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STANDARD e-f UR

One of the most amazing masterpieces of Sumerian art is the Standard of Ur s iU
BIGCEST CHARACTER
This is a wooden box inlaid with a beautiful mosaic made of shell, red limestone and en iy
[apis lazuli. It comes from the ancient city of Ur (in modern-day Iraq) and is about s
4,600 years old. There s a detailed scene on each side of the box. One represents war

CAN YOU FIND THE MUSIC WAS PLAYED
AT THE BANQUET.
CAN You SPOT A
MUSICIAN PLAYING

THE LYRE? IT
ST00L AND WEARING
and the other peace. The peace scene, below, depicts a banquet on three levels: the e MDST AFLORATED kaj :,::: LIKE
upper level shows a king with six quests, each holding a cup in their hand. The middle WTAIT. LO0K CAREFULLY AT THE FIGURES ABOVE. CAN YoU FIND THEM ON THE :

and lower levels show people bringing animals and food in preparation for the feast STAOARDIEUE e O HICHIRIGUSE DO SN (TR ARREARINETHE STANDASOR
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ASSYRIAN

The Assyrians rose to power in the middle of the 3rd millennium BCE. One of the
biggest empires in ancient Mesopotamia, they were famous for their palaces
These monuments were exquisitely decorated with wall sculptures called 'reliefs' -
3D sculptures carved into the wall. Popular images included winged figures, believed
to offer protection to the kings and queens who lived there. Some, known as ‘winged
genii’ had the head of a man with a winged body. The reliefs in this illustration are
from the Assyrian Palace of Nimrud, bult by King Ashurnasirpal Il in around 879 BCE

APKALLU WERE WISE, WINGED FIGURES WITH THE HEAD 0F A HUMAN
OR EAGLE, OFTEN SHOWN HOLDING SMALL BUCKETS. CAN YoU SPOT
2 APKALLU WHICH HAVE FLOWERS IN THEIR HANDS INSTEAD?

/12

CONSIDERED DEITIES, THE LAMASSU WERE
HUMAN-HEADED WINGED LIONS, OFTEN
FOUND IN PAIRS GUARDING THE ENTRANCES
T0 PALACES. CAN YoOU SPOT 5 DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THESE 2 SCULPTURES?

CAN YOU SPOT KING ASHURNASIRPAL
1 AMONGST THESE CHARACTERS?
HE HAS A BEARD BUT NO WINGS.

FROM THE FRONT, THE LAMASSU
APPEARED T0 STAND, AND FROM THE
SIDE, T0 WALK, S0 OFTEN THEY HAVE

AN UNUSVAL NUMBER OF LEGS. LOOK
CAREFULLY AND COUNT HOW MANY LEGS
EACH OF THE BIG SCULPTURES HAS.
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PERSIAN ﬁrioz&

The Ancient Persan Empire was ruled by the Achaemenid dynasty from 6th to 4th century BCE. Atits = A L 11 R

height, the empire stretched as far as modern-day Eqypt and the Balkens to the west, and the Indus e e T P ot 3 s S Ve e S e

Valley in the east. Persian art was strongly influenced by the Mesopotamian culture, as can be seen in e o
the illutration below. The Persian King Darius | built an enormous palace in Susa his favourite ity e
He decorated it with sophisticated mosaics made of glazed bricks in beautiful blues, greens and golds. :

CAN YOU FIND 2 INCOMPLETE FLOWERS IN THE LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE LARGEST FRIEZE.
PATTERNS ON THIS PAGE? ONLY 2 MEN ARE IDENTICAL CAN YoU SPOT THEM?
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