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 was FHalloween night in
j(,u((cween Town.

Ghouls, goblins, werewolves and witches gathered in the town
squase to wail for the return of their leader, Jack Skellington — the
pumpkin king.

Fresh from his might of faght, Jack Skellington rode into town,
his fearsome pumpkin costume ablaze. The admiring crowd of

monsters cheered, as Jack leapt trom his wooden horse and doused

the Hames 10 a fountain.
“Great Halloween. evervbody” said the two-faced Mavor.
*I believe it was our most horrible \('?," added l.l('j-\ Skt‘:]i:Xx:T(lll

“Thanks to yvou, Jack!” replied the Mavor.
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Everyone in Halloween
Town thought Jack
Skellington was a
wonderful Pumpkin King
and they couldn’t wait to
tell him how much they

adored him.

“You're such a scream,

Jack!” one vampire

cheered.

“You're a witch'’s fondest

dream!” cried a witch.

From the vdgc ol the
crowd, a ragdoll named
Sally watched Jack, her

heart filled with longing.

Suddenly, an evil scientist, grabbed hold of Sally’s arm.

“T'he deadly nightshade you slipped me wore off, Sally,” the scientist

sasd.

The scientist was Sally’s creator, Dr. Finkelstein, who had created

Sally in his laboratory. In return, he expected Sally to be his

companion, forever.
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“Let go!” Sally cred.

*“You're coming with me!” Dr. Finkelstein said, teying to pull Sally

awav.

Thinking quickly, Sally picked the threads that attached her ragdoll

arm, causing her arm to detach. She fled to the graveyard, leaving
2 g g

her arm to knock Dr. Finkelstein on the head.
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“Nice work. Bone l).idxl:\,“ 1 musician called after him.
“Yeah, | £uess so fust like last ye ir)” »l;n'l; 1 :,']:u:.

Jack walked forloraly to the graveyvard, where he summoned Zero
— trom his tomb. Zero was Jack’™ ghost di o who had a glowing orange

pumpkin nose.

\s lack walked. he boasted to Zero of his fame Iln'..\'xj,'lun'.ll the

world as the king of fear. But, Jack was bored ol making people

scream all the time. He wanted more than being the pumpkin king

In the square, the crowd tried to et closer to their .l;‘.ll’." S¢ ¥O1, ,H'l\
found himself surrounded
“Ooh, Jack

VOl Hl.<l’-\( '\\nl.n;]\ 0OZC H.;l ',l('\Il CIK I‘.l.,t”. COOL l:. a

Y

swamp mornsler.

l"nn none of the praise nnl 2O d chees nx‘-.lh'xui .",[ ICK l.'.".k' .\,ll..‘.'_

he wanted to escape, 0o,

While the M YO made an announcem nl,‘l..rL took the opportunity

Lo \“P away.
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Jack felt something was missing from s life. He didn’t think anyone

in Halloween Town could possibly understand.
But someone did understand.
Sally had heard everything from behind a gravestone. She knew

exactly how Jack felt. But Sally was too timid to reveal hegsel,| so she

watched as he walked into the forest with Zero.

- - e- -

“Sally!” Dr. Finkelstein called, when he heard her return to his castle.

“You've come back.”

e
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“I had to,” Sally said.

“For this?” He said, holding up Sally’s arm. He led her to his

laboratory where he reattached her arm.
Sally told Dr. Finkelstein that she was feeling restless.

“It’s a phase, my dear. IU'll pass,” Dr. Finkelstein said. “We need to

be patient, that’s all.”

But Sally didn’t want to be patient.
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Early the next moraing, the Mayor arrived at Jack’s house to discuss
plans for next Halloween. The Mayor climbed up the steps and rang
the bell, but there was no answer. The Mayor pounded on the door,

but there was still no answer

“Jack! Answer me!” the Mayor cried. But Jack could not answer

because he was not home. In fact, Jack hada’t been home all night.

@3 The Nightmare Before Christmas 5

At the very edge of Halloween Town, the pumpkin sun blazed
above the skeletal trees of the forest. “Wherse are we?” Jack yawned,

tired alter a long might of wandenng

Jack had found himsell 1n a place unlike any he had been to belore.

