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WHY ART
MATTERS
IN SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS

Most art that is created in protest will not
be acquired by museums, nar is this usually
the goal of activists and artists working
together. Mast often, we aim lo reflect and
respond fo the immediale causes that are
grounded in our sacial mavements. And
whether used in a ch, a social media
campaign or as guerrilla arl in a public
space, protest art helps social movements
inform the public of issues. challenge the
status quo, convey colloctive goals and
messaging, imagine a vision of change
and persuade others to take action.

Infarming the Public

When used in public spaces, protest art
serves as a mighty tool to help peaple
learn aboul social issues. As an example,
Chalked Unarmed was a guerrilla arl series
by public performance artist and Mirror
Casket collaborator Mallory Mezam. The
project invited citizen collabaralars to
create chalk oullines, like palice oullines of
murder victims, an pavements across their
communities. Each outline was filled with
the name, date and location cf a person who
had been murdered by a palice officer

Making Messages Visible

In protests across the globe, people
tend to write and illustrate their calls to
action on cardboard, posters or banners.

At marches, where il can be hard for
target audiences lo hear each individual's
voice, signage allows each person's
message to be seen, and the results are
often full of creativity and passion.

Imagining a Vision for Change
Protest art effectively helps people
develop a language and creste a vision
for how oulcemes in a communily

can be better. While projects like the
Mirror Casket challenge viewers to ook
Inward to see themselves differently
and empathise with those whasa lives
have been last, olher works may propel
people forward to imagine a new reality.

Influencing Action

Effaris like Decolonise This Place and
Theatre of the Oppressed use performances,
flash mobs and “spect-acting” (wheraby
amember of the audience also becomes
part of the performance) lo engage with
people across the world and explore
haw justice and equality can became
reality. Each experience that the artists
facilitate is directly lied ta demands for
organizations and government leaders to
change a pelicy, boycoll unjusl spaces,
disinvest from harmful companies or
stop vialenl or inequitable public actions.
Far example, Theatre of the Oppressed
ran a performance in 2014 entitled The
Housing Circus, based on the real life
experiences of dilferent individuals Irying
ta receive housing benefits. Told from
the perspective of LGBTO+ individuals
and war veterans living in New Yark

City, Theatre of the Oppressed used this
performance to suggest policy changes.
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Challenging the Status Quo

One of the comman Impacts of protest arl is to push against

the narms and rules of sociaty. Artists like Elizabeth Vega,

Ai Weiwei, Banksy and cthers have mastered using art

a5 dissent. Such works often take existing materials and

cultural artefacts and re-purpose them, or they might remix
from buildings, h

news articles or political documants in ways that point

to Iheir hypocrisy, outdated messages or other flaws.
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