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==HE RIVER NILE runs the whole length
of Egypt. Without it, the land would just
be desert, since it rarely rains. However,
the Nile floods its banks yearly, providing
rich soil and precious water that the
Egyptans carefully ch lled into

canals. They believed that these floods were

A gifts from the gods.

Mary peopta only had &
‘el peeh of B on
‘which fo grow thelr kol
n

THIS IS a view of an ancient

The queen sits by the Egyptian city of about four

pool with her children thousand years ago. On the right is
(above). Women had no .

opitin Moo the pharaoh’s palz‘.e "Fhe phu'a?h
the q“e'm.. ey s had many palaces in different cities
only ceremonial. beside the river Nile.
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Incense burner
B

At the temple’s Beyond the pillared
innermost shrine, the  temple forecourt were
pharaoh would burn storerooms full of

incense before the offerings to the gods.

The incense burner's small

performed smacred container held gums and spices
dances as part of the that produced fragrant smoke
temple ritnal. pleasing to the gods.

Aa, the sun god,
‘appaarsd from watsry
noningnees and crested
alhings by e

their names. As he named
them, hey gppeared.

GODS AND

sacred for the people
When the am;(m o gaze at directly.
Meflove Sz e wes Below, a procession
I oot e emple TEMPLES
he underwortd.

HE PHARAOH WAS the
chief priest of all the
temples in Egypt and had |L,
a special relatonship with
the gods. His people
believed that he was the son of Ra, the sun
god. This explained why the gods were so
generous to the Egyptians, sending them
blessings like the Nile floods, which made
their land prosperous. The people gave thanks ¢
by building temples for the gods and bringing | !
them offerings of incense and food, to feed their
kas. They believed everyone had a ka, which was
: .w the life-force of a person, their spiritual double.
5 ‘While the ka lived its owner would not die.

When a pharamh g, ha
oined s faher Fa In the

s boat. The next
pherash bacama e new
500 of A cn garth.
This wooden image
(above) represents a
THE MYTH [ § %
ka. The
OF OSIRIS . arms on‘:ihmhad are
Oslrts's wie, Lsis, wert In home, opethar o
thrown ‘search of im and found the tut the furious Sgt iore  Ino ‘=, Wi he help o1 the jackal Ther go a sign of p
Swept 0.t 10 563, 10 & far away chest i & pllar which the King piBcas which he scatfered ‘god Anuils, who bound Lp ‘welghing Meir hearts In e scales of ru. Bad hoarts were heavy and
ihe Nie. Ists seerched fh river ‘Dsiis's body, she brougft Him WSTE GSE by 8 MOS0 WAk by e 5cass.
enciosd £ n s k. tEmertk Tk untl she hed found them al. ek o ife.
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meomansor - A IO SE FOR ETERNITY e

(2323 BC) was covered with

—HE MYTH OF OSIRIS gave
people faith in an afterlife. For m‘.?‘;ﬂd
the pharaoh there was a glorious several enormous
future, as he would join his father statues, each
Ra in the Boat of the Sun. But fepresenting

there could be no immortality for a person
whose body decayed. The body was the home
of the ka and without it the ka and its owner
would die. To escape this fate, the early Statue ﬁf/
pharachs built pyramids to house their pharaoh
bodies everlastingly. Each pyramid had what
is called a ‘mortuary temple’ against its east
W face, in which priests performed the rites that
— kept the pharaoh's ka alive. Coffin-bearers
In'1me, the mourd wes /
shapad 1o ook K2 & hause.
It covered a strppad plstiom
ol bicks roicting @ Snken
bultal chEmeer.

After the pharaoh’s funeral
his coffin-bearers returned

along a covered canseway
which linked the pyramid with

d n( ! =) :
: | e
g |- g
Fasy |- jE
. | \ ) 21
THE TEMPLE Tep Y g:u'T > Atthe end of the rusl, e Twice 8 ey o priests waked  Much of the food and aher
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The map below shows how a valley in the hills hid the
tombs. Their mormary temples lay at the foot of the hills.

