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FABRIC OF
NATIONS

Every country in the world has a national flag.
One country has two, and most countries have other
flags as well - naval flags, presidential flags and regional
flags, to name but a few. But no flag captures an identity as
well as a national flag. National flags represent the histories,
ambitions, landscapes and cultures of nations -
all woven into the fabric of fluttering cloth.

People have fought for flags and died for flags. Some have
been flying for centuries, whereas others are much newer. Some
are very simple, while others are incredibly detailed, and they
often come in families, just like the countries they represent,
Flags hold on to history, like stories told in tapestries.

So get ready to explore, and unfurl, the remarkable world
of flags, from the USA's stars and stripes to China's
five-star red flag, from Japan's round sun to Bhutan's thunder
dragon, from Ethiopia's proud use of yellow, green and red
to the rare sight of purple on the flag of Dominica, from an

Egyptian eagle to a Papua New Guinean bird

of paradise, and so much more!
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HE HISTORY

OF FLAGS

Around the world, since early civilisation,
people of all cultures have used arrangements of
colours and shapes 1o represent regions, tribes, families,
religions and philosophies, Beads, tattoos, clothes, hats
and jewellery are all examples of such symbols, but few
are as recognisable as a flag.

Flags large and small have been used to identify people,
thelr country or affiliation, clearly and at a distance.
It could even be a matter of life or death, such as
on the battlefield or out at sea, to flag whether
you were a friend or enemy.

THE WORLD BEFORE FLAGS
Early soceties i Europe, Asia, the Middie East
of vexilloids

5000 weurs old. The ancs

flag like objocts
vt Egyptisrs cactied Standands’ 1o Batrles
Obpects - commanly representing a sacred anumal

pole. Another design often soen was a semi-clroulas fan

CUTFROM CLIOTH

Arcursd the 111h century BCE, people acrons the Asian
continent stacted uung =tk and cloth for thewr Hags
In China, the Zhou Dyrasty army would canry white
bannes into buttle, This trend of fabek bareess would
catch oo, and it became particularly poputar with the
Roman Emgere and its legions. In India intncate carvings

wie replicated onto triangalar cloth pereants
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LIVING HISTORY

As nations developed over Lirne, 30 100 did flags. Same symbols

a0 TAditore have romased sinde thes conception. in Ewrope
complicated coats of arms and inencate symbols were samplified

Into two- and three colosred flags for sasy recognition

Hags continue to change to this very day. In December 2025,
Kyrgyestan rodessgned the sun symbol that sits an ots fag's centre
Some people supported thes, while others were against 2, and

ayhe it will change once agasn. Maybe many flags will change
0 your Wetime, their meanin 15 evolving with mew events
wo're yot 1o see. The timeline of changes in lags and theds

Meanngs shows us that hestory s Living and breathung




 ANATOMY OF A FLAG

if you've ever watched the parade at an opening ceremony of the Olympic Games, -

you'll have spotted each team proudly waving thelr country’s flag. Each flag ”, ; gu
ﬂ Is unique, but they also share many similar features, just like humans do.

KEEPING THINGS
' INPROPORTION

Although abmost all flags are

Here are the main parts that make up a flag: rectangulae, some are narrow, while
others are closer 10 2 square. These
differences are known s a flag's
ratio. The mast common ratio s 233,
- meaning the flag is one-and-a-half
v tines as wide as it is tall Almost
Canton - » quarter of & .
oy okl S Mdalnawnagiuwm-'s
P .....“_' n ratio. The pext most common fatio
Cormer on the Nosst side i f Is 1:2, used by more than a quarter
- of countries, In thise, the flag s
Charge - & symbol twioe as wide as it is tall I
appesring in the -
e Fly side - the side of l ‘
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CONSTRUCTION SHEETS

1 Lg designs are shown on 2 kind of diawirg
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FLAG PATTERNS
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EUROPE

When you think of the history of Europe, perhaps the

vast Roman Empire or the adventurous Vikings come to
mind. Or maybe you think of the seafaring nations, who

Ihe Besanusian fiag

sailed across oceans on fleets of ships, waging violent VW S A The Tive cross fag of GeorgQ s
battles. Most European flags are simple - bicolour and ,‘,’,":,:,‘,h\:'k : g &5 3650 OwWR 35 3 feruslemy + |+
tricolour flags make up over half of the continent’s national “":r‘:‘"; “.::" ‘::’:x:::::,m +|+
flags. This is because the flags are taken from the days of focelve & restitk &t

battles on horseback and at sea, when it was essential kitiondindhad

regresenes We

to identify, from a distance, who was friend or foe,

Because Europe has a mostly Christian heritage, crosses
are shown on many of the nations' flags, particularly in
the Scandinavian countries of the north. However, in the

far east of the continent, where some countries span

Europe and Asia, you'll find flags that share features
with Asian flags. Here, the moon and star of Islam

shines out from the flags of Turkiye and Azerbaijan,

Cypryss g
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Biand Ine 'wo ofive tranches
SYmOoisr the Aoge for peace berween
¢ Greed and Tardis® commeniTies, who
Aave for decades struggied 10 e skie
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CArtsdaniey, Sut scholars cannot agree on
e meaning of the SAye and white ripes
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"IE ADDITION OF IRELAND

il becam wd Protector of th
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THREE FLAGS
IN ONE

The United Kingdom is sometimes called a country of countries as it has
four parts: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The national
flag, known as the Union Jack or Union Flag, is made up of the red cross of
England’s Saint George, the diagonal red cross of lreland's Saint Patrick,
and the blue and white cross of Scotland'’s Saint Andrew.

reland in 1655

|

VS 2

In 1801, 1he red coss of St Patrick was added to the
1139 when the
offaciatt

Uneed Xingdom of Great Beitain and

hreland was y formed after a0 Act of Uniony

FLAGS OF THE BRITISH ISLES
The

ol the

tod dragon symibolive the Tealassmess

2 has been an emblem

of Wales sante the reign of Cadwalade, King of

A UNION OF CROWNS
England and Scotland had been separate bingdoms - often
at wax with each other and redrawing their borders - for
conturies. A union seemed unlikely. However, in 1503,
James IV of Scotland married Margaret, the eldest daughter
of Heney VI of England. Exactly a century Later, the Engleh
theone had a lack of mneediate heics, Due 1o the ewber
ol macriage, King James VI of Scotland became
King lames | of England, unifying the crowns

Welsh peogie.

Cwnedd, from 655 CF. AL the L of the

union of crowes, Wales was consedered part

of England, and was representod by the

Cross of St Geotge

FIRST UNION FLAGS
Despite the union of crowns’, the two kingdomn wase still
technically separate states. King lames howovee wanted &
common symbol. The sensible choloe was to combine the
English and Scottish Rags, but the nations sguabbled
about which Mag should be on top. Evertually they werd
> with the English vession

:
S1ARSrew’s Cross — ST Geor ge's Cross
(tngling)
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Sinoe 1952, the isde of Man
has been represented by this

The white stripe in the centre
of the Irish Nlag symboleses

triskelion - a thepe-legged peace betwoen the Catholics
symbol. Marry sary that o is (green) and Proteszants (orange),
because the sland always the two main Cheistian groups

Lands on its feet! in the country




NORDIC CROSSES

W, the cross on the Danish g
rde 1t

7 om the comtre of the Hag towards the hoist _
. - sghbod ™ Ntres began us 15 Pt
o0 " when they gained mdepmdnu This spe Sweden
~ L

bocame known as b

HEAVENS ey ' e ST
ABOWVE :

Legend goes that in 1219, the invading Danes
were losing in a battle near Lindanise (now Tallinn,
Estonia), Suddenly, a lambskin banner with a

white cross fell from the sky. With the cross

NORDIC NEIGHBOURS Xk
From the 16th to the early 19th century. Noewary
was i umiion; with Denmark. 5o the Oannebrog flew over
mumm.mmum-mdn
mmmfmmwmm

irepied by the U&dewam : '
/

MND OF LAKES
Before Frllaod achieved independence, i Finnish
yacht club flew a white flag with a blue cross.
3 Artists Eero Seellman and Bruno Tuukkanen are

} ) credited with the Feul flag design, which has
f ? been flying since 1918, A Finessh poet says that
the flag represents the blue of Finland's Lakes -
fitting for a courttry with almost 200,000 of them!

signalling that God was on their side,
King Valdemar 1l and his army fought
on to a miraculous victory. To this
day, the Danes have kept thelr lucky
Dannebrog (‘Danish flag’), making
it the oldest national flag
currently in existence

THE RAVEN BANNER
Befote the Dannebrog’s mirsoulous sgpearance,
the Vikings of roethern Futope often ued 4
- raven banner. Bavens were a sign of battle
0 suctess, i they would flack to battlefields
whin the victors rode home. Odin, the Nocse
" god of war, also had two cavens called Huginn
. (Thought) and Munian (Meésnary) who brought
nows to thes master of batthes and events
across the roglon.

