITEMENT. AN ET QUEST, BUT...
m\f}i
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SEEING A MIGHTY TREE BLASTED BY LIGHTNING INTRIGLIED
ME. WHAT POWER WAS HIDDEN IN THE STORM?

s THIS 5 IF P
A CLUE TO ELECTRICITY y 'ALS5 BRING LIFE
MY QUEST? = | CAN KILL... BACK AGAIND

FRANKENSTEIN

MY LAST WISH
IS THAT VICTOR
AND ELIZABETH
SHOULD MARRY.

| WAS ABOUT TO STUDY WHEN TRAGEDY CAME.
SCIENCE AT INGOLSTADT MY MOTHER CAUGHT A
LINIVERSITY IN GERMANY, FEVER AND DIED.

| Can'T
BELIEVE MY
MOTHER IS

DEAD.

ELIZABETH DID HER
BEST TO COMFORT
OUR GRIEVING FAMILY.

| WISH | couLp JOIN
YOU AT UNIVERSITY,
BUT MY FATHER
WISHES ME TO
WORK IN THE FAMILY 5
BUSINESS. MY FRIEND HENRY WAVED GLOOMY AND STILL
ME OFF TO UNIVERSITY... GRIEVING MY MOTHER.



CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

| BEGAN MY STUDIES IN INGOLSTADT, GERMANY.
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MY PROFESSORS WERE
THE DUSTY OLD BOOKS I'D BEEN READI

— e AR TR Y

VICTOR, | WILL
TELL YOU ABOUT
THE REAL-LIFE
MIRACLES OF

FRANKENSTEIN
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| BECAME OBSESSED
WITH MY STUDIES...

OT ALL ABOUT MY FAMILY IN GENEVA.
EesB W~

LINKNOWN TO MY PROFESSORS, | WAS STEALING AND CUTTING LIP BODIES
FROM GRAVEYARDS TO FIND THE SOURCE OF THEIR LIFE FORCE.
[ S Ui Fi=it

p: couLp |
GIVE LIFE TO
SOMETHING AS




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN
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FRANKENSTEIN

CGREPHIC FiCTioN

My DEAR
FRANKENSTEIN!
How GLAD | At

TO SEE YOU!

ELIZASETH? [

I'VE QUIT MY
JOB, VICTOR. I'M GOING
TO BE A STUDENT LIKE
YOU. BUT, WHAT'S
WRONG?
YOU LOOK SO THIN AND,
!
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| WOKE TO SEE THE < - ’
MONSTER'S HUGE, CLUMSY | RAN FROM THE d | WALKED THE STREETS
HAND REACHING THROUGH HOUSE, MY HEART OF INGOLSTADT, NOT
THE CURTAINS OF My BED. THUMPING WILDLY. DARING TO GO BACK.
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CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

FRANKENSTEIN
T PPN A WY T RN N R O
1

| LAY 8Ick IN BED. HENRY
OH,

ARSI

LOOKED AFTER ME, BUT

COULDN'T LINDERSTAND
SAVE ME! >
SAVE ME!

| FEARED THAT THE CREATURE WAS WITH US IN THE

ROOM, READY TO ATTACK! | FELT THAT THE MONSTER'S
HUGE HANDS WERE AROLIND MY THROAT!

L
| &
AHAHH! = | 1 k . » ‘ .
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MY TROUBLED MIND WAS

HALINTED BY VISIONS OF

| STARTED TO GET BETTER.
THE CREATURE.

HENRY GAVE ME A LETTER
THAT HAD JUST ARRIVED.

WHAT HAS
CAUSED HIS
\ MADNESS?

N
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, VICTOR...

WHATEVER IS

WRONG WITH
you?

| FELL TO THE FLOOR, LNCONSCIOUS.




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR WORK,
VICTOR. WE'RE ALL
VERY IMPRESSED.

THANK YOU,
PROFESSOR.

| MUST LEAVE.
| FEAR SOMETHING
TERRIBLE 18 GOING
TO HAPPEN.

- | CANNOT ¥ |
CROSS THE
MOLNTAINS INTO 7 \
SWITZERLAND LNTIL SR
SPRING COMES. o™= -y
/ o) )
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AT LAST, | BEGAN TO FEEL HEALTHY, STRONG AND CHEERFLIL.
HENRY AND | ENJOYED A WALKING HOLIDAY IN THE HILLS.

o

FRANKENSTEIN

My BROTHER
WILLIAM 18
DEAD!