(below) were = o

,#« The vizier would visit the tmbs regularly
A to inspect progress. He was greeted by the
Eomenvﬂmbopedt.huhemuldno(
E.nd{mkvdth

HE RICH CONTENTS
of the pyramids attracted
thieves. This was probably
why the New Kingdom
pharaohs started to hide
their burials in a remote valley
opposite the city of Thebes. Here,_ 3
over six centuries, the pharaohs’ _,J' -
workmen cut deep into the f
hillside to create the series of
magnificent royal tombs that give the
valley its name. Now it is one of the world’s
top tourist attractions — in ancient times it was a
building site with work always in progress.

Flat fiakes of stone (ﬂ&hl)
muudlbfwﬂdn!nn,

DESIGNING
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THE TOMB BUILDERS" VILLAGE

N A BARREN DIP in the hills o

Scribe-. the south east of the Valley of the

Kings lay a mud-brick village

ringed by a wall with a single gate.

An early New Kingdom pharach
built the village to house his tomb
workers and their families. Since then
many generations lived there, as the
job of tomb worker was often handed
down from father to son. The tombs
of past villagers lined the hill slope
beyond the village wall.

‘Water was stored in a tank
outside the gate. A guard kept
watch (below) to see that nota
drop was wasted, because the
tank had to be filled with pots

‘Workers could earn extra
rations if the vizier was
very pleased with their
work. A scribe would

)
lsundry In e iver Nie.
Itwas & kong i
donkey but was oasier

Tam siza varied bu It coukd b
e up 0 120 men, Incliding -
st

Soulpars, d
Pt and scafioiders.
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Must of the tme, the men of 8 Vilage war away To get & promation x & job
working In the mmbs. Everyday vilage He was Vwrmmymnwl,';\w

W him were o TomD N by e women. Aove, § women wad gh tha fighe oticks
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meviscns A WORKER'S HOUSE e s oramseneae

Women often took
- 7 - . one below would have been village had shrines their basket making
¥ NSIDE THE WALL, the wllagers well off. He had a bed (many to the gods. This work onto the roof.
houses were crammed together, people slept on mats) and his home's shrine Baskets were made
each joined to its neighbour, along wife had a pretty toiletry box. Tolds an image Bashet making from rushes which
both sides of the street. They were i‘iﬁ; u;‘i‘)‘ 1 4y "::""““di" a coil,
- & € row overstitched
pa.lTow va.nd dark, with one room who guarded i
leading straight to the next, but the the home and previous one.
darkness was welcome after the fierce the family.

sick. The cil mied the
stk in 2 o, causing
fictin

Egyptian sun. There was not much
furniture, just stools, low tables on
which meals were served and chests
and jars used for storage.

The carpenter who
lived in this house
used the first room to
do exira work for
private clients. Many
of the tomb workers
eamed money in their
spare time like this.

Cooking was done under
alatrice roof that let
the smoke escape.
Right, a servant
grills a goose

over a brazier

“This goatherd s chuming
o mik by swhgng
To.and fro b twa skin

bags a5 B2 wks Ay,

i i
Pomegrawates
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As Ewes Impoesibia o
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amund e vilags, the
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them ¥om e phararh's
sorahouses. These

ng wesk (a1 The Wiage har s o festhral i honour of
‘Eqypilan week harl 60 days) was ot begiring of spring, harvest tme and at he Mar's 1, Who was
IEpt by one of T sty o moe food. The wiagers also Joined i the 24-day st In Peve foundad tha vilege and
fastvals Froughous the year. fastviiEs & Thebss 1 hanour of e god Amn. rotecd .
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ot et used. tomd.
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EXCAVATING THE TOMB

