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Yer somehow, those small birds
in the forests cool and ancient;

somehow they survived,
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An event that created our Moon.

For twenty million years comets
bombarded the cooling Earth.

They brought something precious inside them.

Tiny crystals of water.
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The Earth changed from a world of fire
to a world of oceans. And deep in those first scas,
chemicals and minerals combined to make

something simple but extraordinary ...

AR The first single-celled life on Earth.




But life would have to wait.

é- The temperature dropped. The volcanoes grew quiet.

I'hey made ‘food’ from .;nllglx: r.'v..l-m; OXVen into the scn.

For a hundred million years Earth was in the grip of an endless winter,

spinning in space like a huge snowball.




Pristine, pale, silent.

It might have stayed like that forever if not for the volcanoes
rising from their long sleep 1o warm the Earth again.

And in darkness, deep beneath the secretive ice, life had clung on.




As the glaciers slowly retreated

and the oceans warmed, the simple cells evolved.

From this point on the Earth becomes at last,

a world teeming with vibrant,

complex life.







4

We know this because the rocks remember.

The Earth has kept a diary in stone.

It tells stories of forgotten creatures and buried oceans . . .

Of rock uplifted from the sea bed to become mountains,
their peaks studded with fossil shells,

And of mountains washed away again, grain-by-grain,

back to the sea bed.



And down here in the «lqﬂhu, below the ocean crust, there 15 2 P ywerful force -

an engine that slowly changes the face of the Earth










Particles streaming from the Sun collide
with the magnetic ficld generated by the core.
The result: nature’s own majestic fireworks,




Solveig’s island is far, far away from where Kiin lives. ;’\
» v I
Yet they are connected,
Everywhere on Earth is connected to everywhere else.

The land bencath Solveig's feet is part of a vast continent

thousands of miles away.
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Down the mountain the river runs.
Where it goes the Earth turns green.
Elephants and giraffe, flamingoes,
and zebra celebrate the return of the rain.
On and on the river runs . ..

Wild

is the

Wind

ISBN: 978-1-78741-686-4 ¢Book ISBN: 978-1-78741-412-9

In the desert where a million years ago
an ocean glittered, the wind sculpts echoes
in sand of those long-vanished waves.

For the wind is the ceaseless shaper
of the Earth . ..