: He was
MURDERED! )
y
\

- |
BACK IN INGOLSTADT, A z !
ﬁ&TfEDFggM MY FATHER r ‘ :”l’ | 11
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ONE FINE EVENING, THE FAMILY HAD GONE FOR A STROLL IN THE WOQE
ERNEST AND WILLIAM RAN AHEAD, PLAYING HIDE-AND-SEEK.

HAS ANYONE
SEEN WILLIAM? |
CAN'T FIND HIM

ANYWHERE!
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CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

DESPERATELY, THE OTHERS SEARCHED THE WOODS FOR MY BROTHER. ¥
T /

WILLIAM?!
WILLIAM?!

I "'/lll'lst”%!ﬁn“/!

AT DAYBREAK, FATHER
FOUND WILLIAM...

SHE'D LET WILLIAM
WEAR A GOLD LOCKET
WITH A PORTRAIT OF HIS
MOTHER INSIDE. A THIEF
MUST HAVE KILLED HIM
TO STEAL THE LOCKET!

HE HAS BEEN
\ STRANGLED!
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FRANKENSTEIN
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| AM DESTINED
TO BECOME THE MOST
MISERABLE OF HUMAN
BEINGS.

WHO'S THAT
ON THE BANK...
R THE CREATURE?

" WAS IT THE
CREATURE | MADE).
THAT KILLED
WILLIAM?




I pO NOT
KNOW WHAT
YOU MEAN.

CGRBPHIC FiCTioN
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AT DAYBREAK, | HURRIED
TO MY FAMILY HOUSE.
ERNEST, MY BROTHER, |
GREETED ME.
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/00 IN THE WOODS, IN UTTER MISERY.

€ A CREATURE THAT COULD KILL?

GREETINGS
VICTOR! THE
MURDERER HAS NOW
BEEN DISCOVERED.

HOW CAN THAT
BE? HE WAS FREE
LAST NIGHT!

JUSTINE, THE
SERVANT, I8 THE
MURDERER. NO ONE WOULD
BELIEVE IT AT FIRST, AND
EVEN NOW ELIZABETH WILL 4
NOT BE CONVINCED.

FRANKENSTEIN

B
AT THE TRIAL, THE WHOLE TOWN BELIEVED
THAT JUSTINE HAD KILLED WILLIAM.

g
EVERYONE EXCEPT ELIZABETH AND VICTOR. ‘
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JUSTINE CANNOT
BE THE MURDERER. ‘
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CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

| SEARCHED FOR WILLIAM
EEREERERD UNTIL LATE INTO THE NIGH

U

EVENTUALLY | FELL ASLEEP IN A BARN.
BY MORNING, | RETLRNED HOME TO
LEARN THAT WILLIAM WAS DEAD.

g 1
Il ozl = 3
A SERVANT PUT ME TO BED... F_’,'

BUT FOUND THE LOCKET

HIDDEN IN MY CLOTHES.

IER ~nNIER
~‘ BONA

A |
(24

| WAS DEVASTATED. y
LA —

| SWEAR | DON'T kKNOW
HOW IT 6OT THERE!

X4

L]
| BELIEVE IN
HER PERFECT
INNOCENCE.

FRANKENSTEIN
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K AFTERWARDS, | SPENT HOLIRS IN MY BOAT, ALONE,
TORMENTED BY FEELINGS OF GUILT AND SHAME. ! e
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| HAVE COMMITTED EVIL
DEEDS BEYOND DESCRIPTION.
SHOULD | END MY LIFE BY
PLUNGING INTO THIS LAKE?
How | WISH | COULD KILL THAT
CREATURE!
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CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

REACTION. ALL MEN HA

THE WRETCHED AND | AM
MISERABLE BEYOND ALL
LIVING THINGS!

N
THE TORTURES OF
HELL ARE TOO MILD A
SENTENCE FOR YOUR
CRIMES!

TS

!
o8
»

yoIlNe2atale Vil IS
THE FAMILY WENT TO OLUR HOUSE IN THE HOPING THAT EXERCISE
MOLINTAINS. | SET OFF WALKING ALONE... WOULD CLEAR MY MIND. S

-a /i
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ACROSS THE GLACIER, |
SPIED A FEARSOME FIGLIRE.

P J-1a8] ]

IF ONLY Yo
HAD LOVED AND
2 : CARED FOR ME, | TOO
E,..-. gl [ p BENEVOLENT WO“;&”QX;EO e
ZA\ . AND GOOD; IT IS THE .
r4 > MISERY CAUSED BY YOUR
AN Do you REMEMBER
WVAd

DARE APPROACH THAT | AM YOUR LNKINDNESS THAT
Mme? ; CREATLIRE. HAS MADE ME

TOWARDS ME! A FIEND.

