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The Beginnings
of Cartier

Pierre Cartier, the second eldest of the brothers, would
be an tor in his ewn right, championing the global
cxpansion of the brand's rewail empire. He started by
opening a Cartier boutique on New Burlingron Street in
London in 1902, where the brand showcased a new style
of geomerric, abstract jewels with unusual colour
combinations that would lay the foundations for the

Art Deco jewellery movemen.

I'he first decade of the 20th century was an imporrant rime
for Cartier. In 1904, the jeweller received its first royal
cerrificare from King Edward VII of Brirain, and soon
started to supply many other royal courts including those of
Russia, Spain and Siam (now Thailand). In the same year,
Louis Cartier created what he believed to be the first ever
men's wristwatch for aviator Alberto Santos-Dumont.

Pierre, meanwhile, embarked on a journey to Russia; one
thar would prove profirable in commissions fram irs high
society, but also as a source of inspiration that would shape
Carrier's jewellery designs for years ro come.

In 1909, Pierre would focus his wanderlust on America,
opening a Cartier boutique an New York's Fifth Avenue; the
precursor to its famous flagship s urther up the streer,
the purchase of which he would famously broker a decade
later in exchange for a string of pearls. Back in London,

his younger brother Jacques stepped in to rake over irs
British branch. That same year, Cartier moved uptown to

a prestigious Bond Streer address, where it remains o

this day.

As Cartier’s man in Brirain, and, as such, jeweller to King

George V, Jacques joined members of the aristocracy on a
trip to India for the Delhi Durbar in 1911, Tt was an event

[0 Commemorate
the coranation of
the King, with two
weeks of festiviries,
during which King
George Voand
Queen Mary would
be proclaimed
Emperor and
Empress of India.
This adventure to

a new land would
also prove to be a
seminal trip for the
house of Cartier.
Jacques' ble
nature and love of
travel would win
ground-hreaking
commissions from
India’s rich. jewel-
loving maharajas
and inspire a whole
new caregory

of jewellery,
pianeered by
Cartier and much
capied by other
companies.
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