“What 1s this?” Jack wondered, as he stepped mto a cleaning. All
around him, stood trees with strange }\i('(lll('ts carved into theu

trunks.
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One was carved with a pretty egg, one with a plump tuckey and
another a bold red heart, but one carving stood out 1o Jack more

than any other, that of a brughtly decorated, green tree,

As Jack looked closer, he saw that the carvings were in fact doors

with shining doorknobs.

Cunious, Jack took hold of the dootknob on the tree door, turned 1t

and pulled. The door opened. Jack leaned inside to see where it led.

\‘gg’ The Nightmare Before Christmas 2

f
. » f, - ey
‘ ’ » l\_.
.'_-__',/-11‘] 1’- A
. : ~ — '~ !l s~ -

a——
¢TIy, ™
T
= T ™
— e e T :g-::’-'—.— ZERO

But all he could see was darkness. Jack stepped back, disappomnted,
but as he did so, a flurry of snowflakes swirled out from the tree and
pulled him inside. The door slammed shut behind him, leaviag Zeco

i the forest alone.

Down Jack tumbled, as spiralling snowflakes eddied around him.
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Jack landed with a thump. A bright flash blinded him for a moment.
As his sight returned, Jack found himself sitting on top of a snow
covered hill, overlooking the most cheerful looking town he had ever

seen.
Jack ilmlpc'd up and slid down the hill towards the town.

When he araved, Jack wondered if he was dreaming. All around
him people were laughing and singing. It was nothing like dark and

gloomy Halloween Town. Everything was bnght and colourtul.

There were no monsters, no witches and nobody was scared

- ~)l) --
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Jack wanted to know more about this mystenious place. But where

was he?
Not looking where he was going, Jack crashed into a signpost.
“Chuastmas Town?"” Jack read.

- - - .-

Back 1n Halloween Town the search was on for the missing pumpkin

King




.-‘.' A\ . . P >
&2 Animated Classics 5A)

Y
.*.4"

“We've got to find Jack,” the Mayor declared. “Is there anywhere

we've forgotten to check?”
But there wasn’t.
“It’s ume to sound the alarms!” caed the Mavor.

High 1n Dr. Finkelstein’s castle, Sally heacd the alarm. Longing for
her share ol the excitement, she shipped deadly nightshade into hes
master’s soup.

“Lanch!” S:l]]) announced as she entered Dr. Finkelstein's lab. But

something about the smell of the soup made the scientist suspicious.

(@2 The Nightmare Before Christmas 5

“w

Until you taste 1t, I won’t swallow a spoonful,” he sasd.

Sally reached for the spoon, but knocked it to the ground. When she
l(';l(’]]('(l down to l):('k it up, she pl:nul a4 Spoorn ‘h“('(i with 1\()]('\ from
her sock.

Sally took a big fake spoonful of soup.

“See? Scrumptious,” she said, pl:u'inu the bowl in front of hum. Sally

watched with delight as De Finkelstemn gnlpm‘i it down,
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In the town squarc, the Mavor was out ol 1de as,

when "”lil’:'.'i.‘l". there was the ~f>ll'.l-,’A Ol l‘:lll‘.!i'.'_'.
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Zero flew mnto Halloween Town, with Jack

\
vi\\ \13"}.

i : Wip t] Y 4 I‘n x‘-i 1'.'.“'.‘._‘,_( 1 S ;'.,1,“1.;'1;1;-,

\.i;l'.-:ll_ as a k‘l'l‘.\li ",'_lll!( it l il'llllui ' ICK

“Call a town n .w!m;t ind I'll tell evervone

) all about 11" r¢ }’ll_-; d Jacl
T

were was 1o tume to waste. The Mavos
: . ST > : v
ummediately drove I!nl-::'_:_lx the town to tell

evervone about the mectung

1 hus l‘a|'~-»l II"IZ:\\ l'): | :n':u'lﬂ'.u i:l ‘-:x'|‘7 wmm]t-.

\ll...-. snuck out to join the Il:":'lill..:

“Listen evervone.” Jack said, as he strode onto

! “--I."."t‘ “1 want to tell vou about Christmas Town.”

Il( k told everyone about what he’d seen and showed them the
SOuvenirs ]ll' 'Ill I“".!"l{f?l' l*n ” 1|:."sl 1O 1"-.'.1".1'11 Izn' ‘7‘_'?}'\ l',‘:l
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the sounds and the warmth he telt when he was there.

