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The Origins of the Oyster

The story of Rolex is so much more than thar of its warches,
It is one of epic ambition and vision, What started out as a
one-man band in London’s Hatton Garden would become

Py the epicentre of the Swiss watchmaking industry, and one of
'Tlle e‘orld S MOSt Fa.mous the most recognisable and covered brands in the world.

Watch Brand

Rill(“( has become shorthand for luxury. There is no warch
you can strap on to your wrist that will be recognised for
the starus symbol it is quicker than a Rolex. And for many,
this is the appeal.

Yet there was a time when the name Rolex — a word

completely made up by the brand’s founder Hans Wilsdorf — - - : d . = Pu b Da‘te 26/10/2023

was not famous. It would rake hard worl, boundary pushing
and a lot of self-belief on the parr of Wilsdorf, a German il : . 3 .

arphan, to jertison the name into the upper echelons of I - i Pub Price £12.99
horology: starting with convincing the pocket warch-wearing 1

1 4| | 11} ISBN 9781800787179

wear the time on their wrist ar all.

As you will discover, Rolex won its place in history by ! ; . = . X H X W 181 X 126mm

constantly questioning whar was possible and innov g i -
all costs, It pioneered so many elements of warchmaking i wla B| nd | ng Hard back
design thar are standard roday, such as waterproof warches, X

placing a date window on the dial, and even removing the '

need to wind our warches. | d = | Age Ra nge Adult
It also found its way into some of the most exciting moments | AUthOI’ Rachael Taylor

in history by placing Rolex warches on the wrists of
adventurers and explorers. Its watches have travelled to the

:\-ml(l'n highe-lu peaks :nnl.m the depths o!'lhlc uul;:m; they ABCNE: i\ Rolex ¢ e in the GUM State Department Store on Red Square EXte nt 160pp

have survived extremes of temperature, speed and pressure. Y i
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