FTER THE FOUNDATION ceremony the Soo the worke
workers were
worknu'an remaved t.!le surface aand and began e rench of
tunnelling into the limestone hillside. They daylight. They worked
hollowed out an entrance corridor and
ights of steps leading to chambers and
store rooms. In some they left pillars of rock stll
standing to support the ceiling. Then they cut 5 i
more steps, plunging deeper to the level where ¢ 2 " T | - - vizier’s office
the pharaoh was to rest. =3

officials made

Building the tomb accurately
took great skill. Builders of a
temple could map outa plan
on the ground but the tomb
builders had nio such guide.
They had to judge, from work.
already done, in what direction
and how deep o make the next
cut. The sudden death of a
pharach brought work to a
halt. I his burial chamber had
not been cut, a make-shift one
was made from another room.
Most of the tombs in the Valley
of the Kiags are unfinished in
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HE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS
believed that the tomb was
the entrance to a new life and
they decorated its walls with
scenes of the life to come.
The tombs of ordinary people show them
happily at work or at rest in the realm of
Osiris. The royal tombs depict the stages
of the sun god’s journey through the sky
by day and the underworld by night.
People believed that in the next world
the pharaoh would accompany the sun as
it travelled beneath the earth to emerge
next day in the east The tomb artists did
not need any powers of imagination to
show these things. They drew them
according to long-established rules.

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Saturday 26 October 2024. Visit
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corrections in black. Following this guide, a sculptor cut
away the background shallowly, so that the design’s




The scarab ammmlet (far left,
with a view of its base inscribed

MUMMIFICATION ~ foey o

’ for40daysina  were placed with a prayer) was placed aver
H;EN A PHARAOH died, vat packed with  in the the heart. Mary m’::,' Tikn s
his tomb had to be ready natron, a type two on the left, were put

to receive him after 70 of salt. between the bandages.

days, which was the time Al &

it took to prepare his
body for the afterlife. In the embalmers’
workshop the body’s internal organs
were removed, it was dried out, treated
with preservative oils and tightly wrapped
in hundreds of metres of linen bandages.
In this way, the pharaoh’s body was
turned into a mummy that would not
decay. This was a sacred process, as the
Egyptians believed they were copying the
fate of Osiris who was mummified by
Anubis and restored to immortal life.

The ceremony of

1)

B
P S L
HOW WRAPPINGS CHANGED
1. Body in a goatikin (4000 BC).

linen dress (2500 BC). 1 g ; 1l

4. Mummy with a mask covering I8 2 b 4
head and chest (Middle . = anesty viaged, hen he y wai Wrapped

D‘Iingdom). i, 15 Imeml crgans --\-’Imn-lli It i s 0. L s wers :mnm-h:::mn-nu e =
(c. AD 100). gRERE- = snmd Insealed prs. 23
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THE COFFIN MAKERS

HILE MUMMIFICATION was taking place, in the royal

workshops the most skilled carpenters in the land prepared

the royal coffins. In New Kingdom times, very wealthy

people had three coffins which fitted inside each other.

Each of these was mummy-shaped, with a portrait of the
person painted on it. The coffins of ordinary people were painted inside
and out with prayers and pictures of the gods of death and rebirth.
However, on the coffins of a pharaoh the decorations were not painted but
finely carved and were covered entirely with gold.

Sometimes
The finished carving was
coated with a layer of gesso
which was then covered

This picture (left) of a ommay
and its three coffins shows how

they nested, one inside the next.
Al three lay in a stone container

This high quality PDF preview was generated on Saturday 26 October 2024. Visit

‘When the carpenters had built
the shell of a coffin roughly to
shape, a skilled carver cut the

detail of its decoration, using a

As & symbeol of rebirth, many coffin tids
were painted inside with the figure of the
sky goddess Nut (below), who swallowed
the sun at dusk and gave birth to it again
at dawn.
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A carpenter’s tool box
would have contained:
1. A bow drill

2. An awl

3. Two chisels

4. An adze

5. A round-bladed axe

4




THE SARCOPHAGUS

m;?dm Welldoved pets were 1]
o e AND ITS SHRINES e
mm‘:‘f‘ T WAS NOT UNUSUAL for work to be peinceh pet cat and I saacle B,

limestone. Non-royal sarcophagi

still going on in the pharaoh's burial were usnally made of wood.

chamber while his mummy was
nearing completion and his funeral

left (c. 1160 BC)

scenes portrays
g A date had been fixed. The large stone Ramemes Ol in
the pharaoh’s sarcophagus that would hold the royal

safe journey to mummy and its coffins had to be ready to

the gods.

receive them. Stonemasons and sculptors
worked on it in the burial chamber, since
manoeuvring such a huge block of stone
down the tomb's steps and passageways was
a difficult task that had to be done long
before the funeral day.