The town loved 1it. They wanted to tev Christmas for themselves.
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Unsure how to (‘t\'})'..l:ll, |;|-;'..-; told them about the shadowy leader ol
Christmas Town. lack had not met this ruler, but his l{("\('l'.}".'.()il was
vivid and tes niying, He said the 1u-<|1w:v of Chrstmas Town. called

their king, “Sandy Claws.”

The crowd were delighted. But Jack knew they were still nussing

m:;:l‘.('lll:ll_'_.

Later, 1n tront of the fire, I;H‘L. scarched ’.l'xl'.lll.‘.(.!. his books tor a way

to better explain Chrstmas. He wondered if science :ni;:'.";l helo.

They ;{.1\1‘(17. at the ‘.'II'-.';"}ﬂ ]'.:.:IIT\ and the presents and wondered what

horable things they could put inside.

Jack told them that Christmas was nice and not [nghtening. But the

town didn’t undesstand.
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At home, Jack crushed holly bernies under a mi('t'()\'('np(-, sliced open
a teddy bear and boiled an ornament over a Bunsen burner. Jack

made all kinds of observations, but he dida’t know what they meant.

From her dungeon, Sally saw the glowing light from Jack’s

t'x]u'Linu':n.\. She

decided to make him

SOMme ;uo\'isinus. 1 ‘")"' :

Unlocking the
window of her cell,
Sally lowered the
basket of food to
the ground and leapt
alter i, She landed
with a thud, het

l)l)(]‘.' I)l()k(‘ll on l“f'.(‘

pavement. But all was

not lost. S.lll} pi('kul

up her pi('(‘('s and
The next morning, Dr. Finkelstein locked Sally 1 a duu;_:v()n 1o sewed hersell back
make sure she never possoned him again. As he secured the lock, his together.

doorbell rang.
It was Jack.

“Doctor, 1 need to borrow some equipment.” Jack said and
JuLg

l'.\pl:«im'd that he wanted to do some c.\puiuu'ms. The evil scientist

gave Jack everything he needed while Sally listened. ]

- ._)‘\' .- - _-") .-
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Sally took her basket to the ln:mnkiu king’s window. Jack brought it

mside, but when he looked out to thank Sally, she was gone.

Sally hid behind a wall
and pl:”ul the |)<'I;|I,\
from a dead flower. She
wondered if she would
ever have the courage Lo

tell .':l('z‘\' how she felt.

Suddenly, Sally had a
ternfying vision. The
flower she held 1n her
hand trned into a
Christmas tree and then
burst mnto flames. All that
l'(‘tll;'li:‘.<'d was a (‘il:nl'(‘t{

|
StiCK.,

Meanwhile, Jack had not
lett his house 1in (l.l:\\.
The P"“I‘I" ol Halloween

Town worrnied about their

!mml»kin ki:lf,;.

B - re - ) . A
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In his makeshift lab, Jack was no closer to discovering the meaning
of Christmas. He was getting frustrated. Eventually, Jack decided
that it didn’t matter whether or not he understood the :}l;l:.{i(‘ ol

Christmas, as long as he believed in it
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He believed in Christmas

so much that he was sure
I he could mprove it, _[;H'k
knew what he had to

’ do. He threw open the

window and announced,
“This vear, Chastmas will

| 1
DC Ours!

But there was a lot to be
l done and Jack had jobs

for everyone, The whole
| town lined up to receive

their tasks.

Jack asked the vampires
to make dolls and Dz

Finkelstemn to make the

remndeer
“How horrible our Christmas will be!” cheered the Mavor.
“No, how jolly!” said Jack, correcting him.

Jack .I“i;:lu'ti his most unportant task to Halloween Town’s best

trick or freaters, ].tn'k, Shock and Barcrel. _I.l('k wanted ﬂu'm o killn;l]\

S;uu]} Claws.

»
(AN
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Jack made them promuse to tell no one about their mission,

especially their master, Oogie Boogie.

Oogie Boogie was a mean creature so terrble that all of the ghosts,
goblins, witches and werewolves were fughtened of him. His body
was a shapeless sack, bursting at the seams with creepy crawhes and

- - - S "
fus gaping mouth had a shtherng snake for a tongue.
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.\l(‘:m\\'ln](-,'].u'k had a job fos 5:112}'. He

\\';lll!l‘(l ll('l O sCw ]l;.ill lli? Very own

Sandy Claws costume,

Sally told Jack all about her terntyving
vision. “It’s going to be a disaster,” she
warned. But Jack was too excited 1o

listen.

