ture

~

I INd

V)
S
(O
as:
O
(O
Yo
“©
=
V)
Q
b
=
=)
X
LLl

- o s
- -y .‘

- " g
. ..t\.’
‘

..Q‘ °e .0
P o >4 AN

E
- Sy
v
™
”




ROCK POOL

As the tide goes out, it leaves behind pools of sea water
trapped in gaps between the rocks. Each rock pool has

A rock pool may look safe, but it's a harsh
world - battered by waves and heated by the sun.

its own unique treasure trove of plants and animals.

Barnacl e stick to the surface l

of rocks. Their strong shells
protect them from predators.

Most of these small fishes will
 stay in the same rock pool
all their lives.

S eawead is vital for
the web of life in a roc
pool. Many creatures
depend on it for food
and shelter.
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A candy-st riped f1 atvorm
creeps across the rock pool
using théusands of tiny hairs
on its underside.

\\\\ Hrnit crabs have soft body
parts. They use the empty
shells of other sea creatures
for protection.

Sea anemones are sometimes called
“flowers of the sea’ but they are animals,
closely related to jellyfish and corals.

By day, the brown shrinp
lies buried under the sand.




MANGROVE TREE

Mangrove trees and shrubs are found along tropical coasts.
The warm, salty water they live in would quickly kill most
plants, but mangroves are tough survivors. They also create
incredible habitats. In Florida, USA, the mangrove swamps
are home to more than 1,300 animal species, including birds,
fishes and amphibians.

Mangroves store fresh
water in their thick,
succulent leaves.

feeding mostly on red
mangrove leaves.

Leaves drop from the
mangrove trees and are
broken down by fungi and
bact eria, which tum them
into det rit us.
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During long droughts, the river
and most of the waterholes
dry up. Thousands of fishes

die, but those that survive will

repopulate the river when
the rains return.

These’smnge-leeking
creatures are stid d shrimp.

i/

Ayd | owfaced whp snale
hunts for frogs at the
water's edge.

A praying mantis
hunts for insects
among the reeds.

A kingfisher
waits beside
the pool.

-
When the rains fall, huge
numbers of Main’s frogs
emerge to lay their eggs X
in the water. bw many
can you see?

. cindd 7
The Hrtl ’s cat fishfeeds in the
muddy bottom of the pool. The -
females lay their eggs when the rains
come and water levels begin to rise.



The top part of a coral reef is
covered in tiny, soft bodied animals
called coral pol yps.

Many creatures come to coral
reefs to lay their eggs. The reefs
are also nurseries for
young fishes.

Acl aner shinp waves its long
antennae to show it is ready to clean
other sea creatures.

A surgeonf ishswims
up to a cleaner shrimp.

These bat fishare queucing
to have their teeth cleaned.

There are many different types of coral.
This is a hard coral called Acropora.
Coral reefs help the planet, as they recycle
carbon dioxide a gas that leads to global
warming. But coral reefs are in danger.




