








This book is dedicated to Santa's female reindeer

and history's other hidden women.
- Raj Kaur Khaira

'
e
L 535y " o
- oy -
» Al
WA ¥ ,
o
| L fharas
fa W A

Raj Kaur Khaira

Kasia Nowowiejska



MR 4 4 A AE7]

On a cold winter’s day at the very north of the

AT

North Pole, Mr Claus was feeling very happy with
himself. There was one sleep left until Christmas Eve,

and he'd finished all his work.
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PESEBER Y The presents were wrapped. His suit had been ironed.

A e 1 The elves had prepared the rockets and the sleigh.
. And Mr Claus even set a new record for eating mince pies!
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With the hard work done,
Mr Claus decided to relax...

.. until a message arrived.

As he read the
letter, his heart

began to race.
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"Everyone in the grotto,

NOW!” called Mr Claus.

There was no time

to waste.



"We've been

: working ALL
y .aj# L year!”
" in the thrusters.” Mr Claus looked around at his trusted team.
.7’\
» / "I thought the

tinsel would make the sleigh
look Christmassy!”

“Think of all the

wasted mince pies!”

"We can’t deliver the presents without the rockets.
I‘'m sorry, but we'll have to cancel Christmas.”
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The elves cried in despair
and Mr Claus shook his head.
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But Mrs Claus had an idea.

"There are many creatures that live
nearby, " she said with a twinkle in
her eye. "We should ask them to help us

d(hvu tlu gnfts Let's spre cad the word!”
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The news of the Christmas crisis spread quickly around
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the North Pole, carried on the icy winds,
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Soon, all the animals lined up to show off

their talents and see if they could help.
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- A pack of polar bears impressed , | ket ] ... until they fell asleep! b by '?““.‘I‘M‘H
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"You'd be perfect for
carrying heavy gifts!”
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“Perhaps you should
go back to bed.”
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"The performance was

unbearable!”
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A pod of narwhals showed off their speed with a race around the bay.
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“You could deliver

W
the gifts very quickly!

g’

=
“ ,;
But we don’t have
"I just don't

see the point!”

waterproof wrapping!”

The judges were treated to an aerial display by a flock of kittiwakes.
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Next, a troop of arctic foxes performed a magic act...

.. and vanished in a

swirl of white snow!
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“This is a disast

"I wish |
could disappear.”

er! I'm going

ear my head.”



But then, through the branches of the trees,
Mr Claus spied something.

“ %‘ i -._‘ T i | Two animals, fast and strong, flew through the sky. Mr Claus

blinked, and they were gone.

o \ ’ .
: < A \| % \ ... but I've seen all the animals of the

. North Pole and no one can help.”
\\’\,-4 \\.,‘ iR Bl " °. v "Wait! Come back!” he called, then wondered to

\ oy / ' himself "Who could be flying above the trees?”



remdeer appeared.

"Blitzen? Comet? You gave me a fright!” he chuckled
\ "Did you see the creatures flying through the sky?”
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U It was us!” replied Blitzen "But we're not / '
meant to fly without the gfo/‘!N-ups.' i -k’
Al g o 2’“ '." Flying reindeer! Mr Claus had never heard of such a , 'l g

thing... and he’d lived at the North Pole for a long time.
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- a b oras amazed by what he saw.

el: he said. tofﬁom&t and Blitzen's father, f
.-would you help me save Christmas by pulling my’ T5EN
sleigh across the skies this Christmas Eve?”

"I lose my antlers each winter — all the male reindeer do. | can’t
fly without the antlers' magic,” the big reindeer replied. "But my
daughters keep their antlers all year! Perhaps you could ask them.”

Mr Claus grinned. Maybe he wouldn’t have to cancel

Christmas after all.




With just an hour before he
had to leave, Mr Claus arrived
at his grotto with the eight

reindeer sisters,

The elves cheered and
Mrs Claus smiled.

The sleigh was soon piled
high with presents.

Mr Claus and Mrs
Claus helped the
reindeer get ready
for their journey.

It was time to leave.
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\ Now, ‘Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and anenf‘ 2
i On Cometl on, Cupid! on, Donner and Blitzen!”
\
laughed Mr Claus as the reindeer raced across the moon.

Christma, 2
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It’s true, the reindeer that pull Mr Claus’ sleigh are female! A
Male reindeer shed (lose) their antlers in early December, ¢ .'
whilst female reindeer keep their thinner antlers throughout
the winter season, Female reindeer also cope better with the ‘l!‘ﬁ

low temperatures of the North Pole, as they have up to 45%

more body fat than males during the winter.

We encounter just a few of the amazing animals that live in the North (%’
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Pole in this book. Here are some fascinating facts about them:

* Unlike most other bears, polar bears don’t truly hibernate.
They do, however, spend most of their time resting

* What looks like a unicorn horn on the narwhal is actually
a really long tooth

* Kittiwakes are gulls and get their name from their
call = "kittee-wa-aake!”

* The fur of an arctic fox changes colour with each

season so they can hide easily.







