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Welcome to The Art of Home!

First, allow us to introduce ourselves: we are four interior
bloggers with a passion for home décor and we found
each other online via the Instagram app. You know how
we tell children not to talk to strangers on the internet?
Well, we did not follow our own advice and boy, are we
grateful for that! We're now firm friends and part of an
Instagram interiors community called #storyofmyhome.

We created the Story Of My Home account, and
this book, to showcase some of the most incredible
interiors we've come across (and we've seen a LOT of
incredible interiors). We want everyone to feel inspired
to make their own home uniguely fabulous, no matter
its size and no matter the budget. We know how good
it feels to have a little snoop around other people’s
spaces, so we're going to give you a sneak peek into our
own homes, too. In this book we've curated a diverse
range of interiors and added our thoughts about each,
to get you thinking about ideas for your own space
Next to each photo you'll see the name of the person it
belongs to, so you can track them down on Instagram

When it comes to home interiors, we don't prescribe to
a rigid set of rules, or any one style. We don’t profess
to be interior designers, or experts of any kind, but we
each have a distinct style and we know what we like. We
believe in picking and choosing elements you love and
having fun with your space. If you do this, you'll find that
your own unique style will emerge.

So, without further ado, allow us to take you on a tour of
the home, starting at the front door

Joanne, Jack, Wendy and Maz

LCrwWers 2. Sackcmarch

orkshire homestead 4. @thegingerharcotyorkshire
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“A front
door makes
a powerful
statement,
so we want
it to be a
positive one

It's a gateway to our home — our

sanctuary — and it's what we
close when we want to shut the
world out.”

Maz

“Gn insc

"My front
door is the
equivalent

of my face
Irrespective of
what’s going
on inside

the house, if you're stood on
my front doorstep, all you're
going to get is a clean (and
usually seasonally styled), warm
welcome.’

Wendy

inle

Ue pesple wilhin.”

“A smart front door can make
your house more saleable
However, this is your home and
you'll also want to feel cheerful
every time
you put your
key in the
lock, so don't
compromise
your style.”
Joanne

"If you're in an apartment block,
shared housing or on a modern
housing (,:e\.'elo;_:rner't with
leasehold rules, never fear! I've
experienced l »
Il

all of these,

and there are
still ways to
give your door
a glow-up.”
Jack ~ _—
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Strong, brnight colours are Not 1o everyone®

Garker tones

, howevers, s0 il ye I ler something a nttle sater then N asp ! vour door wall have an effect 'h-".h'.l‘,".'t: 1 ChOs WS, SO get a lester pol
y are usually a great cpuon. Earthy hues from a neutral paletnte are classic and umeless before jumping in headfirst. Apply it to a piece of paper and observe how different light levels change
s appearance throughout the day. This will give you a good idea of how we
WOrK In pracuce

| your chosen colour wall

L
“I'm not an overly superstitious person, but since [ bought my last house ['ve tried to encourage good
fortune by painting my front door in a colour that Feng Shui experts suggest is beneficial. My current

door faces west, which means | should choose earthy tones. It's currently painted in Farrow & Ball
Lichen: a calm, muted green which works well with nature.” Maz

If your door is made fron

a composite matenal or aluminum, there are many products available that
allow "-‘ulI:‘J‘Tn'l the col rof YyOour goor easny ,‘.‘.llll“ k online search or ask ng at your weal DIY store
will usually yiekd some good advice on which products to use

"Any door worth its salt deserves to be furnished with a beautiful doorknob and knocker, and to be
adorned with & bold number, house name or even your own blue plaque!” Joanne
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REPLACING AN OLD DOOR
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CURB APPEAL

Curb ; ppeal 1Isn't necessanly about panung your coot a bold colour, but rather maintaining a well-kept

extenor general and showcasing your style and personality by creating an eye-catching facade. If you
are unable 1o change your door (for example, if you live in rented accommaodation or in a property with

t rule l\' this is where vou get 1o have a little

There are lots of ways in which you can project your persenality onto your home's extenor. A new

deormat, potted plants, garden accessones hike lanterns and statues or seasonal décor such as hanging

baskets and wreaths will all make a huge difference 1o any property, They will also make you smile every
» YOU armnve home

vell-placed bench dose 10 the door will offer somewhere 10 sit as well as creaunag an area of interes

