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To Xena, our much-missed cat. - S.D.

For Maria and Raquel and special thanks to
Ventura and Cairo Comix. - N.T.
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Beneath the scorching desert sands of Egypt
lie ancient tombs whose walls are covered in

paintings. These glorious pictures provide us with
information about everyday life in Ancient Egypt,

and about the people who told and retold
the myths in this book.
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The ancient Egyptians lived thousands
of years ago along the banks of the
River Nile in North Africa. They were
very clever people, skilled in maths,
medicine, art and astronomy. Ancient
Egypt was ruled by kings and queens
called pharaohs, who the Egyptians
believed were representatives of
the gods themselves. This ancient
civilization left behind many! clues
about their way of life, from giant
temples and pyramids to statues,
paintings and picture writings called
hieroglyphics. These writings include
some of the oldest and most exciting
stories ever told - fantastical tales of
gods, goddesses, magic, monsters and
pharaohs. We callthese epic stories
the ‘ancient Egyptian myths.
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The ancient Egyptians were very hard workers.

Many were farmers, working in fields along
the banks of the River Nile and looking after
their livestock. Once a year, while their fields

were flooded with water from the Nile, the
farmers worked on special projects for their

pharaohs, building glorious pyramids and
temples in their.honour,

At home, the ancient Egyptians enjoyed relaxing
with their families. They kept cats and dogs
in their houses and gave them names, just like
we do. They ate, drank, danced, played board
games, listened to music and told each other
stories. One of the most important stories the
ancient Egyptians told was about how the
world.was first creqted...




THE CREATION STORY

A creation myth is a story about how the world began. Ancient civilizations
had all sorts of weird and wonderful creation myths, and the Egyptians
had four of them! This is the oldest (and craziest) story.

"

In the beginning, there was nothing but watery
darkness called the Nu. Floating in the Nu were the
seeds of everything that would one ist.

[ZEE IR gi)

Also floating in the Nu was Atum, Lord of
the Universe.

Amagical
mound!
Tl coll it
“dry around.

Geb and Nut had four children: two gods, Osiris and
Seth, and two goddesses, Isis and Nepthys.
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But as Re got older, the humans got mean.

-and they made fun of Re for being
They started doing evil deeds.. old and weak.

In the meantime, Re carried on creating. He made gods, goddesses, animals, plants,
and a marvellous river called the Nile. He ruled on Earth as king of all creation, and
for a while, everything was perfect.

Re was furious with the humans. With one terrible
glance, he created Sekhmet the Destroyer, the
fiercest goddess you can imagine. Humans had

Re's condles cost more

been created out of Re's eye, and now he would
use the power of his eye to destroy them.

than his birthday cake!

The moment Atum dragged himself out of
the Nu, he became the sun god Re. Although,
confusingly enough, he was also still Atum.

Re sneezed, and out of his mouth came Shu
(the god of the air) and Tefnut (the goddess
of the rain).

Tefnut and Shu went off exploring, but Re
felt very lonely without his children. When
they finally returned, he began to we

When youre Re,
evergdayisa
weak day!

No, it's ‘Tefnut!
and 'Shul.

Tefnut and Shu created two gods of their own: Geb (the god of the earth) and Nut (the
goddess of the sky). Geb and Nut were very affectionate. They spent most of their time
cuddling each other, which Re strongly disapproved of.

Right, T'm separating
that's it/ you two!

Re took charge. He positioned Nut high
above everything...

evel

up th .and added Shu,
the god of the air,
between them hoth.
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Sekhmet rampaged throughout the land, killing the humans and drinking
their blood. Re's heart was filled with pity, but he was powerless to
stop the rage of Sekhmet. Suddenly, he had an idea.
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Re decided he was too old for these shenanigans. With a sigh
of relief he ascended into the heavens and left the younger
gods to rule on Earth.

Goodbye,

Grandpal
We'll miss you!

books.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.

Sekhmet the Destroyer came to a field of blood, and drank it all
up in a horrible frenzy. Except it wasn't blood at all - it was beer!
Almost at once, Sekhmet began to feel tired of her rampage.

Tvebeena Sorvy, humans!
bod kitty, Tlove you, really.

Now the fun can
REALLY begin...
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MEET THE GODS

The ancient Egyptians believed in over a thousand different gods
and goddesses, which were often shown as humans with animal
features. It was believed the gods controlled every aspect of life,

-} from the moy, of the Sun across the ﬁtﬁ e flooding
of theﬁﬁmge are some of th ! !I Rd goddesses

you will meet in this book.
@

@l s “:"

. e ps !‘)‘." AMON was the god of the air, and his
S N name means ‘the hidden one.' He was

AN Sun. He was associated X "6

\‘ \W, usually represented as a man wearing a
\J,‘J'l crown with two vertical plumes.
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with the creation of
the world.
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MAAT was the
goddessof
harmony and
justice. On her
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Ibis-headed THOTH was the god
of wisdom and writing. He was
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occasionally depicted as a dog-
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and the afterlife.
His most important
job was to weigh
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Cat-headed BASTET
was one of Re's
daughters. She was
a fierce warrior
goddess.

they were worthy
to enter the
afterlife.
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Depicted as a falcon or
as a man with a falcon's
head, HORUS was god of

PONNE

NUT was the goddess of
the sky. She was usually
depicted as a woman bent
over Earth with her head
in the west and feet in

Ot

OSIRIS was the ruler
of the world of the
dead. The Egyptians
believed that those
who had lived

good lives would

be rewarded by
joining Osiris in the
afterlife.
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the sky and was k
associated with war

and hunting.
" =
,,) Crocodile god SOBEK was.
Scorpion goddess the god of strength.
SERKET was known for He used his razor-sharp
being skilled in magic teeth to protect the
and healing. A people of Ancient Egypt.
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SETH was the god of chaos and
was associated with violel
storms. He was often depic
as a human with the head of an
animal. But we can't figure out
what animal he's supposed to be!
He's usually shown with a long
snout and long ears.
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B 1616 was the goddess of
healing. As the wife
of Osiris, she was also
of the main deities
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1t was believed that
the flood god HAPI was
responsible for causing the
Nile to flood every year.