BEGONE! OR
STAY 8O | may OH, IF ONLY |
TRAMPLE YOU TO COULD RESTORE THE
pusTt! VICTIMS OF YOUR
DIABOLICAL CRIMES!

generated on Tu



CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

FRANKENSTEIN

GET AWAY
OM OLR VILLAGE,

| DECIDED TO
STAY AWAY
FROM HUMANS.

THEN | FOLND A VILLAGE.
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| BEGAN TO LINDERSTAND s=

MY SURROLINDINGS. -

ffl | CAME LIPON A COTTAGE.
A7z -

PEERED INTO THE COTTAGE.
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| LEARNED TO COOK.

BIRD SONG... §~




FRANKENSTEIN

o B oy e i v @ B
| WAS SO LONELY, 7
AND WANTED / g i Al
FRIENDS TO /
SHARE MY LIFE. | Q)
DECIDED TO ASK [~
THE OLD MAN 7 : >

FOR HELP. HE i > 2 N
ONE DAY, A BEAUTIFUL

| WAS BLIND, SO =g PP
MY LOOKS WOLLLD|
NOT SCARE HIM. E &
STRANGER CALLED ,.

SAFIE ARRIVED. SHE = <,
| v

CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

WILL
YOU BE MY
FRIEND? | AM AN
OUTCAST, ALL
ALONE.
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WAS THE DAUGHTER OF

A MUSLIM MERCHANT

THAT THE YOUNG MAN /
J"‘

| SECRETLY COLLECTED WOOD
FOR THEIR FIRE TO HELP THEM|

HAD HELPED YEARS

| AGO, IN FRANCE. Il ! P
3 RO yE R J O"’lb Eb-

" GREAT GOD!
WHO ARE YOLI?

i
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AL

THEY TREAT ME
SO CRUELLY?,

HIDDEN IN MY PIGSTY,
| TOO LISTENED AND | FOUND YOUR
LEARNED. SOON | couLb NOTEBOOK IN THE
SPEAK AND READ VERY COAT I'D TAKEN
WELL.

N

THEY DROVE ME AWAY.

IT RECORDED HOW
YOU DESIGNED ME,

CREATED ME AND
FROM YOLR STUDY. HATED Me!
TN -

o




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

| DECLARE
WAR ON ALL HUMANS
W\ FOR ABANDONING ME!

FRANKENSTEIN

a5

7//7//);51,111

A ONe DAy, 1 5w A
CHILD DROWNING...

7HELP!) /7—//
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\ | HID FOR WEEKS IN
DREADFLL PAIN, FILLED

WITH BURNING ANGER.



CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

THIS I8 | CANNOT LIVE | PROMISE WE
TERRIBLE! ALONE. YOU MUST WILL LIVE TOGETHER
CREATE A FEMALE FAR AWAY. IN SOME
CREATURE TO BE MY WILD, EMPTY LAND,
WHERE WE WILL HARM

SN

. -
]
N

80 | TOOK REVENGE ON
% U FOR CREATING ME...

I Sy

Doir,or 1
WILL HAVE MY
REVENGE! PLEASE...
ANOTHER GRANT MY REQUEST,
CREATURE LIKE AND WE WILL LIVE
You? Never! HARMLESS, HAPPY
LIVES, ALONE. <

=0 £
al i\ % 23

| REACHED THE WOODS NEAR YOUR HOME AND SAW

A BOY PLAYING. | LEARNED HE WAS YOLR BROTHER.

| FOUND JUSTINE ASLEEP

IN A BARN. SHE WAS \ g ALRIGHT...
BEAUTIFUL BUT | KNEW BUT YOU MUST LEAVE
8HE WOLLD NOT LOVE ELIROPE AND LIVE ALONE IN
ME. 80 | PUNISHED HER A PLACE WHERE THERE
BY HIDING THE LOCKET IN ARE NO PEOPLE.

HER DRESS SO PEOPLE

WOULD THINK SHE

MURDERED THE BOY!




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

WHAT /
SHOULD | po? \\\iE ¥4
SHOULD | GRANT
THE CREATLRE'S
WISH... OR KILL [

MYSELF? A

ENRY TRAVELLED WITH ME AROUND BRITAIN, BUT MY THOUGHTS WERE ELSEWHERE.

