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©  AVISUAL HISTORY OF THEICONIC BRAND * Written by sneaker connoisseur Gerald
e RGeS s e TG R e B e Flores. With over a decade of journalistic

experience, Gerald is fascinated by
the people, designers and stories
behind sneakers. He has interviewed
personalities including Kobe Bryant,
Tinker Hatfield and Virgil Abloh.
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“Well, I don't love it’ Knight was heard saying upon the first
review. "But it will grow on me.’

I'he Swoosh definitely grew on Knight as the shape also bore a
resemblance to the wings on the Greek goddess that Nike was
named after. It would go on to become ane of the most well-

known legos in the world

While Davidson was initially paid just $35 for her design,
Enight saw her as one of the original minds behind the brand
and wanted to acknowledge this. In 1983, the founder rewarded

Davidson with 500 shares of Nike, as well as a golden ring

20

witha § h-shaped diamond. which is ibly the biggest
remuneration for any logo design in history.

The marking is such a part of Nike culture that every new
athlete that signs with the brand is tasked to draw their own
version of the Swoesh. There have been different evolutions of
the Swaosh s qou can see the various iterations if you laok
through Nike's back-catalogue of products. Designer and Nike
collaborator Virgil Abloh nodded to dson's eriginal Swoosh
design on the cover of his bock Some 1g’s OFf and the
marking has been reversed on signature product for eccentric
players, like Dennis Rodman's Air Darwin sneaker. But the
essence of the Swoosh remains in its simplicity, its elegance

and the way it represents movement
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