SETH

AND OfSIRIS

Osiris was the grandson of Re, the god of the Sun.
He was clever and extremely kind.

When Osiris became king of Egypt, he ruled fairly and wisely. He taught the people of
Egypt how to grow barley and grapes, and how to make things out of copper.

Myeot is
gomg to
love this!

Osiris loved to travel. He went all over the world,
singing songs and making friends.
—

e
gently down
the stream.

£ you see a crocodie,
don't forget +o scream!

Whenever Osiris went off travelling, Queen Isis ruled Egypt in his place. She taught
people how to make barley into bread and grapes into wine.

Not 4o bad -
but perhaps
wash your feet
ext time..

One night, Osiris's brother Seth threw a party in honour
of Osiris. The palace was full of guests, musicians,
dancers, jugglers and fire-breathers.
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Isis went to bed at midnight, but Seth persuaded Osiris to stay for one last gai

Seth clicked his fingers and six servants entered, carrying a beautiful chest.

The chest was made of cedar wood from Lebanon and ebony
from the Land of Punt. It was decorated with emeralds, rubies,

obsidian, carnelian, garnet and lapis lazuli. It was the most I
beautiful object Osiris had ever laid eyes on. y - <
(
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Seth proposed a challenge. The exquisite chest would be awarded to whoever who could fit inside it most
perfectly! One by one, the guests climbed into the chest and tried to lie down.

After many failed attempts, Osiris decided to have
a go himself. He lay down in the chest and it fitted

him perfectly. 7
o youmean
] y COFFIN/
The chest
is mine/
—

QOO T

Seth had always been jealous of Osiris’s power and popularity. He laughed triumphantly as his servants nailed down the lid of the coffin and filled
the cracks with molten lead, so Osirls could not escape. His evil plan had worked!

D

SETH'S EVIL PLAN TO TRAKE THE THRONE...
T

1. Sneak into Osiris's bedroom at
night and measure him from top to
toe, shoulder to shoulder, and ear
to ear while he is sleeping.

2 Pay the finest craftsmen in the
land to make a jewelled chest the
exack size of Osiris. 3, Recruit 72 evil helpers to
help trick Osiris.

umaus e @ waves

4 Buy balloons, cake, sweeties,
a hammer, nails and molten lead.
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Seth's servants carried Osiris's coffin to the River Nile and threw it in. It drifted down the river,

bobbing and whirling, emeralds and rubies glinting in the sun.

waves, until it came to rest beside a tamarisk tree in the Kingdom of Byblos.

Through the mouth of the Nile and out into the sea, the coffin journeyed on, buffeted by wind and tossed by

One day, King Malcander of Byblos heard his servants admiring a mighty tamarisk. He ordered them to fell the tree and
install it as a pillar in his palace. The coffin's epic journey had reached its end.

Queen Isis was beside herself when she heard what Seth had done. She
transformed into a bird and flew the length and breadth of Egypt, searching
for Osiris's coffin. She wanted to give her husband a proper funeral, 5o that
his spirit could pass into the Land of the Dead.

After countless years of searching, Isis heard a rumour that
the coffin was inside a pillar in the palace of Byblos, in Syria.

Byblos? Are

Far away in the city of Byblos, King Malcander and Qu

pillars in the throne room. One day, Qu:
wash the royal clothes.

the new renovations to their palace. They had no idea what was hidden inside one of the
n Astarte sent the servant girls to the river to

n Astarte were very pleased With When they returned, the servant girls looked
strikingly different. No one in the kingdom

had ever thought to braid their hair before!

An old woman
down by the

viver!

Who &id this
o you?

The queen was jealous of the servant girls, so she
sent for the old woman to come and braid her
hair, too.

Going
anywhere
vice on your
holidags?

The queen went to show the King her new hairdo. As soon as she was out of sight, the
old woman transformed into a bird. It was Isis! She took off around the throne room,
searching for her husband's coffin.

Luh.,. Lsiz found i, <he let out a zhrisk <o loud that it shaok the whole palace.

ALEEEEEee

GIVE ME THIS
PILLAR - NOW/

S0,
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King Malcander called for the workmen
who had installed the pillar to come
and uninstall it. They split the pillar
with an axe, and there stood the
coffin of Osiris.

Isis returned to Egypt in Queen Astarte's ship, bringing the coffin with The sisters flew all over Egypt,
her. She sailed up the Nile, all the way to the mysterious Isle of Chemmis. searching for Osiris's body parts.

Isis hoped with all her heart that Osiris might still be alive... Isis hid the coffin in the reeds and went off to fetch her
He was not. sister Nephthys, so t d perform the funeral rituals
6 which would allow Osiris to pass into the afterlif

After a few weeks, they had found all of Osiris's body parts, Anubis, God of the Dead, helped Isis to reassemble her husband and embalm
except for one part, which had fallen into the Nile and been his body.
<eaten by a blowfish...

Unfortunately Seth was on the same island
that day hunting wild boar.

e o

e 3 - ~7 ol ”ti;,‘o‘
1ot B LN e[/ [\
G I RN )

Then Isis used her powerful magic to revive him.

i

Osiris was alive again, but only just - and only for long enough to see
the birth of his son, Horus.

Did T win? Did T Osivis! T's
win? Did T Fit inside your turm to T cant, sorry.
Change his ~ Tm...stil
vagpy! = mostly dead,

Are you

e
So Osiris shuffled off to the afterlife,

As for the baby,
where he ruled over the dead.

Horus, his own story

) was about to begin...
Fearing that Isis might try to bring Osiris back to life, Seth chopped his body When Isis returned to the island, Osiris's body was gone. {
into fourteen pieces and hid them all over Egypt.

\ -
Rica=
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NUT was the goddess
of the sky. She was

often depictedas a -
woman arched over

Geb, the god of the
Earth. The ancient
Egyptians believed

that Nut swallowed

the Sun in the

evening and gave

birth to it again

every morning.

In Ancient Egypt, people’s

lives were full of mystery. No one knew why

the Sun came up every morning and went down
every evening, whether there would be a good
harvest, or how to heal themselves from sickness.

The hot midday Sun was
RE in all his glory, sailing
across the sky. He brought

The ancient life and warmth to the world.

Egyptians believed
that the Sun rising every
morning was RE, appearing
in the form of KHEPRI,
the god of new life.

