Incense burner
Rs

At the temple’s Beyond the pillared
innermost shrine, the  temple forecourt were
pharaoh would burn storerooms full of
incense before the offerings to the gods.

The incense burner's small
comtainer held gums and spices
that produced fragrant smoke

pleasing to the gods.
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GODS AND
TEMPLES

HE PHARAOH WAS the
chief priest of all the
temples in Egypt and had
a special relatonship with
the gods. His people
believed that he was the son of Ra, the sun
god. This explained why the gods were so
" generous to the Egyptians, sending them

§ blessings like the Nile floods, which made !

their land prosperous. The people gave thanks ¢ | £
by building temples for the gods and bringing ;‘ i
them offerings of incense and food, to feed Lheir}
kas. They believed everyone had a ka, which was

the life-force of a person, their spiritual double.
‘While the ka lived its owner would not die.
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The map below shows how a valley in the hills hid the
tombs. Their mormary temples lay at the foot of the hills.
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THE VALLEY
OF THE KINGS

HE RICH CONTENTS \\
of the pyramids atracted  *,
thieves. This was probably
why the New Kingdom
pharaohs started to hide
their burials in a remote valley
opposite the city of Thebes. Here, .~ ~
over six centuries, the pharaohs’ _,J' =
workmen cut deep into the f
hillside to create the series of
magnificent royal tombs that give the
valley its name. Now it is one of the world
top tourist attractions — in ancient times it was a
building site with work always in progress.
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me s A \WORKER 'S HOUSE

The owner of a house like the Every house in the
- . one below would have been village had shrines
NSIDE THE WALL, the villagers well off. He had a bed (many it gods. This
houses were crammed together, people slept on mats) and his home's shrine

holds an image
of Bes (left), a
kindly god
who guarded
the home and
the family.

each joined to its neighbour, along

both sides of the street. They were

narrow and dark, with one room
leading straight to the next, but the
darkness was welcome after the fierce
Egyptian sun. There was not much
furniture, just stools, low tables on
which meals were served and chests
and jars used for storage.

wife had a pretry toiletry box.

Cooking was done under
alatrice roof that let
the smoke escape.
Right, a servant
grills a goose

over a brazier
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Women often took
their basket making
work onto the roof.
Baskets were made
from rushes which
were wound in a coil,
each row overstitched
to fasten it to the
previous one.

The carpenter who
lived in this house
used the first room to
do exira work for
private clients. Many
of the tomb workers
earned money in their
spare time like this.
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The third shrine, carved

In a small room opening from ‘When the four carved and gilded with sacred texts. The treasury
the first chamber (below) shrines had been set up around the

Carter found hundreds of sarcophagus in the burial chamber

jumbled up objects. Originally (right) there was almost no room left.

food, oil, wine and cintments .

had been stored here, but The first shrine, made of

furniture had been included gilded and inlaid cedarwood. | ’ . - ’ g

The 18 model boats in the treasury
were symbols of voyaging to the next
world and of the pharach’s sacred
journey in the Sun’s boat.

TUTANKHAMUN'S TOMB

HEN HOWARD CARTER and Lord
Carnarvon dug their way into

) Tutankhamun's tomb they were dazzled by
the riches it held. Although it had been
robbed in ancient dmes, the thieves had

only taken things that they could carry easily. The burial
chamber was untouched. Its gilded shrines still enclosed
the massive sarcophagus in which the pharaoh lay, in an

ito bl fomb (Whove), @ innermost coffin of solid gold weighing 110.4 kg.

superintendent showed Magnificent jewellery adorned the mummy, which wore a
where they must be put. headpiece of heavy beaten gold, inlaid with lapis lazuli. The
Stocking fris b was an storerooms held gilded thrones, furniture and splendid
Tl s e oD 2ot caskets of ivory and wood, painted with scenes or inlaid with
pharaoh needed. In a normal gold and with blue faience. There were lamps, precious
et New Kingdom royal burial vessels and toilet obj all of exquisite work hip. Yet
e.,::m 1o the burial thte nould "“‘::;“‘md these were the grave goods of a young and unimportant

chamber. Their flesh was ki opeariry pharaoh, hastily buried in a makeshift tomb with little
resin paintad and their dothes storage space. Imagine the wealth that once lay piled in
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the king and the other his ka. the great royal tombs!