1

e seasonal bedding plants near 10 it to add cheerful colour throughout the warmer months, as well

as depin o your front door aesthenc. This will be easy to maintain all year around if you choose hardy

evergreens or topiary bushes

Plants can be a great way 10 draw focus away from the road and onto the property; they're much more

! y to ook at, It '/'lll"l rll.mvnv:vx i indscape the area around YOour entryway o creale a « ourful
welcome, be sure to leave enough space in the ~i:'-.vl\'.‘.|','! I ACOSS SO you can comion ibly greet visitors

!':"'.'.".‘ wees such as olives and b 1ys can look stk G 1IN palrs, stuated GeCorative planters on edner

side of the door. A par of olve rees placed outside @heants_at_claremont’s pretty pink door above

demonstrates how the addimon of some well-chosen plants can elevate the OK O your entryway and
coOmpiement e colour of your fromt door
Your front doorstep s the place that links the extenor of your pre perty to the interior, so it makes

sense for it 1o reflect the design of your home and also your intenor style. Tradimonal builds might lend
themselves to pre ity 8 i relaxs : ‘»’,-' tng l,"‘x:']’k'.' while omamental grasses and structured 1« oeary

would sit well outside more contemporary homes. Equally, a pair of pretty topiary bushes will look

striking outskde an older property

here are no hard and fast rules, 1it's all about allowang your imagination 1o run wikd and creating a ook

that makes your soul sing wheneyer YOU turm your ey in thhe lock

@the vorkshire homestead



It a less formal aesthet S your thing, hen there are lots of 1 door décor kdeas y can try. You could
x,‘»‘:-'.UQI': eCl [ x-n';;],;H" ind decorative lkllllr>.l @herhobbithouss ] Oone aoove, « nnag
that visitors have ples ly 10 look at. Or how about filhing welli wirth Howaor: K& Whappaysios has done?
Y. n.v.‘.:i‘i S0 ODt 10 fl.u'-n"-]‘{.rqw".’" vaes ’v-Y:‘:I-i ! ) ANy ( oI'way u‘w. -‘,l irmaet |«
guaranteed 10 create a welcoming teel for your quest:

When choosing plants for the front of your property, remember that your front door 15 a spot where

you want 10 enjoy warm welcomes and happy goodbyes with your fnends and family. Any plants with
Spakes or thormn: should be avoided entrely as they're likely 10 cause 1ssues. Likew Ny plants that arn
Known 1O attracl nsects are best avosded. 100, Its worth dows } your IMOCWOrk hoere, Doecause Nno one
wants their quests 1o be scratched, speked, stung or swarmed wi 3 VISt

Pla ne ’ e a ] atten mnit L0000 then ».~‘.'i|',l 3 Kina « L YOUT ¢ ryway with greenery may
not app« 1O overyons L {i n make e easi ( Vi It DYy nvesting m a 'ew xXay per nnials that
will Hou I I« POnod ) Yi can then add further imerest throuaghout the vaar wviin a
varely asonal bulbs which will flower an i :',
Climbing plants are another way 1o enhance the outside of your property and can cleverly disquise
mismatched brick where a property has been extended. There are some vanetios of climber that car
be destructve 10 the integrity of a building and shoud be avoided, but there are ways 1o enjoy thedr
ImMmenss uro appeal sal }', A Qreat wi vy Of GoIng so 101 |~\‘»i| 1 trells or rame for t ;"'v? 10
NG to. This will allow it 10 dimb without attaching to your wall as it grows. It's important 1o ensure that
mbang DIants are ever a '“"""‘.".;"'l'7 ) the height of your eave r they will 11 1O enter your i
space and dislodge tiles, and could also create a point ol access for unwelcome visitors