Victims of sickness or
disease used to recite spells
to the gods, hoping they
would help them to recover.
Others wrote the spells on
charms and amulets and
wore them for protection.

o
The ancient Egyptians believed
that all of their pharaohs were
descended from the god,
Horus. It was quite clever
really - if you were descended
from the gods, people would -
always do what you say!

S
EXPLAINED
= THE OD LD

\

The ancient Egyptian my: i
weren't just stories told enter
children. Before scientific explai
the myths provided ways for peo
understand the world around them.

Every evening, RE
appeared in the
form of the creator
god ATUM.

The River Nile provided

people with water for drinking

and washing. The river was also used to
transport stone for building projects, and
its annual flood ensured fertile land for
growing crops every year. The ancient
Egyptians honoured KHNUM as the
guardian of the river’s source and

HAPI as the god of the flood.

GEB was the god of the
Earth. He was also god
of fertility and farming,
and was associated with
the life cycle of all living
things. It was believed
that Geb produced crops
from his body, and when
he laughed it caused
an earthquake!
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—
Isis adored her baby son, Horus. She had
never imagined that it was possible to feel

this much love.

Unfortunately, King Seth saw Horus as
a rival for the throne and wanted to
Kill him. Isis was left with no choice -
they had to run away.

The scorpion goddess Serket lent Isis seven giant
scorpions to travel with her and protect her baby.

Seth sent a serpent to kill Horus. It
slithered past the scorpions unseen.

Isis went off to look for food, leaving the scorpions
on guard. Unfortunately, being guarded by seven
giant scorpions did kind of draw attention

to Horus's hiding place...

Arriving at the marshes of the Nile Delta, Isis hid
baby Horus in a thicket.

Youll be
safe here,
munchkin.

Nothing was working, so Isis sprinted to a nearby
village for help.

When Isis came back, she found her beloved son weak
and floppy. She wailed with grief and shook him as
Lhard as she could, trying to revive him.

Tt looks fike o

scorpion sting,

or possiblya bite
from o snake
Sent by Seth,

The heartbroken wails of Isis reached the ears of Re,
the god of the Sun, and Re, as always, over-reacted.

5 YO! Wnat
B e sun will never 6id L miss
Shine again, unti
Horus is healed!

With every year that passed, Horus
grew in strength and wisdom.

Eventually, Isis broke the news to Horus
that he was not a normal boy. He was a god!

When Horus was fully grown, Isis told him the story of his
birth and how his uncle Seth had murdered his father, Osiris.

T know, the bird
head is kind of &
gveaway.

The throne
is mine!

Horus and Isis went before the council of the gods and pleaded their case. The gods
could not agree who was the rightful ruler, and they had a very long debate.

Setnhas
the throne!

Yes! A million

The throne

Horus is far too
young to cule,
Also, wis breath
Stinks.

Eventually, the gods decided to ask Neith, the mother of the
gods, for her opinion.

When Thoth read Neith's letter out loud, it had a striking effect on the
council of the gods.

Horus is o, hero!
)

Dear Gods and Goddesses,

Thuvfk You for your king letter, a;|d for

asking my opinion, even if it diq ae
You eighty years,
strong feelings on
me simply say this:
rightful heir, and
the throne, then
TO COME CRAS)

. There are clearly
both sides, 5o let

A son is aluiays the
if you don't give Horys
L WILL CAUSE THE sKy.
HING DOWN ON Top
OF ALL OF Youn
from your affectionate mother,

Neith 3

) ©)
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Seth was furious. He picked up his sceptre, which Seth's th
weighed four and a half thousand nemsets (whatever
that means), and threatened the gods.

it made some of the gods change their minds - again! They decided to continue

their debate over a picnic on an island on the Nile. Seth insisted that Isis should not

be invited, but she bribed the boatman and snuck onto the island in disguise.

Tim going to bash one
0 on the head every

Single day nless you

undisputed ruler of Egypt.
. let me remain king,

Finally, it was agreed they would turn themselves into hippos and jump into the Nile. Whoever could hold his breath for longer would become the

Angone bring
any mice?

T DEFINITELY wasn't
expecting that!

In the middie of the picnic, Seth looked
up and saw a beautiful gir! walk past.
He fell in love with her immediately.

s your wame
Google? Because you My husband is dead
have everything Tm and & horvible man is
\ searching for. “threatening me and
my son. He Sags he's
going +o kick us out
of our house and
steal our cows!

Isis wanted to help Horus win, so she made a magic
spear and threw it at Seth while he was underwater.
Unfortunately, she wasn't a very good shot...

Isis hastily ordered the magic spear to release Horus, then had another go.
Her next shot found the target.

At Seth's words, the girl transformed into a bird, and flew
up to the top of a tree, cackling with laughter.

Isis flew straight to the other gods and told them exactly what Seth had s

aid -
that a son is always the rightful heir. The gods breathed a sigh of relief and
crowned Horus right there and then.
Oh wof T's my

Does my head
look big in this?

Seth cried out in pain and begged Isis to pull out the
spear. Isis couldn't help but take pity on her brother
£ and eventually ordered the magic spear to release him.
a8 N
Seth was furious - well, even more furious than usual.

This enraged Horus - Isis was supposed to be on HIS side! Horus changed back to his

normal form, burst out of the water holding a massive axe and ran towards
his mother...

He challenged Horus to a contest - the winner of which would be crowned

the ruler of all of Egypt.

Please -
Please
Plens®
Please
Please
Pleose

Pleose
Pleos®

!
2

Tust to worn you
before you turn
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Toke THAT/

LA §Hy

Horus picked up his mother's head and ran away with it. Since the breath-holding contest had ended in disaster, Seth proposed
e and Horus Would have a boat race, with boats made

Thankfully, Thoth had the perfect solution.

another challenge.
of stone - obviously...

Tim ot sure
Tlike this
‘solution’ of

Seth cut the top off a mountain, turned it upside-down and Horus decided it Would be easier to cheat. He took a normal wooden
boat and covered it with grey plaster.

began to carve a boat out of it.

na
HA

ok °
No one will

The boat race began. Horus's boat scudded along, its sails fat with wind. Seth's boat sank like a stone, because that was what it was.
In desperation, Seth transformed himself into @ hippo again and took a massive bite out of Horus's boat.