FIRE AND IcE
When Iceland bocame independent feom Desenack in 1944,
they oo adopted 2 flag based on the Donnebvog. Red represents
the fire from feelands yolcances, white & for the ice and snow

that often covers the country, andd BEOe ropeesents

w sutrounding Atlantic Ocean

Iceland

- Ny ~




THE LEGACV OF AN EMPIRE

n Fla G Fan The Sp h navy helped create the v Sp@ﬂ.;ﬂ(r.-c-rr which included Lrg
oar 15 of Novth and South Ameica as well as ateas of Alrica, Asia andd Ocranva
Although this broughe ships full of gold and sitver to Spain, it was devastating for
Indigenous people in captured Llands. Today, independence from Spain is celebrate
1 the colours and symbols of many South American flags

BOLD AND PROUD

Several old kingdoms joined together to

With Its famous seafaring history, it makes sense that
Spain’s flag, known as lo Rofigualde, began life In 1785
with the Spanish navy. It was chosen by King Charles 11l
who picked it out of 12 designs by a naval officer called

Antonio Valdés y Bazan, The flag was eventually made the
official national flag by Queen Isabella Il in 1843,

form Spain. The people of each region suill

colebeate their uregue identities and bhave

groat pride w theit regional Mags. The
/(Ju.m flag, known as the Senyera, is based
on the coat of axms of the Crown of Aragon
F The Bangoe Mag, the Derriie, has o red Hield

that represants its people, 3 groen

COAT OF ARMS

The current coat of anms bas been uved since 1981 The cross 1o symbolise reedom and

errtrad stvield represents the old kingdoms that united 1o a while crons for God
foem Spain, wivle the crown on top symbodises today’s
monerchy. On either side stand the Pillars of Herculdes
and the Spasesh enctto, Plus Ulira (mesnng
more beyond, another nod 10 Spasn’s history

of exploration)

A SHORT-LIVED FLAG
From 1951 10 1959 the Spanish monarchy was
abolished and the country became 3 republic.
For eight years, & new Mag few: this one slso
featured a coat of arms but on a rod, yellow
and purple tricolous, repeesenting all
paets of Spasn. i wann't 1o Lest,
Today Span has a king once
meet and the red and yellow $
lag Mies again \
e

\

A NATION OF NAVIGATORS
Portugal stsotches along the Atlantic
coxst and, Like Spain, also has strong
links 10 the sea, In the 15th contury,

Portugal expanded s feet in s mission

to take over the seas. its flag features an
acmillary sphwre - a 1ool that allowed

Portugaese sallors 1o nardgate their way

arownd the world’s oceans by working out
the position of the Scem and stars an
’ ddferent times of yoar,
19/
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ALLTHAT FOR A NAPKRIN!

Following the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, 2 man called Henri

THE FAMOUS
ITRICOLORE

Liberté, egalité, fraternité! France’s famous red, white and blue

Come de Chambord wirs asknd by the new parliament 1o Become
king. He sa6d he would only do so f France changed its flag back to
o white cow, tepresenting the monatchg The French loved their
Tescodone 50 they refused. The Ciaholic Pope apparently comenentod,

And all thae for a naplon!™

flag, the Tricolore, is forever linked with the values of freedom,
equality and brotherhood. Its origins begin in the French
WHICH BLUE?

In 1976, 1he French peesident decided 1o use a
vession of the Tnicolore with a bighter blue. Since
then, bath the old and new versions have been used,
Dut it 1l eoee common to see the darker colours
flutering in the treeze.

Revolution of 1789, when the peasants and middle class
wanted the same rights as higher classes and rose up
to overthrow the monarchy.

COPYCAT TRICOLOURS

Ihe French flag might be the moss
famdnrs trctdout, et it sl the
oldest. French eivolutionat ies apparentty
took inspiration from the Dunch flag which
wias made of hocizontal strgpes of red
white and blue. The Mag of Lizceerdons),
which used to be part of the Netherlands

! 15 S50 wery sinilar. The tricolour desagn

Netherands

! o proved vory popalae in Eutops, with N
! 5)
\ | the continent flyeng 2 total of saven :
11 verical and 14 hocirontal tricolout Mags f
. I F,

CONTRASTING NEIGHBOURS

wo of France’s nelghbouw's have simelar flags to

) the Tricolore, but with different colours. Belgiom's

\ /

- A

ack, yellow and red vertical stripes cate froem

'

PARISIAN COLOURS ™ "n

Eatly on i the tevolution,

1531 and come from a hestonc coat of arms

featuring a golden Don with red claws

A group of Parssians took control of Measwhile, Germany's flag of horsontal black,

the Bastille, o prison fortress. Among this rod and gold was fust flown during the 18438

group were the Paces militia who ware ted
and blue cockades on their hats. These
traditional colours of Paris soon symbolised

evolution. It became the national flag in 1919

the revolution, White, representing paity,
was added later. By 179, the offidal fag
design we know today was bom 0 3 parvcar groug




GREEN, RED AND WHITE

Today, different poople give dfferent meanings to the ftalian flag colours ‘ \‘

iEi UNITING e

and thinkers of the Renalssance and beyond,

you'll be surprised to learn that it's actually
n Nn ' ’ a N a falrly new country. its different reglons were
only unified in 1870, just aver 150 years ago,

Since then, italy’s classic flag has grown to
be recognised atross the globe, bringing to
mind historical cities, beautiful landscapes
and, of course, delicious pizza. So where did
the famous flag's journey begin?

Some say groen is for freedom, whete for fath, and red for love. Others think

. groen represents the ltalian countryside, white for the snowy Alps, and red for \
y / ' the blood of the people. Which meaning would you choone? ' \

25 W

L

»
|

- 0 LS.

THANKS, NEIGHBOUR! s L

When Napoleon Boraparte invaded ltaly in 1796,

A COUNTRY WITHIN A COUNTRY

f you travel 1o the Vit 1 the ltalian Oty
P broaghd with him the French Ticolove, whech o thought 1o

of Roene, you'll spot & diffevent country’s lag
have inspired the italian nationad flag. The first version - with
S AL Just under half 2 sguare Kilometre, Yatican
horizontal stripes - appeared in 1797 Since then, there have

bewn several versions, but all wsed the green, red and whste we WHY GREEN?

know today. The current flag was adogeed in 1946 when Italy

Cty has been the worlds smaliest indepoendenst
1c

ountry since 1979, 11 is nded by the Pope, wi

The cedy difference Between the Jalian flag s the head of the Catholic Church Its squane
got rid of its monarchy and became a repatilic
4 ST ' i and the Fronch is that the left stripe 1 greon, Rag features the keys of heaven and a crown

ot bloe But why? Histotians think that @ worn by popes in the past
comes from the green aoed white uniforms
%o s Napoleon? 1 1
S worn by the militia in Milan, the capital city
Me of Courset I 3 e
ol the arew invaded by Napoleon

>4
o
'

milvary feader with Dig

/

SO 0 4 few pears
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WHAT DO
FLAG COLOURS

While blue often represents the sea or siog it can also stand for s » C e’
' \

waalth, as seen in 1he Mag of Lads; for Beotherhood, as in the flag

MEﬂ N ? for Honduras, of for monasthy, as in the flag of Thailand
C /A -

GREEN
Groen i the colour of nature, so it
often represanty lorests and Lumland, for
example on the flags of Geenada, Sierra
Loone and the Solomon Islands, As the
colour tings to rmind spring and new Life,
it Is sometimes used to symbolise hope,
faithiulness and wisdom, such as on the
flags of Belarus and Hungaey. It s also an
important colour in Islam {see page 35)

olours of P ags
bne g dietyhi
.{ P o T et WY O

v'a;;;.‘f: e " AR

RESARTERY

\ ORANGE
Ovange is a flag olour you dont see very cftend . VELLOW
m“hdsﬁm* mh“ . . As woll i representing the Sun, yellow SR Z
: often stands for gold and wealth o natural nihes olism
Tamil community in the flags of Niger and Cote dhvoite, A 'l ' '_ : . 22 et . ‘ n-Arab colours, black Is
bands of orange symbolise the countries’ ssvannabs. 2 s resowces, such as crops. Yellow in the flag of . pa

sald to represent the defeat

Myanmar stands for soladarity, while in &%
of emernies. In other flags, S

Colombia’s lag o stands for of emmies oS, N, N
liberty and justice such as that of Estonia, e ~

it can stand for past “h

suffering or hardships. \
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Asia covers almost a third of our planet’s land area and is
home to an amazing variety of landscapes and cultures,
from the elevated Tibetan mountains to the metropolis

of Singapore. Asia’s national flags vary as much as its

people and include plenty of religious symbolism, Perhaps
this is to be expected from a continent that gave birth to

11 major religions including Islam, Christianity, Buddhism,

Hinduism and Sikhism.

Many flags in the Arabian Peninsula (Southwest Asia)
contain black, white, green and red. These are the
Pan-Arab colours, Individually, each colour represents
an Arabian dynasty. Fourteenth-century Iragi poet
Safi al-Din al-Hilli wrote: "White are our acts, black our
battles, green our fields, and red our swords.”

