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One leafling has been with us from the very start ~ 3 pippin-
apple-tree leafling named Flann. Sinee we met Flann he

has been a companion on our adventures at home and as

we travelled the world. /

We wrote this Field Guide to Lu”ing‘s and their trees so
that others m(g}:l notice this world: how wondrous it is, but
also how fngile. So that, with the 1caning" )\clp. readers can

learn more about trees and togeﬂur we can see them thrive.

LeafTings

There is 2 secret world, an ancient world, a world
populated with the most magnificent giants

If the leaflings have taught us one thing it is

that no one is too small to make 2 difference.

and curious creatures - some so small that
they could pass through the eye of 2 needle.

: It is 2 magical world, and yet to enter it is duite simple, for
the true magic of the world is hidden in plain sight. lts giants
are known well to us: trees, But few humans have seen the
guardians of these trees - leaflings. Most have been
children, for Lo see them you need keen eyes, to hear
them, sharp hearing and, most importantly, you need a
mind that is still open to all of the world's possibilities.
We [irst came across leaflings as children and we've seen
and heard all kinds; for cach species of tree has its own
unique lnnings. I
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Nawhere is more fameus for its cherry blossom than JoPan.
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Truit

where the trees are considered sacred

Bloom each spring (ot that leaflings wateh TV of course). But

people all over Japan wait for the bloom to srrive, and when it
does, they gather together under the sakurs for hanami (the
viewing of sakura): and for s traditionsl plenic 3t which they

eat, drink, dance, sing and calebrate life, While they do

this, the trees are calebrating too,
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Irees have much te say and. like humans, they have more
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|mﬂinq\' like Nlann to l\up the lines of communication open

)

Parent trees vue the weod wite
wab 1o nartare thain siplings, fanding
Uhem with o thick sseet Diguid called

X

glwtrsa Mapnwhile, wise old troes thit

SppeLr e mare Uvan hallew stam P A

fed water wnd salatente via the same

sobmnrk, and gl adivs

QSQ'Q e

«\{'\\\(5\'

:

\,'r

Sonat imon bying trees sond

satoionte be hoathy neighbeare

A /- \ K Laallings koo that tugether,
( [ Trwws book after » : & Lrees 0w sbremger. 1 Ge the wume
\ ! Ohate bablos fmat N -
A " ' 1k Toafnge Ao . m
-
{ » [ 0%
< JE= > & — b3 :

N o : o ).

= o ) WhiSne

Trees in a forest, treeains eity / } \ : Q s C‘r
park, even theee in your garden a p

: connected via 3 network of roote uz‘l ; /

[ungl that has become known as t'ne"\ , ,-“
wood wide web, \ Y N \{fi7a
; Q ] ° . Even when there is ns dsnger, | .' (&
) D the web Is sbwre with tree o .
’ 4 conversitionas all mannerof 0 .;‘,'y. {
— S information Is passed tnl'tliv_l.‘,' A ‘
) b ts being done Aphd 2 -~ totree. In fuet, the soolal lifeod N Y
N cin . N WA YT :
Much -c‘.cuti(x; ;n;ncn . 111 f.‘a s y .!::.:::::.l . S Wh e \ W1 phnh. It sdass; bs ‘tl"ﬂ“f .'_‘{;:._‘_‘ :
(nto the inner lile of trees ant TA%T © N [ e Linde than humang had presumed.
they sense the world areund them, Maybe H"’/ L | sapsadag bugd! A ' ' : o
Leallings have been listening to ﬁtclr.\wcc- £ ~—— ~ ¥ , 7 : 2
cince the first trees appeared on Barth. ( ‘ - N e Rogic e LR it
s ‘w B “‘Na_ﬁ.’- - 13 s
5 }::'."“"'"-4&&." e ‘x.,‘.
X ¥ ot f o~ Mat of si, p,
¥ lastrune .-'h.w""‘“hn‘. “’"‘"‘"N..
i Vot thmg Pk ity -
Crden g i1, e Y S Mgt
lo timas o8 teruble, il 7o ik o g S
e wond wids wid dots .ﬂo‘u.. M""‘dhh.‘m‘:" wing,
oo om aloem rall, oo that ol el you, o are fust
T A T
Weir defernas WM'M:W
T Lol i, P T M Wasing?
\Q’( “"”'ﬂmlu ? "‘“'77“.(,."...
NN -

This PDF snapshot was generated on Thursday 24 April 2025. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



(jreen Streets

Our cities are abuzz with energy There's always
something geing on. and there are so many
interesting pcofle trees. and leaflings to meet
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Citles 3re not 3 matural environment for trees. They miss the forest, 3nd their relatives, ia

Their nearest neighbosurs might be 3 bus or train ride away. Trees can't take buses or ride

trains, but leallings can. Urban leailings love to travel by bus, rail or tram, 1o catch
up with trees and leaflings in other neighbourhesds, Keop an eye out for them,
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T?mlous City Trees

There are seme remarkable trees in our cities, and wherever
there are remarkable trees, there see remarkable leaflings.
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The sweet chestnut thrives in lfurort's mountain

ranges. On Corsica. in the Mediterrancan, it has
a s?ccial PlOCt in the islanders” hearls.