ST R
S w

Hey! This doesrit
taste like stone
to me!

26

The gods were at a loss. Finally, they decided to write to Osiris
(Horus's dead father) - surely he'd be able to help them decide who
was the rightful rul ved a very strongly worded reply.

Horus grabbed his mother's magic spear, and was just about to stab
Seth when the god Banebdjedet intervened. He'd finally had enough.

Dear Gods and Goddesses,

How lovely to receive a letter from
the land of the living! Im glad my son
Horus is in good health. I musk confess

that I still haven't forgiven Seth for
that time he, you know, murdered me.
You are completely free to choose your
own king, but if You choose Seth then

I WILL SEND AN ARMY OF DEMONS

i TO RIP OUT YOUR HEARTS!

From your old pal,

Funnily enough, the council of the gods was convinced. At long last, they put the White Crown of Egypt on Horus's head and
sat him on the throne of Egypt.

it
N
S

And every single night, Seth slays Apep, enabling the sun boat to begin yet
another journey across the sky. Has Seth earned Horus's forgiveness yet?

You decide!

As for Seth, he was sent to live in the sun boat with Re. Every
night, Re's boat gets attacked by the evil serpent Apep, who
wants to kill the sun god and cancel sunrise.
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Tve literally
SAVED THE DAY/
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IMHOTEP AnD
KING DIOSER

7

|

e

Imhotep's best friend was a young prince called Djoser. Imhotep loved
Djoser so dearly, he even let Djoser copy his homework.

In the early days of ancient Egypt, there lived a very
clever boy called Imhotep. He was top of the class in
maths, hieroglyphs, history, geography, geology, botany,
astronomy, art and religious studies.

Careful, Dio! Your
backird is wonky!

(i

-
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When Djoser became King, Imhotep became his chief

priest, chief advisor and chief architect. He designed and

built many monuments, including the first ever pyramid.

Imhotep was also an expert in medicine and magic. When King Djoser
started to go blind, Imhotep healed him by using an enchanted baboon.

Teallita 'step
pyramid.

Are you sure
about this? T was
expecting eye-drops...

Le

s use it
or my tomb,

During the reign of King Djoser, a terrible drought by
arrive for SEVEN years in @ row.

Wnat's taking him
o long?
Not again. solong
agai He'll be heve

soom, ittle one,

30
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King Djoser was as upset as everyone else about Hapi's
absence. Finally, he asked Imhotep the question that had
been nagging him for years.

g,

Imhotep did not know the answer, but he knew where to find it. He hurried to
the Temple of Thoth and entered the secret library where the oldest, most
sacred writings were kept.

Where does Hagi

even come from?

2
P4

Imhotep searched high and low... and at
last, he found what he was looking for

a9 15
",‘9 i,:i‘

!
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A map showing
the birth place
of Hagil

Imhotep told Djoser everything he had discovered.
The Flood God, Hapi, came from Yebu, the dwelling
place of the Creator God, Khnum. It was Khnum who
poured the Nile from his water jar and controlled
Hapi's comings and goings.

Djoser commanded Imhotep to find the island of Yebu and to pacify the great god Khnum.
Imhotep set sail in the royal ship, which was laden with bread, beer, oxen and foul.

So, 1 we can moke
Khnum happy, then
Hags will Knnum!

T mean come.

n-
%

[

Let's
A do't!
|

Imhotep sailed for twenty days and twenty nights and
had many adventure:

Every voyaae
ups and dowr

This is o time for
es!

Ohvio! Sharks!

t bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for

to-date previews and informati
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At long last, Imhotep came to a beautiful island. In the middle there
was a great mountain made of gold, silver, lapis lazull, jasper, emeralds
and carnelian. The writing on the mountainside read 'WELCOME TO YEBU'.

Imhotep made a gift to the gods - an enormous offering of
bread, beer, oxen and fowl. Then, exhausted, he lay down to sleep.

A few days later, there was a rumbling on the horizon..

Could it be?
Could it be? ol Could it.

" Wow! I love
his place
already!

D¥es

One goose.

two geese.

T con unstop my jar and Hapi will rush out.
Your fields il glow with floodacter.

The next morning, Imhotep woke with his heart
thumping in his chest. He wrote Khnum's words
on a piece of papyrus and returned to Memphis
as fast he could.

Tve got !

King Djoser was overjoyed when he heard khnum's message. He ordered his people to
fix up the Temple of Khnum in Memphis and to worship there every day, so that Khnum
would see their efforts and send the flood, just as he had promised.
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King Djoser explained to Imhotep that forty-two sacred statues had
been stolen by an enemy army during his father's reign, and that he

felt more and more annoyed about it with every day that passed.

Imhotep's quick trip to the library - and his longer trip to Yebu -
had saved the kingdom. But it wasn't long before King Djoser needed
Imhotep's very particular set of skills again...

Tve got
another teensy
Job For you!

Once again, Imhotep agreed to help his friend. They marched through the Eastern Desert and the Land of Turquoise, heading towards their most

bitter enemy: the kingdom of Assyria.
A AN ‘\\g‘\‘)‘q\N“E (8

(12T LL L1
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When they arrived on the border of Assyria, they
were met by the evil king Mandaru and his army.
Mandaru did not want to give the statues back.

The two armies fought for days on end. When King Mandaru realised that the Egyptians were
winning the battle, he called for his Grand Sorceress to be brought before him.

ATTACK! oy 05 e i
clobbered here! A
v Fear not! Alittle
magic is all we
need.

hooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.




The Grand Sorceress took some wax and
a tiny model of the god of the Earth, Geb.

Finally, Imhotep and the Grand Sorceress came face

SHAZAM! Giant Geb gave a t face in the middie of the battlefiel

and began to fight on the A:

I She cast a spell on the model, and -

—and Imhotep prevailed.

King Mandaru submitted to King Djoser and - reluctantly - he
returned the forty-two sacred statues.

Wi

Hooray for
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Aten?