SEASONAL STYLING

There's a lot of scope to style up your front door with seasonal accessones. Wreaths are no longer just

for Christmas; these days, they are a common sight in every season

"i:,r ng flowess are such a wn'!- ome sign of warmer weathertocome. a ’HIT of -i.‘l?h wiils oy the COor Or

a wreath of tulips will brighten even the dreanest spning day. In the UK, Maother’s Day occurs in spring
iddition to Easter; since both occasions are traditionally celebrated with Howers, this gives you the

perfect opportunity to refresh your front door and outsede space

Sthe Iisted horw
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Gipedifeandioves @thogingerhareolyorsdre the_tiny _1ownhouse

Summer brings with it an abundance of colourful flowers in all shapes and sizes, and it would be a crime

not 10 adorn our doors \‘.‘l-"l them

The opportunities for summer décor are endless. Why stop at a floral wreath and the obwvious planter

next 1o your door when you can pile the blooms up on your steps, or even in your wollies?

‘m
“ A

4.1318

Sooorganhousopopect hhe bota homestead



up In the ain 1S pumpkin season. You can
sther Next comes Diwali with bright, «

hanukah with its candles

As soon as the leaves stan 1o fall and you feel that cnsp «
1 [ n:n'.;l anqoil Jesi ns, « ¢ -‘.-'l',‘ foll IWEN

arrance them o your @ |lv'-,7wlv W orporate sma Iw: '_|ll”¢¥ INs INte ".‘”l'.‘f’l .1|l ngsd
aind the midwinter tradition of evergreen wreaths

autumnal fohage
i

The festive season shouts out tor devastatingly beautitul door décor

ebrate Halloween. This gives

ome a tradition to decorate our doors 10 cs

Over recent years, it has bec
s are the nerloct wddition 10 VO

you the pe rle
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TEN FRONT DOOR COMMANDMENTS

Maintaining a well-kept exterior makes your home lock fresh
and inviting.

The colour of your brick or exterior will help to determine

what colour door will best suit your house

Applying paint from a tester to a small piece of paper or
wood and temporarily fixing it in place will give you a good
idea of how your choice of colour will work.

Aluminium and composite doors can be painted with the
right preparation and products

There are lots of bold options for door furniture. Add
interest with a beautiful door knocker, numbers or lettering

Consider the period of your property when choosing a
replacement front door.

Consult with your joiner or builder to see if it's possible to
install a reclaimed door.

Doors with glazed panels allow light to shine through into
the hall or entrance.

Etched glass will offer privacy in glazed panels.
If you are restricted by contract or conservation regulations,
use moveable embellishments like a decorative doormat and
potted plants or topiary

owWpa
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“This is the
area that
connects

the whole
house, so it's
important to
have cohesion
here: carefully chosen elements
that tie everything together in
the space to make it a room in
ts own right.”

Joanne

“While I'm of
the opinion
that a hallway
should always
be visitor-
ready, that
should not

stop it being a functional space.
You just have to be clever with
your storage solutions.”

Jack

”0/&/@ small,
bl always a
éafaﬁv/ﬁé&% shace.”

“In my home, the hallway is a
high-traffic area and experience
has taught me to choose the
décor very carefully! | recently
painted my
staircase and
now it'’s a lot
easier to keep
clean than
my old cream
carpet.”

Maz

"There isn’t a hallway on
earth that doesn't struggle

to contain shoe and coat
overspill effectively. Not to be
overlooked as
a corridor, the
hallway is a
vital room that
sets the tone
for the rest of

your home.”

Wendy



MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR SPACE




STORAGE

f your hallway, one thing will always be true: without an adequate
" 03 Daqg n n (,i‘ n ini K jur P ] Qr
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DRAMATIC DECOR

] " '3 ot t Qr 4 e '
Many ithways have a large expanse of wall, providing you wat he | f DOt 1O (¢ 1




FLOORS AND WALLS




STOP AND STAIR




Qannalysejacobs

vtdiddd s

“t,
"ig

e III,,,/

e e ~’:Q.\
FF Ry e e
TS a3y ey wtwr YR
Arrazsazswe®= "
T ' - 1)
e s e e e
FATFEFETITTETE® X
EEAETTXERE TV

EITTEEE =

£ 7
EEEET s I ®

10.

