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By the end of the Triassic,
had begun to drift apart ir
continents: Laurasia in the
and Gondwana in the sout
- Mussaurus
* This plant-eater was one of the
ancestors of the huge sauropods that
evolved in later years. It reache
lengths of up to 8m - about
long a5 a bus! :

Parasuchus
Crocodile-like Parasuchus ate fish and
grew to around 2m long

Placerias

This hippopotamus-like plant-
eater belonged to a family
called ‘dicynodonts’, meaning
‘two dog tooth’ — thanks to
their two tusks.

Nyasaurus

Nyasaurus fossils have been
discovered in rocks 243 million
years old, making it the earliest
known dinosaur.

ﬁyé;m ago) began after the
b nost 90 per cent of species
) animal life boomed.




meat-eater had a S
and ran quickly ! t.yracosaurlus : ol
ORE D - With four to six long spikes sticking.
| out of its neck frill and a huge horn
-~ on the front of its nose, this dinosaur,
whose name means ‘spiked lizard’ had a
formidable appearance. Its huge neck
Duck-billed dinosaurs rill may have helped it to attract a mate.‘
Hadrosaurs, or duck-billed dinosaurs, were
known as the cows of the cretaceous. This is
because they grazed in huge herds across the
Cretaceous plains. They are also known as
duck-billed dinosaurs because of their beak:
like mouth shaj

losaurus ™ o
t-motre-long dinosaur had a riceratops
This huge ceratopsian (horned dinosaur) was
the size of an African elephant, with three
7 like a club, which it could swing horns on its face, the longest nearly one metr
Pachycephalosaurus " e ot ttackers. long. It had a large frill at the back of ts skull
g to defend its vulnerable neck from attack, and
a beak-like mouth for eating plants.

This 4-metre-long dinosaur may
have used its thick-domed skull
to fight other males - like deer
do today. The top of its skull was
up to 25¢m thick!

CRETACEOUS
PERIOD

The Cretaceous Period lasted from 145-66 million years ago. These were the final years of

the dinosaurs, before a huge extinction event wiped them out and drew a close to the Age of

the Dinosaur. By the Cretaceous, dinosaurs were bigger, faster and fiercer than ever before.

They were also more diverse in app and lifestyle. Alongside ferocious meat-eaters such {
as Tyrannosaurus rex, lived enormous sauropods, and huge ranging herds of plant-eaters, which

Maiasaura lived in herds to rear
their young, like many animals
today. The nests were scooped

had amazing appearances and defensive features. These included armoured dinosaurs such as the N :‘::F::‘;g':"“j and held as
kyl s; horned ceratopsians such as Tri ps and duck-billed dinosaurs such as Parasaurolophus. . G z £
\\( Not only were dinosaurs more diverse, but the creatures around them were, too. These included

Deinonychus
This smaller predator grew up to 3.5 metres f(‘ > R
long. Its name means ‘terrible claw’ referring z ) )

o Y
to the sickle-shaped claw on each rear foot \'L.‘__Q

the ancestors of modern-mammals, as well as many varieties of reptiles, insects, trees and even the first
flowers. Constant volcanic eruptions made the environment much warmer than it is today. Even the
north and south poles were free from ice and covered in forests! Because of this, ocean levels were about

200 metres higher than they are now. which it held up as it ran to keep it sharp -
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Patagotitan

Possibly the largest land
animal ever, sciontists
estimate Patagotitan may
have reached langths of
over 30m.
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What's in a name?

The huge Dreadnoughtus
was named after the mighty
Dreadnought battleships of

the earliest 20th century.
The name means ‘fears
T nothingin Latin.

pods were large, long: that first emerged

in the Jurassic. They walked on four pillar-like legs to support their
enormous weight, and spent all day grazing on leaves, ferns and
horsetails, in order to take in enough nutrients. However, their
long necks enabled them to reach even the highest trees, like
giraffes today, so they could reach shoots and leaves inaccessible!
to smaller animals.

By the Cretaceous, some well-known species, such as Diplodocus
had died out. But in their wake came the largest sauropods ever:
the titanosaurs. Named after the mythological Titans of Ancient
Greece, they grew to lengths of up to 30 metres: longer than
three buses. They were the last great group of sauropods before
the dinosaurs all went extinct.
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Amargasaurus M \
This was a comparatively small A
sauropod, reaching lengths of just | t

13m. It had two rows of spines
down its neck and back, which J
could have been used for 4
display or defence

| — 2 ! Abelisaurus
© Few predators could have taken on the sheer
size of a sauropod as prey, but one of those
that could was Abelisaurus, a 7.5-metre-long.
hunter from what is now South America.