“] have every confidence i vou.”

\.li(‘ .|;I(‘:\.

“But 1t seems wrong to me,
very wrong,” Sally said

as she walked awav.

Jack continued to hand out tasks to the
townspeople when Lock, Shock and

Barrel returned with a mysterious sack.

“Jack! Jack! We got him! We got hiun!™

they cred.

“Pestect! Open it up! Quickly,” Jack said.

5N, v . > >
&2\ The Nightmare Before Christmas
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But when they opened the
‘&;l(".\, there was no S;uld}'
Claws. Instead, out hopped a
pink bunny, carrying a basket

ol ecoes,

. LOCw -
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“Take him back!” Jack commanded. Jack apologised to the startled

bunny and sent them on their way.

- L ~-

As the big day drew closer, the two worlds, Halloween Town and
Christmas Town, worked hard to create their versions of Christmas.
But while the toys built in Chrstmas Town were guaranteed to bring
delight, the citizens of Halloween Town made gifts that would cause
terror. Halloween Town was making Chastmas the only way they

knew how. They were making Christmas scary.

L Fn
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On Christmas Eve, everything was almost ready. Ghosts and

mummies rushed to the town squate with their ghoulish gifts to put
i Jack’s sleigh. But Jack’s sleigh was not jolly and red like the one in
Christmas Town, Jack’s sleigh was black and built from a cotfin and

was to be pulled by reindeer skeletons.

g
_ ,’ et




Christmas Town was almost ready, too. Santa was checking his nice

“Now, who could that be?” wondered Santa as he got up trom his

“Trick or teeat!” ented Lock, Shock and Baseel on Santa™ «
llu treacherous trick or treatess bundled Santa into a -~.:<'1-., thre

um in their walking bathtub and raced back to Halloween Tows

\f:'..llkk}n?-;', Sally ]‘I17 the f]':"~i|:||:: 1O 11:"- o1 l ck’s Sandy Claws

“Isn’t that wondertul?”

cried Jack.

“Tack, I know vou think
something’s mussing, but

Sally ‘.’ll'-_";li'.

J
v

“You're right. Something

12

1S missing. but whats said

|.n K, studvyinge his reflection.

lllt 11 \1;:' i:v.eui a CL\
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l.ock. Shock and Barrel stacted to Ei.an'l. Santa up again.

Chrostmas Town, They celeased Sandy Claws from

“Of course! That’s what I'm oussing.” Jack said, as he whisked
Santa’s hat from }l',\ In'.n] 'l hen he sent him on his way
“Let me out!” demanded

Santa Claus. *“This 1s worse than I thought. Much worse

‘ s z;\] .\.l'.l}. wWalc Il;ll:_: as
Lock, Shock and Barrel carried Sandy Claws away. Then she got an
AN ilu vou have hands. idea.

You don’t have claws

at all' exclaimed Jack

shaking Sandy Claws’
II.I'.‘u] Santa was very

confused.

“You don’t need to have
inother worey about
Christmas this year
Consider this a vacation
5»‘1““. a reward. It'’s VO

4

turn to take 1t easy,” l.n K

)

\".\]‘l;iifl{‘-.].

“But there must be some

mistake!”” said Santa.




<.

\'_“{?f; The Nightmare Before Christmas ‘-‘\‘:A;,

At thetr trechouse, Lock, Shock and Barrel tried to gel Sandy Claws

into the chute ](':l(liug 1o ()()giv B()()git"s.

“I think he might be too big!” Shock —

Lo

said. e
L4
“No he's not. It he can go down a |
chimney he can fit down here!” Lock /™

said thumping him with a plunger.

With a mughty shove, the trick or
treaters squashed Sandy Claws into the

l)il)t‘.

In ()t)giv's lair, the monster teased
S:md)‘ Claws as he ]:l_\' on his roulette
wheel. With no way to escape, Sandy
begged Oogie to think of the children
who were relying on him to deliver their
gifts for Chrstmas morning, but Oogie

refused to let him go.

Above, in the town square, pvopl('
couldn’t wait for Chastmas to begin.