TEN HALLWAY COMMANDMENTS

. Mirrors can add light and drama to a small space.

Radiator shelves provide a perfect ledge to style in narrow
hallways.

. It you have a high ceiling, take a vertical approach to

shelving to make the most of the wall space.

. Consider using the space under the stairs to maximise

storage potential.

The hallway is the perfect place to showcase your art
collection as a gallery wall.

A mural is a fun way to inject personality

Incorporate well-designed, functional hardware to add style
and functionality.

Opt for a hardwearing floor that's easy to maintain,

Scrubbable paint costs slightly more than standard
emulsions but will pay dividends in the long run.

A budget-friendly way to add impact on the staircase is to
use paint.






CHILDREN'S BEDROOMS

“As a teenager, | would spend hours moving the furniture around and pinning pages ripped from
magazines on the walls. It made me realise that my living space could reflect my personality, which is
when my obsession with interiors first began. [ vividly remember an article in a teen magazine where they
had removed the doors from the wardrobes to make open shelf storage. Unfortunately, this was vetoed
by my parents and so my design choice was thwarted, but it created an interiors itch that needed to
be satisfied.”

Joanne

“I've always been very particular about my bedroom décer. When | was nineteen, | moved to London
and became a live-in nanny. | knew the day | rocked up that | would have to redecorate immediately.
The colour palette was not to my taste; it looked like & unicorn had vomited rainbows using the 1990s
rag-rolling effect.”

Maz

“As a child, | would spend hours during the school holidays decorating my playhouse at the bottom
of the garden. It was everything from a cosy cottage to shops and museums; at one point it was even
a New York loft apartment. Once | grew up a bit and my love for interiors had developed. my parents
let me loose on my bedroom. My very first design choice, back in 2004, was a chocolate brown
feature wall against a soft cream, with paw print stencils. What can [ say: | loved dogs.”

Jack

“I have come full circle on bedroom décor. I've had a four poster bed and sold it. I've had borders,
wall transfers, warm terracotta, dark, patterned wallpaper... and [ can finally declare that I've found
my happy place: simple and tranquil.”

Wendy

Often, your childhood bedroom is the first space that is really your own: a place where you can express
your personality. But before a child gets to put their stamp on a room, their parents or carers have the
responsibility of choosing the décor. Planning a nursery is a true privilege; for some people it's one of
the most exciting room projects they will ever embark on, There is a primal instinet behind 1 a need

for it to be perfect for your new arrival




CHILDREN'S BEDROOM STORAGE

Storage is a constant struggle in a children’s bedroom. Although we would love to display wooden toys
and pastel ragdofls in our best Scandi style, the rainbow plastic will always dominate the space. And

books. .. there are so many books! Let's look at some clever ways to keep the room tidy and clutter-free

dd shelving or ed cupboards wherever there's space; make the most of any alcoves or other nooks
Add st 1 or ntted t is wi it [ . it t of any al
and crannies. Store anything you want hittle hands to have easy acoess 1o on low shelves and place

more omamental things safely out of reach on higher shelves

- 3 ‘. 5 l L
I ﬁ‘w
7 - Y -

Ethescolons fulnest

Consider the psychology of colour before
you break out the paint. Pink and coral are
considered calming and soothing; they can

actually lower the heart rate as they emulate

the mother's womb. Yellow is said 1o stimulate

intelligence, and green is thought to be the

colour of harmony and balance. Red can be

over-stimulating and blue can feel cold

It's probably best to avoid adorning the walls in
character wallpaper with matching bedding, a
neutral background will last longer and can be
accessorsed with your dear darling’s current fad
of chowe. The wend of panting murals, polka
dots, scalloped edges and stripes is a cheap and

easy way 1o add a fun element to the room

Seleadarings @coral.atkinson






CREATING A RESTFUL SPACE According to Feng Shuil experts, it's a good idea to keep clutter to a minimum in the bedroom, and

