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SMALL WORLDS

Have you ever lain down in long grass and walched bugs
scultling around” Or looked into the branches of a Iree and
wondered how many crealtures live there?

Nature is full of small worlds. Every environment contains
different plants and animals which work together in
wonderful ways to survive. But lean in a little closer -
turn over the leaves on a forest flcor: venture into a cave;
or peer into the crown of a Brazil nut tree ~ and you will
find diverse and complex habitats which are,
literally, crawling with life.

In this book you will find eight, very different, small worlds.
You will look behind rocks and through meadow grass.
you will see what is under the earth and you will peer

into the hollow trunks of trees.

What will you discover?
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Look out for:

Predators Herbivores
These creatures prey on These are amimals that
other animals for food oNAR only eat plants
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- Decomposers
A Iving thing such as a plant, fungus
ot bug that breaks down other living ‘
' creatures that have died

Animal homes
Animals find many ways to
shelter from predators and

Relationships
Sometimes different ife forms
Behave in ways that help each
other. These are called ‘yymbiotic
relationshups
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raise their babies




"LEAF LITTER A
. The leaf litter on a forest floor is a busy small world.

\ In this North American forest, the many animals hide from
| « predators and find food amongst fallen leaves.

Leaves collect under wood
A trees - especially in sutumn

. \ create 2 home for many bugs. What
\ N e ) has this American robia fcund!

M"S\?" A
' ““
" 4 o " N S ~
o - \ﬁ_w'\““{“. v
y T Vo LA e

f = < 3 y ) v /I leal later, whese these is plenty
. g Litthe bieds, like this chickadee, \ oo 3 A grey squirrel is nibbling / of water and rotting plants.
- cat berres and bugs. 2 pine cone 1o release the
_ small seeds
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Leal Bater isa’t just made . -
wp of dead leaves. It also <
contains soi, stones, tree
roots and sticks. These hold
plenty of air and water,
making It 2 good home.

The foul-smeling skunk \
cabbage thiives in damp places Toads and frogs keep their skin
Some creatures think |8 damp by hadking in decomposing >
wmells good! - S leaves. Canm you find onel &
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ALPINE MEADOW

The sun is shining on a high mountain meadow in the Swiss Alps
in southern Europe. Even a small area of the meadow is full of life.
Flowers and fungi grow, bees buzz and crickets sing.
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As the sun sets over a rainforest on the island of I
V.

Borneo in Southeast Asia, a colony of Malaysian giant _ ‘..:
A\

ants gets busy. The ants’ nest and environment make :

: : - L " These ants ase from i

a fascinating small world. The forest is hot and lush FEEN ancthergolony of [ w5 ey

5 : g ) / gant args. Thephave [0 ¢ ....
with plants growing everywhere. L : cometo fight their
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An alate
(winged ant) is ready
1o feave the nest

Arks live in groups called
colonies. and they share the work
of building the mest. findieg fo0d and
caring lor their young, This nest is
mostly usdenground and has been built
wnder the thick reets of 3 tall minforest
tree. Mt may contan up to 7.000 ants

As leaves &e and rot, the nutrients
they contain pass into the soil
below. This heips new plants to

prow, which peovide food for ants



The b ing heat of the day makes life dilficult
crcea-nd can bring san dtums Only ‘

hn dy plants l b: date palms ve when
temperatures soar 1o arou 4 Cehnus
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DES E RT OAS IS
The Sahara Desert is one of the hottest, driest places on Earth
and few animals can live there. Many of them may be found

near an oasis, a place in the desert where there is water.
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7 755 Desent shrubs ke
this saxaul tree

A chukar partridge

has found 2 white

broom plant. Lating

! plants is 3 good way to
get water when there is

Wih so few plants
to eat, many of the S
an malsthn!vthet { \ )
are predators such a ‘

Darkling beetles scuttle across the
sand on tpocwlhcydo n't bur
th F«t Lumps and bu rrpson
n collect dew-water that
beetles can drink!
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the Sahara f rog Adult dugonﬂ es emer g

from the earth after the r.
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Deep inside this cave in the Great Basin National Par PUSH SRS SN s

k. I/ '6.“ N a good home 1o
Nevada, USA, some animals spend their whole lives Voo g
in the dark. Others visit the cave to rest, nest or to { :
: : |
find safety. Caves are some of the world's most @

unusual habitats.

springtalls ‘ B These caves are the only place

in the world where the model
cave harvestman lives. It is a -
member of the spider familly,

pseudoscorpion Animals like prewdoscorpions Stalactites are rocks that
. and springtails that spend thei hang in amazing shapes
-l 77X whole lives in dark caves from the cave rood.

\ troglobites. Many tio
:

S pa'e and blind pre ‘ \IVA

Camyon wrens have slender
beaks that ace perfect for
picking up insects,

Most pseadoscorpions kave
four eyes, but the ones that
Iive in caves often have mo

eyes atall.

Water that drips ento A i chipmunk is carrying
. the cave floor forms . ’ pine seeds and berries from

Pack rats make their ‘ rocky spikes called the forest nearby in its cheeks

nests in the dry. warm stalagmites Where does it store its food!

leal Itter on the ! Millipedes that live in caves e i

cave floor. ® e pale. long and slender - Y v : During windy weather.

: ¥ many beaves can blow
=l\*

into the cave

#  Guano (bird and bat poo) can
collect in deep poles the oot
of 3 cave. It is
source of Jood lor

cave creatuses and fungi
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BRAZIL NUT TREE

In the dappled shadows of the vast Amazon rainforest of South
America, one tree stands taller than the rest. Brazil nut trees can
grow 50 metres tall, stretching up above the forest so their leaves
can reach the sunlight. The crown (leafy part) of a single tree
can be busy and bustling with life - like a rainforest city.

In January and February the
Brazil nut tree's large, woody
fruits ripen and fall to the
ground with 2 heavy thud
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Only one animal ~ the
agouti, which lives on
the forest floor - can
crack open the fruit




Feitillary butterilies seek
out flowers growing on
the cliffs and l.um‘n
nectar, Bieds such as cliff
swallows hunt them.

o

' The

peregrine
falcon s one

fEMaINs OF arima

of the fastest
birds of prey

bldulpny and hunt other animals.

They have superb eyesight, strong beaks
and sharp claws called talons

Is that

have died




