A pocket-sized guide

C(]Stles B filled with tips, tricks

and facts about
British castles!

A Very Peculiar

Traces the history of castle building in
a humorous, engaging way, featuring
interesting stories and facts, quirky
comic-style illustrations, a full glossary,
timeline and comprehensive index.

A fun, fascinating deep dive into the
glorious world of castles, perfect
for gifting to history and medieval
enthusiasts old and new.

The Very Peculiar History series delves
into the quirky, odd and interesting
aspects of our very peculiar past,
uncovering untold tales and hidden
histories.

Hardback with a faux leather graining,
faux quarter binding and gold foil.
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A flat-pack castle?

When William landed on Pevensey beach in
Sussex in September 1066, his first concern
was to establish a safe base. For this he
needed a castle, and quickly. A twelfth-century
chronicler says he brought it with him. The
writer wasn't an eyewitness, but he may well
have been right. It makes sense. When you've
just landed in hostile territory you don't want
to start felling trees and cutting them to size
in full view of the enemy. Shipping precut
timbers would save valuable time,

After William's victory at Hastings the people of
London took the prudent course and surrendered
the city to him. He immediately started a castle
there, too. It was the usual earth and timber
affair, but within twelve years he had set about
replacing it with a massive square tower of
stone 27 metres high. It must have seemed a
skyscraper to the English, who were used to
single-storey wooden buildings.

Building in stone took longer and cost much
more than wood, but a stone tower was stronger

What makes a castle castles
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The coming of castles

than a wooden one and made a much more
intimidating statement. Stone castles had
already appeared on the continent and this was
to be the way forward in England too.

The main stone tower of a castle is now called

its keep, though the Normans called it a donjon
(which doesn’t mean that it was a dungeon,
even though it was a good place for holding
people prisoner). It provided living quarters for
the owner and his family, a safe retreat in times
of danger and, above all, a vantage point from
which to survey and control the surrounding
land.

As a security measure, the entrance to the keep
was on the first floor, with a removable wooden
stairway outside. The ground floor was used for
storage and there were two or three floors of
living space above. The first floor was the grand
reception hall, which might be divided by a
cross-wall into a public hall and a more private
chamber, Above were similar rooms for the lord
and his family. There were sometimes chambers
made in the depth of the walls, which were very
thick. Spiral stairs led up and down.
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