ha cludes mnside wardrobs ind drawe | { hat evs i multi-purpe
1 lot ) | when tum MNGg your bedroom The aimm is 1« 1< 15 1 | & space as you [ 1 | 1315 I¢ 1ex ) WOrx o banned. we w 0 a55( e this re nwith a ( v
POss ly ca , SO anything that compromises omiort or assaults the senses 15 ot to o Yes. a sleigh gt [ { ! v. I so b 10 1 ru un th O hould
bed or somethin ] with a (37 '2-'-'-1'114" 00k striong, but it won't be v ry practical it you re over six Do yoursait j,;v:-!\,u.r{- I Vi hav g MOV { ‘-'”‘V;‘-':' | ) 3 ther room and
feet tall, 1 nk about what works Fyou a well as what OOXS QOoa aeneral ral ca ng 1ong¢ X D he p 1% O you 13 wil of thoere . 1 )

o o Ke 1O wake | irally as the In 1nse ind light f e I
hie ped Te o 1 i i ner mo NGSs when vi fe Vi
lie-in y can Keep out fark } when wints mes and you wan
oI ; anels W wk W when ne f ) 1ID0ONE 104 e ] : 'in",‘ s
privacy y }l.n['; ) O wverle i

D pazed wir WS 3 ) Jreat bamer to cold and s« 1|

( 4 paneis, ye wall t { m hoeavy, ( o w fow dre 15. wh
Prog ies that keey roOm cosy in older months while a 18 1
Img ) MINCG SUMMOr 'w we 1 o ha W WS ¢ (g aren
nowse p junon rom actnty outsice, Foung a weatherproof stnp across the bon
door wall help combat unwanted nose travellng from a hallway. A g (

| great solunon bt i and cold T de or adior
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TEN BEDROOM COMMANDMENTS

Neutral tones wil provide a calm, restful environment

Dark colours can work well in small areas because they trick

the eye into thinking the walls are further away

Think about the aspect of the bedroom and choose a colour
that will harness the natural light at its best.
Consider the psychology of colour in relation to the mood

you want to achieve.

When deccrating a child’s room, don't be influenced by
fads: opt for a more neutral, imeless design that will last

:‘){'.'_Vr)'ﬁ-:fi their latest obsession
Optimise alcoves, nooks and crannies for storage

Think about your practical needs, not just about what locks

good
Black-out window coverings keep out bright mornings

Keep clutter to a minimum to help encourage a restorative
"Iightv‘; sieep

You and your partner (if you have one) should be the main

focus in this room. Keep family or group portraits elsewhere
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“Bathrooms
have come a
long way from
the ones |
remember as

a child. Gone
are the days of

the rubber shower attachment,
carpet up the side of the bath
and a bottle of Mr Matey
balanced on the side.”
Joanne

A sanc

"

I'm not a big
watcher of
television so
the bathroom
is probably
the most
important
room in my house. It's a cosy
sanctuary from the outside
world, but then | am a self
confessed bath lover and
wallowing champion.”

Jack

W%ZZ

rebax and escape.”

“I'm currently designing two
bathrooms, but | find this room
the trickiest to plan because
mistakes can't be rectified
quickly or cheaply. I'm aiming
to create
something
timeless that
I'll still be
happy with in
five years.”
Maz

“I'm unapologetically a shower
person. I've tried so many times
to get into bathing. I'd love

to love it but | just don’t. | can
appreciate a beautiful looking
bath but I'm
a shower girl
through and
through.”

Wendy




THE BASICS

7€ CO0es matte ’.'1|v- It COMes [ ‘_:.|'ix-v':ll-l-nw,|,—- W'v-‘,;q e YOou nave availa [ ',‘/.j‘-.,'," 1 DI1Q
] n o |‘.‘:".n,"r‘w:"‘ Himes. But creative MOrage si lutions and a few ngt ond finishes W Il ensure
it even the smallest of bathrooms can deliver serious wow factor, If you're lucky enough to have a
|-;~'i|‘ throon space, there are countiess gesig ;-l‘-.'.ri lives. Feature batt 3, Separate wa k-n shower
twin basins, |.|.'|I"""I..‘; -.A;.’.n-.i"*' the list 1s endless r many of us, the KN, the bathroom i1s the
mallest room in the property, so its mportant that its dessgned to sunt the people who live there and
reflects their needs
When it comes to planning a smaller bathroom, it helps to identify what type of bather you are. For

some people, the bathroom 1s a sanctuary: a place 1o relax, unwind and hiterally soak away the worrie

or others, it's purely a functional space 1o take a quick shower,; they prefer to retreat 1o other areas