On the funeral day the
three coffins contmining
the mummy were placed

In the tomb of Tathmosis [T
(c. 1425 BC) the sarcophagus was
inscribed with sacred texts and
images (above). A sculptor cut
them into the red-painted )
quartzite, revealing its yellow Bunial chamber
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smmonae | HE CANOPIC JARS AND CHEST

'MENT EFORE A BODY WAS MUMMIFIED its stomach, liver, goddesses spread their arms,
i IB lungs and intestines were removed because they e . “‘! shrine ftself.

would have made it rot. However, it was vital for these o Shrine
organs to be kept, as the entire body had to be ; 3 {
preserved. They were therefore each dried separately,

wrapped up and stored in a jar. The four jars, called canopic

jars, were placed in a chest in the burial chamber, close to the

mummy in its sarcophagus.

The canopic jass, in their
chest, formed part of the
procession that
accompanied the mumary
- .to its tomb. Below, pharach
Titankhamun's canopic
chest, housed in a large
gilded shrine, is drawn
along on a sled.

coffins (right) made of gold,
elaborately inlaid and carved
with inscriptions. These
contained the pharach’s
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STOCKING THE TOMB

N THE DAY OF THE FUNERAL the

mummy was taken to its tomb by a

procession of people carrying furniture,

clothing, food and many other useful

things. These were placed in the tomb’s
storerooms. A pharaoh was buried with objects of the
greatest splendour and an ordinary person
with simpler ones, but their purpose was the
same - to supply the dead person with
everything they might need in
the next life.

‘This jewellery box
contained earrings, chest
pendants and broad
collars of gold inset with
semi-precious stones.

Chest containing g
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(b) and (c) Spear
heads

(d) Dagger
(e) Club with hand

guard
(f) Rattle axe
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PHARAOH JOINS THE GODS

N HIS FUNERAL DAY the pharach
made his last journey in this world,
across the Nile to the western bank
where the dead rested in their
tombs. His own tomb waited to
receive him there. His body was accompanied by

The dead pharach’s queen
and chief couriers (right)
watched in silence as the

last ceremony, that enabled
him to begin his new life, 3

was performed.
his successor, the new pharach, together with his
royal relatives, courtiers, high officials and priests. “";‘:‘ dressed
Aﬁe{ them came a'lc‘Jng line of bearers carrying zhnw;ednd"'
furniture and provisions for the tomb. At the threw dust upon
tomb’s entrance, the procession halted and the their heads as
mummy was set upright for the Opening ofthe '_l%‘““‘m
Mouth, a ceremony that magically kened the ST

~dead pharaoh’s senses, so that hewas ready for his SR
nm‘bﬁe

Cawopic shrive

THE PHARAOH MAKES
HIS LAST JOURNEY

WrEn i prsts 0ok the Forfis joumey 1o the tomb e

The mummy wert by boat Asmal pary dascandsd to the e womn Agr e turel cerEmany 8 mouth with the i
mum and akng & bural crameer. Batere e e fast wes ek dose i sl
shepad i . e n ha b, The uec's wora sponicl oftise: Anubiy e :

Tramic moumers & mags Musl  on 8 skeogs so Tt § could bs A fitusis hers & wes sken quBSN pisced A coller of fowsrs colars of 1owers aond stands behind him. ' |
attemyts 1o stmp tem. puled akng. 0 the Valley of e KIngs. Tound e colth neck. 3

priests with white
mourning bands
around their heads.

