‘Explore small habitats
In nature




LEAF LITTER

The leaf litter on a forest floor is a busy small worId
In this North American forest, the many animals hide from
predators and find food amongst fallen leaves.

3

Leaves collect under woodland
trees — especially in autumn - and
create a home for many bugs. What
has this American robin found?

& S > N . \ g Fungi grow well
Uk s in leaf litter, where there is plenty
. ’ Little birds, like this chickadee, 1 73/ A grey squirrel is nibbling s of water and rotting plants.

eat berries and bugs. . a pine cone to release the
small seeds.

T Leaf litter isn’t just made
up of dead leaves. It also
contains soil, stones, tree

roots and sticks. These hold
plenty of air and water,

making it a good home. o

The foul-smelling skunk -
cabbage thrives in damp places. i Toads and frogs keep their skin -
Some creatures think it % damp by lurking in decomposing /

smells good! - leaves. Can you find one?




ALPINE MEADOW

The sun is shining on a high mountain meadow in the Swiss Alps
in southern Europe. Even a small area of the meadow is full of life.
Flowers and fungi grow, bees buzz and crickets sing.

umblebee buzzes

x llound collecting.
pollen and nectar

P ns o
It's easy to hear crickets
s udly in the meadow,
~ butit's hard to see them
hiding under leaves!
How many can you find?

Ants collect seeds
from plants and

i e N N\ Stoats have brown
eat later. / 7@ furin the summer.
P
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Fritillary butterflies seek
out flowers growing on
the cliffs and feed on the
nectar. Birds such as cliff
swallows hunt them.

This black tarantula
spends most of its
time in a burrow
on a ledge.

California condors soar high above
the canyon looking for food below.
They are scavengers and eat the

j \\\\&\“;\\ 20 remains of animals that have died

peregrine
falcon is one
of the fastest
birds of prey.

Kestrels, eagles, hawks and falcons are
birds of prey, and hunt other animals.
They have superb eyesight, strong beaks
and sharp claws called talons.

Cliff swallows migrate from South
America to the canyon to build mud
nests where they lay their eggs.