DV/1 - Se— ]

‘ SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS

IT 18 TIME
THAT YOU AND
ELIZABETH WERE
MARRIED.
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| CANNOT 8€
euzfé’;?m;ﬂ Ive FATHER... | LOVE : HENRY, 60 AND
MADE A MATE FOR THIS ELIZABETH AND | DO SEE MORE OF SCOTLAND.
CREATURE AND MADE WANT TO MARRY HER. BT | MUST BE ALONE HERE iy timtiiees
: | MUST 60 TO ENGLAND ) AR
SURE MY FAMILY \ FOR A MONTH OR THO TO MR
P TO CONTINLE MY STUDIES prrstilasiy SN )
S : WORK.

7
S\

20

>
==
v

T
S

i
4(( <



CGREPHIC FICTioN FRANKENSTEIN

YOU DARE
TO BREAK YOUR
PROMISE!

WHAT 18
THAT AT THE

CREATURE ON THE WINDOW?

L7 ol
=N —)

(=Yoo L1} =10

Goop Gop! \ (==
No... [ CAN'T DO lT , ¢
|

| CANNOT CREATE

ANOTHER =

MONSTER! £ &
> /.

=

| CAN make
YOUR LIFE A
MISERY IF YOU
REFUSE!

NEVER WILL |
MAKE ANOTHER
CREATURE LIKE
YOURSELF!

e ToRd Py




CRBPHIC FICTiON ' ) ( FRANKENSTEIN
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WILL THIS
STORM BRING
AN END TO ME?

| AWOKE TO FIND MYSELF AT
THE HEART OF A RAGING STORM.




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

THE STORM DIED DOWN... AND | SIGHTED LAND. [ 2y
ON iN!
JINY

YOU'RE IN <
IRELAND! AND YOU'RE
B LNDER ARREST FOR
MURDER!

| 50> o svoee | SONNER

WE FOUND A
YOUNG MAN'S BODY
ON THE SHORE LAST
NIGHT. HE WAS NOT
DROWNED, BUT STRANGLED!
WE SAW A BOAT SAILING

AWAY, AND IT LOOKED
LIKE YOLRS!

AM [7 WHAT'S
GOING ON?

;ﬁ\\\\\ i

DEATH,

TOO?

SIS NI

) WHERE | BECAME ILL FOR TWO MONTHS.

I wisH |
WERE DEAD. | FEEL
SUCH MISERY AND
HORROR.

WHAT PO LET Me see
YOU HAVE TO SAY THE BODY...
ABOUT THE DEATH OF A -
MAN WHO WAS FOUND
MURDERED HERE LAST
NIGHT?




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

FATHER! YOU ARE
1 SAFE. WHAT ABOUT
A., l ELIZABETH - AND

>\ ERNEST?
/ N
(NIE 4‘@\\“@
| il

AT LAST, | M
RELEASED.

[/ 0 \} /
: Q

My FATHER AND | TRAVELLED SLOWLY BACK TO GENEVA. %
A V27 TN T T2 RN SN =R K

VICTOR -
WHAT ARE YOU

WILLIAM, JUSTINE e
; 6!
AND HENRY ARE m ) SAYING?
AL MY FAULT, =),

FRANKENSTEIN

| PROMISE ALL
WILL BE WELL...
TOMORROW.

i
=
:

| AM STILL
80 FEARFUL OF
WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN

TONIGHT.
5

.

BACK IN GENEVA, ELIZABETH AND | WERE MARRIED.

, :
X -j__-fi
THEN WE SAILED AWAY TO
START OLUR HONEYMOON.

cewmre

WE LEFT THE BOAT
TO SPEND THE
NIGHT IN A HOTEL.




FRANKENSTEIN

CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

— 'L BE WITH

YOU ONCE I'VE
PLEASE STAY CHECKED THE
IN OUR ROOM.

NO sleN OF
THE CREATURE
ANYWHERE...

| SEARCHED THE HOTEL.




CGREPHIC FICTiON FRANKENSTEIN

;&Ef 2

HE NOW GONE TO A
BROTHER? | RUSHED BACK TO GENEVA.

THE SHOCK OF ELIZABETH'S

MURDER KILLED MY FATHER.

w '5%3 ? . 7|
\

”

R

| musT
REVENGE YOUR
| DEATHS... | WILL TRACK
DOWN AND KILL THIS
CREATURE MYSELF!

LEFT TO
TAUNT ME!

)

=T am
SATISFIED
Now!




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN

I | FOLLOWED THE MONSTER’S TRAIL NORTH, THROUGH SNOW AND ICE. ’

0'\

FRANKENSTEIN

HE I8! | CAN
_ SEE HIM!

AND THAT
IS HOW | CAME
TO BE HERE.