. Koy If the size of vou! bathroom won't accommaodate a separate shower then you'll need an ove

bath shows 'Ifi:c"," Ve Come a 'ong way, anc a

prefter plan glass or Critta | there is somett NG 101 avaeryons

yOur preierencs member to keep the ook a
minimal as possible in order 10 open up the
space in a Hller bathre

e I oy who view a bathrod |
somewhere to wash and go then maybe you need
1o as< yoursell 1if you really need that bath, Do
you have a young family? I the answer 1s 1 then

losing the bath in favour of a huge walk-in shower

wld be erter opuon. As 1tk latively )
} easy tall 3 bath these day: likelihood
1S that Dot nal buyer wi t be deterred by the
ick of one, and it wouldn’t be too costly to install
tor ick sale should your estate agent

{




MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR SPACE
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THE FINER DETAILS

Not all of us are blessed with n ..|’|.:)!r» bathrooms, and those of us who dwell in a smaller house or flat
may |(|:‘.‘ nave onga ! "ni wWorking [u.?’lh- M 10 sarve the ','Jiu we househ Illi Ot ourse, It has to iu' a

functional space, but that doesnt mean it can't exude style and personality. What you need to do is

create the nght balance between 1 practical spacs and a luxurnous sanctuary

]
There are many ways you can inject '.",'In- and personabity into your bathroom. You've probatyy not cod ':
that bath boards are back in fashion, and these are the perfect way to spruce up your bathroom if you're ‘s:
on a budget or live in a rented bome and are unable 10 change your bathroom suste, There ate many
bath boards available 1o purchase, but you can also repurpose an old board and create your own. They O,
can be accessonsed with mood-enhanaing candles, and they're the perlect place 10 balance your G& 1,
book or e-reader +*
“It’s all about finding the middle ground; it doesn’t have to be functional over fabulous.” Jack.
The humid atmosphere in a bathroom can be ruinous to reqular paint and wallpaper, but you can treat
wallpaper with a dear matt varnish to stop it being spoiled. Although you can get special waterproof
bathroom paint, the most practical solution has got to be tiles. The Hoor must be durable enough 1o
withstand 1oddlers splashing, leaking pipes, damp towels being strewn around and whatever else your
family throws at it However, humidity also creates the weal environment for plants. You can make
space for some greenery in even the timest of bathrooms: they can be sqqueesed into tght corners or
hung from the ceiling
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BATHROOM MAKEOVERS

"It came to me one day while | was at work, ordering vinyl stickers for a loan ca
will stay on the car through sunshine and rain

r. | f"'_lugflf if these
n then surely they will stay on

a tile through a steamy

shower!”™ Jack
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COLOURS AND TEXTURES
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CHOOSING TILES

Tile samples tend 1o be quite small, so making this key design choice can be a daunting prospect,
especially when you begin to reach the top end of your budget. But there are other ways to help you
decde. It can be a good idea to snap a few pictures of any interesting bathrooms you find yoursel!
visiting; don’t be afraid to photograph great tiles if you spot them in a nice restaurant bathroom! These
spaces are often created by designers to have a visual impact and it’s a great opportunity to see how a
bold choice of wall or floor covenng will work, A sample of the fabulous floor n @milestone_cottage’s

bathroom below would only give a small indication of what the finished pattern would look like

A great way to make a tiled surface pop s 1o use coloured grout. Where hghter-coloured grout has
become discoloured or stained, an easy and budget-fnendly way 1o freshen it up is to use a grout
pen. If your tile s not a standard shape, it will further enhance the pattern as a point of interest. Don't
hesitate to factor underfloor heating into a bathroom if the opportunity arises, too. A hot fluffy towel
is bliss, but the feeling of a warm floor underfoot, in a room where you're likely to spend a substantial
amount of time in your birthday suit is nothing short of luxury, particularly on a chilly moming! As we
can see below, by using a darker-coloured grout, @dustsheets_and_decor has tied her patterned
bathroom floor and wall finish together and made the metro tiles pop. By continuing under the raised

bath, she cleverly creates the illusion of extra Hoor space, too
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@the_yodehre homestead

