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& The Jurassic Period (201-145 million years ago) was a time of huge
hange for the planet and its inhabitants. The super-continent Pangea

continued to split apart, and new oceans rushed to fill the spaces
een, creating wide, shallow seas, dotted by tropical islands. On the
inents, mountains burst up, separated by wide forests of conifers,
“fis and cycads. The climate was hot and tropical. And in the oceans,
kies and the land, many new species evolved  filling the gaps left
behind by a huge extinction event at the end of the Triassic.
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On land, dinosaurs were dominant, and began to diversify in
appearance and lifestyle. With so much plant-life to eat, herbivores
reached enormous sizes: the first sauropods evolved, growing to mighty
lengths. In response, predators grew larger, too. Alongside these fierce
i\ hunters, smaller feathered dinosaurs roamed the forests — these

\\/’ ‘went on to become the ancestors of the birds.
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JURASSIC SKIES

The skies of the Jurassic Period were not populated by birds, but by huge
flying reptiles with tooth-lined beaks! They were the pterosaurs. These
reptiles were not dinosaurs, but were part of the same wider family known
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as the archosaurs, to which all dinosaurs, pterosaurs and crocodiles belong. = D e ol
et

They first appeared in the Late Triassic, and ruled the skies for more than
160 million years until the end of the Cretaceous.

we know today!

Pterosaurs had wings made of skin and muscle, stretched from their long
fourth finger to their body. Hollow bones reduced their weight, so they
were light enough to fly, despite their huge size. And many had tails,
which would have been used like a rudder on an aeroplane to help
them steer in mid-air. On land, pterosaurs could have folded their
wings and walked on their forelimbs like legs. Like many birds
today, they probably roosted on cliff edges or trees, and could
have used the height to help them take off.

Rhamphorhynchus
et This pterosaur used its needle-
il  fish as it flew

Pterodactylus
This pterosaur is thought
o tohavefedon smallerland
animals, crushing them with its
powerful beak.

Dimorphodon

This small-sized

pterosaur may have been

B an insect-eater. lts relatively

short wings mean it probably
only flew short distances.

Flying insects.
Dragonflies and other
insects also buzzed in the
Jurassic skies.

Anurognathus
This tiny pterosaur had a wingspan
of just 35cm ~ and weighed just
40g. That's about the same
weight as a chocolate bar!




Amargasaurus

This was a comparatively small
sauropod, reaching lengths of just
13m. It had two rows of spines
down its neck and back, which
could have been used for

display or defence
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Sauropods were large, long-necked plant-eaters that first emerged

in the Jurassic. They walked on four pillar-like legs to support thejr\
enormous weight, and spent all day grazing on leaves, ferns and > “"\
horsetails, in order to take in enough nutrients. However, their

long necks enabled them to reach even the highest trees, like ’ '
giraffes today, so they could reach shoots and leaves inaccessible /
to smaller animals. \

By the Cretaceous, some well-known species, such as Diplodocus

had died out. But in their wake came the largest sauropods ever:

the titanosaurs. Named after the mythological Titans of Ancient

Greece, they grew to lengths of up to 30 metres: longer than

three buses. They were the last great group of sauropods before

the dinosaurs all went extinct.

Abelisaurus

Few predators could have taken on the sheer
size of a sauropod as prey, but one of those
that could was Abelisaurus, a 7.5-metre-long
hunter from what is now South America.
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Asteroid

Asteroids are rocky bodies
that orbit (circle) the Sun.
They range from hundreds
of metres across to many
kilometres wide.

K-T extinction

The extinction is formally known

2s the Cretaceous-Tertiary, or K-T
extinction. K is short for the German
word for Cretaceous and Tertiary s the
name for the period of time covering
the Paleogene and Neogene periods,
which came after the Cretaceous.