The word pharaoh means ‘great house’ and refers
& to the all-powerful ruler of Egypt. Pharaohs Look on my

= made laws, collected taxes and acted as a mwjhf,.f/:a
,g‘ /Q spokesperson for the gods. The ancient e
“\ e Egyptians believed that the god Horus
L I/' was the first pharaoh, and that
‘*’ all the pharaohs who came

after him were somehow
‘ ‘Horus in human form’.

l! That's my
story and Im

NARMER i

The first human pharaoh of Egypt was Narmer.
According to legend, one day Narmer was beside
a lake with his pack of dogs when they turned and
attacked him. 1t was said that he jumped on the back
of a passing crocodile and escaped across the lake!

ik g

No one wil
vemember me!

AKHENATEN

Akhenaten was still a teenager when he
became pharach. He married a woman called
Nefertiti, who was considered to be the
most beautiful woman in the world. Together,
they abolished Egypt's ancient religion
and declared that only one god should be
worshipped: Aten, the Sun. This made Egypt's
priests extremely cross!

Al vight, Tmhotep
Built i, but & wos
my idea.

TUTANKHAMUN

The son of Akhenaten was just nine years old
when he became pharaoh. He was small and
thin, and found it hard to walk without a stick.
He brought Egypt back to its old religion,
honouring all the gods instead of just one.
He died very youna, at just nineteen years old.

Shakespeace even /\
wrote o, glay
mbu/\

DIOSER

Djoser was best known for
saving Egypt from famine,
and for designing the very
first pyramid.

RAMSES II

the Great reigned for 66 years!
He erected more monuments and statues
than any other pharaoh.

Why of course!
All pharaohs
wear one.

sl

Now THAT'S
immortality

HATSHEPSUT

Hatshepsut was very clever and
ambitious. She sent hundreds of ships
across the Red Sea and they came
back laden with gold, ebony and
spices. She made Egypt very wealthy!

n
C\\\

HHUFU

Khufu was best known for his tomb, the Great Pyramid
of Giza. It is one of the ‘Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World - and it is the only one still standing!

CLEOPRTRA

Cleopatra was famous for her intelligence, her razor-sharp wit and
her irresistible charm. Two powerful Roman rulers, Julius Caesar and
Mark Antony, both ended up falling head over heels in love with her.

%
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THE PRINCE
AnD THE SPHINX

Long, long ago, there was a pharach called

something spectacular.

Khufu. He wanted to have the most magnificent
tomb ever, so he asked his builders to create

The pyramid was covered in polished
limestone blocks, which shone dazzling
white in the sun. This had never been
done before!

The pyramid was so awesome that Khufu's son
Khafre used the same design for his own tomb.
He dared not make his pyramid taller than his

Use some fun
maths and

plenty of stone/

Argn! Magbe we
should have invented
sunglasses first.

father's, but he built it on slightly higher ground
so that it looked taller!

Hee hee, thatl
do nicely.

Khafre also had @ plan for the colossal outcrop of rock near his pyramid. He made a statue with the body of a lion and a face that looked very like
his own. This lion with the head of a king was intended to stand guard over the pyramids, terrifying tomb robbers into staying well away!

Z:i_%ﬂ ZHAR ‘&—\r ~ .

Every morning for many centuries, that stony face gazed
towards the sun as it rose over the River Nile. But over time,
sand storms raged across the plain and covered the monument.

38
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Thousands of years later, the
Greeks would name this kind
of creature o, 'sphin), but the
Eayptians never used that yord,
They just colled it Hor-em-akhet -
which meons Horus on the Horizon,

arrow through a solid pillar of copper.

A pharaoh called Amenhotep 11 came to the throne. He was so strong, it was said he could row a boat faster than two hundred men and shoot an

T dor't ke you -
T LOVE you!

Amenhotep 11 had eight strong, honest sons - and one sly, secretive son called
Tuthmosis. Tuthmosis was the third in line to the throne after his brothers,
Amenhotep Junior and Kamweset. He would almost certainly never be king.

Unlike his father, Tuthmosis wasn't very good at huntin...

Ugh.. stugid gazelle.

Ugh... stugid jackal

While his family feasted and partied at the palace, Prince
Tuthmosis went off hunting in the desert.

Stugid family

Stupid feast.

Ugh... stugid arvow.

After a disappointing session, Tuthmosis
was hot and tired.

he spotted something... an ancient

monument near the pyramids of Giza

Tired and cross, Tuthmosis sat in the shade of
the monument...

Stugid Sun,

t bookshelf.bonnierhooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.

T just rest
my eges o while/



=) - [ [ Inspired by his vision, Prince Tuthmosis hired a thousand build d set them to work
That evening, the party at Memphis Palace was in full e e v S e (ORSAREARIESIS AR s Rk zoN
restoring the great monument.
swing, when Prince Tuthmosis burst in, wild-eyed.

My princely robes were drenched n sweat,
T was out i the sweltering desert, . my aodlike strength wos sapping,
looking for jackals, gazelles and giraffes. 2 T spied a ruined monument, whose shade

My arvows flew straight. My kil count was o looked good for nopping.

great. The hunt was a barrel of laughs.

Prince Tuthmosis even hired a stonemason to chisel the story of The builders made a little temple between the front paws of

his dream onto a massive slab of granite. Horemakhet. Tuthmosis placed the Dream Stone at the front of the
— temple, so that everyone could read it.

E’, iy T
le mode his bed beneath {
the head and drifted 2 Wow! What does.

off to sleep..

T made my bed beneath the head and drifted off to sleep,
When suddenly .. Great. snakes alive! .. the Thing began to speak

Er... don't eat cheese
before bedtime?
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Back at the palace, Amenhotep Junior and Kamweset (the first and second sons of the pharaoh) Tuthmosis's first act as pharach was to go all over Memphis scratching out the names of his elder brothers, in an attempt to erase them
noticed that their day-to-day lives had become much more perilous... from history.

Bitter? Moi?

Kam-WHASSAT?

Ameno-WHO?-tep

We know that he won some military victories... And we know that he died at the age of 28,
to be succeeded by his son Amenhotep I1L.

&%

The real mystery is: what REALLY happened in the desert three and a half thousand years ago? Some insist that Horemakhet spoke to Tuthmosis and
promised him the Crown of Egypt. Others say that Tuthmosis invented the story to justify his unlikely rise to power.