Everyone that is, except Sally.

While nobody was looking Sally crept
towards the fountain and emptied a I |

bottle labelled ‘Fog Juice” into the water, /51

releasing a cloud of mist.
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Sally slipped back into Zero rushed to Jack’s side. Jack taed to shoo him away, but then he
the crowd, as Jack noticed a light shining through the fog.

emerged from his cotfin

sleigh. “My, what a brilliant nose you have,” Jack said, looking at Zero’s

glowing snout. “The better to light my way.” Jack sent Zero to the

“Think of us as you soar head of his skeleton remndeer and, betore S:l“_\' could stop him,
triumphantly through the soared mto the sky.

sky,” began the Mayor,
wishing Jack farewell. “Oh, how I hope my premonition 1s wrong,” sighed Sally as she
But the Mayor could not watched Jack leave.

finish his speech. A fog

had descended on the
town, a fog so thick he
could not even read the

; page i his hand.

“Oh no! We can’t take

off in this,” said Jack in

despair.

£ )
o Sﬁ} @
I'he crowd gu):mcd. «y l. fe
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Sally felt sure something very bad was going to happen to Jack, and

that she and Jack would never find a way to be together.

High above the rooftops in the normal world, Jack flew into the
might. He brought his sleigh down with a loud thump to deliver lus

first present.

“Santa!” cried a boy, woken {rom his sleep. The boy ran to see Santa,

only to find Jack.

“And what did Santa bring you

honey,” the boy’s mother asked, atter

His p:n'vnls shrieked in lergor, as the
boy reached nto the box and pulled

out a shrunken head.

Jack flew, from house to house
leaving ghastly gifts and screams

i his wake.

Calls flooded the police station and
news ol the Santa imposter spread. The
authorities advised people to lock theur

doors to keep Jack out.

'

.

A
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~
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From the surface of an enchanted cauldron, the citizens of

Halloween Town watched as Jack skipped from chumney to

chimney, leaving fear instead of laughter 1n his wake.

Then, they heard an announcement [rom a news reposter.
“Reports age pouring in from all over the globe that an imposter 1s
shamelessly impersonating Santa Claus, mocking and mangling this

joyous holiday.”

Jack’s friends cheered. But one of Jack’s friends was not cheering.

-
\

x‘é? ! The Nightmare Before Christmas '.’-‘.«‘:A;,"/

Sally listened in horror as the news reporter continued. “Police
assure us that, at this moment, military units are mobilising 1o stop

the perpetrator of this heinous cume.”

“Jack. Someone has to help Jack,” said Sally. “Where'd they take that

Sandy Claws?”

Jack flew on, as military searchlights swept the sky. The searchlights

were followed by the bright flashes and loud booms of exploding

mussiles.

“They’re celebrating! They're thanking us for doing such a good
job,” Jack cried, swerving to avoid a mussile. “Whoa! Caretul down

there. You almost hit us,” Jack called.
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Beneath Halloween Town, Sandy Claws hung from a hook in Oogie
Boogie’s lair, while the monster 1)1.1\'(1? a cruel dice game with his

tate
( )()gi(‘ was about to roll the dice when he heard a nosse behind him.

“My, my! What have we here?” Oogie ogled, when he saw a shapely

leg poking 1nto his lais.

As Ooete was distracted. a pair of hands shid down the rope to untie
{4 I i

Sandy.

[t was Sally. “T'll get you out of here,” she \\'hispuul.

Oogie tickled the foot, but the leg came away in his hand. Oogie

turned to see Sandy Claws escaping with Sally.

Consumed with rage, Oogie took a breath so deep it sucked Sandy

and Sally from their ladder.
- L “.
lli:.{ll above the normal \\'()1](1, l;u‘k swerved to avord the mussiles.

“They’re trying to hit us! Zero!” Jack warned, betore a direct hut

H(‘\\' il:\ \]('ti O }\i('(‘('\
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In Halloween Town, Jack decided to go back to doing what he did best, being the
Jack’s friends watched as pumpkin king, but first he threw open the doors to a grave and
_l;u'k tell from the sky. \'!('l)l)ni mside, t'mt'l‘:_{in_gg into Halloween Town, _l;u'k was determned

to find Sandy Claws and save Chnstmas.
“Terrible news, tolks!
The worst tragedy ol
our tumes,” declared
the Mayor as he drove
throughout the town.

