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Derbyshire Days

A Revolutionary is Born

here are few British designers, or brands, that have

made quite as much of an impact on the fashion
landscape as Vivienne Wesrwood. A fashion designer of borh
cult and commercial success (which is a rare combination),
she was a punk and a pioneer, a rebel and a provocareur, an
activist and a change-maker.

Over the course af a career that spanned half a century,
Dame enne Westwood would become synonymous with
the British punk scene. Punk is what immediately springs

o mind for most when her name is mentioned, along with
the King’s Road, corsers, plarfarms, rarran, crinolines, pirare
boots, sustainability and climate change awareness. The list
goes on. Her shows and inrerviews have become legendary -
she is famous for using fashion as a platform to speak out on
the issues she cared most abour.

There is no doubt that Westwood's affinity for fashion
history has helped her designs stand our. They are often
historically informed, yer never to the point that they
look add, Where something shouldn't work, it always did,
thanks to Vivienne's ability to balance the old with the
modern — she was a genius when it came o style mashups,
And the ariginal Vivienne Westwood aestheric rooted in

a DIY approach never fully went away. Her designs feel
intrinsically Brirish and perfectly eccentric.

Malcolm McLaren

Westwood was the original multi-hyphenate and, in many
ays, light years ahead of her time. She has inspired
generations of designers that came after her, whether
established and successful or asp and eager. Fashion
critics even noted whiffs of her s at the London Fashion
Week collections of autumn/winter 2023, which rook place
in February 2023, afrer her death. It's no wonder thar
her name is up there with the likes of Yves Saint Laurent,
Christian Lacroix and the lare grear Karl Lagerfeld.
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