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had been a long and dreary
December. And here if was — CGhrisimas Cuve.
Jor weeks one small shopper fiad been searching
/I.JI' the /)0//(—’('/ present. ..

lo groe lo someone very speciral.

No maller where she looked,

shre couldn 't f)’nt/ 78




Jhe main streef was noitsy

pusted and jostled. .

and crowded with fast and furious people.

and .vyue(’zw/ u/]-//u’ /)nxy

pavement . ..

The (/ir/ was 1/0/)/)(3(/ on. ..
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. Ay O = > . .
(Jindows full of spare parts and ancient electricals . ..
huge hirdeaus underwear (almaost, bul not quirte, pink );

windows thal were emply bul for uncollected post

i
:
i
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and dead insects,

(Jn she went, when any f)/'(//l.’(l/'l/ sfropper

would hrave turned back.




Sust as the r/l'/'/ was aboul to qgroe up and g lrome;

a (//immv/' /)'nm across Lhe streel ('(n/r//z/ her cye.

Al Number 7/14’/1/1/- Frve
she /}_mn(/ just whal she was afler.
M was the strangest shop she hrad ever seen
and she couldn’l recall /l(lw'ny seen 1! /ief})re.
As she pushed open the narrow door,

74 /)(’// on d J/)I'I.I)y !'(ll]ty.

T little breatls of F/p,s/m‘

slipped past her, oul into December Lan

and up to lhe dark grey clowds.

Ne closed the door ('a/'e/h//y ﬁeﬁinJ/}

and stood .c/a/'iny in wonder.
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so many /oy

/l(l(/ never seen
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’.‘/(’(/(/l /)c’(I['J' (1[)(/ ('/()('K’(IFI)I‘A' cars,
7

teepees, castles. Noali's Arks,

books and dolls and dinosaurs
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disappeared info the distance.

AV = P N e
L ST A PO SET S IR ST i YRR

7
| PRPOATHONCK i
-]

1

There was a kerfuffle at one of the counters.
7[20/5 @I’ customer was 6()1))5/ served.
Shop assistants bustled past.
“Cxcuse me,” said the girl politely.
“Dd like to /)(II/ T I

“Tl be with you shortly,” came the answer.




The Otther Customer.

wiho just fl!/w/ into firs old grey coal
and worn-oul fraf. was /)II\I/
scooping games from the shelves

info a sack

“Can you help me?”
the (/i/'/' asked a //Il/'/'l/ ey as sestant

" yee you bLave a. ..’

“Clon’t be a moment,” he replied.




Up and down the ladders the assistants flew
as the Othrer Customer pointed and nodded

al the //11'/7(/1 fre wanted.

“Of dear,” sard the r/l'/'/ as one

shelf .(I/)(’l' anolhier became emply.

"'Slll'(’/l/ fre's not (/m'ny 1o /)m/

GUG/‘I//A n y.? >

Dul the passing assistant just

waved a dismissive hrand.




The toys conlinued fo roll and v he y/'r/ looked on in dismay.

scullle info the enormous sack. 2 0/_1:/'/20.5'(!, ® she said.
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_///w/ raltled and /)/'.')yw/
and .\-yum'er/ and whistled
until the floor, the cerling,
the long, long counter and every s/)a//'
was cleared fnto the /)u/(//'/.vy sack

as lf éy /]207/.(’.




The Ottrer Customer was ready to leave.

HHe tied firs (//'ua/ sack shul, .s'/uny il over Lirs back

»
e

and somefrow .symeazw/ //u'uuy// the narrow door,

.|

, /cau/'n(/ just enougls space for a loud
! i
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As fre bustled away, the _yir/
//wuy/z/ she caught the wink of a kind and /au'nﬁ/:/ eye.
Then the cﬁ:’efa.ts:i:/an/ /)’na//t/ turned fo fier and said

“T'm very sorry, Hiiss,
bul we have nothing lefl fo sell.”
o OA 0/ ear, ? said the girl, feeling hier heart sink.
She opened the door just enough, and slipped

back out into December Lane.




7/{’1’ /ee/ J/g})p?&/ vl onto .t/)dl‘[/iny new Snow.
< She looked up into the Jdrﬁnéu.
' .{IM/ {516'16 with .s'affl'/iny snowflakes, and smiled.
» .72(011/ /;&/(/Jy lhis /}'l"s/ snow would make (hal

s ‘Jp(’cia/ sSameone m(u’/iny /r)r frer al Home.

: " Q a;dsn fa yl// she //(l(/'/)rulty/f/ ma .t/)u/),
bt o was still somelling she could share.

Then oul o//ﬂe s/ey

: . Some /6 I'I)y ltumbled toward fier . . .




she

g /o r!

(’('/./

of Christmas

GC'//(/ whal
/ presen/ indeed.

a5 /)(’/f
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/i

landed al hier feel
7

a little breaths «
had been searchin

(ith a //i//'rl/ and a gentle thad,
And if was €X




for SOImMEone very speciral.