“lack has been blown to

smithereens!”

In the normal world, the
police announced theis
own terable news, that

there was no sign of the

real Santa Claus. and

Christmas would have to

be cancelled.

- e . .-

Jack awoke, surrounded by the burned remains of his slesgh, e X
- o ———— L ey

wonderig how he could have been so wrong. He'd wanted to do s A LA e =

something wondertul. But he had tried to be something he wasn'.
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News of Jack’s demise deifted down to ( )(J"J‘;.L'.\ lair, where the

monster had ted Sandy and Sally above a l\il of hot lava.

\\. it’s ??:;il VOUlL Were saving about ..lk'k, IZI.'_’:l:.()l:;’.‘ ( )ugv‘u‘ l(',|\('xi,
rolling the dice. Ooge hoped tor a hugh number whach, according to

his rules, would send Sally and Sandy into the flames.

: : i Sk : o
But the game was rigged. Oogie slammed his fist on the table until

. ' ' .
the dice showed the numbes lu' 'c-.':m!m].

“Looks like I won the jackpot!” Oogie laughed. “Bye-bye doll tace
and sandman.” He pllI:('(] 1 lever to send Sandy and Sally into the lv‘ﬂ.
but he didn't hear screamung. € N);j(' looked to see what went wWronge.,

but thev were gorne.,

“Hello Ooge,” Jack said, sitting in thetr place.
"I,I('l*\f BIH lil(‘\' \:I:-.i VOu were ti('.lt;.," i J.‘."K' (‘ti:-_'_l'(i away

Qoge \qunl.\ni on a button that sent l)].a‘.m-_; cards, wielding swords

o1l l.u K

lack esc .ilu'd their slashing blades.
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When Oogie saw that his attempts to thwart Jack weren’t working,

he hit yet another button, releasing a spinning saw from the roof.

“Jack, look out!” Sally cried as the blade swung toward Jack.

Jack leapt out of the way and landed face to tace with Oogie.

Jut the monster had one more trick up his sleeve. “So lnn_fc,. _|:I(’1\T"

Oogie cackled, as he leaped onto a ln-minlu:n which lifted him away,

leaving Jack alone on the wheel.

But Qogie’s plan was about to unravel, and so was he.

- ‘; .-
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grasping a loose thread hanging from Qogie. As Oogie rose mto
?.‘:c' AL, I.Il':-\ '.”l”i'\i o1l ‘.f‘l' Tlllu'll:. ”l lll'.)fl\'i"..\ SCams ll'.n.l\r”n{_

H'll',l\'.lli{ the iill",'_"- mnside

“Now look what vou've done!” Qogie cried. now a wrthing mass of

creepy (’1.&\\1‘i("~. He \fll‘l\u:._ as lxi\ ;.11*-('1"\ «‘11:111]\'41‘. illh' I}u ey '.\i!,

.

With O« Hre l;.(':('.lh'n‘., lack returned Sandv’s hat
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“Forgive me, Mr. Claws. 'm alraid 've made a tecaible mess ol yous

?n )]h:..l".' 3

Sandy told Jack that the next ume

'

he should listen to .\.:I:".

“] ':w[n there's stdl tume..” Jack said.

W l“h';l 1O | oves

A }l"IL(].lf,_

“To fix Christmas? Of course there s, 'm Santa Claus!” Sandy

Claws 1 'l”“'“* i luzx:( 1S nose and fiving into the sky

“He'll hix thuines, Jack. He knows what to do.

watched Sandy fly up the chute.

' Sally said as

!}ll".
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“How did you get down here, Sally?” Jack asked, looking at Sally as

tf he was seeing her for the very first time.

“Oh, T was trying to... Well, I wanted to... To...” Sally stuttered,

unable to meet his gaze.
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“To help me?” Jack said, placing a hand on her shoulder. “Sally, 1
can’t believe I never realised that you...” But he dida’t get to finish.

“Jack! Jack!” cried the Mayor, throwing down a rope. “Grab a hold,

my bov!”

Jack grasped Sally’s hand, as the Mayor and Lock, Shock and Barrgel,

pulled them to safety.

In the normal world, Santa sped through the skies, stopping at
every house to replace Jack’s gruesome gifts with presents made in

Christmas Town.