Throughout the

| ceremony priess  the leopard skin worn
|| burnedincense by priests, performed

and recited sacred  the Opening of the
| prayens (left). Mouth ceremony.

is greeted by Oiris,
while on the right his
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== ™
WHO WAS TUTANKHAMUN?

ODAY, everyone interested in ancient Egypt has
heard of Tutankhamun. Through the survival of
his tomb, full of treasures, he has become Egypt's

To judge from her
portrait bust (right),
Akhnaten’s chief wife,
Queen Nefetiti, was
very beantiful. She
shared her fmsband's

most famous pharaoh. Yet in his own time he was

not an important ruler and very little is known
about him. He came to the throne as a small boy when Egypt
was in a state of upheaval. The priests were angry and the
people confused because the previous pharaoh,
Tutankhamun's father, Akhnaten, had forced them to give up
their traditional gods and only worship Aten, the sun disk.
Interested only in religious ideas, Akhnaten had failed to
govern the country well.

portrait mask of

Below is Tutankhamun’s family Tatankhamun
tree. Akhnaten, like most covered the head
pharaohs, had a chief wife and of his mummy.

several minor ones, Tumnkhamun's
mother was a minor wife.

Akhnaten built a new capital
Kna, a minor wife g city, which he named
of Akhnaten. e Akhtaten in honour of his
g e god. The house below is a

reconstruction of one of its

Tutankhamun, too young to
know how to rule effectively,
was controlled by his advisors.
It has been suggested that one
of them engineered his death,
though there is no proof of this.
He died before there had been
time to build him a royal tomb
and was buried in a much
smaller one, originally meant
for someone else.

TwaKEMUTS GOE
ek broter,
‘Bmerkhkars, woukd
hev been the next
pharach, 1 e had not
ded #t about e same
1me &5 sk tather.
— ag=d

‘ahout SEVENEEN when he 0IBd. He 1§ nown [ ek sistar,

Newe relgred tor reughly nine years, sohamust  Arkhessnamun.

have become ot Egypt when e was.  fal| e o Ifuence e reforms. The femples. 0
36 mmw:("y':lun."- b mmmlm;':nw TuErehamur's mmb.  mewed 10 MsTens. m-mm&mm':aln. Horamiieb. 37
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In a small room opening from ‘When the four carved and gilded

the firt chamber (below) shrines had been set up around the

Carter found hundreds of sarcophagus in the burial chamber

jumbled up objects Originally (right) there was almost no rocm lef.

had been stored here, but Tha first shrine, mads of o g A S shrines holding
furniture had been included gilded ard inlaid cedarwood. e ; e o 7

mbalnd inur'd.
ot of ey,

The 18 model boats in the treasury
were symbols of voyaging to the next
world and of the pharach’s sacred
journey in the Sun’s boat.

TUTANKHAMUN'S TOMB

HEN HOWARD CARTER and Lord
Carnarvon dug their way into

) Tutankhamun's tomb they were dazzled by
the riches it held. Although it had been
robbed in ancient dmes, the thieves had

only taken things that they could carry easily. The burial
chamber was untouched. Its gilded shrines still enclosed
the massive sarcophagus in which the pharaoh lay, in an

ito bl fomb (Whove), @ innermost coffin of solid gold weighing 110.4 kg.

superintendent showed Magnificent jewellery adorned the mummy, which wore a
where they must be put. headpiece of heavy beaten gold, inlaid with lapis lazuli. The
d]:":"-"l“'d;:" ‘:‘ storerooms held gilded thrones, furniture and splendid
Jittle space for all the things a caskets of ivory and wood, painted with scenes or inlaid with
pharaoh needed. In a normal gold and with blue faience. There were lamps, precious
New Kingdom royal burial vessels and toilet obj all of exquisite work hip. Yet
thre Nould hawe bees these were the grave goods of a young and unimportant
Chamber. Their flesh was several pllared bhalks nd pharaoh, hastily buried in a makeshift tomb with litdle
resin paintad and their dothes storage space. Imagine the wealth that once lay piled in
the king :;“;:':!’E‘:’“d the great royal tombs!
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A TOMB ROBBER'S