SWEAR TO LEARN FROM MY
ME, CAPTAIN, THAT MISTAKES, CAPTAIN
YOU WILL NOT LET THE WALTON. Seek
CREATURE ESCAPE. ONLY HAPPINESS IN
TRANQUILLITY...

MY STORY 18
AT AN END. | CAN M'
FEEL THAT | AM /

el [ | ‘ Il’l‘-l-

CLOSE TO DEATH.




CGRBPHIC FiCTioN FRANKENSTEIN

| THOUGHT THAT
WAS THE END OF THIS %

STRANGE STORY, DEAR SISTER, \
BUT AT MIDNIGHT | RETLRNED
TO FRANKENSTEIN'S CABIN TO
FIND THE CREATURE KNEELING

OVER HIS BODY. IT WAS 8O
FRIGHTFUL | CANNOT PUT IT

INTO WORDS!

SOON MY
SPIRIT WILL SLEEP
IN PEACE. FAREWELL,

| AM BELIEVE ME, YOU FRANKENSTEIN!
TRULY SORRY CANNOT HAVE HATED ME
FOR WHAT I'VE AS MUCH AS | HATE
DONE. MYSELF. NOW ALL THAT

IS LEFT FOR ME TO DO IS

DESTROY MYSELF AND END

MY SLIFFERING.

I, T00,
WILL BURN ON
MY MASTER'S
FLINERAL PYREL



BiOGRAPHY OF MRARY SHELLEY

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT GODWIN WAS BORN
IN LONDON, ENGLAND ON 30TH ALGUST, 1797.
HER PARENTS WERE WELL-KNOWN WRITERS
WITH PROGRESSIVE, SHOCKING IDEAS. HER
MOTHER,-MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT, WROTE A
FAMOUS BOOK DEMANDING EQUAL RIGHTS FOR
WOMEN. HER FATHER, WILLIAM GODWIN, WAS
A JOURNALIST WHO BELIEVED THAT ENGLAND

NEEDED A REVOLUTION.
5|l

SN

TRAGICALLY, HER MOTHER DIED WHEN MARY WAS
ONLY TEN DAYS OLD. GODWIN, HER FATHER, WAS
TOO BUSY TO LOOK AFTER YOLNG CHILDREN, OR
SHOW THEM MUCH AFFECTION. 80, TO CARE FOR
MARY AND HER HALF-SISTER FANNY, HE MARRIED
AGAIN. MARY DID NOT LIKE HER STEPMOTHER,
AND HATED HER.NEW-STERSISTER, JANE (KNOWN
AS CLAIRE) CLAIRMONT.

ALTHOUGH HE WAS A COLD, DISTANT FATHER,
GODWIN WAS PROUD OF MARY. SHE WAS AN
INTELLIGENT, THOUGHTFUL CHILD - AND VERY
PRETTY - AND HE ENCOURAGED HER TO READ,
STUDY AND DISCUSS IDEAS WITH THE SCIENTISTS,
WRITERS, ARTISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS WHO
VISITEP|THEIR HOME. HE ALSO LET MARY SPEND.
LONG, HAPPY HOLIDAYS WITH A SCOTTISH FAMILY,
THE BAXTERS.

IN 1812, MARY MET A NEW VISITOR TO HER
FATHER'S HOUSE: THE YOLING, HANDSOME,
REBELLIOUS POET, PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY. TWO
YEARS LATER, MARY AND SHELLEY FELL IN LOVE
AND RAN AWAY TOGETHER, LEAVING SHELLEY'S

PREGNANT WIFE BEHIND. MARY WAS 16, SHELLEY
WAS FIVE YEARS OLDER. THEIR FRIENDS WERE
SHOCKED; GODWIN WAS HORRIFIED AND REFUSED
TO, SPEAK TO MARY FOR A YEAR.

FOR 8IX WEEKS, MARY AND PERCY TRAVELLED
THROUGH ELIROPE - THEN RETURNED HOME IN
DISGRACE, WITH NO MONEY. SHELLEY'S FATHER
WAS RICH - AND A NOBLEMAN - BUT DISAPPROVED
OF SHELLEY'S BEHAVIOUR AND STOPPED HIS
ALLOWANCE. MARY'S FIRST CHILD, A GIRL, WAS
BORN IN 185, BUT SOON DIED. IN A DISTURBING
DREAM, MARY IMAGINED THAT THE CHILD CAME
BACK TO LIFE AGAIN. |IN'JANUARY 1816, MARY HAD
A SONWILLIAM.

