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The secret to Marvels success is no secret
at all - Stan Lee was always very open
about the fact that the element that
separates the Marvel characters from
all other super heroes is that they are

people first and super heroes second.
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JACK KIRBY

If there = a sgnature look that defined Marvel comics in the | 9605, it comes from the

pencil of Jack Kirby, While other artists made huge contnbutions 1o Marvel, there s only
ane creator who was gven the nckname "ng™

jack Kby was five years older than Stan Lee, and hke Stan he was a New Yorker born

10 jewsh s. Bormn jacob Xur berg, he never 100k any formal art lessons, 1ak ng

nspration from any com stres that he coud find Me worked on NeWspaper comic

stnps, and after a bnef stint n arnemation moved to monthly comics b Kurtzbery

b with a few pen names such as Curt Davs, Ted Geey and Lance Kirby before
cventia ::v‘ armnng at .l'L :“.lf?'l,‘ j;.‘-. oined Tll’"ll‘\,v‘ Comics n |'-""‘:‘., where he created

plain Amenico with Joe Simon, which became one of the decade’s bigpest hits

jack met Roz Goldsten in 1941, They mamed in 1942 but a year later jack was

drafted into the army :ﬁln':"; World War |l jack served in the nfantry. and because

of his art skils he was often sent as a scout behind enemy ines to draw maps and

enemy p ns. He used what he saw in the war in his Comcs, and that s perhaps part
of the reasen that his action scenes are 5o realstc, but ako feel so

CaNRerous

After the k worked for a number of different comic book companies, partnerng

with Eu‘u: SEmon i many Giferent penres Jack worked on Toung Romance for Price Cormecs

a comic whech promesed “al true love stones” on the cover - ths was the first romance

*as For JACK KIRBY,
MHARD-HMORKING ARTIST
LIFE IS A FLURRY DF
FRANTIC PENCIL-PUSHING
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
SUPPEN CHANGE WHNICH
WLt TRANSFORM HimM INTO
“wTWE THING /!

c

ormic and is often credted with creating a whole new comics genre, Me eventually returned

to workang for Tmely (which was no

Isfand. produdr W

ack’s incredble work ethee and lew

n the comics industry He would work

four to fwe pages of

while some artists struggled to comg

e could penal several comics every

vel without

W A

» hchorg Ivs spacainy was stones where gant my
[

ths Comecs), working on supermatural and

sters attacked helpless ates

pfs of productivity meant that he was a legend

for 12 to 14 hours a day in his house in Long
exciing and Synamic Comic artwork every day,
jote one, Krby's prolific page rate meant that

month, pving the early Marvel comcs’ ine a

Jack Kirby Me created so much of the look, the

feel and the emotion of early Marvel heroes that it 5 impossbie to imagine the current

the same time — they are

o

BOOs W th hy

KEY

20 of super heroes without him, Krby's heroes are natural and completely stylised at

man prodiems
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22

THAT'S ITITHE,) ’H o,

w‘E'LC \/— I PITY THE GUY
FIGHT WHO TRIES TO
TOGETHER, BEAT US/

OR
SEPARATEL || [ [ WELL NEVER
IF g{;gp f BE BEATEN/

Wo THUS |S BORN ONE OF

iz

TEAMS OF ALL TIME . FOWERFUL / UNPREDICTABLE / BROUGHT

TOGETHER BY A STRANGE QUIRK OF FATE, THE AVENGERS ARE

ON THE MARCH , AND A NEW DIMENSION 1S APDED TO THE
MARVEL GALAXY OF STARS./

THE GREATEST SUPER-HERC
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THE
FANTASTIC
FOUR

There 5 a comics industry legend that publisher Martin Goodman was playing golf

with one of the publshers of DC comics, who told him that their bggest selling boo

Geaes

or not, Goodman certainly asked Stan Lee to create a team super hero book in 196

result was the fawed, human, bic of the Fantastic Four, wt

ering heroe

redatabilty would set the mould for comees for decades 1o come. T

Mo ne
2 NCroes

not unrealstc archetypes, they were real peopie with genuine pro blems

The toughest thing abowt doing any super h

ssue, Stan Lee would later weite, If the ntroductory story doesn't grab the readers

the chances are they won't come back for the subsequent issues. "' Stan knew that he

necded his best artist on the x

, and Jack Kirby was only t

happy to delver. |

tUme spemt -_!v‘“\"zg MOoNSter comics 1S evdant on the cover of The Fantastic Fowr &

The main image 5 of a misshapen giamt forcing its way out of the earth, screaming

direc

beast, but how wil they stop

I

y at the reader. Around him, a senes of strange §

m/!