ROBBING THE TOMB _

ESPITE THE SACRED nature of
the tombs they were often
looted, sometimes not long after
the funeral. Records reveal that

the culprits were often the tomb

the passage when For most of the valley's
builders themselves. The robbers of the first break-in was "'""_'."’"’mm
Tutankhamun's tomb knew its layout well — discovered (left). Rets caght
they went straight to the jewellery chests in 1o e vela

the treasury. If they had not been caught, they
would almost certainly have returned and

done far more d:unage As it is, the tomb's
contents (now in Cairo museum) are one of
the wonders of the world. s

The records of same of
1hees rials have
sunvived. It peapia were
falCEE D ghve eirence
ihey wers beaten il
they anawered.
The thieves created
chaos in the
antechamber, tipping the
contents out of boxes
and finging aside
they did not :
want (right). -
A thief dropped eight gold rings tied
in a scarf (above) and someone tossed
it back into the tomb.
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TIMESPAN

The history of ancient Egypt
spans over three thousand
years. To make this immense
length of dme easier to grasp,
historians have divided it into
three long periods (called the
Old, the Middle and New
Kingdoms). During these
times, Egypt was united and
prosperous. The three
Kingdoms are separated by
times of confusion (the
Intermediate Periods) when
there was divil war and foreign
invasions of E Finally
there is the Late Period, when
Egypt was in decline. The
timeline pictured below shows
when the different periods in
Egypt’s long history started and
finished and shows when the
pyramids and tombs were built.

Egypt’s pharaohs, of which
about 250 are recorded, are
grouped into dynastes. A
dynasty is a succession of rulers
belonging to related families.
‘While thirty two dynasties came
and went (over a period more
than one and a half times
longer than that which
separates us from the ancient
Romans!), the Egyptian way of
life hardly changed at all. The
people’s faith in their pharach
and the gods, their attitude to
life and death and their trust
in the living tomb remained
the same at all tmes.

The Archaic period In
prehistoric imes there were
many small chiefdoms along
the Nile valley. In tme, these
formed two major kingdoms —

Upper and Lower Egypt.
Egypt's recorded history began
in about 3100 BC when the two
kingdoms were united by a
warrior called Menes. He
became the first pharaoh of all

Egypt.

During this period, graves were
covered by mounds. These
later developed a flat, straight-
sided shape which resembled a
house. In much more recent
times, the Arabs, thinking they
looked bench-shaped, called
these mounds ‘mastabas’ —

their word for bench — and this
name has stuck.

The Old Kingdom (26822181 BC
= 3rd-8th dynasties) During this
period of peace and stability,
the first pyramids were built, to
provide the pharaohs with
everlastdng tombs. The most
famous are the three at Giza:

the Great Pyramid, built

c. 2550 BC for Kheops, a
pharaoh of the 4th dynasty,
and the pyramids of his son
Khephren and of Khephren's
successor Mykerinos. The great
Sphinx, an enormous man-
headed lion at the approach to
Khephren's pyramid also dates
from this time.

First Intermediate period (2181-
2040 BC — 9th-11th dynasties)
The authority of the pharaohs
weakened. Egypt split into two
warring kingdoms, one in the
north and one in the south.

Middle (2040-1786 BC
~ 114 14th dynasties) A prince
from the city of Thebes united
the country and a second great
age began. Egypt's prosperity
and military strength

i d

q

P
to be built but they were on a
smaller scale and were made
from mud brick. Impressive
private tombs were cut into the
hillside overlooking the Nile in
middle Egypt.

Second Intermediate Period
(17861567 BC — 15th-17th
dynasties) Asiatic invaders,
called the Hyksos, invaded
lower Egypt.