Not much else is known about the reign of
Tuthmosis IV. We know that he sent so many
letters to King Artatama, asking to marry his
daughter, that the king eventually said yes.

no thanks to him.

King Amenhotep remembered Tuthmosis's dream. It was obvious to him that
the gods had chosen a new king of Egypt, so he took Tuthmosis to the temple
of Horemakhet and crowned him right there and then.

Hail, Tuthmosis TV/

[

In 2012, a professor of medicine examined the mummy of
Tuthmosis IV and deduced that Tuthmosis had an unusual type
of epilepsy that caused what felt like intense religious visions.
He could well have imagined the message from the sphinx!

Ana/ The poor boy
had epilepsy!

| E

kot that?

i
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MYTI‘IICF\L MONSTERS

The ancient Egyptians tried to live quiet, ordered
lives on the banks of their beloved River Nile. For who
knew what ghastly creatures might roam in the vast
expanses of desert to the east and to the west?

— e .

m1 \mm

A SAGET was a tame griffin, that could be used
to pull the pharach's chariot in times of war.
You could even take it
for walks on a lead!

NN Y

44

With the body of a lion and the head of
a man, a SPHINX was a powerful guardian
for a tomb or a temple.

—\/4‘_;“ rN

AND CREATURES WO

\\» <

VA
7

Travellers from afar told tales of monsters with terrible
jaws and terrible claws, and the ancient Egyptians believed
every word. They drew these nightmares on their tomb
walls, coffin floors and amulets - and they prayed to the
gods for protection against these terrifying creatures.

ther desert dweller is the SERPOPARD, which has

leopard. Leave these creatures in peace and they
quite gentle, intertwining their necks to show
felengehtp: it if you threaten them in any way,
you had better watch out!

TAWERET was a hippopotamus with a
crocodile tall. The ancient Egyptians
initially thought Taweret was a
monster, but eventually started to
worship her as a god.

Some ancient Egyptians believed in \\
a magical kingfisher called BENNU.
1t existed before anything else and
it helped Atum to create the world.

o — O
ALl ER 1 UYL NPT
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In the city of Memphis there lived a prince called Naneferkaptah, or Nane for short. Prince Nane
loved reading and every day he went out looking for hieroglyphs to read.

He read plaques. He read obelisks. He even read graffiti.

He read coffins.

His wife Ahwere and his son Merib wished that he would One day, as Prince Nane was reading in the Temple of Ptah,  priest came and asked him
not read quite so much. why he was reading boring old inscriptions When there was a party going on.

Game of
senet?

No. T just have o
hivst for knowledge.

Sure, As soon
s Tve finished
chapter 113,

The priest whispered to Prince Nane that if he was
truly thirsty for knowledge, he should read the Book
of Thoth. The priest explained how Thoth, God of

Knowledge and Writing, had come down to Earth long
ago and had written a very special book...

The Book of Thoth contained two spells. The first spell would enable
the person Who recited it to understand everything that animals
were saying.

Beauty s
truth, and
truth is beauty,

Peace begins ‘- 1
with o smile, .

Has angone got
o bigger quil?

pleasure is the joy
of understandng,

L

8%

1 B2
N
7

Thoth re-read his work. If anything, it was T00 good. The spells in his book would make any

human reader dangerously powerful.

No one must.

ever read my

Thoth put the

book in a box, put the box in

another box, and put that box in yet another

box. He took the boxes to an enchanted island
in the middle of the Nile, and instructed a
snake, a scorpion and a crocodile to guard it.

Forall

How long for?

eternity.

Please?

Mylips are
Seoled.

Prince Nane begged the old priest to tell him exactly where along the
Nile he might find this enchanted island.

Pretty please
vitth o Cherry

You've wasting
your breath.

Pretty
please ith o
Wundred deben
of silver

set off with Ahwere and baby Merib.

ed out of nowhere!

4 Koptos, Prince Nane threw a handful of sand nto the water and a beautiful l

(/7227722
L

Tve got o bad
eeling about this.
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In the centre of the enchanted island was an iron box, guarded by a snake, a
scorpion and a crocodile, just as the priest had said. Prince Nane picked up a
big stick and set to work.

Having defeated all three guardians, Prince Nane
unlocked the iron box.

Youreally came
prepored, didnt you?

Prince Nane opened the iron box He opened the copper box and took out...
ever so carefully, and took out... a wooden box.

He opened the wooden box and took
out...an ebony and ivory box.

a copper box.

He opened the silver box
and took out...
a golden box.

He opened the ebony and
ivory box and took out...
a silver box.

This is getting
silly now.

With trembling fingers,
Prince Nane opened the
Book of Thoth, and began
to read aloud.

earth, the birds of the sky and the fish of the deep.

All of @ sudden, Prince Nane could understand every kind of animal language. He understood the beasts of the

No one kes
Prince Nane,

This isnt 05 areat
as T imagined,

Prince Nane recited the
second spell in the book.

SHIBBLOW
MIBBLEE
GIBBLODS! S
Hey! Put that.
book back!

Thoth told Re that Prince Nane should be
punished for stealing the book, and Re, as
always, over-reacted.

The Sun will never
shine again unti
Prince Nane and all
is famiy are dead!

flmmudmh\y, baby Merib fell overboard

and drowned.

I

Then Ahwere fell overboard and drowned.

T£T go, the
book goes
with me/

The king was distraught to hear that Prince Nane
and his family were dead. He sent his servants to
retrieve the royal ship and the three bodies.

Something fishy

A roppened here,

The servants took the three bodies to the
embalmer's workshop and gave them to
Setne, Master of Secrets, who mummified
all three at the same time.

Tim owiti-casking,

While Setne read out sacred texts,
the picklers did their work.

P
Suddenly, the picklers noticed that the prince was

clasping something tight in his arms.

We got quts!

We alwogs
de-fiver!

We take your
breath anay!

(@) P4

;

(e
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Setne and Inaros ventured into the tomb, opened

They placed masks on the mummies' faces, and laid Three years passed, and Setne, Master of Secrets, thought no more about the young Ehe coffin of Prines Nanas slleed $hrough the linen

them in beautiful coffins. After the funeral, the prince with the mysterious book in his arms. Until one day in the Temple of Ptah, he wrappings and pulled out the Book of Thoth.
king's most trusted servant loaded the coffins onto overheard an old priest weeping in front of a statue of Osiris.

a donkey cart, took them far into the desert and

buried them in @ top-secret tomb.