Turkmenisran’s g (s ConsAdoriyd Ahe mosr compiex in 1he worid
# fearares Mve etated guibs (rraairiona carpe? desigos) mas
FUPT a1 Mlew main friSes OF A coutTry




LAND OF THE RISING SUN

IT’S OFFICIAL, | GUESS?

Japan has Mown flags featuring suns for over The Sun also plays an important role in Japan's in 1854, lapan began to open up to the romery & 4 0¥ .~ '
a thousand years. This is due, in part, to the history, as the emperor is said to be descended from rest of the woeld and the Fia u - the flag we "“ ': v cafed e
country’s unigue geography. With the vast Pacific Amaterasu, the sun goddess. It is sald that Amaterasu inow today -~ was ordered to Ry on trade ships to e WM, Tog of the 54
Ocean to its east, Japan has spectacular sunrises hid in a rock cave before emerging with her radiant Jstinguish them from cther countries. lapan continued AN very sunTy
and the country’s name - Nippon in Japanese light. She Is also one of the most important gods In t0 use the flag, even desplaying it in governmant building
means ‘the sun's origin’. the Shinto religion, which originated in Japan. bt |t vears still an unofficial national eblem, Over 10X

OFF CENTRE
Untll 1999, the sun was not gate i the middle,

sitting 17100th of the way to the hoist. After great dedate,
FOr QOOT Aack during @ s i1 was decided that the sun should be central!

NEW VEAR, NEW ERA, NEW FLAG
In the year 701, Emperoc Monmu &s said to have
fown o lag with a golden sen to colebeale the new
yoar whith is pechags the sarliest receed of its use.
Various designs have beon fluttering ever since over
Land and sea, including the spectaculs sight of
harewrs steung on fleets of Laganese wandspa

&)

® .\
. » s o
o ¥y oS
0. g - ®
" w fi
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| FLVING FISH FLAGS o

' ‘ In spring, kodnobort or carp streamers’ can be seen fluttenng all over
lagan to cofebeate Children's Day on 5 May Typically, o Black fish

LA

repeosonts the Laaher, a red fish the mothes, and smaller colonsnd fish Ry .
for the children Carps’ ability to swim up rivers symbolises detormination, M), =
courage, aod the hope that childeen will grow up healthily .‘:7 .

p AND GREEN SUN
RE nas flown 3 faing sun flag: Bangladesh. %
won the country, but b S R
00 O3 3 gotden silhouetie of 1he € =240

i R que:” round to represent the nation’s lush 2
255 Uw“::ﬂw . @ﬂ‘:‘mwu“nqm naw dawn of the nation =
e 310 5" G2 ged during a revolution (,f-'\\“,} ’
. o its @ “"'“ om Pakistan in March 1971, o \'
A o design 3 flag 10 claim freedom S}
P sepers refused 1o take money : J\\
) ith the golden map O
st Tlags Wi 2
ke Ue =

&

N b b

BT e
g T AN A AN
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STAR-STUDDED
NEIGHBOURS

Theoe of China's East Asian neighbours

also feature prominent staes in thes

A FIVE-
STAR FLAG

On 1 October 1949, a flag was hoisted at Tiananmen Square in
Beljing by the People’s Liberation Armyy. Maoc Zedong, leader of
the Communist Party, proclaimed the new People’s Republic
of China, and a decades-long civil war was finally over.
This was the Chinese flag.

ASTARRV-EVED DESIGNER

designa. The five powres on Vietnam's star

1epr s fareners, workens, intetioctsals

youth and soldiers

Oewe interpretation of the rx

on North Korea's flag s that

. symbod s communtsm. Like China
A2 this ideclogy of how a country
(3‘_ W\ Poukd be run s fundamental i

the nation’s ruling pasty

REVOLUTIONARY RED
. bach TWOSYSTEMS, ONE COUNTRY

Chinag tans regonal fags with two exceptions: Mong Kong and o /
«

Macau. Both Mags contasn the Tive sty from the Chivese
mational fag, symbolising their unety as well as thesr unigue
regonal characienstics

L AR o B
The flag of Hong Kong has 2 while five-petalled Movwss
i 1 I 3 A
% Myanmae™s Luge whilte star regeesents purity
1 the contre. The tree this Moy blooms on is called Sauhinia x X
honesty and compassion. Yellow stands fos
Hakeang or the Hong Kong orchid tree and, since its discovery
S anity and happness, green Sor peace and thx
y TEE0L 1 has become a nationat symbol
wtural ervironment, and red for coutage anx
- Jotorminatson. When this Hlag was raised in
A different Mower - the lotus - uts centrally on Macau's flag Thes 0 o ‘ ' >
JO10 Instructions were goven to burn the
agquatic plant i Hiting green Macau’s ong hsiony 235 an important
port, whanch s represented by the waves below In the middle,
sparnng the water, 1s an smage of Macous famous Covernador

Notwe de Carvalho Beidge

ANCIENT TRADITIONS

Belore the Feople’s Republic of Ching was established,
a vaniety of flags in dilfecent shapes acdd desigrs flew

twr the Leod, mmach like elsiwbiore acrons the Asian

comtinent. One stiking design Came from the (g
Dynasty (1644 - 19171 the deagon on the yellow

b kground represents the Chinese Empite "swl
i

 J ’\y
4
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G/m NDIHT '5
FLAG

Maore people live in India than in any

other country on Earth. This diverse nation,

e speaking hundreds of languages, Is united
A under a single flag. The Tiranga, meaning Oharma chakra
/ ’ tricolour, was adopted on 22 July 1947, just
weeks before India gained independence
\a from the British Empire.
‘_"4"

A flag repersmnt av ideal

14 MULTI-FAITH FLAG
. {y" Mahatma Gandhe was o leader

and activist who fought for India’s

1t el O I ORSSArY MO s

Minda, Mavems (v lastany

Jews, PAESS A AN oehers

20 @O LIl Vs 1Y Ao

independence. He wanted Indias

£ recognke J commoo fag

’ Flag 10 be & unifying eenblom Sor all

W 209 Ve AV

Indians. In 1921, he designed a flag

featurieng red Tor nda's Hindus and

green for its Mushima, A white bhaed
was added for all the other faiths
and cultures of India /

-

SYMBOLIC SAFFRON
/ * In 1951, the colour 1od was
J changed 1o saffron, another r v

T r

Heportant colowt i Hinduism,

Whaen India finatly achiewnd ‘

Independence, its flag colours were

Givers rew symbolise: saflron for

couage and sacriflice, white for

peace and truth, and green for

fanth and chivalsy

‘.\

SOVOMBO SYMBOLISM

The Mongotan g also features » Baddhst
symbol. The Soyomdo s made up of marry parts,
cach representing different things. The sun and
moon, for example, symbolise 1hat Morgola wil
oxist for eterraty, and the yin and yang stand Tor

WHEELS OF CHANGE
Gandhi encowaged India to become sell- relant by
spinning its own doth out of Indian cotton A spinning
wheed wans therefore the perfect emblem for the new flag
Hy 1947, the spiraving wheel had beon swapped for a
dharma chakra, a Baddhest and Hinda symbol repeesenting
progress and the etermal order of the uriverse.

only 0w rype oF clom

B S ro mukr rhw Mag

2 N Spam Il an Cloet

balance betwoeen oppostes.

PARTING WAVS

Following its independence from
the British Empire in 1947, the

British govermement split the region
into two countries: India, which was
mainly Hindu, and Pakistan, which was
mainly Mustion, Pakistan’s flag is mostly
green with a star and crescont moon. Its

white band represents the nation's
NOO Masdim minonities
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SCRIPT AND SWORD | s

in the flag of Iraq,
which preclaims

God is great
Ny

With its bold green background and prominent Arabic
inscription, underlined with a thin white sword, the flag
of Saudi Arabia stands out from the crowd, The text is the
Islamic profession of faith, or shahadoh: " There is no god
but Allah; Muhammed is the Messenger of Allsh”

The current flag was designed by Hafiz Wahba and has been
used since 1973, but earlier versions date back to the 1700s,
often showing the script in a larger size, sometimes with a

curved sword below and other times with no sword at all. FLVTO THE LEFT
Arabic scnpts are read from gt to lefy,
S0 the design of the Saudi tlag s
carefully arafied 10 ensure the teat s
always legble in ity proper drechion,

o matte bow the flag o displayed e

THE SWORD OF A KING ¢
The swoed on the Saudi flag is sad to
represent the sword of King e Saud, who A HOLY FLAG
conguived mach of contral Arabia and In many countries, loweting a Mag to half mast s &
founded Ssad Arabia in 1952, uniting the sagn of mouming, but Because the shahada wiitten
kingdom of Hejaz and Najd, and parts of on the Saudi flag & holy scriptuee, lowwing it &
eastern andd southern Arabia. The weapon i considered Blasphemous [discespectiud 1o God)
also said 1o symbolise strictness in applying and not allowed. It i aso fokadden 1o Gsplay
Justice, making it an approgriate eanblom for the flag on other inermes, such a5 mogs of nhlni__\'\ PAN-ARAB NEIGHBOURS
2 country suled by strict Lvws, ) which i seen a3 distespectiul to tslam, oty 4 Saudi Arabla is surrounded

bry marvy smaller countries that shaco 2
fot of history, cutture and religious
beliefs, You can see the connections in
thesr flags, which display the Pan-Arab
colowrs of green, rod, Black and white.

