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AMAZING RAINFORESTS

Rainforests can be found all
around the world in places where
there’s lots of rain. They are home
to millions of different plants
and animals. Let’s explore some of
the world's rainforests and their
fascinating features...

The Amazon

The Amazon is the biggest rainforest in the world
It is home to over 400 types of mammals, and
thovsands of different types of birds, fi ish and

bugs. The pink river dolphin is one amazing Amazon

animal that can't be found anywhere else on Earth

“hncient forests

The rainforests of
Asia started growing
over 70 million years
agol There are areas

of bamboo forest
here, which are home

to avery onique
type of bear...




BY THE RIVER

Tropical rainforests contain some
of the world's largest rivers. The
rivers and nearby land provide
food and shelter for many animals.
Let's take a trip down the Congo
River in Africa to learn more
about life by the water

Lungfigh
The prehistoric lungfish has
been around for nearly
400 million years| Unlike
most fish, it can breathe
air just like we do, using its

specially adapted longs.

Red river hog

Red river hogs like to hang out near
swamps and rivers, where they snif f
around for roots to eat. These small
wild pigs are also excellent swimmers|

o lameroon otter

hbove the surface

Tnsects such as damselflies

hover just above the water

in search of other insects
to eat. Tastyl

Nippopotamus
To keep cool under the scorching African sun,
pros spend most of their days in the water.
They can hold their breath under the surface
for up to five minutes|

\

Little bittern / #“Z

Nile crocodile

Crocodiles lie on riverbanks
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waiting for prey. They open

Just like a panting dogl

‘ their mouth to Keep cool,
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(learwater river

Clearwater rivers are clear
in colour and flow speedily
t\'\rough very old rocky
areas. Lots of plants grow
around this type of river
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TYPES OF RIVER
Blackwater river

Blackwater rivers are dark
brown or black. They may look
morky, but these rivers contain

some of the cleanest natural

waters in the world|

Whitewater river
Whitewater rivers aren't
white at all, but Iisht brown —
like chocolate milkl This colour
comes from soil that has
washed into the water.




LIFE UP HIGH

Animals in the canopy layer have special features that

heJP them live l'ngl'\ up in the rainforest trees. Let's see

who's Far\ging around in the treetops and learn more
about these fascinating animals

flying snake

Flying snakes take
a clever shortcut
to get from tree
to tree. Instead of
slithering up from
the floor, they propel
themselves of f
branches and dlide
through the air|

Orangutan

The name ‘orandutan’
means person of the
forest’ These apes
spend nearly all their
time in the trees
They even sleep in
leafy nests high opin
the branches.

Ulever crawler!

Josepk's coat caterpillars
chew tree bark for hours and A fossa uses its long tail to balance

Howler monkey

hours. They use it to cover on high branches. This catlike animal -S:hegpd { mm;"xmﬂ
their cacoon (hard outer has sharP claws and terrifying teeth ‘ loud call is ':F;gssage to other | m:r\yka to
cases), to protect them as which it uses to catch prey. \ “this Dtakgnf ~
they c}\ange into a moth. \ say SP"t s



THE AMAZON RAINFOREST

The Amazon is the biggest rainforest on Earth, stretchmg across nine
South American countries. It is a very important habitat becavse more
than half of all types of plants and wildlife can be found here.

Wagsive menu
Lots of the fruit, vedetables, nuts and spices that we eat were first found in the Amazon

Winding water

The Amazon River is
Super svimmer aroond 6400 kiometres
In April 2007, Martin m:ﬁgﬁg&*
Strel swam the entire i ¥ i
|engﬂw of the Amazon e )
River in 66 daysl Banana

biranha

Piranhas are one of the many dangerous
animals found in the Amazon River. These
meat-eating fi ish have very sharP teeth.
They hunt in large groups called shoals!

farth's lungs 1 live here!

The Amazon is sometimes called the ‘Earth's longs' oxy gen There are around 400
because the plants here produce 20 per cent of different groups of people

all the fresh air that we breathe. that live in the Amazon

’ rainforest. The largest

group are the Yanomami

people who live in big,

round huts called shabonos.

linchona tree




