Street Style: Dr. Martens

Visual history of the
iconic street style
brand.

* [llustrated with full colour photographs
showcasing the brand’s history.

® Cover finishes: mat lam and foil.

e Written by Jian DelLeon, the editorial
director for Highsnobiety. Jian is an
expert on the intersection of streetwear,
sneakers and luxury fashion. He co-
hosts ‘The Dropcast’, Highsnobiety’s
weekly news podcast,

bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk/books /9781800789760



https://bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk/books/9781800789760
https://bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk/books/9781800789760

The Spring
Behind Every Step

ll's hard te believe that an erthepaedic shoe could be
synonymous with rebellious style around the world. Yet
that is what the Dr. Martens brand continues Lo represent ta

millions of its ardent fans.

It can be challenging to maintain one's cool factor over the
decades, but by intentionally aligning itself with subcultural
style, the nearly octogenarian foctwear manufacturer hasn't
loat a single step when it comes to cultivating an alternative
type of timeless footwear, Considering the United Kingdom
also has a rich history of fine Savile Row tailoring, Scottish

1 ant Harris Tweeds, fashion houses

fully tough outerwear from brands like

Barbour, Dr. D ens 15 singular in that canon of classic British
style. Indeed, Dr. Martens i staunch iconoclast, a bastion
of anti- blishment ideals for people who prefer to dress

against the grain.

But despite the modern connotation of what Dr. Martens has
become, its roots are built on a comfortable foundation. Dr
Klaus Maertens first conceived of the foctwear's signature
‘AirWair® sole while recuperating from a Warld War 11 foot
injury.

Finding his standard-issue German Army boot severely

uncomfortable for his ailing foot, he utilised soft leather for

the upper and repurposed tyre rubbers to create an air-padded
sole. The resulting shoe is equal parts built to last and equal
parts built to live in. I's ne wonder that punk rockers and
hip-hop artists alike have graced thousands of stages in a pair
of Dr. Martens over the vears - it’s a shoe made for those who
live out loud. The story of how a purpose-driven product came
to define one of today's most exciting lifestyle brands is one
that spans a growing connection between clothing and culture.
When you combine a timeless product with a chameleon:like
ability to mean different things to different people, you get a

shoe that is undeniably trend-proof.
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