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She wanted to leave the office, go outside to scream or cry, bur it was
too cold ourside, and she couldn’t cry in the bathroom where everyone
could hear you. Instead, she clicked over to her travel itinerary. That
miadde her smile for real. She needed some sunshine, she needed an
adventure, she needed an escape. Even though she was only going o
California for a few days, she would do everything she could to make

them count.

CHAPTER TWO

I zzy and Priya walked into their hotel room and rurned to each other
zrins on their faces, There were palm trees and sunshine,
right outside their hotel room. When Lzzy had seen the Pacific Ocean
out the window of the airplane as they'd descended into Los Angeles,
she'd determined that she was going to enjoy this trip, no marter what.

Tzzy unzipped her suitcase, and Priva laughed.

“You know we're only here for four days, right® 1 thoughe [
packed a lot!”

Izzy <hrugged. “I like to be prepared.” Okay, sure, she'd defi-
nitely overpacked, but still, she liked ro have options! Clothes for the
confierence, all her favorite pairs of pajams she could truly enjoy
this hotel room, the workout clothes she knew she wouldn't wear
but had packed anyway, a few sundresses out of sheer optimism that
she'd get outside and have a chance to experience LA weather and not
just hotel-ballroom air conditioning, the notebooks that she brought
everywhere out of habir, even though she hadn't written in them in
months, a few paics of fars, and . . . veah, nope, she was definitely not
going to work out, she'd forgorten to pack her sneakers, Oh well.

lzzy looked around the room and sighed a little. She wished she'd
had her own hotel room. She loved Priya, but after living with her par
ents for the past three years, she just wanted a place for at least a few
days where she wasn't sharing space—or a bathroom!—with anyone.

After an afternoon where they'd both run back and forth and
back and forth across a convention center at least a dozen times, lezy
and Priva returned to their room to change for the conference cock-
tail party.

As lzzy swiped some lipstick on, Priva grinned ar her,
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