SOON AFTERWARD, MARY AND SHELLEY - WITH

BABY WILLIAM AND MARY'S STEPSISTER CLAIRE
= WENT TO STAY IN A LAKESIDE COTTAGEINEAR
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND. THEIR'NEIGHBOLUR

WAS THE BRILLIANT, SCANDALOUS POET, LORD
BYRON. TOGETHER, THEY SPENT A HAPPY SPRING,
WALKING IN THE WOODS, BOATING ON THE

LAKE, READING, TALKING AND WRITING. BUT BY
MIDSUMMER THE WEATHER CHANGED, AND THEY
WERE KEPT INDOORS BY STORMS.

FRANKENSTEIN
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TO PASS THE TIME, BYRON SLIGGESTED THAT
THEY EACH WRITE A GHOST STORY. FOR SOME
DAYS, MARY COULD NOT THINK OF A PLOT. THEN,
LATE ONE NIGHT IN JUNE, IN WHAT SHE CALLED
“A WAKING DREAM’, THE IDEA FOR FRANKENSTEIN
TOOK SHAPE IN HER HEAD. (SHE BEGAN TO WRITE.

IN SEPTEMBER 1816, MARY AND SHELLEY
RETURNED TO ENGLAND. IN DECEMBER,
SHELLEY'S WIFE WAS FOLIND DEAD; SOON AFTER,
MARY AND SHELLEY MARRIED. MARY COMPLETED
FRANKENSTEIN ON I4TH MAY, 1817; FOUR
MONTHS LATER, SHE GAVE BIRTH TO A THIRD
CHILD, CLARA.

FRANKENSTEIN WAS PUBLISHED IN JANLARY 1818:

IN MARCH, MARY, SHELLEY AND THEIR CHILDREN
LEFT ENGLAND TO LIVE AND WRITE IN ITALY.
BABY CLARA DIED ON THEIR TRAVELS; WILLIAM
DIED SOON AFTER, IN JUNE 1819. THEIR DEATHS
MADE MARY DEEPLY DEPRESSED, BUT SHE STILL
KEPT ON WRITING. IN NOVEMBER 1819 SHE GAVE
BIRTH TO HER LAST CHILD, A BOY NAMED PERCY

FLORENCE (AFTER HIS FATHER, PERCY SHELLEY,
AND THE ITALIAN CITY OF FLORENCE, WHERE HE
WAS BORN).

FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS, MARY AND SHELLEY
LIVED HAPPILY - AND BUSILY - WRITING,
EXPLORING ANCIENT MONUMENTS, AND VISITING
FRIENDS: THEN, IN EARLY JULY 18225 SHELLEY
SET OFF BY BOAT TO MEET VISITORS FROM
ENGLAND. A STORM BLEW IN, THE BOAT WAS
WRECKED AND SHELLEY DROWNED. HE WAS 29;
MARY WAS 24.

MARY WAS HEARTBROKEN AND VOWED NEVER TO
MARRY AGAIN. FOR THE REST OF HER LIFE SHE -

DEVOTED HERSELF TO PRESERVING SHELLEY'S
MEMORY AND LOOKING AFTER -THEIR PRECIOUS
CHILD, PERCY FLORENCE.

SHe STAYED IN ITALY UNTIL THE END OF 1823,
THEN RETURNED TO LONDON. THERE, TO EARN
MONEY, SHE WROTE AN ASTONISHING NUMBER OF
ARTICLES FOR LITERARY, POLITICAL AND POPULAR
MAGAZINES, BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS WRITERS
AND THINKERS, AND SEVERAL NOVELS. SHE ALSO
EDITED-SHELLEY'S POEMS AND WROTE HIS. LIFE
STORY - ALTHOUGH HIS FATHER TRIED-TO-HAVE
THE BOOK BANNED.

SHE REMAINED CLOSE TO PERCY FLORENCE,
WHO SURVIVED TO APULTHOOD - AND ENJOYED
ADVENTUROUS FOREIGN HOLIDAYS WITH HIM AND
HIS FRIENDS. MARY DIED IN 1851, AT AGE 53.