RECORD-BREAKING
Saudi Arabia boasts the tallest Ragpole in the world, standing
o1 170 metres, in King Abdullah Squate in the oty of Jeddah
It flies a flag which is a whoppeng 33 meties by 49 metres in size!

R ... %



DOING THINGS \)
DIFFERENTLY b

Yellow represents the king

LAND OF THE i
THUNDER

‘m

The druk is white

which represestsy
he purity of the
Ihotareie pecpe

In South Asia, triangles and
pennants were once the norm, but
when European influence spread
across the world, most countries
adopted rectangular flags. Nepal is
the only country in the world whose

flag Is not rectangular or square.

DRAGON .

k‘—-“‘
Just a yak's trek away from Nepal is the country of Bhutan. il SR
It is known in the local language as Dvuk Yul - Land of e @
the Thunder Dragon. And this druk ks an impressive beast!
It's not a fearsome creature like dragons from the West, Orange vymdclises
Instead, it's & quardian spirit, Buddhism, the
natienal relighon.

= —
HEHE

2 e poarh v rtw

Wrageo x Claws regresect

’ Proagery and woeaTh!

UNPACKING THE PENNANT

e A ) 4] 4
The shape of Nepal's flag - a pennanmt - s believed to represent A GRANDMOTHER'S FIAG e % oy -
the courtry’s mountaing, The sun and the moon individually Bhtan's Tlag wias desigoed by Mayeum “, \ B 6 : & ‘
ropresont rulers of Nepal, and together, the wish for Nepal to Last Chorying Wangmo Do, the grandmaother . \ ( ’ . :
for as long as these celestial objects. The blue outline is & symbol of the formes queen Ashi Kesang Choder L
of peace, and cimson red regeesents the thododendion, O b ariginad desagn, the dragon Tacnd " : - - Wy
Pﬂ'p.ll". national Nowes towards the hoost, But Later, the direction of ' .
A the dragon wan Hlipped so that s face was : f

chear o see whien the Tlag was ying

A DIFFERENT DRAGON

Malta’s flag also features a dragon,
but you'll meed 1o look vevy closely 1o
spot it! In the contre of the cross s an
image of St George on horseback
defeating a dragon

wr
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| b MO0 Vi€, i homes and at mowntaln 935 :\ ARl s
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A0 “natayan region. Prayers are A

on the !

5,300 & is hefieved that the wind




Hlacs or paimi

In some countries, faith plays a big role in people’s daily
lives. For others, religion is part of their shared history.
So, it's no surprise to discover one-third of national
flags contain a religious symbol. Of those, nearly half
are Christian and around a third are Muslim. A few are
Buddhist or Hindu, only one is Jewish, and some
even look to religions of the past.

against Muslim forcg,

and the sorr 2 Lrusades

HNeg
g "mb'n,,,-,

Coloyr ¢
Our tn |_19..,,l

Y

sfferent

~ry v Cd v 4
Y the o s e Jerusalemn
® Nas %

bold and simple «,
L0 i N
-(t:uld!zp. e ~Moreacross of a
0 This

PO was

»
¢ Beat of battle

CRESCENT MOONS
The Istamic faith is ofter repersented by the
Cresoent moon and stir, aed youlll Bnd i on the
1lags of many Muslim countries. The symbol dates
back a few hundrod years before Istam, but it later
became associated with the refigion and was featwed
on the flag of the Ottoman Empire. Begloning in the
14¢th century, for hundreds of yoars, this Mustim-led
ompire rbed what is now Turkiye and a Large area
sarroundng the Mediterrancan Sea, and sparked the
use of this celestial symbot on other Mustim flags.

VT ¥ 16 AIVOR | g
rAaY fouvare Mg cresceny

OOV, SN wlTh S0y

FIELDS OF GREEN
Green & an impoctant colour in
Istam, where it symbolises
paracise, and is said to be the
favourite colour of the prophet
Moharmemed. Look out for it on the
Mags of lean, Algeria Pakivtan,
Bangladesh, Trkmenistan,

THESTAR OF DAVID

The only flag caerying a Jewish symbod &
the Mlag of Israel, 250 known as the Jiorssa
Aag which features the six-pointed Star of

Daved. Since Roman times, the star had been a
tystical syenad thought 10 protect ageerst il
spiies and it bocame important 10 Judaism in
the 1 7th cortury bn the Late 19th century,
Jowish people wanted a flag 10 repeosen
them, and the Star of David was paired with
the Bloe and white stripes of the Jewish
prayer shawd, When the state of Istael was
founded i 1945 the Jorest 1Lg was

chosen . the national flag
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5 , The fone s7ar 501 ke e canton of C's fag s sakd
COD 200w 2 gukte On the path 1o progress and honour
11 2i50 VRS 10 #he Firs? flag own o Cvle: the war
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The ag of Rarbados
features a piden, ihe
Spear used Oy the myTical

47 503 god Posesdoo. The
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AMERICAS

ferrer depicred Three The Americas are home to a real range of flags, from the
‘ -m:-'w maple leaf of Canada in the north to the 'Sun of May' iz
.:.:““ of Argentina in the south. Much of the recent history of

staus as ‘e goens of these two continents has been shaped by Spain, Britain
and France, who fought over what they thought of as the

-
A

‘New World', Though these European countries brought

their own colours and patterns, indigenous symbaolism

AN Vonesseld v o e part of
Gran Colmntia. T cowmiries SAY

ave close thes and rhelr shared Mg
OO S 1T Ihe WOW WOrhT Ancw?

-

can still be found in flags across the lands. Many

countries gained independence from European empires
alter hundreds of years, and so their flags are a proud
symbol of freedom and ambition for the future.

Fanama’s fiag s seen on more
SHPS ANaW Ny oY ! Busingsses
YoM 2N Arouwnd M wor i rogts ner
thelr ships there Tod'ay meve ran
£.000 wessels Ay me same Mg

1N fammaica's flag, dlack
FEPrESEnts INE SRR and
Creathsity O Ahe Peogee.
Feen e sk veperanon
and hoge, and goid
repvrsants sanshim and .
110 Wwealth of the naToe \\\ ‘
1

.“ I’

o
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x Lo : 4 ' STATE FLAGS

) ) Each of the USAs 50 states has its own flag, ool
T" E S Tn R S p A N G l E D . New Mexico's features South Carolina's palm tree California’s flag is called

a red sun symbol of the and moon design can be the Bear Flag. The bear

* . indigencus Zia people. traced back 10 1775, the and the woeds California _ &%
} r‘ year before the Declaration Reputlic’ dage backte AN Ohio has the only
3 ‘

of Independence. when the state broke non-rectangular state
. wary from Mexico. . flag. The shape is
r 4 known a3 a burgee.

The Stars and Stripes of the United States
of America is perhaps the most instantly
recognisable flag the world over. As well as
being displayed proudly across the states, it flies
at the geographic South Pole and has also been

planted on the Moon a whopping six times!

On 14 June 1777, the first flag was

adopted - nearly & year after the United

States’ 13 colonies declared independence

from Britain. The 13 stripes represent these
original colomies, while each star represents
a state. The plan had been to add a stripe

CONFEDERATE FMG
¢ ._,‘.A.'.',.-x.: ,: .‘.‘.’ .j:"ln‘.j 3 4?..*) "A. , 2inst The

for each new state, but the flag started to

s15 of the nofth under a differertt flag Today the
‘ look very stripey! The current flag has . Sy
Confederate lag represents pliade in the iCeniny «

] l flown since 4 July 1960, when the 50th x
T‘.»'V southern states, but for cthers it s 2 symbol of racism
star was added for the state of Hawa e L
208 copcession - a reminder that these state

against the abolition of stavery

EAGLE AND SNAKE

T | Maex

MANY DESIGNERS
ANDNO RULES

For such an woesd symbol, s funny that no one » see

whio deosigned the At 0 lag! One legend says it wils
stwn by a Lady called Betsy Ross. Another « 51 was
wiinwg Tather Francs Hopkinaon who dermanded
aptner! from the governmend foe Tis desagn (Tthery didn
pay upl) Most historians agroe that many peopls

rted 10 the design, wivch evolved over ime. In fact
valy Mlag rmakers acranged th however thsy liked, s

il 2Cr0ss the new o ey there ware many differerst g



—\ AFLAGFITFORA REPUBLIC

Brazil had been o monarchy under Dom Pedro et in 1889,

ORDER AND

it became a republic with an electnd government. A new

D ‘ E g wans racsed and whale the colours remained the same,
the coat of arms was replaced with a Bloe ghobe bearing
the motto Ovdem € Progresso, meansng Urder anx

Progress, along with a whide st representbng each state

When Napoleon invaded Portugal in 1807,

the prince regent, Dom Jodo, moved to Brazil,
one of Portugal’s colonies, Once there, he
declared that Brazil was no longer a colony,
but a kingdom equal with Portugal. Later on,
when Dom Jodo returned home, he left his
son, Dom Pedro, in charge of Brazil.

