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TRIASSIC TIMES

Dinosaurs first appeared on Earthin
the Triassic period, which lasted from around
250 to 200 million years ago. At the beginning
of the Triassic period the world was a very
different place. The continents were joined
tosut%cr in one giant landmass, called Pangaca,
which was surrounded by a vast ocean

Prehistoric landscape

It was so hot and dry that most
of the planet was covered in
desert. The plants that grew were
strange Prehvstorvc ferns and
palm-like trees, called cycads

Prehistoric fern

Balancing tail

foraptor

Some Triassic dinosaurs were small and
fast. One of the first was the meat
eater, Eoraptor. It was about the size
of adog and walked on two legs.

Herrerasaurus

This dinosaur was one of the largest
predators of its time. It was as long
as a car and welghed as much as a Nile
crocodile. Meat-eating dinosaurs like

) this one are called carnivores
Razor-gharp
teeth
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Sharp
Plateosaurus eyesight
Not all Triassic dinosaurs were fierce
meat eaters Some, like Plateosavrus, “exlble

were huge plant eaters that walked on
two or four legs. Plant-eating dinosaurs
are called herbivores.

“eavy tail

Liliensternus

These crested dinosaurs
were ferocious fast-moving
predators They probably
preyed on much
slower dinosaurs, such
as Plateosavrus



GREAT AND SMALL

Althoogh we think of dinosaurs as huge, scary beasts, they werent
all giant Predators Some, like T-rex were big and fierce, but others
were small, and many of the biggest dinosaurs were herbivores.

Giant killer

\«/eighing in at around eight tonnes, Giganotosaums
was Probab|y even bigder than Tyrannosaorus rex.
But even Giganotosavrus wasn't the biggest meat eater..

bint-size predator

Some of the smallest dinosaur
skeletons ever found belong
to Microraptor. It was only
about the size of a crow
and had four wings!

Argentinosauras

Chicken

lompsognathus




Sharp teeth -

o MONSTERS OF THE DEEP fgpers

Dinosaurs did not live in the sea, but the prehistoric underwater world was
@ teeming with life. There were familiar creatuores, such as crabs and jellyfish,
but swimming alongside them were some troly terrifying sea reptiles

Ic’/)tb/tl!duru&'

3ellyﬁsi?

Terrible crocodile

Deinosuchus lurked in estoaries. It looked like a giant crocodile,
with rows of terrifying teeth. It was big and bad and would take
on any dinosaurs that dared to venture near the water's edgel



DEATH OF THE DINOSAURS

Dinosaurs disappeared from our planet about 65 millon
years ado. It wasn't just the dinosaurs that disappeared
The gigantic swimming and flying reptiles also vanished

Dinosaur detectives
Luckily, we know a lot about
dinosaurs from the fossilized

bones, footprints, nests, edgs and
droppings they left behind.

hsteroid

breat mystery

The death of the dinosaurs
is one of the world's
greatest mysteries There
are lots of different ideas.
Many people think that a
huge asteroid from space
collided with Earth.

The survivors
Not all living things died. Smaller reptiles,

. birds and some plants survived Even
VOlcanlC crocodiles managed to live through
CruPthnS whatever happened and they are
Other scientists stillaround today
believe that volcanic
eruptions might

have released toxic
dases that killed
lots of plants
and animals.
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- 2. The creature’s flesh and 3. Many years pass and the
How fossils form skin gradually starts to rot sand or mud evanuaHy turns
1. Fossils are formed over many away, but the bones are to rock. The imprint of the
thousands of years. The process left behind. The remains are creature is left in the rock
begins when a creature dies covered by sand or mud This is a fossil