THE LOONDERS OF SCiENCE

1. FOR MUCH OF HER LIFE, MARY SHELLEY WAS
SURROLINDED BY BRILLIANT, FAMOUS PEOPLE.
THEY ADMIRED BOLD, HEROIC ACTIONS, AND
SOMETIMES.IGNORED THE RULES OF NORMAL,
GOOD. BEHAVIOUR. THEY WERE PASSIONATELY, WISDOM AND SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO!
INTERESTED IN DARING EXPERIMENTS AND WILD CARE FOR IT OR CONTROL IT. INSTEAD, HE RUNS
NEW IDEAS. AWAY AND TRIES TO FORGET ABOUT IT. MARY

DOES NOT CONDEMN VICTOR, OR PRAISE HIM.
(i,
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SHE LEAVES HER READERS TO DECIDE WHETHER
VICTOR'S ACTIONS ARE GOOD OR BAD. SHE
|
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MAKES US THINK!
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2. MARY SHARED MANY OF THESE PASSIONS.
SHE WAS ALSO KEENLY INTERESTED IN SCIENCE
AND PHILOSOPHY. BUT, MORE CLEARLY THAN HER
COMPANIONS, SHE REALISED THE DAMAGE . THAT
WILD EXPERIMENTS AND REVOLUTIONS MIGHT
DO. IN PARTICULAR, SHE WORRIED ABOUT THE
IMPACT OF THOUGHTLESS,

LNCONTROLLED DISCOVERIES AND INVENTIONS.

3. MARY'S CONCERNS ARE CLEAR IN THE
STORY OF FRANKENSTEIN. YOUNG VICTOR USES
HIS INTELLIGENCE TO MAKE A NEW, LIVING
CREATURE. BUT HE LACKS THE KNOWLEDGE,,

4, TODAY, SOME PEOPLE HAVE SIMILAR WORRIES
ABOUT THE LINCONTROLLED DEVELOPMENT OF
MEDICINE, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. THEY
USE THE STORY OF FRANKENSTEIN TO DRAW
ATTENTION TO THEIR FEARS. THEY DESCRIBE
POLLUTING MACHINES AND HARD-TO-KILL GERMS
et o 3 "MONSTERS' AND GENETICALLY MODIFIED
INIER (249)) CROPS AS 'FRANKENSTEIN FOODS'!

80, IN SOME WAYS, MARY'S BOOK IS AS LP TO
DATE NOW AS IT WAS WHEN SHE WROTE IT MORE
THAN 200 YEARS AGO.

SUBLImE SCENERY

LIKE MANY WRITERS OF HER TIME, MARY
SHELLEY BELIEVED THAT LANDSCAPE HAD THE
POWER TO MOULD PEOPLE’S CHARACTERS AND
INFLUENCE THEIR.ACTIONS. IN PARTICULAR,
HUGE, BEAUTIFLIL-LAKES AND MOLINTAINS, LIKE
THOSE OF FRANKENSTEIN'S SWITZERLAND,
COULD RAISE HUMAN THOUGHTS TO A ‘SUBLIME

(SUPERHUMAN) LEVEL, AND BRING THEM NEARER
TO GOP. IN HER BOOKS, MARY SHELLEY ALSO
LSED LANDSCAPE, NATURAL EVENTS SUCH AS
STORMS,-AND BLEAK, DANGEROUS LOCATIONS,
SUCH'AS THE ARCTIC, TO MIRROR STATES

OF EXCITEMENT, TERROR OR MISERY IN HER
CHARACTERS MINDS.




OTHER BODKS BY MARY SHELLEY

1817

HISTORY OF A SIX WEEKS’ TOUR, THE STORY
OF MARY'S TRAVELS WHEN SHE FIRST RAN AWAY
WITH PERCY.SHELLEY.

1819
MATHILDA, A SHORT NOVEL ABOUT FATHERS AND
DAUGHTERS.

1823
VALPERGA, A DRAMATIC, ROMANTIC NOVEL, SET
IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY.

ALY L

1820

THE FORTUNES OF PERKIN WARBECK, A
HISTORICAL NOVEL ABOUT A ISTH-CENTURY
PRETENDER TO THE ENGLISH THRONE.

1835

LODORE, A NOVEL FEATURING A"HERO WHO
BREAKS SOCIETY'S RULES. BASED ON ELEMENTS
OF PERCY SHELLEY'S CHARACTER AND LIFE
STORY.

1835-1839

BIOGRAPHIES OF IMPORTANT ELIROPEAN WRITERS
AND THINKERS, FOR LARDNER'S CABINET
CYCLOPAEDIA (THAT (IS BRIEF ENCYCLOPEDIA).

