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Mom and Dad coming?

‘Nope, it's just us and Joe. You'd better
hurry, or you'll miss it. Put on the warmest
sweater and socks you've got.'

‘Are we going very far?’ Carol asked.

"Yes," Stevie said. ‘We're going into space.
Hurry up!’

Carol rushed to do as her brother said and
then followed him out of her room and down
the hallway, treading on tiptoe past their
parents’ bedroom.

She held her breath as they crept down the
stairs, avoiding the one that always creaked.
Once they were downstairs, she looked
around for her other brother.

‘Where's Joe?

‘He's already started the adventure,” Stevie
told her. ‘We're late!’

Stevie took Carol’s coat from the hook in
the hallway and made her put it on, as he
quietly opened the door. Then they went out
into the garden. At first Carol couldn't see

anything because it was so dark.
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‘Can't we use a flashlight?” she asked.

‘No!' Stevie told her. "There need to be
as few lights as possible or your eyes won't
adjust. Come on.’

He led Carol further into the garden.

‘Hey, Squirt,” said a voice near Carol's left
foot. "You made it, then."

It was her brother Joe. He was lying on his
back on the grass, zipped inside a sleeping
bag. There were two other sleeping bags laid
out beside him.

‘Quick, get in,' Stevie told her, as he sat
down and began to get into his own bag.

Carol did as she was told. ‘I thought you
said we were going into space?' she asked,
disappointed that they hadn't gone any
further than their own backyard. She'd
imagined a beautiful silver rocket carrying
them up into the night sky.

‘We are,’ Stevie told her. 'Lie back and look
at the stars.’

She did. Carol had never really paid

attention to the stars properly before. The
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