Gwatsons_at_westbomelodge

“I remember telling my sister that | intended to use a heavily veined marble on the floor and walls of
our main bathroom. She was absolutely appalled, but eventually admitted that the finished effect was
striking.” Wendy

If you're planning to use real marble in your bathroom, you might want to lock into 'beok matching'
This is an amazing process where a slab of marble is sficed in such a way that the leading edges
align to make a breathtaking symmetrical pattern. You can get ceramic versions of natural stone as a
realistic and economical alternative, although it's definitely worth seeing what the repeat pattern of a
typical box will be so that you're not going 1o see an obvious repeat every time you enter your newly
tiled room. Above, we can see authentic-locking marble effect tiles in @watsons_at_westbornelodge’s

ensuite bathroom

Another excellent way of introducing marble into your bathroom without blowing the bank is to use
penny mosaics; these can be a littde tincky to lay but are completely worth the imwvestment and effont

when you see the fineshed result




10.

TEN BATHROOM COMMANDMENTS

vt
A Aasnirralisn ramis TSy e AEIRIN SRt e
A clear glass F anel wi give the illusion of more space

3ath boards can revive a tired bathroom suite and act as a

usetul storage solution

2 | L L
Wallpaper can be used in the bathroom; just seal it with a

ayer of appropriate varnish,

o "
pe creative with your storage and think cutsige the box
y 2]

e with use of tile paints

i ;;'.-"'."",T SW T‘:-i‘l"cu SO that

2
Undertloor heating is an efficient way to heat a sma

bathroom and saves the space that a radiator might take up.

Mosaic or patterned tiles or vinyl on the floor of a small

wroom will help to create the illusion of space
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"My partner
works from
home, so the
office is a vital
space for us
It's somewhere
to hide the

chaos and contain all things
work-related, so it's great for
our work-life balance; when the
door closes, the working day

s over.”

Jack

“| don't
need much
space: Jjust a
desk with a
comfortable
chair, a nice

view and room
for my sizable pen collection
The icing on the cake would
be a door so | could lock
everybody out.”

Joanne

A comporiable and well-
plarned aren, ailored ls
maximise ,a/M(chi'mZ}. 8

“Our study is one of my
favourite rooms. | dont

allow a TV in there so it's not
somewhere the children like
to hang out.
This means
| can usually
guarantee
peace and
quiet while I'm
working."
Maz

"When | think of what a study
should be, the first thing that
comes to mina IS an organisea
and clutter-free space, but if
I’'m entirely
honest, our
home office
fits into neither
of those
categories.”

Wendy
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If your office 15 In a bedroom, consider whether installng a desk in a wardrobe or cupboard 15 a
possibility. It's very important that work-related items are out of sight in this room; the focus should be

on rest. Being able 10 shut the door on your work will help you to shut off and relax

Due to recent events, better internet connections and flexible working policies, more people than ever
are working from home, at least some of the ume. Finding a suitable space where you can concentrate
and get work done is now a common problem. Whatever your situation, it's about making the space

you have waork harder and being creative WI"l what you ve got

I'he photo on the opposite page
shows how @designermumertc
makes valuable use ol the
often-lorgotien  space  uncer
the stairs. If you're strugglng 10

fincd & desk 10 it in an awkward

spot, you could try runming a

worktop along the wall insteasd

verthead lighting plus a desk

lamp will create en ugh ||-_j'|' 10
enable you 10 work comfortably

in even the darkest of corners

The photo on this page shows
how t(’t"o';-ly"zur:.» has cleverly
created a study area inside her
childdren’s wardrobe, meaning
that all desk paraphernalia can
be hidden away when the desk

15 NOL 1IN use

“As a child we had a big
cupboard, almost like a wardrobe,
but when you opened its big
double doors it had bookshelves,
drawers and even a pull-out

desk!” Jack
”