When readers opened the comic, the story nsde was new and unsettling, Four
figures were caled together to meet an nitally unspacfied menace, but these were no

they seemed 10 cause &8 many problems as they solved The rvsbie

a2 Commaotion gowmc . e husang Ben Grimm smashed hs way

(3

¢ Leogue, and that readers wanted team super hero books. Whether ths s true

aee humanity and

series 5 producing the very first

igures prepare to battle the

The Fantaste Four were astrons ns, bombarded with cosmic rays. whch gave them

dble powers. Reed Richards could now stretch his body nto impx

ssible lengths

while his prifriend Sue Storm could turn rvsdie at will. Sue’s brother lohrny could

cover s whole .",x",‘ in flames. while pict Ben Gomm was transformed imto a super

strong rock creature. These were heroes who were fallble, who fought and argued with

exch other, and who sounded moce realstic and more human than anyons in super

hero caomics had before

\

Stan knew that The Fantostic Fowr was a hit when letters st

added a let column 10 the third ssue, Interac with fans would be vital to Marvels

success, as well as being a useful way of gaupng feedback on these new types of super
hero stones
Namoe the Sub-Mariner returmed to cormcs in The Fontastic Four #4, every bit as

Unhapoy with mankang as the last trme that readers saw him Stan and lack started

playng with lonper, more mvolved storyenes that would take several issues to complete

becauss the adventures of Reed Ben Jo

ity and Sue became o intncate and complex

that a sgie ssue Coud

& comtan them T."|:5 Wwas a new art form, a type of

orytedy g

that had never been seen n comis before, which

ok nspration from heroic myths as

much &3 2 dd duly So8p operas

The Famaste Four have evohed over the years —~ Reed and Susan have had chidren
while Ben and johnny have at least tried to settie down But the popularity of the

comic comes from the deep bonds of family, something that wil never grow old
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AVENGERS

THE
MIGHTY
THOR

ok Kty loved ancent myihs and legends and he wanted 1o jate them for the
odern era A version of Thor had been seen in Marvel comics before, appeanng in
v a 195 ) Ut the poddes ( i e, but th g d figure
35 v ars 2 rom the thwae goa v Kt 14 e arnd Larny Lebher Y
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THE
INVINCIBLE
IRON MAN

WaTcs His AWESOME
APPROACH! LISTEN
10 RIS PONDEROUS
FOOTSTEPS AS NE
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would only appear when she st b el 1

Wasg Stan cbhwviously felt that Ant-Ma oeoed sOMme romant tension, because the
two characters did not become lovers for years
W A p | P was opular sddtion 10 the tithe, but Stan Lee continued to tinker with
4 ) » Aabiity 1O grow In SEe and renaming m Ganmt-Man. lanet
n on many fans’ hearts, and her costume revamps became
by 1962 ot o find has had more costumes than amyone else in the Marve
v 10 Astor i Tols Liniy o and later became a ,7.:'1'&1.‘,.\1‘ 1O Othr e 0~
anazememt at the retum of Though they never gained their own tatle, Ant-Man and the Wasp shared Tok
sicst Dr Hank Pym had Astorssh with 2 revived and mcreasngly popular Hulk Most importantly Hank and
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10 normal see and vowed 1o of the texr
and sut that aliowed him to
mmediately, criminals got in the way, and trenchco ussians invaded Pym's lab KEY TO PLATE
DOKING fOr ar tradatbon formula. Hank was locked in his b, but managed to
I Yalen to Astonhh 25 Kby 40 prodhuce sorme {: Taler to Astonkh 844
o tr . wures e J o \r o)
ik Fy gead Pe howed
. Svaicts with arts and
d Dy
Tales to Airannh 378
v ekl wav Aot My dovas




CAPTAIN
AMERICA

! | $D he 3
30 aready ) a3 f ] (3 O L) WY
r Famtastc Fo ¥ . 1 Time Con | g
spangied ma {.5%n had a d d read J
n " u - 4 1963, 23 v
et a c ming wn A 2 W ~ealed t ne
™ flowed irc fa ted 1the -t m
& revd ) ' "na t
v iWar ll and had been NN 3 k eVer since i
N H out of s and t € 1S fundar
' i 1 ) Al 1 ha
Read d h with the modem-day C 1 r 1y £
1 rid a ritur |a
2 B ot he 1as 4 ]
x R 4 ors ! the enrer n o
- f o I i1 | r r 3 -
L I a P L M ') 2 ]
cire o Y it the
Af 1 J d while the ¢« 1
Lrervco and the F ) as always had a o« [Tl |}
yone e Presdes d R down, Py t o
hat e { wh ~ 1 rIwWng ko aota
¥ ] mag I wt ] ( ar
hea n s 3 X . C
KEY TO PLATE
I Tales of Swipere L Captain Amenca gl 17 J Coptoin Amence #1927
Novermbey | 044 estemiber 1049 rvary | 974
U pre— » NiD Cagr wan poresd by o b Kty prosbace
~ el
e oivibrhad v bird Rexdwirng { b tareer while workiry

THE ONE WITH THE
ACETYLENE TORCH...
IF I CAN JUST TIME
THIS RIGHT - ..
AH---T DID
17!




AVENGERS
ASSEMBLE!
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