1837

FALKNER, MARY SHELLEY'S LAST NOVEL. ALSO
BASED IN PART ON THE LIFE AND IDEAS OF
MARY'S LATE HUSBAND, PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

1824 1839

FRANKENSTEIN MOViES

MARY SHELLEY'S NOVEL GRIPPED THE PLBLIC
IMAGINATION AS SOON AS IT APPEARED. WITHIN
JUST FIVE YEARS (1823), IT HAD BEEN TLRNED
INTO A STAGE PLAY.-MARY WENT TO SEE IT,
BUT(COMMENTED-THAT ‘THE STORY WAS NOT
WELL MANAGED'. BY 1826, FIFTEEN DIFFERENT
STAGE VERSIONS OF FRANKENSTEIN WERE
BEING PERFORMED. ALL OF THEM CHANGED
THE THOUGHT-PROVOKING ‘MESSAGE’ OF
MARY'S BOOK. FRANKENSTEIN BECAME EITHER
A SIMPLIFIED STORY OF 6OOD VERSUS EVIL,
OR ELSE A DRAMATIC “SHOCKER’, FULL OF
THOUGHTLESS, BRUTAL VIOLENCE.

WHEN MOVIES WERE INVENTED, IN THE LATE
19TH CENTURY, FRANKENSTEIN APPEALED

TO MOVIEMAKERS AS WELL. THE FIRST
FRANKENSTEIN MOVIE WAS MADE IN 1910. IT
WAS SHORT, SILENT AND IN BLACK AND-WHITE.
SINCE THEN, OVER 800 MOVIE VERSIONS OF
THE FRANKENSTEIN STORY HAVE APPEARED.
SOME PRESENT VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN AS A
MAD SCIENTIST, DRIVEN BY RUTHLESS AMBITION
TO CREATE LIFE, EVEN IF IT DESTROYS THE
WORLD. OTHERS PORTRAY THE CREATLIRE AS
MINDLESS, DESTRUCTIVE - AND PROGRAMMED

WELL-KNOWN IMAGE OF THE CREATLIRE WITH
FLAT HEAD AND BOLTS THROUGH THE NECK.

195%:_THE, CLIRSE OF FRANKENSTEIN (LK)
AHAMMER HORROR MOVIE STARRING
CHARISMATIC PETER CUSHING AS EVIL SCIENTIST
VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN AND CHRISTOPHER LEE
A8 THE CREATLIRE.

1974: YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN (USA)

A SPOOF, DIRECTED BY MEL BROOKS, IN WHICH
VICTOR FRANKENSTEIN'S GRANDSON CREATES A
PARTICULARLY STUPID MONSTER.

1994: MARY SHELLEY'S FRANKENSTEIN (LK)
DIRECTED BY KENNETH BRANAGH, WITH ROBERT
DE NIRO AS THE CREATURE, THIS MOVIE KEEPS
A LITTLE CLOSER TO THE ORIGINAL STORY THAN
MOST OTHER VERSIONS.

OTHER FAMOUS MOVIES ABOUT MAN-MADE
MONSTERS INCLUDE:

1923:" METROPOLIS (GERMANY)

MIXES FRANKENSTEIN, SCIENCE FICTION AND
POLITICS. FEATURES A VILLAINOUS ROBOT WHO
IMPERSONATES THE FEMALE LEADER OF A
REBELLION BY THE OPPRESSED WORKERS.

1982: BLAPE RUNNER (USA)

SET IN THE FUTLRE, WHEN MAN-MADE ROBOTS
ARE HUNTED DOWN. STARS ACTION HERO
HARRISON FORD:

198%: RoBocop (USA)
VERY VIOLENT SATIRE. FEATURES A CYBORG
PROTAGONIST, HALF-MAN, HALF-MACHINE.

POSTHUMOUS POEMS (AN EDITION OF POEMS
THAT PERCY-SHELLEY LEFT UNPUBLISHED WHEN
HE DIED):

1824-1839
VERY MANY MAGAZINE ARTICLES.

1820

THE LAST MAN, A NOVEL SET IN THE ZIST CEN-
TURY. THE STORY OF THE ONLY MAN TO SLRVIVE
A WORLD EPIDEMIC.

o)

MARY EDITS PERCY SHELLEY'S POETICAL
WORKS, AND ADDS DETAILS OF HIS LIFE STORY.
ALSO EDITS SHELLEY'S E554YS, LETTERS ANP
TRANSLATIONS.

1844

RAMBLES IN GERMANY AND ITALY, THE STORY
OF MARY'S ELIROPEAN TRAVELS WITH PERCY
FLORENCE, HER SON.

TO KILL. THEY GLORY IN SCENES OF BLOODSHED
AND SUFFERING.

INSPITE OF THIS, A FEW FRANKENSTEIN MOVIES
HAVE WON PRAISE AS WORKS OF ART AND
ENTERTAINMENT IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. THEY
INCLUDE:

1921: FRANKENSTEIN (USA)
STARS BORIS KARLOFF AS A SPEECHLESS
VERSION OF THE MONSTER. INTRODLICES THE \