Tt wos me that.
+old him about.
the Book of
Thoth,

Prince Nane warned Setne not to take the book. When Setne refused, he They sat down and played... and Setne lost! The ghost of Prince
suggested a board game to settle the matter. Nane bashed Setne over the head with the senet board, driving
him into the ground.

Osivis, please tell
Prince Nane
Tm sorvy!

Setne realised that the book in Prince Nane's arms Setne ran to his brother, Inaros, and
must have been the Book of Thoth. If only he, Setne, suggested a quest to find the tomb and 4 Becouse, because,
could retrieve it, he would be the most powerful recover the Book of Thoth. |7 | because, because, T

J hey played one final time... and Setne lost.
Master of Secrets that ever lived! because. s B, i

= .

We're off 40 Find the ], D = . 8 |
spellbook, the wonderful L4 S / a— i Good tongue
llbook of Thoth.. / : 5% ; 4. 2 v :W_S; ]

Also, T could
tolk o my cat!

Becouse of the

Inaros took an amulet from his brother's special Setne snatched the Book of Thoth and ran Setne's long quest (and painful clobbering)

Master of Secrets satchel, and recited a spell to off with it had made him tired. He lay down outside

free Setne from the ground. the tomb and went to sleep. He had
terrible dream.

SIBBILET
HIBBILIM
FRIBBILEE! @

Setne and Inaros quickly returned the book to Prince Nane's coffin, and
there it remains to this very day. 1f you could find the tomb of
Naneferkaptah and managed to beat him at senet, would YOU dare read
the Book of Thoth?

We need +o
+take the
book bock!
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CARTOUCHES

1In Ancient Egypt, a loop of rope was often
drawn around people’s names. This loop or
‘cartouche' was believed to protect the
person from harm.

Ancient Egyptian was one of the earliest languages ever to be written down. ‘Hieroglyphs’
(literally ‘holy writing’) were pictures of animals, birds, leaves, trees, gods, people and
household items, representing different sounds and ideas. Not everyone in Ancient
Egypt knew how to read and write. Writers were called 'scribes' and
hey were highly respected in their day.
discovered =

E==TAYA
OUT IN THE WORLD

PADYRUS
Scribes usually wrote on a special
material called papyrus. Papyrus reeds
grew on the banks of the Nile. The
insides of the stalks were cut into
strips and laid out in layers, before
being pounded together into a sheet.

A’/ﬁ’?’,’”—"

Listen up!
These are
Simle sounds.

Ve Q2
e e
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These are more
complicated
Sounds.

THE KEEPER OF
KNOWLEDGE

The ancient Fayptians
believed that writing

was invented by the god

Thoth. They often painted
Thoth with the head of
an ibis - a sacred bird in
Ancient Egypt that was
associated with wisdom.

e previews and information.

The ancient Egyptians loved to keep a record
of their daily life and they hired scribes for
everything. Scribes chiselled inscriptions on
obelisks and statues, maintained records of
animals and farm produce, and even wrote
down epic stories of their gods and pharachs.

We know how to read
hieroglyphics today because of
the discovery of the Rosetta
Stane. This large stone is

engraved with two lang
anclent Egyptian and Graek. By
translating the Greek script,
a scholar called Jean-Francois
was able to crack the code and
with it read all other Ancient
Egyptian writings!




They ended up at war with each other, literally. The people of Alexandria sided

The young king and queen had a difficult marriage.
with Ptolemy and Cleopatra was forced to run away to the countryside.

WHY DLD YOU PUT YOUR j WHY DO YOU KEEP
FACEONTHENEWCOINS W  TELLING EVERYONE
AND LEAVE MINE OFF2 THAT T LOVE ROME
" MORE THAN EGYPT?

brother T'm here!

Please doit telmy Ny WA \i]

,»qp

é‘ﬂﬁlﬂ

One day, Cleopatra received some intriguing Julius Caesar was a Roman general. Cleopatra knew he could

news from Alexandria. help her return to power, but how could she get into the

In 300 BCE, Egypt was conquered by the great warrior Alexander the Great. Alexander
palace to talk to him, without being killed by Ptolemy’s guards?

founded a new capital city at the mouth of the Nile. It became a great centre of trade
and culture, with a magnificent lighthouse and the biggest library in the world.
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Tt's so crazy,
- Just might work!/
&
Plexandervile?
Plexandopolis?.
T know! Alexandrial

After Alexander's death, Eypt was ruled by | [ The Ptolemies were a violent lot. They were By the time of Ptolemy X11, Eaypt was under

Alexander’s fiercest general, Ptolemy. always trying to kill their family members to threat from a new enemy: the mighty Roman

He was the first in a fong line of Ptolemies. remove their rivals for the throne. Empire. Ptolemy X11 had to pay huge bribes to
the leaders in Rome to secure their support.

Rug for Coesar!

BEST Peolemy,

soon afterwards. 7\ What o rice rug! Y

Thot veally is
excellently made!

The people of Alexandria hated their king paying bribes to Rome.

Ptolemy's eldest daughter
th-r. ware riots in the streets and King Ptolemy was forced to fies

took the throne of Egypt...
the country with his youngest daughter, Cleopatra.

This is the [ife...

Don't worry, Cleo -
wel be back/

Allnal, the goddess Cleopacra,
\ daugnter of Lsis, kindred
. o Horus and Ro, beloved of
the moon and Sun, Queen of
Upper and Lower Eqypt!

~.on the condition that
she marry her annoying
younger brother,

When Ptolemy finally died,
his third daughter Cleopatra
was named in his will as the
new queen of Egypt...

So Ptolemy's second daughter
took up the throne of Egypt...

~but King Ptolemy returned suddenly
from Rome and had her executed
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The Egyptian army was annoyed at
Cleopatra's growing friendship with
Julius Caesar. They camped all around
Alexandria, and even put salt in the
e you o lirory book? Becouse || palace water supply.
sodplnld oyl ! L0 m——
. almost. o saltyas

That night, they had a luxurious banquet. Cleopatra | [ Caesar and Cleopatra both loved books. They
read Homer and Plato together in the famous
Library of Alexandria, and fell in love

wore a beautiful dress, jewels in her hair and a
dozen pearl necklaces. Caesar was awestruck by her
intelligence and wit.