Gdesigner mumietx thheplyhous



King at the dini cted, and | don’t enjoy having clear away my
things when I've finished. Now [ have a beautiful bureau - a bargain buy fr a charity shop - tucked
) ¢)

in a little corner. [ attack it with chalk paint, gave it fancy new knobs and now it's the perfect space

to store all my work.related paraphernalia. My dining room no longer feels like a work space at the

end of every day.” Joanne




OFFICE ACCESSORIES AND STYLING

Ensuring that you have 1l your office accessones 1o hand will "'|;|',‘:t:. to be more effective "‘-WI
shelving is a great idea as it allows easy access 10 frequently used items, but if you're prone to hoarding
then your clutter may ¢ best hmdden away baohind a ¢ Il;v‘l"imr 1 door. Even lor those of us with the
llllAlH" ol a 1’0'(!" 110 homes ithce, t's often the smallest room in ths Propx Iy, sO Space S always at
a premium. It's a good wdea to think outside the box when it comes to creative storage solutions in

smaller rooms. Opt for high shelving 1o maamase the wall space availlable, or think about placing a shell

around a doorway so vou're using part of the wall that would normally be redundant

Gcdanmsadomamn

A noticeboard is a great 'P'l‘“ e 10 ""‘S'LW your targets and deadlines, and there are lots of ways to

el geauve ',q'yn“ -’v'-n"]lx ng one :’\c“n".r‘.‘l' |‘|[k tiles ¢ an e arrar ::-,-’ | 1\.' pattems o create a
noticeboard without making holes in your walls. Chalkboard and magnetic paint can be appfied directly
to an area of wall, and documents can be displayed using magnets. Modular panels from ofhics supply

STOK kists can 'u' Tixe i ogether onto a ‘.'.‘.:‘]‘ while a wire notice ::c-,.'r’ I"nn;'. ar Iluiu'».fn.ﬂ [ ~’|:o- IO this

[~"i tical accnsse ny

If you need to pont, scan or shred documents,
it makes soense for these dovices to be within
easy reach. If they'll be sitting out on your desk,
make sure that you tidy away any cables so that
you avord creaung a tnp hazard, Wires can be
discreatly attached 10 the leg of your workstation

§ you can buy vanous trunking solutions 1o keep

multiple cables in check.
When it comes 1o that all-impoaant styling, a lot

g-n:tl-' fng that a lea unf < '!F'I" WOk H
ervironment is best for them as it helps 1o avoid any
distractions. But that doesnt mea VOUIT ( thee needs
to be a borng space; atter all, every olfice needs

practic al storage solutons and this provides you with

the perfect ocpportunity 1o iImplement some styk

Sthepagan
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"I'm a book hoarder, so, after the desk, one of my biggest requirements was book storage, and a lot

O{ it. Qur study is a narrow room, so by building up and around a d-:)C'Vv-)V at the end ()f' the room we
J ), J *r J

were able to maximise the space we had.” Maz
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10.

TEN OFFICE COMMANDMENTS

Consider the surface area you need when choosing a desk
or workstation

Situate your desk so that the screen is facing away from the
window. Sheer panels on your windows will combat glare on
your screen.

Think about the available space and how you can make it
work harder for you.

Clever storage options will mean that you can tidy away at
the end of the day

Position office accessories within easy reach of your
workspace

Consider using redundant wall space to create extra shelving
or storage.

Get creative with your noticeboard. There are many different
products that you can use to create the perfect spot to
display your important dates, targets and information

Take care of wires to avoid a trip hazard.

e for long periods of

Choose seating that you find comfortab
time.

Create a cosy reading nook with a comfy chair and book
shelving.



THANK YOU

Our thanks to everyone who contributed a photo of their
beautiful home and made this book possible. As the
founder members of the Story Of My Home hashtag, we
lock forward to seeing the interiors community thrive as
it passes through the hands of its future custodians. We
hope you enjoyed an insight into what can be achieved
in your own spaces. Irends will always evolve but the
real art of making a home is to find your own style and
follow it unashamedly.