Chestnuts have been harvested in Corsica for hundreds of years, It is
traditions! to reast chestnuts in 3 pan punctured with holes. But the nuts
can also be ground Inte flour for bread making or cooked (n their skins
on an open fire. They are a traditional European Christmas food.
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] We filled our notebooks with drawings and notes on what
we found, with rubbings, pressed flowers, feathers and such.
| suppose it was just a matter of time before we stumbled on the
leafl

ings. If you pay close enough attention, nature has a way

of revealing its seorets to you.

The idea of putting together this field guide, of
sharing what we've learned, might have remained
just that, an idea, if not for Flann.

One last thing . .

We are not the sole authors of this field
guide. We would know nothing, or next
to nothing, if not for the leaflings from

all over the world who have chosen to
share their stories with us. Stories that
have tanglmt us much about our connection

Apple tree leaflings are generally round and jovial with
minds as crisp and bright as their tree's ripe fruit. Flann

is all of this and more. When he wants something, nothing
is going to stand in his way - but he's also enthusiastic
and clever, and there's never a dull moment with him

around. He has become a firm friend of ours, and if he

wasn't so pushy, we might never have begun.

with nature, and our place in the world. So, 2 special thank you to Flann.

I guess that we are go-betweens, messengors if you will, between
the world of leaflings and their trees and that of people.

You don't have to go far to find leaflings. Your
own back garden is probably teeming with them.
Your local park might be Leafling Central. You too
can become a tree guardian, snd we hope that

this field guide has inspired you.

. Niamh &to.wen

L

We have always shared a love of nature, ever sinece we
were small children. Together we climbed trees, made
forts in the long grass, caug‘nt ‘rogs in Walt's
pond, and had our own path worn through
the Witeh's Wood to our trechouse.

pg e
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Listen to the bard song

Have you svar notiond how the Jown tharos baghne ot the cowwn of the Lave,
e Uhe Borde Ut are high wp recetes the firet light of nerning?
The sbngtng trovale Jown Uhe troe wntl] 11 Ls wrnpped Trom crewn to peots
In wong, Liston, con you hoar the laallings singing slong”

Children, Trees, LeafTings’

Jpend teme arcund trees
Climb a tree. Sit under o trec and read a booke 1T it's a good book, perhaps
you could read a little st lowd, Thare's ne telling whe night be listening.
Loallings love o gead story, What's that rustling? Leallings semetimes
shake the small bramehas to chow thair appreciation.

Use all of your senses
Remember to use all of your senses. Our sight con Sake ws s for,
but if we're tracking leallings we need to train our other senses too,
What 1o the trees arcund you smell like? How does it feel to tonch o v e sl aliton T Wik vy =
the crocodile-skin bark of ¢ funiper tree? Or the paper-thin bark o oo Vo e e milliond il
o1 & birch? Are the trecs talking, or {s it the wind? snd the werld of the Jesflings.

Keep @ nature netebeck

Pulat, shateh snd mako pratll or churcosd rndbnge of the wndervide of bewves,
ond of rongh tree baske Colloet soad pods. Stick fallen petals and Lesves
Inte s asture nateberk. How 2o yoa think this ald guide come sbont?

Belng crestive opens s magie window onto the world

srvend you A
(’r @ “‘e’ o .
‘ .~

Listen te the wind
‘uu“ln‘ ‘n"ovn when yoe

A\
L)

Take notice of the smaller things
,{% Look ot the life o singls tree cam support. So many of these creatures
g are small, and just & frection of them are visible to us above ground.
A Usnider its roels a tree is sburs with Link Leaflings geing clout thelr
business, keeping everyone om the weed wile web connected,

Plant a tre
Leaflings will help nurture the newbie,
and they'll stick with it as it grews up.
Thers is no better way to bofviend
the leallings.

Sharpen your sense of adventure
Telovivion and the Intarnet con make the world seem small, bat the sppesita is
Gt te know ther names

Names can be powerful thinge. If comething has been well naned,
than a litthe of ite spinit will have bean canght, o hint of ite true nature,

Koewing the names of oven those trees that grow where you live

might well wnlock the werld of the leaflings.
Think of how it feels when semesne remonbars your name,

It can mark the beglnning of @ new irfendship

trve. The world i much wider than the web, Sharpen your senves.

Gt ot there. Bresths some sir. ‘r‘ w nd IAI
2 vﬁ‘ (o"lnr.
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