V7 2 1 1‘ *
The government in Portugal wanted Brazil to
go back to being a colony but Dom Pedro was

having none of it! He and many of the Brazillan

people didn't want to be controlied by a far-off
power and so, on 7 September 1822, Dom Pedro

"
b
' STANDING OUT \o
FROM THE CROwWD
@ 4 Beazil’s 14 15 redex od
declared Brazil's independence from Portugal " i ' ‘ 5 e By

and became emperor of the new nation, )
It was time for the country to have its own \\ LN
flag: a green field with a yellow diamond, -'é“g” y £

S MY Worn

featuring the imperial coat of arms.

THE GOLDEN ARROWHEAD
Alirtle north of Beazil is a much smaller country with &
much newer flag, also featweing a lot of green and yellow.
In the run-up to Guyana'’s independence from Britain in
1566, a call went out 1o design a national flag. Up stepped
American studers Whiteey Smith, who would go on 1o
. become 2 famous vexillologist. With a few changes, Smith's
design wars 1he witming entry, and it has flown oves since,

GREEN AND VELIOW

These days, green s s3d to represent the
lush rawdorests, and yellow the gold and

het rich minerals found across the

but that's not why they were arniginally Thoogh the Guyanese government was slighely surprised to »
discover that their flag designes wasn't from Guyana! \
The flag has become known as the Golden Arrowhead.

The arrowhead shape represents a dive towards a

qoliden future and recalls the original inhabitarts ‘
of Guyara, who used arows for hunting. In the
words of Whtney Smith himself, green stands
for 1he jungles and fickds, white fee the many
rivers of Guyana; black is for perseverance,
and red for nation building”




THE MAPLE

LEAF

For centuries, the indigenous people of Canada
enjoyed sinzibukwind ~ the sweet sap of the maple
tree. When European settlers arrived in the 1500s

and 1600s they soon discovered the secrets of

the delicious maple. From the mid-1700s the
popular tree started appearing on regional flags.

However, European flags soon flew over Canada

as the Hritish and French both colonised areas
of these northern lands. Even after Canada
gained independence in 1951, the Union
Jack of the United Kingdom continued
to soar over the Land, sometimes

* alongside a Canadian ensign,

COMPETITION TIME
In 194, a contest was held to design a national
flag for Canada that would cagture the identity
of the nation About two-thirds of the entries
included the maple loaf A committee gathered to
narrow the suggestions down 1o two ags for o
final vote. One was the Pearson Pennant’ - 2
thiee-stemmed maple leaf on 2 white paned
surrounded by two Blue panels. These coloors
symbolised the national motto from sea 1o sea’,
as Canada stretches from the Atlantic Ocean in
the east 10 the Pacific Oopan in the west,

.
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OUR LAND
Nurssvart (1he ekt aut word foe LY 9
out Land?) i the northermment and newsst
of the Canadian tetritores, established A
in 1977 An iconi symbol was chosen to repeesent %
the tegion: the inuksuk,a matker imade from s3ones b,
and boulders piled high to look like a figure. The ,‘,,4
blue star cepresents the Notth Star and the ”,
Leadentip of the eldess in the comemnity, 9

OQUR FLAG !
Greenland s an autonomous tedrory withen the Kingdom of
Denusark that reighbours Canada 10 the northeast. Ueail 1585,
ooly the Dannedrog (soe page 16) was flown 25 the officlal flag,
Bt (Pt yvar, Greenland beld & content 10 create & tew design
My entries featured Noedic crosses 1o honour the

rolationship with similar termitories, but the winesng design

bears no cross ot all, and is striking and unique.

THE WINNER!

The simplicizy of historian George Stanley's competition
entry - a single maple leaf on a rod and white triband -
won out. It was inapired by the Canadian Royal Military

Colloge flag which was also red and white. The two colours
honoceed the British and French histories respectively
and the maple leaf was 2 neutsal symbol for

I Canadian peoples of all races and backgrounds.

1) at



THE WIPHALA

E THE TRICOLOUR
b0 August 1825, just 11 days after they gained

~ symbol has by
independence from Spain, o red and green 4 ' I nd w It consist
striped flag with 2 yellow star was adopted by f [ 5. In 2009, Evo Mor;
l Bolivia. On today's design (in use since 2009), " I ' «d tf
red represerts the beavery of soldiers who nad flag st ‘ 1
fought for independence, yellow the nation’s genous | ans were | ns and
resources, and green Is for the fertile Land pded i

national flag, for example, there may be flags specifically -

e

Most nations have additional flags to the ‘main’ or . "1~ -, . 5 |

|
for use at sea or other state flags for the president and ey |
royal family. Since 2009, however, Bolivia has been the . J
only country to have not one but two very different - l
official flags - the tricolour and the wiphalo. o

farsaciery

G420

!

V. COAT OF ARMS ancean swoiyy

Loats of armmes are uregue designs wioch are used 2 -
untries, moeurchs, regions and even families
South Ameri A hot spot lor 1lags Teatunng coats
ms, with five nabons deglayving theirs proudly
Haree 2 look what Bolivia displays on thews below!
—
A wreath made of An Andean condar,

A hat called 3 laurel leaves and the national Sird
Pheygian hood an clive brarch

Tepieients
freedom o = Sin Bolivan

=) | 3 Cannora
< sigrfying
f\ Boiivias
=

strength of
feterce

repteresting
the naticny A central image featuring a rising sus,
ten regars WO mountaing - the Carra Rice and

the Cerro Mencr - & chapel, » llama,
some whest and 2 pelm tree



A SPLASH OF PURPLE

The purple of the sisserou patrot’s feathers is unusual < not for birds, but for
flags. Barely any other country’s flag includes the colour! In the past, purple

dye was extremoly expersive t0 make a5 thousands of sea swrails were
needed to produce even a seall amount. It was oely used by monarchs
and emperors. Since a less expensive purple dye was discovered in

the 1850n, a few modern flags naw feature the eye-catching
colou. I you look closely, you' ¥l aso spot it in the flags of

Nicaragua and EL Salvador, and in the Bolivian wiphala.

THE
PURPLE
PARROT

The beautiful sisserou parrot is only found on the sunny Caribbean
island of Dominica, so it's fitting that this bird perches proudly on
the country’s flag, Sitting in front of a red disc, it represents the country
reaching great heights to achieve its ambitions, Ten green stars
surrounding the parrot represent Dominica’s ten parishes, and the
tricoloured cross represents the Christian holy trinity.

.'3 WHAT'S IN A NAME?

o
. 2, J Dominica's modern name comes from
'
!
g ¢

the explorer Chrstopher Columbus,

who spotted it from his ship on

Sunday § November 1493 In Latin

L
st L LY

dves Dovminicg mears the Loeds Day,

i3 X
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another name for Sundary )
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COLOURS FORA COUNTRY
Each colowt on Dominica’s Mlag holds o special mesning.
-4 The yellow stands for sunshine aed the Carib people, whase
ancesters Lived on the istand before colonisation. The black
standts fot the volcanic istand’s fertile soil and the Alrican
hevitage of many Dominicans. White sysnbolises hope and
the islands many civers. Fnally the groen Backgrousd
& represents Dominica’s tropical forests.

. 3
- g ;
A FLAG OF i 5
INDEPENDENCE . < EER

ALWIN BULLY

Dominica’s ag was designed by the famous

playwrighe, artist, teacher and rational

treasvare Alwin Bully, who spent sraach of

his bde working to promote and

presaeve Dominicas culture

Lée many of its Canddean nesghbours, Dominica’s 1lag k\ : i.--‘
grew from colonial roots. The ssland was colonised by g '__ . .-4
ther Fronch i 1637, and for the neat 200 yoars it wins A \ N \ -
fought over by the French and Beitish, switching back / "' ! \ ' 4 : ! ',,'f;.: “‘D, Goln‘ BLACK AND GREEN
nd forch botween the two empires akly.an 1978 9\ " .
—_— (th between the two empires. Finatly,in 19/8 ¥ Have you noticnd that 2 handful of Carnibbear

Daminica gaened independence, doing arwary with its

flags contan red, godd, black and groen/
old Mag with links to the Hotish Empire and hoisting

-

Thase are Pany Alncan collones (sew page 54)

the uregue and vibrane 1Lag we see today

Although the Caribbean s a long way from
Aftica, it has strong ties because of the slave
trade. From the 1600 10 19th century, Europoar
sbave taderds - manly from Brtain and Fraeds
ersslived and tramsported around five midlion
Wost Alrscaen 10 the Carlbbean 10 foroe them
10 work on sugar plantations. Most slirves were
treated horribly, 3d many deed before they had
oven made it actoss the Atlantic Ocean, Today
maery Caribbean people proudly trace thes
ancestry tack 10 Alrica, and thew Rags’ colouss

often shaee 1he same symbolism
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SHINING SUNS

CARIBBEAN SUNRISE

I the Caribbean, Antigua and Barboda’s g
festures & sun rvng from the sea Framed
within ted trianghes that foem a "V for
victony, this oye-catching sun regeesonts the

v of 2 new era of hope for

idependent nabon

You might expect that countries’ flags - so often
planted on Land or flown at sea - would focus on symbols
closer to Earth. In fact, as you've probably already spotted

in this book, many flags are emblazoned with a sun or
moon. But what do these recurring symbols mean?

