A Very Peculiar History: Rations

Explore the rotten
history of rationing
in this spectacular
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history book!

Spectacular full-colour endpapers
feature ephemera of the topic and
time, while a full glossary and index
help to make the books both fun and
informative.

Great curriculum guide for secondary
school children learning about WW2,
particularly women’s roles and the
British home front.

Short chapters, fascinating facts and
humorous illustrations make this
rationing book very easy to digest!
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The government introduced rationing at the
l)uginning of 1940 in order to make 1|1inss as
fair as possible. Without it, rich people could
have bought as much as they liked, and that
would have left very little for everyone else.

TI'JL‘['C were, as we sha“ see, (.'['{ll"l_\' Ways UI.
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everyone suffered together.
And if they complained, there was a common,
exasperated response: 'Don't you know

there's a war on?’

Those queues

It's often said that the British habit of

|lat]t:|ll|_\' and ]!u|ilt|_\' h‘lilﬂl“ll.':' in line was
learnt in wartime.

What's certainly true (it comes up in so many
memoirs) is that people would often join a
queue without any idea of what they might
find at the end of it. Mothers would thrust
money into their children’s hands with strict
instructions to bring home whatever they
could afford.
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Doing it Ly the Look

Everyone had a ration book during the war -
beige for adults, blue for school children and
pin for babies and teddlers. You had to
register with a loeal grocer and a loeal butcher,
and they were the only s}mps from which you
eould buy rationed food.

The coupons in the book weren’t a substitute
for money. They :il(lp}._\' allowed you to buy your
fair share - assuming that you could afford it in
the first [siace,

1‘!\0 ;\nlount av l',rbonl'. Was QEIO\\'CI’! ACF!CnI’!ﬁA on
how searce or E!l(‘.uli{\\ll it was at the time, which
meant that the quota might vary from one month
to the next.

Meat was rationed }.a}' cost rather than weight,
so that you could choose between a small cul of
aomcthiug expensive or a joini of w;::ct]'ling
cheap.

A points system covered other
items, such as canned food and
clothing, Everyone had the
same number of points, and (as
with rncul} you could sp!n!‘gc
them on something spcci:\l or
cke them out to buy several

smaller things - if you could

find them!
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