“Good news, folks. Santa Claus, the one and only, has finally been

spotted,” a newscaster announced.
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In Halloween Town, people rejoiced to see the return of thets

pumpkin king. And Jack was happy too.
“It’s great 1o be home!” l;u'k ;\un'i:l:n‘;('ci,

S [J','}'l Halloween!” Santa cried from his \1(‘;.‘;1011 11 the -:-x}. as he

delivered a \pu'i.il gilt to evervone in Halloween Town.
“Merry Chastmas!™ Jack called back as snowflakes filled the air.
Christmas had come to Halloween Town for the very first time

Jack was happy that lus friends finally understood the joy he had felt
i Christmas Town. But Jack didn't join the tun. He sull telt there
was something mussing, but this time Jack knew exactly what, or

rather who, 1t was.

|.l<'f~; searched the crowd tor Sally and watched as she \1:1!;\('«{ away to

walk alone.

He followed her to the snow-covered gravevard and asked to join
her on top ol the hill. Together at IZ“\’\‘_I-(('L took 5:4'.1}'\ cagdoll

hands in his as they kissed by the light of the moon.

(,,h, e - (,,‘ e
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The Ant of Tim Budons

Following the completion of the short film 1t in 1982, Tin Burton, who
was employed at Walt Disney Feature Amumation, wrote a three page poem
titled The Nightmare Befare Christras. Wotking with production designer Rick
Heinnchs, Burton created concept art, stogyboards and chagctes models for
the poem, which he shared with Disney animator Henry Selick. Burton left
the studios in 1984, but often thought about the project. In 1990, Buston and
Selick teamed up to create Skellington Productions and produce the story as
a full length stop motion film, with Selick directing, Joe Ranft was brought
on as storyboard supervisor with Fric Leighton supervising the animation.
Burton and Selick wanted the production design to resemble a pop-up book,
with inspreation being deawn from sources induding German Expressionism
and D Seuss. Production began 1 1991, with 20 sound stages used for
filming; A total of 109,440 trames were taken for the film, using 227 puppets.
Jack Skellington had around 400 heads, allowing the puppet to express every
possible emotion. Since its initial release, Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before
Christmas has gone on to receve catical acclam, with audiences prassing

the creatmity of its visual storytelling and mnnovative use of stop-motion
ammation. Throughout this book you can see the concept art, story sketches
and puppets from the following Skellington Productions artists.

- 64 .-

@ The Nightmare Before Christmas @

Tim Burton

Best known for disecting gothue and dark fantasy fllkns, Amencan filsn duector, producer, aniemator, writes
and mtst Ten Buston began hes film career at the Wakt Disney Ammation Studos. Buston begru making
flms at a young age and went oo to study dharacter ammation at the Californm Instituge of the Arts
(CalAsts). His stixdent fikn Stalk of the Colery Mander casned lum a place as an apprentice at Disney.

Buston's eady career at Disney mnchoded anamation work on fikms mchcing The Fox and the Flosond and The
Black Casddron. 1n 1982, Burton created a stop- motion ammation for the studbor a black and white shoat
tnbute to Vincent Prxce, ttled |memt [t was m the same yeas that Buttoa penned a poem wiich be called
The Nghtmare Before Christmas. The poem was on its way to become a 30 munute TV speaiad oz 2 shoat fifm,
but development halted, and Buston keft Dasney m 1984, Oves the years Buston thought about the peoject
and, in 1990, retusned to prodixce the poem as a full-length stop-motion musical Alm m pastnershap with
dizectos Henay Selick.

Following, the suocess of The Niphtmeare Baber Chrtanay, Buston has gone on to collabosate with Disaey on
several progects, ischuding the 1996 stop moton e ead the Gaant Peach, wluch featuges a cameo from Jack
Skellngton, the 2010 ke oy Woadmland, the 2016 sequel ke Thvouph the Lookag Gilass, snd a 2019 Ine
action remake of Dsney’s Dionle.

Coneapt vt o poges 2.3, 19, 29, 31,45, 46, 59, 60, 63, 69 and 70.71.

Cancrpet art kel 1o be by Ty Burton on puages 11, 13, 17, 18, 25, 38, 39, 41,44, 49, 55 and 56.

