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RELBION THE OLDEN
Fifteen, siiiiiixteen, se-ve-nteeeeeen. There are seventeen plates on a stegosaurus. That settles it

then, you can tell Liam at school tomorrow that he was WRONG, and that clearly his brain is no
bigger than a stegosauruses, which as it happens had a brain the size of a lime . You're still the
undisputed champion of dinosaur facts.

Rs you look for the exit, you
notice you've got the Dinosaur
Gallery all to yourself.

In fact, it’s eerily quiet in the WILD THINGS BONES
corridor too. AND STONES,
Then, just as you reach the ﬁ

gift shop, the lights go out.

Uh oh, you were so distracted by the dinosaurs, you must
have missed the announcement for closing time, and now . ..
YOUWRE LOCKED IN THE MUSEUM!

All alone in the museum, eh? No queues. No
shushing when you're too loud. Just you and the
greatest treasures ever found on the planet.
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x\\\\\ ¢_ Thebig BOOM! AtSmetrestong
I b @ ‘ Dinosaurs are prehistoric reptiles that ruled titanosaur is twice as
—~1 Earth for 180 million years before going extinct long as a car ransporter!
-~ e
Hmm, that’s odd, it looks fuller in here than it did a minute ago. It’s as though 66 million years ago in a sudden, disasfrous
the room has somehow gairied a million more bores, which might have a little event that scientists still can't agree on. Was it
something to do with this guy. Craning your heck, up, up, up; you take in [a replica an asteroid, or a volcanic eruption? Perhaps it
cast of] the mighty titanosaur (Patagotitan mayorum) - the world’s biggest o was both in one catastrophic BOOM! Either way,
dirosaur. It’s so big, it almost doesrtt it inside the museurn. the world around the dinosaurs would have
changed incredibly fast - too quickly for them

| fo adapt and survive. Good thing too, imagine
meeting one on the school run?

Almost 100 million years ago this giant roamed
the forests of Argentina in South America. A

relative of diplodocus, she would have chomped

through the equivalent of 516 round lettuces in

vegelation each day Forming fossils
Today, palaeontologists are dinosaur detectives, piecing together the story of their
fime on Earth by digging up fossils. Most fossils are created when layers of sand or
mud seftle on top of a living thing that has died, but before it can rof or get gobbled
up by something else. The soft parts of the body break down and the hard parts, like
the skeleton, are left behind; slowly buried and compacted until they turn into rock.
Other fimes footprints, eggshells and even poo are fossilised — clues to what the
living thing did when it was alive.

In a little over 300 years, nearly 11,000 dinosaur fossils have been discovered,
helping palaeontologists to name around 700 species . And then there are all
manner of other fascinating fossils from across the animal kingdom.
Everywhere you

look there are boties R R e )
and fossils with ore type 5

dominating themall . ..

dinosaurs.

You stomp into
the next room to
see themall.




The room is packed with fascinating
fossils that bring the past to life - from
dinosaurs and their petrified poos to
mammoths and marine monsters!
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Topped with feathers

Lane is one of the most complete triceratops
skeletons in existence, with mummified skin
intact. Tiny holes in the bumpy skin tell scientists
she may have had feathers or quills!

Worm from the deep
Hallucigenia sparsa (pronounced hal-oo-suh-
gen-ee-ah) is a 500-million-year-old marine
worm. It had 10 clawed legs, curved spines
along its back, and what we previously thought
was its bum we now know was a mouth lined
with backwards-facing spiny teeth.

The world’s first bird

At first glance this might look like a fossilised
bird, except it has teeth and clawed hands.

It's the missing link - a 150-million-year-old
archaeopteryx that shows how repiles evolved
- gradually developed - into birds
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Meet Beelzebufo
ahuge, African frog
with armoured skin
and the biteforce of
alion - making him ¥,
strong enough to eat Nl

baby dinosaurs!

You are what you eat!
At 67 centimetres long, Barnum is the world’s biggest coprolite (pronounced
ko-pruh-lite)- fossilised poo. Coprolites help palaeontologists better
understand a dinosaur’s diet. Barnum is full of bones as it once belonged to a
meat eater known as a T. Rex, proving this species ate every part of its prey.
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The shark-like helicoprion
(pronounced hel-ee-cope-ree-on)
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Anear-complete skeleton of B‘ \ & -
213,000-year-old mastodon, A
the ancestor of today’s [ ~
elephants, unearthed by |
an American couple while |
digging their backyard pond . y{
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A small carnivorous dinosaur called
Sinosauropteryx s the first ever
discovered with preserved feathers.

Megaloceros, an
extinct giant Irish elk

Suddenly, there’s a monstrous rumbling next-door that makes the bones
shake and your knees knock. Before your brain can tell your feet to stop,
they‘ve carried you through the door bringing you face to face with .. .
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High up on a mobile platform, an
archacologist is cautiously vacuurming
the brown bones of a T-Rex, who's
purring like a giant contented cat.

You cautiously dust along Sue’s jawbore. Is i just
You, or are her eyes Following you?

You then reluctantly dust between Se’s teeth.
Pooee, GS-ilion-year-old bad breath is the worst.

And as you lean in closer to dust Sue’s rostriis ...

0.1t took 6

a, one foggy morning in
people 17 days to extract the b
longer to remove the rock in preparation for
Sue going on display,

“Twice a year we like £o blow the dust off
OF Suie,” he smiles. “It's delicate work, e
Wouldn't want to . . . upset her.”
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“Raaaaaaaachoo/”
she roars, biasting you
onto your bottorm,

“Want to have a goP* the palacontologist.
says, handing you o Feather duster. This
s good for getting into all those fFiddly

Spots withou causing any cracks.”

It seems Sue was
very dusty.