As 2 source of heat, light and energy, the Sun is vital to cur —~
exitence, IS not so surprising then that it takes centse stage -
In diffecennt focens on flags across the globe. In South Amerca,

Ml was the sun god, worshipped theoughout the Incan

. o~ Frpite, and 1odiy, many modern couetries in that region
Wi fad the A e foatuve the symbol on thes Mags. el can be seen watching
prt % over Potost mourtain on the flag of Botivia, and on the

Ecuadorion flag, Inti sits above & mountain and a stesnboat
Mouting on the Guayas Rved Furthes south, the blazing Sef de

Moyo (Sun of May) on Uruguay's and Argenting’s flags also
regresents the god ke, as well a3 the countries’ freedom

.S

ll

(
e

B8

BLAZING BRIGHT

of Lberty hoe country™s mational anthem

ANEW DAWN
Travediing down 10 southorn Arica, & o sun tises
in the top band of Malawt's flag Here, the sun
repeesonts a new dawn of hope and progress for
the country sirce it gained independence in 1964

.

BY THE LIGHT OF THE MOON
We've already looked at how Islam is often
represented by the crescent moon; howeves, there
is one flag where the crescent moon holds a
different meaning. In the red and white bicolour
of Singapore, the moon symbolises the growth of
2 young nation alongside five staes representing
democracy, justice, equality, peace and progress.

FULLMOON FEVER
Full moons are 2 more unusual sight on flags, but 3
yellow full moon features prominentty on the flag
of Palaw (and you can find out the story behind it
on page 73). The white disc on Thong Dwang Deoer
(the white moon flag) of Laos not oaly symbolises
the full moon against the Mekong River, but also the
country’s bright futwre and unified people. It also
honours Japan in helping Laos gain independence.

X
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AFRICA

Africa's vast and vibrant landscape is home to 54 countries
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~ more than any other continent! It's no surprise, then, that it
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also flies a huge variety of flags. Across the continent, a five-pointed
star is a common motif, often representing unity, liberty or life. In
the north, many flags display the Pan-Arab colours, showing the
relationship with their Middle East neighbours, while in Central and

West Africa, the Pan-African colours of red, green and yellow are

used. They take inspiration from the flag of Ethiopia, and together

represent an ideal that each country strives to achieve.

Over recent centuries, and especially in the late 18005,

Faping sece 1042 e flag of Livevia
Jo0ks wery similar 1o rhat of me
USA DOCIuSE I was fVImed Dy tw
American Codonzanos Socesy
WO ENCoOTIRED - AN Offen
PIESSUENT - frend siaves frem
RAnrica and e CaribOean
COMW NeYe 10 FOrm 3 manon

Africa was deeply affected by colonisation from European empires

which exploited the land's resources and people, and interfered in

relations between tribal areas. But in the 20th century, after years of

struggle, almost all of the continent gained independence, and with

independence came new emblems for many nations. With a troubled
colonial history and so many languages, cultures, alliances and
rivalries, unity can be a challenge, but Africa’s flag families

show that its countries still have close ties,



FOREVER FREE

Ethiopia Is a vast country In East Africa, dominated by
mountainous highlands, dry lowlands and a stretch of
desert. it's unsurprising, then, that this harsh envircnment

For centuries, Ethicpians have defended their homeland
with fierce pride, and this is seen most clearly during the

has produced some of the toughest warriors on the planet.

.?'k
N 2
A BRIGHT FUTURE

n place since 1996, the centrepiece of today’s Rag

AFLAG BORN FROM BATTLE 7 lg - §

15 3 star with five rays. The star repeesents Ethiopaa's
beight future, and the rays represent eguality among

Ethiopians regardless of race, religion of gendes

I 1596, Ermpeercr Manebi 11 and his lion bearted
warrions defeated the invadiag Mallan anmy a the
Battle of Adwar One yoar Latee, Menelik designed a flag
for his victoroun empire, cormiting of 4 red band for

the bloodshed in defonce of the homoland, a yellow
band for religices freedom and peace, and a green
Band tepersentting Ethoopea’s Land and hope,

height of Europe’s colonisation of Africa,

In 1870, only 10 per cent of Africa was under European
control but by 1914, it was nearly 90 per cent of the
continent. During this brutal period of colonisation,
Ethiopia stands out as one of the few that
successfully maintained its independence.,

COLOURS FOR
A CONTINENT
Because of Ethiopia’s histary of
resiszing colonisation, the whole
of Africa looked towards the courtry
a3 a symbol of strength. Today, there
ae 22 other Mrican national flags
which use the green, yellow and
red of Ethiogia. These are the

Pan-African colours
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A WORLD WAR VICTORY

In 1956, Benito Mussolies, then Prime Messtir of Raly, brielly
claimed ownenhip of Ethiopia. The cccupation was beutal but
focal warrion kept Bighting lor freedom, By 1941, the whole
world was engulfed in Woeld War 11, The Ethéopaan resistance
continued 1o fight and finally, with the support of the British
farces and other allied troops, achioved victory THat samse ywat,
Restored to the theone, Emperar Haile Selassie raised a flag with
2 lion in the contre, representing the bravery of the people who
loept E1hopia forever free, and his own descont from

King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba,

. \\‘ll
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THE VALUE OF
FREEDOM
In 1958, Gurrwest was ooe of
the flrst nations to adopt the
[thioplan colours. When gaining
ndependence and unfurling hs
country’s red, yellow and green )
tricolour, President Abened Séhou "
Tostd declamed. "We peefes paverty .
in froedom than riches in stavery”

A FAMILY OF
INDEPENDENT NATIONS
After gaining independence in 1960,
Cameroon flew its own green, red
and yellow flag. by 1975, the flag
was tedesigned with a single
contral star to symbolise natioral
unity whele still celebrating
President Ahvnadiou Ahidjo’s
Pan-African vision



RIGHTEOQOUS COLOURS

The colours of the Kenyan flag are also significant 1o

LAND OF
WARRIORS

Dressed In red robes, with spears and shields in
hand, and living in Lands with lions, wildebeest
and giraffes, Maasal warriors are an impressive

the Maasai peogle. Traditionally, they beliewe in one God
called Engat, but this God has two personalites: Engal Narok
(the Black God) is kind and Engai Na-nyokie (the Rsd God) is

fierce. Those rightecus colones of Black and rod have been

used by Maasai people for conturies

A SWAZISHIELD

3 The serall sonthern Arican coutry of Eswatini
sight, The Maasai people come Largely from 1} also features a sheeld on its flag, In the centre
northern, central and southern Kenya, They are ! LA of the field is a traditionad Ngani shield and

known for showing calmness and courage, even
in danger, and for their expert knowledge of the
Land and wildlife around them

| spears, regvesenting the readiomss of the Swazi
‘ people to defend thelr land, culture and
traditions. The striking and contrasting black and
white segments of the shield symbolae black
and white citizens Living togethes in hanmony,
The bloe feathers that adom the shield
topresant the Seazi rogd family - a raeity in
o continent whete the majority of courtres
have prasidents. As well & having a monarch,
Eswatini treaks away from Pan Arican colow
correontions uaing sky blue, instead of green, 10
reprosent paace and stability Yellow stands for
Eswatini’s resources and rod for bloodshed in
the rastion’s past butthes.

To this day, many Maasai live a semi-nomadic
lifestyle, herding cattle and goats just as their
ancestors did for centuries. Nationally and
internationally, the Maasal are celebrated for
staying true to their traditions. This celebration
Is shown most prominently on Kenya's flag,

which depicts a Maasal elongo, or shield.

BLACHK, RED AND GREEN

Slack, red and groen ae also
the colours of the Kenya African
National Usson (XANL I}, the party that
od Kerwa's Tight for freedom. Black
for the people, red for the struggle
and green for the Lend The rooster
represeres the arrival of & now dag
Upon independence in 1965, the

roaster was teplaced wath the

Maass elongo and white lines

vwere added 1o symbolise prace

A WARRIOR'S SHIELD

VA0 15 tnaede from cow hide stretched

for 1his mewdy frewe naltios
i

i 2
and sown over 3 wooden platform. Different
sub-groups and tamilies wive represented by
diffevont designs, and i the past, warrions would
often use blood to make their red dye. Elongo
were uned In warlare and cattie rands. and
provided spirstuad as will as physical protection
as clders and leaders would bless o wamor
Sueld NS no wonder then that on Kesrra's flag.

the tfongo regeesents delence of the ration
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From the late 19505 to 1980, groups of people fought vallantly across
the African continent to gain independence for their country. This was
called decolonisation. In 1957, Ghana was the first sub-Saharan
African naticn to gain independence and a competition was
held so the newly liberated citizens could design their flag,

RED, GOLD AND GREEN

Theodosia Okoby o tadented st and teachwr, won the
compenition to design a striking Ghamasan flag leaturing the
Pan-African colours. The red band symbolises the bloodshed in the
is the nations
e groen rellects Ghan ch forests. These colowrs

A & country that ey ! colomalism

BLACK STAR

In 1919, 2 amaican activist called

Marcus Garvey formed a shipping
w called the Black Star Line.
Dwned and run by local people, it

doen and

bocarne a symbol for T
indepe we. In Ghana, the black st
can be soen everywhiere - Trom ity

flag to landmarks

proaunent pace on the
like Biack Star Gate in Black Star Squave and

the ratioeul foobadl team: the Black Staey!
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A FLIAGFORA
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With its six bold blocks of colour,
South Africa’s flag Is one of the most
striking and colourful in the world.
When It was first holsted on 27 April
1994, it marked a turning point for a
deeply divided country. Black South
Africans had finally won the right to
vote, electing a new government led
by President Nelson Mandela and

ending the terrible apartheid system.

|\ FRESH START

*

-
Fe

WHAT WAS APARTHEID?