T don't know, how do
you use an ancient

Eventually, a Roman fleet arrived to rescue Caesar from Cleopatra. T
fired arrows at each other.

Caesar sprinted out of the palace like a superhero. He boarded his ship...

Fear not, men. —
Ts T \

Caesar swam across the harbour in full armour, arrows raining down all
around him. He rescued a sheaf of priceless documents from a burning ship
and somehow managed to keep them dry.

And 50 Ptolemy met his end.

Cleopatra's brother, Ptolemy, joined the
Egyptian army to fight against the Roman
flaet, but his ship sank, too.
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Thanks to Caesar, Cleopatra was now the undisputed ruler of Egypt. To celebrate, they went on a long cruise down the Nile on the royal barge,
accompanied by 34 Roman ships and 366 Egyptian ships. Cleopatra wanted to show Caesar the riches of Egypt - and to show Egypt that she was

expecting Caesar's child.

AT

At Philae, they got into a small boat and rowed right into the Temple
of Isis. Cleopatra was dressed as Isis herself, implying that she was a
true god-queen of Egypt.

Cleopatra gave birth to a son and named him Caesarion. She had
colossal figures of herself and a grown-up Caesarion carved on the
temple of Hathor at Dendera.

Tt's o it smoller
than T was hoping...

What do
think, oh queen?

[ Sullis Cassar returned to Rome, but his

actions in Egypt were not forgotten. Just
two years later, he was murdered by a
group of angry politicians, who stabbed
him twenty-three time:

Antony formed a triumvirate (a group of
three) with two other generals, Octavian
and Lepidus. Together, they got revenge
on Caesar’s assassins and ruled the
Roman territories. The group were all very
different characters...
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A handsome general called Antony spoke at Caesar's funeral. He criticised the assassins who had
murdered Caesar, and he vowed revenge. Centuries later, William Shakespeare wrote a much more
impressive version of Antony's speech in his play, Julius Caesar...

This was the.
T you have tears, most unkindest
prepore to shed wtofal.

them viow...

Friends, Romans,
countrymen, lend me
your ears,

Antony was tall, strong and Octavian was short, with bright Lepidus was older than th
handsome. He liked drinking, eyes and curly hair. He love other two. He was known for
gambling, fighting and reading, writing poems and being weak and uncertain.
telling rude jokes. thinking big thoughts. ——
T used to think T was
The happiness of your life ndecisive, but now
Alihpristes deponde oon Hoe et T Rotias ke,
bath house... Your thoughts.
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Back in Egypt, Cleopatra had been very busy.

She commanded the Egyptian army and navy...
She led her country through a terrible famine.

...and designed an amazing
monument that could one
day be her tomb.

Meanwhile back in Rome, Octavian

Octavian declared war on Cleopatra, knowing
was feeling hungry... for power.

that Antony would fight on the side of the
Egyptians. Antony and Cleopatra's combined
forces met Octavian's navy for a battle
near Greece.

When they realised that Octavian was winning the
battle, Antony and Cleopatra raised their sails and
headed back to Egypt as quickly as they could.

Quiiick
MARCH!

Fignt o
the deatn,
riends!

to talk about how Rome and Egypt could help each other. Cleopatra
the importance of good relations with Rome, and she put
a lot of thought into making a good first impression.

AW >
In her spare time, she also wrote a book about medicine, a book One day, Cleopatra received a letter from Antony. He wanted to meet
about weights and measures, and a book about make-up. Phew!
ZHT D A\

Back in Alexandria, Antony was feeling very depressed. Antony became even more depressed when he heard the news that Cleopatra had
He had lost his soldiers, his power and his status. Antony killed herself! He took a dagger and tried to end his own life.
blamed Cleopatra.

She was
the best!
Goodbye,
cruel world...
Antony's friends carried him to Cleopatra’s monument,

Shortly afterwards, Octavian invaded Egypt and arrested Cleopatra.
where he found Cleopatra very much alive. Antony died
in his lover's arms.

Wel, hello tnere,

Yeak, that's wot
going to work
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Antony and Cleopatra feasted together late
into the night.

But Cleopatra was determined to die honourably as
Queen of Egypt rather than be taken back to Rome
as Octavian's prisoner.

7,

Cleopatra ordered a basket of figs to be brought to her monument - a basket of
figs with a difference. The snake's poison soon took over...

Cleopatra took Antony back to Egypt with
her. It was the start of a great love affair
that lasted on and off for ten whole years.

That was the end of Cleopatra, the last - and

Antony gave Cleopatra Cleopatra gave Antony five | | Antony and Cleopatra had three
20,000 books - the entire hundred enormous warships children together. Antony gave

contents of the library at with bronze beaks for them vast amounts of land -
Pergamum. ramming enemy ships. cight whole kingdoms!
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BUTO
1t was believed
4 that Isis hid baby
<@ Horus from Seth in
the marshes here. 5
The anclent Egyptians lived on the banks of
the River Nile between 3100 BCE and 30 BCE.
The kingdom was divided into upper and lower
Egypt, with the Nile running through both
parts. It was a bit confusing because Upper
Egypt was in the south, and Lower Egypt was
in the north! Since ninety per cent of Egypt
is desert, the Egyptians mainly inhabited the
areas around the River Nile. The Nile flooded
<ach year, depositing rich minerals across the
floodplain. When the waters receded, it left
behind fertile ‘black land that was perfect for
growing barley and other crops. The river was
also essential for the transportation of
people and goods, bringing riches to and
from Egypt. Over 3,000 years, the ancient
Egyptians built many great cities and
temples along the banks of their beloved
Nile. Many of these remarkable landmarks
are still standing to this day.

“%  The pharachs Khufu,
Khafre and Menkaure
built their pyramid - :\
- i
= orated with huge
HOPTOS

tombs here.
of Cleopatra and
Thoth hid his

= 77> MEMDHIS AL e
Memphis was the her son, Caesarion.
- booklet
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