Tutankhamun's death mask

New Kingdom (15671085 BC -
18th-20th dynasties) The
leaders of upper Egypt
defeated the Hyksos and
reunited the kingdom. Under
famous pharaohs, such as
Tuthmosis I1T and the warlike
Ramesses II, Egypt was at the
peak of her prosperity at home
and her fame abroad.
Tutankhamun made his brief
appearance in the 18th dynasty
and the great temples at

modern Karnak and Luxor
(Thebes) were built. This is
the period of the rock-cut royal
tombs in the Valley of the
Kings.

Third Intermediate Period (1085
712 BC - 215t 24th dynasties)
Egypt's prosperity declined.
Under weak rulers the country
was attacked by one enemy
after another.

Late Period (712-332 BC —
25th-31st dynasties) During this
tme Egypt was conquered by
the Persians.

Creco-Roman period (332 BC-
AD 395) Alexander the Great
drove out the Persians and put
Greek pharaohs on the throne.
In 30 BC Egypt became a
province of the Roman

Amenophis I Rock cut tomb  Ramesses IV
(plan,
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GLOSSARY

Page numbers in bold refer to illustrations

Adze A wol used for
wood, which had a blade set at fight
angles to the handle.

A type of fine,
and veined limestone used by the
Egyptians in architecture. It was
often used to make sarcophagi.

Amulet A small object, either worn
or carried on one’s person, which
was thought to ward off evil.

Awl A tool used to pierce holes.

Bow drill A drill encircled by the

string of a small bow. The bow was
pushed back and forth, causing the
string to romte the drill

Caldte A crystallised form of chalk.

Causeway A raised roadway built on
an embankment.

Embalmers People whose trade is
the presesving of dead bodies with
spices and oils before the funeral.

Fajence Decoration made from
glazed powdered quartz.

Flall A tool with a heavy wooden
club, hinged to swing freely from a
long handle. It was carried by the
pharaoch to symbolise kingship.

Funeral bler A moveable frame on
which a coffin is placed so that it can
be taken to its grave or tomb.

to give it a smooth surface, ready for
painting or gilding.

Gypsum A white powdery mineral.
Hieroglyph A picmre sign. These
signs, which could represent either

objects or sounds, formed the
ancient Egyptian alghabet.

Incense A mixture of gums or spices
that produce a sweet smell when
burnt.

Ka One of the aspects of a person’s
immortal spirit, according to the
ancient Egyptians. They believed that
itwas a spiritual double of the living
person, and that it would live on

Q_Hxhe A very hard rock, with a

after death, i

Lapis lazuli A dark blue semi-
precious stone.

Litter A seat or couch mounted on
horizontal poles, in which a person
could be carried. The pales rested on
the bearers’ shoulders.

Lector priest A priest whose job it
was 1o read ond sacred verses and

prayers during religious ceremonies.
Malachite A greencoloured mineral.

Natron A natural form of salt, used
in ancient Egyptian purification and
ommmification techniques.

Ochre A type of day containing
oxide of iron which gives it a colour
varying from yellow to brovmish red.

Pall A doth that was draped over
the coffin.

thread. When the weight is allowed

to hang freely the thread provides a
true vertical line.

Porters Tomb workers whose job it
was to carry stone and rubble back
up to the surface.

Scribe A professional writer,
responsible for all offial reports.

Sequin A small metal disk sewn onto
cloth as decoration.

Shabtis Small fignines, placed in
tombs, to ensure that the tomb
owner would not have to work in the
next world. If any unpleasant duties
were expected of him, the shabtis
would perform them on his behalf.
Shrine A conminer,
made of wood or metal, in which the
image of a god was kept.

Shroud A cloth in which a body is
vrapped for burial.

Silica A mineral substance found, in
the form of quartz, in many rocks.

Underworld A place beneath the
earth, which the ancient Egyptians
believed was full of hidden dangers.
After death, they had to find their
way through the underworld safely,
with the help of spells and prayers,
before they could enter the afterlife.

Vider A ruler’s chief minister. Egypt
originally had one vizier but in New
Kingdom times there were two — one
for the north and one for the south
of the country.
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