Deep radal Inoquataties existed in South Africa
since 8 was fiest colonised by the Dutch, bt from
1948 until 1994, the govermenent 561 up a system

of Laws, known a5 apartheid, that aimed 1o keep
different races separate. White people, who were

& minonty, held the wealth and power. Black,

e r . L 1 4
'-'\ 1 b

The old South African flag was
a symbol of colonlalism as it
was based on the flag of the

Netherlands, as well as Including
the British Union Jack. It was time
for a new flag to represent all

South Africans, especially those

who had not been given a voice

in their great nation,

JOINING TOGETHER

The nerw Tag was designed by Fredenick Brownell, » state
herald. He explained that the colows and Y shape tepresent
4 joining together of the country’s past and present, and all

its ifferent people, Black, green and yellow were the
colouss of the African Natioeal Congress - the new ruling
political party. Red, white and blue were the colowrs of the
British and Afrikaners fom South Africa’s colonial pust, Red
white, black, green and yellow were colours of the Zulus
one of the Largest ethnic groups in South Africa, while green
wirs also o colour of Isbam, But in the ags design, none of
the colours reprenent & spealfic group, lentead, togethn

they encomprss all South Africans.

;}"

v

g

mixed race and Indian people wore not allowed

10 brve, socialline, o o 10 schood n the same
places. Thew jobs were restocted, and thay were
not allowed 1o vote. Netson Mandela was one of

ey activists wha fought loog and hard to

abolish apathesd, even spending 27 years in
prison for the cause. By the end of his lile, he was
cormidered & hero around the world

£

. CRAVONS AT THE READV!

’, Whien the new Hlag design was sert by Tax smaches

'_ .“’ 10 Nelson Mandeda for approvad, it was preted on
tlack and white. Somebody had 10 quickly buy

s

HATS OFF TO LESOTHO

The small mountaenous country of Lesotho

is completely surraunded by South Afiica Ity

g features & tadiDonad Sotho straw haa,

catled 2 mokaroelo, as an emblem of the country

2006 1o codebe e the

It was first Blown i

Alxh »

e sary of 1he courtnys

ndependence from Goeat Bnitaen



It seems natural that a creature displayed on
a flag should be thought of as majestic and
fearless, 5o it's no surprise to discover
that the most common bird
featured Is an eagle. And If that
isn't fierce enough for you, how
about one with two heads?

DOUBLE-HEADED EAGLE

Skanderbed the nationad hevo of Albania
who defosted the Oromaees, wairs part of
the Xastrioti family. Their emblom

o & two Beaded eagle a0 row
r doubie headed eagle represents the
ontae nation. Nesghboue ing Montonogi«

ard peatby Serbea also include o

two headed vagle on their flags

AN EGYPTIAN EAGLE

n the 1.th certury, Saladn became
the first sultan of Lgypt and Syria
The Eagie of Saladin then found its way
back onto the Egyptian flag in

following the Egyptian Revolution

4L, oo T2

BIRDS, BIRDS AND MORE BIRDS
Birds are found on lots of Aags. On the flag of
Uganda, their mational bird - a grey clowned
crane - prowdty stands to attention. Eosador’s
lag features an Andoan condor perched on ity
coat of axms, while oo the Guatomatan flag.
a native quetzal sits on a scrofl

HOOVES, HORNS AND FUR
You'll find some interesting four-legged beasts
hiding in coats of arems - but youll have to look
closely to spot themn! On the flag of Venerueta is
Palomao, the white horse of Siman Bolivar, who
lod the country to independonce from the
Spanish Empire. The state flag of Peru
features a vicufa - related 10 Hlamas
. and alpacas, this animad ropresents
freedom and national geide.
Ower in Curope, the countty of Andotra features two
1ed cowa on s ag. Andiorrn was once goversed by
France and Spain, and the cows represent thone found
in the Fremch region of Béan Not 1o be outdone, Croatsa
has theee different species on ity flag: three lion heads,
& qoat and a macten at the 1op of its cost of atres,
representing its historic reglons.

THE LION'S ROAR

15 and regad. the lion
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OCEANIA

As you might guess from its name, Oceania covers a vast
area of ocean. However, out of all the continents, it has the
smallest Land area and the fewest people living there
[not counting Antarctical). Surrounded by so much water,
it's no wonder that the countries’ flags are connected to the
sea. Most flags feature the colour blue and, in most cases,
this symbolises the ocean, Stars also feature on several
flags, as the seafaring peoples of the region have looked to
the skies for navigational guidance for thousands of years.
However, not all the stars represent the same thing: some are
position markers, while others show the Southern Cross
or the Commonwealth Star,

Many countries in Oceania only became independent from
the United Kingdom, United States and Australia in the 19705
and B0s. While you can find nods to these countries on some
flags today, many designs reflect these nations’ own unique
local cultures, from full moon fishing parties to a beautiful
bird of paradise or the tusk of a wild boar.

he flag of fovga aares 10 Me Meds
when g Ceoge Tron Caowe’ fupow !
refed e sanion, Since 1005, the
comMation Aus stated shar ¥
MU e D0 aMered.
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< THE SOUTHERN CROSS * . . 4 hihy oo ¥

* '. ° - 4 T its passengers was sefzed by Australian officers
‘ * On every clear night across the Southern Hemisphere, a beautiful 2 4 for not flying a flag but, at the time, New Zealand
R

‘ 'I

set of stars can be seen adoming the sky. This constellation has acted as . v =) didnt have one. In 1834, 25 Micr| chiefs and
a celestial signpost for centuries, guiding those wandering the outback K ¥y /. . 13 British and Amwerican ship captains, missionaries
e on foot and those navigating the seas In canoes or sailing boats. . : (7 and settlers agreed on the flag of the United Tribes
R Y - 3 5 » - U of NewZealand. New Zealand's current flag was
'.‘\ e - \ e The Miori of Aotearoa call this constellation Te Pae Mahutoko and view WY . o 4 2N mulwlum“mmwm »
Nl 3 It as the anchor of a sky canoe. According to an Aboriginal legend, it Is o ] - - UK, but atso displays four stars representing
p \

called It the Southern Cross, However, it's clear that across the reglon
this brilliant constellation is shared and celebrated, as seen by the P o i 7 g
flags of Australia and New Zealand. ‘ i ‘ A = =

part of an emu stretching across the sky. Much later, European settlers X ' J 7 ; the meaningful Southesn Cross constellation. 4

TIME FOR A CHANGE?

People have questioned whethes

INDIGENOUS FLAGS

by H !
‘ New Zealands Nag end it inclinion

“‘Oﬂl FLAG ; z of thee Linuon Flag & right for an

Ihee Mion ace the indigencs people v

of Acteaeoa ~ the rame for New Zealand
110 00 < and these 1lag is oftens seen

independent country. In 2016, citizens wern
sskend o select an olternative fag A blue
and black design featunng & silver fern

aloogide New Jealand’s national flag, resonated with the people. Black bas long
especially at evenes such 45 Watangl Dy,

The swinlng shape epeesnds a cunbing foen
c "'l“ frond, which symbolises the unfoldey of

new Life and hope for the future.

Deseny associated with New Jealand,
rotadty the All Blacks rugby team, The

fern is unigue to New Zealand

e
aond Maon coesider the plant & Sign of
strength. When it came tumne to decide

between the new and curront fag, the

ongieal narrowly won out ’
(]




A COLOURFUL
COUNTRY

Papua New Guinea is a country steeped in uniqueness, Located on
the world’s second biggest island, it is home to over 1,000 different
groups of people who speak more than 800 different languages!
Across the country, different tribes gather for events called Sing-Sings,
where people share and celebrate their cultures and traditions by
singing and dancing. Diversity is not limited to the people either:
over 5 per cent of the world’s species can be found in the lush
Papua New Guinean rainforests, including singing dogs,
tree kangaroos, egg-laying mammals and rainbowfish.

