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INUENTIONS, IDEAS & UPROARS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD




GHY LIBERATION
MOLEMENT

The Stonewall Inn was a popular bar in Greenwich
Village, in New York City, US. It wasn’t fancy but
it was a place where gay. lesbian and transgender
people could meet and socialise safely. Then, in the
small hours of 8 June 1969, it became then centre
of a series of explosive riots between the LGBTQ
community and police that marked a turning point -
— the beginning of a revolution.
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THE ROAD TO REUOLUTION

The first half of the 20th century was a difficult.time for
LGBTQ people in many parts;of the.world. Many societies
had decided that anyone who wasn't straight was wrong,
and acting on any other sexual orientation made you
a criminal. The Nazis, for example, sent anyone
suspected of being LGBTQ to concentration camps.

In the US, being gay was illegal and if found out, you could

lose your job, be rejected by your family, be sent to jail or
even be beaten up in public. ‘Queer’ and ‘gay’ were also
widely used as insults. Keeping your sexual orientation

secret out of fear.was known as being ‘in the closet’.
Butinithe second half of the century, people began.
to ask if it was time to come out.
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many people fiercely disapproved
of homosexuality, while others were
looking for ways to change their
minds. Sometimes it felt as if the
march towards progress was one
step forwards and one step back.
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1953 - President Eisenhower banned homosexuals
from working for the federal government.
Thousands of workers lost their jobs.

1952 - Homosexuality was classified as a mental
disorder by the American Psychiatric Association.

1955 - The Daughters of Bilitis was formed. Starting
as a safe place for lesbians to meet and dance, it went
on to become the first lesbian rights group in the US.

1961 - The Rejected was the
first TV documentary about
homosexudlity to air in the

US. Even though some of the

experts interviewed stated that
homosexuality was not criminal,
the programme promoted the
message that it was a deeply
troubling problem

RADICAL RESTLESSNESS

As the 1960s continued, restlessness grew. Waves

of protests against discrimination of all kinds swept
across the US. In the fight for gay rights, different
groups of LGBTQ people focused on different aspects
of their struggle. That wasn’t surprising - a young
black working-class lesbian from the countryside
experienced discrimination differently to a middle-aged
white gay man from the city. Each individual person

is a combination of many things, not just sexual identity.
They are different ages, genders and ethnicities; have
different levels of schooling and money; come from
different cultures and religions - so their experiences
aren’t all the same. The overarching name for these
LGBTQ rights groups was the Gay Liberation
Movement. and together, they were ready for change.
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The Gay Liberation Movement in the US petered out in the 1980s,
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1978 - Proposition 6 was
put forward in California,
banning gay people or
anyone who supported
their rights from teaching
in schools. It attracted a
lot of attention in the US
and worldwide. Ultimately,
Proposition 6 was defeated.
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EAST INDIA COMPANY

In 1600, the British East India Company was formed
to trade for goods from India and Southeast Asia, but
it was more than a business. Over the next 200 years,
it seized control of vast areas of the subcontinent. As

SELF RULE FOR INDIA

India is huge - so huge that it is often referred to as
a subcontinent. The story of this vast and varied part
of the world has been one of invasion, conquest and
the fight for freedom. During the 20th century, this
struggle reached a boiling point, and the nation would

turn a corner from which it could never go back.

the Mughals lost power, the company used bribes and
threats to influence the situation, pitting one state against
another. Private armies enforced its control. India was
changed from a maker of high-quality goods to a producer
of things to suit the British.
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5. India became a home to many faiths and
was the birthplace of four major religions.
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6. Between the 1st and 17th centuries, India was extremely wealthy. It was
a land of many different princely states, often at war with each other.

Hinduism
(eraund 2000 sce STRUGGLES WITHIN INDIA
Buddhism Meanwhile, thousands of workers died building railroads

(around 500 BCE) and canals in the subcontinent, which would allow the
British'tofove troops around quickly and get goods to

ports to be exported. Indians were forced to grow crops

like tea instead of food. Devastating famines followed and
continued throughout Britain’s rule. The 1770 Bengal famine

Islam also arrived
around 700 CE

Sikhism is thought to have caused 10 million people to starve to
(around 1500 cE) death - one quarter of the Bengal population.
Jainism

In 1858, the British government took over from the East
India Company. Their control of the subcontinent was called
the British raj. In Hindi, ‘raj’ means ‘rule’ or ‘kingdom’ ‘Swaraj’
on'the other hand means ‘self-rule’ - independenice from the
British invaders — something Indians longed for.

(around 500 BCE)

Christianity arrived

el e 7. During this time, in the 15005, the Mughals became powerful rulers

in the sub i creating an ly prosp: Muslim empire.
But things were about to change . . .
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TARING FROM INDIA

The British saw themselves as the owners of India and
the Indian people as there to serve them. They thought
they could take what they wanted, and they did.
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in British factories, which was
then traded in Europe for materials
neededin the Industrial Revolution.
It was also traded with Britain's »
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the Empire’s control. S




BRITISH RAJ vs SWARAJ
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A major uprising was launched ugoins;
the British in northern and central India
in 1857. The British saw it as a challenge to

their authority and called it “The Indian Mutiny".

The Indians called it
‘The Great Rebellion’.
They saw it as a fight for freedom.

When the British defeated the rebellion, they
inflicted heavy punishments in response.

In 1885, a political party called
the Indian National Congress was formed
Tllxey wanted to work with the British ;
to give Indians more say in their country,

They were mostly ignored.

Swaraj’ to describe their goal for India. In the
same year, the Muslim League was formed
to put forward Muslims’ concerns,
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In 1906, the Indian National Congress first used
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The British Rqj

encouraged distrust ‘\ N
between Muslims and /
Hindus. They used this e L
to their advantage in
politics, weakening the

Mahatma Gandhi

Swaraj movement by
splitting it up. Three
leaders emerged,
each with a different

organised non-violent
protests across India and

formed the Quit India
Movement, calling for the

British to leave India
to decide its own future.

approach to Swaraj.

THE TIPPING POINT

During the upheaval of World War Il, attitudes were
changing. Colonial empires were being questioned.
Gandhi’s Quit India Movement gained the support
of more and more Indian citizens, and the war

left Britain so weak that they could no longer
control India. Their time exploiting the
subcontinent was nearing its end.

PARTITION

Jawaharlal Nehru
president of the Indian
National Congress. wanted
an independent India to be
a secular state where religion
and politics were separate,
and peaple were united.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and the Muslim League’s
version of Swaraj called for
a separate Muslim homeland.
They worried their voices
wouldn’t be heard in an
independent India where
the majority were Hindu.

On 15 August 1947, Nehru, the first Prime Minister of
independent India, made an announcement

‘At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world

Lord Mountbatten, the Viceroy of India, oversaw India’s independence. He
doubted thatMuslims and Hindus could live peacefully togethiér)Responding
to denands from the Muslim League, he decided partition'Was best way
forwards — dividing the subcontinent into the countries of India, Pakistan

and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

On both sides of the new borders, people were driven from their homes.
Lines of refugees trudged in both directions. Extremists, both Muslim and
Hindu, emerged and violence exploded. More than one million people were
killed. India’s revolution had ended, but not in the way that many hoped for.

For others, partition seemed the only way forwards. A new chapter in the

subcontinent’s story had begun.

for up-to-date previews and information.

sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom.”




