Asteroid belt
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Huge lumps of rocks, called o
asteroids, circle the Sun
between Mars and Jupiter. @
This region is known as the
asteroid belt. Sometimesan @
asteroid will get knocked
off course and may even
crash into a planet!

® Distant planets
There are eight planets in
our solar system, but they
aren'’t the only planets in the
®  universe. Planets orbiting other
stars are known as ‘exoplanets’.
@ There may even be life on some
of these distant worlds!



THE
SUN

A huge, hot ball of glowing gas,
the Sun is in fact our closest star.
It is so huge that Earth could fit inside
it over 1 million times!

The Sun’s immense
from reactions deepinside its core.
Here, intense pressure makes
hydrogen atoms fuse together to

make the gas helium, releasing
huge amounts of enejrgy‘

The Sun has been shiding for
4.6 billion years and will keep
shining as long as it has hydrogen
in its core. However, anje day

this fuel will run out. When this
happens, the Sun will expand into
a red giant star, then collapse to
make a dead star called a white
dwarf. There’s no need to worry,
though - that won’t happen for

another 7 billion years or so!

Parker Solar Probe

NASA’s Parker Solar
Probe launched in 2018
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~ where the Sun’s magnetic
 field is especially strong

Warning!
The Sun’s light is so bright
that it can harm your eyes
~ even through sunglasses!
It’s advisable to never look
directly at it.
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‘Sunspots are dark areas
the surface of the Sun, whnch
are cooler than the region
around them. They occu
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~ Asolarflareis an explos;%',
of energy on the Sun’s

surface. Some are so intense
 that they can mterfere with
radio communi

v 4 X i
\f’,\: Sun weather s
Y Sometimes the Sun's surface

is calm, and other times 2
‘itis very active. This Sun ,'
weather, called the solar
cycle, peaks every 11 years.
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2: The universe expands

The universe doubled in size more than
90 ond. *