ATALENTED TEEN
In 1971, Susan Karike, a 15 year-old schoolgirl, drew
3 design for 2 new national g featuring a baed of

W nat

paradise soaring high, show
1 prospenty She also added the Southem Cross,
demonstrating the strong bond wath other South Pacifi
countries. 1he cobowrs of red and black are dnded
Sagonally - a rare sight on rational flags - and we
traditionally used in costumes of the different Papua
peoples. She submitted her d 1 10 the county s

3 cortest and was swiltly dex od the wirrwt

THE BIRD OF PARADISE  : ‘ > A 4 Ty .Y.
Possibly the most spectacadar of all arvvals that call : J % ST A E ; ow mm
this country home & the bird of paradiae, Papus New g - . i ' 7
Ganreas national bitd This colousfid creature & 2 p y , ¥
HOPE AND PEACE

beloved syl for a colourful country, and it has long
Timor-Leste, ooe of the workds newest nations and a oeal

boon wsad by the reglonal government and on reglonal
reighbour of Papua New Guinea, flies a flag featuring the same

flags. Its Song and coloue il Seathers are used by some
colours. When the design was adopted m 1975, the meaning of

b headdoesses and dothing, and Papus New
Guinea's ruglry team o evon nicknamed the Koty each colone was a fresh remindes Black repeesentind 400 yoars

which means bird of paradise’ in the language Tok Piin of colonsalism and red representod the people’s spelied blood

The yellow arrow macked the strugagle Tor independencs

and the white sta symbotisnd hops for a bettor futuen

I 2002, when the flag was reinstated afes the end of
Indonesia’s occupation, the colours took o0 new meaning
yellow celebrated the country’s wealth and the white star was ":‘
a quiding light and repeesanted poace 4

% s
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Far out in the south Pacific Ocean you'll find Vanuatu. This country,

BOLD COLOURS

formed of a group of volcanic islands, has flown its distinctive flag since

t gained independence from the United Kingdom and France in 1980,
The most unique part of the flag is the emblem of a boar's tusk
encircling the leaves of a nomele tree - a symbol steeped in the

traditions of the local people, who are known as Ni-Vanuatu,

WHY THE ‘V'?

Notice how the gattem on Vanuatu's flag ts similar to South

Africa’s? In fact, thae's just a coincdence. Here, the Y-shape

reflocts the Lyout of the sslands, as well as symbolising

Christanity spreading theough the istand chain

N - +
FULL MOON FISHING
Vanuaty is by no means the only Pacific country to have a flag

steeped in the culture of the local pecple. Bebind Palau’s simple yet

striking flag Is an incredible story. Each month acound the time of the
full Moon, there is a spectacular sight in the waters surrounding Palau,

Terss of thousands of fish called red snappers gather to perfoem thelr
mating ritual. Not sseprisingty, this In tumn attracts masry predators, such

)

A TREASURED TUSK

w boar's tusk is a local symbol of prosperity. 1o achiowe / < a5 sharks. All this action makes the full Moon a prime time for fishing,
wch spectaclar circuliar teethy the ovner of & boat must : : and it Is also considered the best thme for sowing, harvesting and
PIBOVe T s wpper 1eth then care for the geowth ol 1y \ celebeating. To reflect its importance In Palau culture, the full Moon
lower teech aver many years. eventually feedng the Y- = above the ocean waters has filled the country’s flag since 1981,
by hand. In Vancatu culture, the P wn bas, 1t S
s his statas. When the 0ig o sacnificedd the smeut E
hared with all the othes villagers ot a feast. and the l‘."‘s oF p‘“c
boars busks are woen a5 a pendant The nomele 10 'J"\‘io..:/:}l

of peace.Youl en®

syl ¥ "
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FUN FLAG
ODDITIES

With 195 independent countries across

Vatican City and Swtzerland

are the ooly countries with Belize s one of anly twi indepeodent sations 10 leatuse

squace flags. poopie on s 1lag. The other & Malta, wiech has a tiny image

of St Geomge defeating a dragon (see page 57). You can also

fired & woman with & cross and o haep on the g of

Montserrat, an island territoey in the Canbbean

Paraguary is ane of only Uwoe
national flags with a different

six continents, that's an awful lot of

o flags! We havent even scratched the
design on the front and back

The national cost of ares &
shown on the frone, while on
the back there is the seal of

surface of the many more flags flown
in different regions. Do you have a
favourite? Maybe you've discovered
one in this book that takes your
fancy, or perhaps the flag of your own

country holds a place in your heart

WA s pevar about

Here are a few more fun and unusual

ving in Swirzerind

The Black andd whils

a1 1 irers ' 1 f
iy 0w

wel. ¥t 2

flag facts you might not know about o Botswana 1ep t the strig i
lotswana tepresent the stripes of the

So, if you ever take a NMag quiz, you're

country's nationad animal, the 2ebra

bound to pass with flying colours

Thery also syrrdadive Mt marny etween

e o Y PR ..‘ . . g . PR

¢ fopAe The Polish flag & the same as the flag of Indonesia, just with the

Sthnict

colours flipped upside down Indonesia and Monaco have the same

design, but the shape of Moraco's 15 2 Bt narowes

Ihe fLag of the Philippines s unique as it s turne The world recoed for biggest flag goes to
upmide down durieg times of war, In peace, the flag Romania. In 2015 it solled out a fag that was a
The Jlamaican flag is the only 15 Mo with the blue band on 105, Howeer, V‘m Mmalonqand 227 metres wide ‘S,G” v
national ttag in the world net to during war, the flag is displayed with the red band ~ that's bigger than theoe foothall pitches. » o”” OUN nAs

wow you've learmed the $20ries behind o™
one world’s fags ang i, Meaning of vetl
o )
Syeobols and colours, why not design yout O
qag? 't could regresens your famity, whvere "qu
uve, O MIYEE it could be 5 frag for PLane

feature red. white or blue on Lo, representing courage and the nationy

1eadess 10 defend tyell

V=

i""‘h just in Case an alien spaceship €
21009 #nd NOeds to know Where they et

3
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e AGE OF SAIL (vlvvi 1o
period in mantime history durng
which sailing shaps dominated
Gglobal ses travel, explotation,
trade and naval waitae

e BRITISH EMPIRE w0
globul eenpite that, at its height in the
Late 19th and early 20th centurnes,
occupied terrtonies on every inhabited
continment. The empire began 10 decline
aftes World War 11, leading 1o a wave

of independence moverments that
resulted n the decolonisation of many
countries by the mid- 20th centusy.

COATS OF ARMS 1o v
desiges whech are used as symbols
of countries, monarchs, reglons and
even families

COIOHIIUSR oA system in
which one country takes control of
anothes territory, often by settling s
own people thero and exploitiog 1he

Land’s resources

COMMUNISM . on des abons
Bow 10 run o country where evoryone
shares everything equally, meaning
that all property and resowroes belong
10 the community of The govesnement

instead of indviduals

DECOLONISATION - he process
through whiach countres that were
once controlled by colomnal powers
gain independence and become

self - govermning,

EMBLEM 15 o syrnbol or design

that represents o partioular idea,

CEganisation of group

IDEOQLOGY i« » ot ol beliote,
values and ideas that shapes the wary
individuals or groups understand the
woeld and their place in it

INDEPENDENCE 106 & country
means that it becomes free from the
control of another country and can
make its own rules and decisions,

INDIGENOUS (' cov 1o the coiginal

people who have lived somewbere Tor

a long time and have thel own unigue
cultures, languages and traditions that
A0 connected to that land.

1w MIDDLE AGES v 5 pevind in
Europesn histoey from around the Sth

1o the Late 15th contury, shaping much
of Ewope’s cultuee, sockety and politics.

AMONARCHY o el
gquvernment whare & single person,
called 2 king or queen, rules a country,
usumlly for life and often passed down
through Tamily Bines

ANATIONALANTHEM - - fomal
s0ng that represends a country, often
expressang its values, history and pride,
and Is typecally played durng official
events and ceremonies

PAN-AFRICAN vteis 100
movement and ideology that seeks
1o prommote unity, solidatity and
cooperation among all peopide of
African descent

PAN-ARAB (c1es 10 5 rrvvment
and ideology that seeks 1o promete
unity, solidarity and cooperation of
Asab countries and people

APENNANT s o loog rariow

flag that tapess to 4 point of has 4

triangular shape

AREPUBLIC i« o type of goverament
whete people edect their leaders to

repeesent them

SOCIALISM - o opstemn where the
government owns and shares resowces
with the sdea that everyons has acoess

10 Basic noods,

The SOVIET UNION o U550 wos
a latge comemunist state in Eastem
Lurope and Northern Asla that cdstod
from 1922 o 1951, made up of
multiple repadlics, ncluding Russia

Ihe SPANISH EMPIRE v one
of the first global smpires, stretching
acrons the Ameticas, parts of Ewope,
Aftica and Asia from the Late 15th
century to the early 19th century

STATE HERALD - o it il the
manages and designs symbols ke
couts of arrme, flags and emblems.

TREASURY i 5 goverronens
department o institution responseble
for managang a country’s limances

VEXILLOIDS oo ok octs that
resemble flags but me not actual flags.
such as poles, bannets o emblems,
They were alten used in ceremonial
contexts before the development of
modemn flags

VEXILLOLOGIST 1= o porson wie

studies flags, thelr history, design,

-
N

syrmbolism and usage