Kendal Cronbhite

Kendal Cronkhate began hex Glm carees working on The Nighomarr Before Christmnar as assistant ast dhsectoe
In 1996, she worked with fellow art director Bl Boes on Jawes and fhe Giat Paach, takang on the sole of art
decton. In 1998, Cronkhate moved to the newly founded DreamWodks Ansmaton Stidios to art diect
the mose Aaty She has ance wotked a8 a production designer on other DreamWodks films, wchoding the
Madpauar senies and, most recently, Trodlr and Tredly Workd Tour.

Conpt art o paye 8, 16, 30, 36, 61, 67.

ozt crt Sledy to be by Kencal Crombilute on poge 44.

Miguet Domingo
Mygeed Domungo, also known as Michael Cachels, studbed at CalArts undes both Joe Ranft for story and
Chus Buck for amumanon. Domingo contubused to the 20 Century Fox film Ferw Grlly, released in 1992,
5 & storyboagd astsst before working with the Skellington Prodictions on The Niphtmaorr Befare Christmar
Domingo has since wosked as a storybosud agtist on Disney'’s Jawe: and fiv Giaws Paach and Prxac’s The
Irscreciilles aswd Raatatousile
Sty dhotch ow ey 14,

- 6.5 .-
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oo Ranft

Joe Ranft began stixiying in the chacacter ansration progeam at CalArts m 1978 His stadent film Gead
Hiwmowr was notced by Disney executives, and he was offered & job at the stixdio. Ranft began his Disney
cazeer woeking on television progects, but has by break came when he moved 1o the Featuge Amamation
department, working under Enc Lagson. Ranft wodked as a stocy artist, stoayboard artst and storyboard
supexvisor on many Dasney and Pixar films, and even lent fus vosce to duuactess m The Brave Ltk Teastr,
1oy Story and Cars. Fot The Naghtmare Before Christmeas, Randt took on the 1ole of storyboard supesvisor, Randt
tragcally passed away m 2005, and lus last film Cars was dechcated to has menxoy:

Story shetches on pages 22 and 27.

Sttory shetches Shely to be by Joe Rarg? on prages 20 and 21,

Jerngen Klubien

Jorgen Klubnen s an ansmation actest, witer and snger. Khibsen has worked as a chacacter animatos and
stoayboard artist on a munber of Disney Al snchadng, Olver €& Campany, The Latte Mermxaidl, The Rescvers
Doawn Under, -t Bagh 1 5% and Frakermuvenie. Foz The Ngphtmare Before Chvistwes, Klube 15 credited with
acdditional character desgn and also assisted with stocsyboards for the film. Klubien 15 also the kead singer of
the Damush band Danseoakestret

Story chetches Skely to b by Jerpen Kllsen on pages 20 and 21.

Deane <7@(0&

Deane Taylos s & livout artest, wotes, art dsectos, p(rxi iction supervisor and director who has wocked
at Haanna-Barbera, Disney and MGM Animation. Foe The Nightsare Boforr Clnctmas, Tavlor sexved as ant
diector, and he also appeased in the documentasy short The Making o Tew Bartow The Naghtware Before
Chvintamas

Conegé art o popes 30,42 and 67,

Ketty Asbury

Amencan film directon, screenwiter, stocy supervisor, vosce actor, anamator, chilldren's book aathor and

dhustratoe, arxd non-Honon suthos, Kelly Asbury has wotked on many ansnated filns in many different soles
Asbury gradhated from CalAsts, where he stuchod asurmation and flmmaking, He jomed Disoey 1o work on
The Black Cavddron as an my between artist, and went on to work oa filims mcluding The itk Meomaxd, Basaty
and the Beast, Conarmes andd Judet aixd Frogen. Asbuary woeked as assistant ant diectos on 7o Nightmare Beforr
Chnistas. Saclly, Asbuzy passed away in 2020 at the age of 60

Conxpt art on poyes 33,42 and 6.7,

Bt Boes
Californm native Bill Boes is a producton designer, ant divector, mode] maker and speaal effects crearos.
Boes Tas worked across TV, Ive action, anumation and stop- motion anitmaton. Foe The Npbtmre Before
Chrustamzs, Boes took on the tole of assstant azt dizector and also wodked as a model ouder. Boes also
contnbuted to Deneys 1996 stop-moton film fames and the Guan! Prach
Cloncrt¥ avt on poye 51.
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Concept art: d

Production animation puppet: o«
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