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; MEGYPTOLOGY

SEARCH FOR THE
TOMB OF OSIRIS

Peing the o focwrnal of
Mass Enily Sands

Navember 1926 —

Ly image of Ohiris
carved on a fidllar.
The o of my
eappedibion i lo find
hotis lust tomd.




THE EGYPTIAN MUSEUM

As Cairo has the very best
collection of Egyptian
antiquities anywhere in the
world, I went to the museun
to learn about the history
of Ancient Egypt and the

Aseival at (ocic Mindig Fit Hicember 1926

Yesterday I had my rirst glimpse of the pyramids on the train to Cairo.
Potent symbols or the mysterious land of Sgypt, they reminded me
of 811 I nave come to discover - the dusty tomds, the ormate
temples, the golden treasures amd the strange, unearthly mummies.

But I have also come to find something more, for I have with me an

V. oo dvews, loh, this yolid
bracelet of Ducen Mioteps, and
sight, @ woodon stutus of Hing
Llibre He.

034 PaPyTUS bdelonmging to the Parncomde family, which some believe Phn-nol:s- Although I .hnve A DEAD =D ‘
©ontains & clue to the location of the tomb of Osiris. It is =y Eol hired fae sexvices of At the museun I asked one curator 11 he bad
813 %0 £ind this tomd, and reveal its treasures to the whole wox oAt the museum SCIY. ¥x. Task, a mich-travelled heard the story of a Lost tosb of Osirs
m— et | B vl alisos of - interpreter or “dragoman”, hidden in a Roly mourd”. Fe laughed ard said
W op | ~um curators spoke it all sounded like nonsense, but when I showed

*or English him the papyrus ne asked us where exactly we

had got it, as it looked so authentic!

N sot out carlyy lo fraint
leto archscologists, carcfilly
survoying the Gica fluteare.

I arranged lo meel my
felloww Egupt enthassiasts,
Ui wrilors and arliss who
are lo fielf comficle my
Journal, fioro in the foyor 8
of Putsy’s Hotel in Cud

THE

PAPYRUS

The tio lines of hieroglyphs on
the left read: “Isis, Lady or
Heaven, liistress of the Gods,
She grants that you may live for
ever and eternity.” On the rignt:
“0siris, the great god, foremost
in the West, Tord of Busiris,
who is in the Holy lMound”.

recently As I examined it, she told me how one well-known
: S0 many Egyptologist had suggested it might just hold a clue
or all to the lost tomb of Osiris. That same day the subject
1e Farncombe of an expedition was raised, which Amanda generously
and I asked offered to fund herself. She and her husband have even
ook at it. come to Cairo to bid us farewell and “bon voyage!”

Wles by cager lradesmen, feeon (2
D77 convince ws of lle sueriordly of heir wir




ﬁ;ﬁm and Mﬁ;‘;g/z/ié Griday /20h Sicembes 1926

It has only taken a couple of days to sail the Bennu Bird Irom Cairo
to Badrashein, where we travelled by domiey to Saqqara, duria
ground of Memphis, Egypt's most ancient capital. We plan to see
the Step Pyramid of Zoser, the Serapeuz - catacozd of the sacred

ot Saggara tho Hpis bulls wore
mimmfed with @ care wsaally onlly
resorved for tho Pharaok himself.

Apis bdulls - and & remarkadle tozd of anizal and dird mummies.

THE SERAPEUM
Iy the Serapioum, Fsturltlod ~ Following a clue left by

foor Ay Taak by igniling Strabo, Auguste kariette
.5 in 1851. There the Apis b

@ lray of magnesiam fio
vy of vepieio incarnations of the god B

which bt app e whole inlerior.

Meurmmées have
[or strange Uhings. When
nerican writer AMerk
Fwain visited E, gy, fee
wrole Hhal th

>

Chem as fleel in i sleamboat!
I afpid we wouldt gel
very far with /4«,/,m,

huge sarcophagi that weiged up to eighty tons.

lummified Cat

At the Tomb of the Bird Mummies lie the remains of perhaps millions of ibises and baboons - sacred
to the god Thoth, and cats - sacred to Bast, along with snakes, crocodiles, frogs, and many other
|| creatures. Unfortunately, we could not gain access to this tomb as it is considered unsafe.

EVOLUTION OF THE STEP PYRAMID

Mr. Task told us that the Pharaohs
before Zoser were usually buried in
‘mastaba’ tomds of mud brick. Zoser
went one better, commissioning his

Firom AMastala lon

royal architect Imnotep to build
a step pyramid of stone, surrounded

out his work so well that in later
tines he was worshipped as a god,

by walls that represented the walls  ©o0 & tradition of deification did
of Memphis itself. Imhotep carried  exist among tho Ancient Egyptians.

M)
A

coilto Slepp Pyramid |

Goend
Aat /5t S
Saggara, gyt

Olar byicf search revealed only a fows brokon

bits of follory and a fiécce of mammy cloth
Hleardly compraralits to the nearby glories
of the tomls of Ti and Pah-hotep.

The Elnciont Egyplians wore corlainly fond
Jrad their cwn little coffins.

of cals —some

While littls romains of anciont Mompiis, at Faaggara wo realised hal o

yrccnd e were om s compsed of o remainsof mary s of s

. d0 we I/ﬂzl/l‘(//y sel lo work again.

KING ZOSER »>>

In the Step Pyramid, a statue of King
Zoser was found completely walled up,
except for a small slit at eye level,

s0 the king could gaze out on eternity.
H.W. has attempted to paint it in the
original colours. Could there be a statue
like this in the tomb of Osiris? Although
we were told that many early Pharaohs had
T4 tombs - one here, and the other in
Upper Egypt at Abydos, we have found
nothing here to help our search.
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May 21, 2004

Dear Miss Sutherland,

I have read your grez My first impression Was

1t aunt's journal with interest
less ready to dismiss

that the whole was an elaborate spoof, but on reflection 1 feel

In some respects it is very like other accounts
and early twentieth centuries. Miss
course of

it out of hand. of visits to Egypt
i i Sands
itors of the late nineteenth and
entional itinerary, determined by the

es on places visited

written by v
and her party follow a fairly conv
travel. The notes she includ
are generally accurate, but not very original;

and

the river Nile on which the;
on various Egyptological matters
and no doubt she had a good guidebook to help her.

apyrus is truly ancient; its

1 am not convinced that the Farncombe Pa
I have not been able

appearance is convincing, but its content is very dubious.

1o find any reference to it in Egyptological literature; neither have I been able to

find any contemporary account of the Sands disappearance. The very idea of
discovering the tomb of Osiris is somewhat ¢ \
disappearance of the party is very puz=
but the world is not without other,
As it stands, I think the ic

publication. It has great ch-
in Egypt eighty
might damage its n- |

Yours sincere’
(e
ordem,
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4 7'/ Hutsiamasn's g
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