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CREATOR SPOTLIGHT:

STAN LEE &
STEVE DITKO

n way that SpudenMan and Peter Parker O Scdes of the same com, the
T eators of Jor-Man were very different but a umelar peopie Before they

created Spider-Man, writer and edtor Stan Lee and artist Steve Diko had

together for years, but neither expacted they w er creatng a char
would define a any. and be an con § a genoraty In many way

Meve were O

posites and complemented each other perfectly. Loud, bombs

8y S b i . oy vl airine o
W On the Surmiture whe explaning exont

reserve teve preferred to s ay in his artst studho n Ma

out papes of

then Timely Comucs) in 1939, first as an

y t0 editor; then edidorin-chiefl Stan wrote

down, but manly bacause he loved writing

Steve's first work for Marve! (which was <a xs Comics at the time) was in 1956
on Jowrney into Mystery B32.ina dled “There me Chanpes Made”, which

d, D

sher on a range of comcs, ncluding Stronge &

riwork that would come 1o de

T " y
Adventures, Tales to Astonish and Amazing Adult Fontasy. Steve specalised in snappy, fou
of soence HCuon stones, often with a smart twist endng

Stan, a brash New Yorker, seermed very different to Steve, a boy from a small town in

SOMETHING
FANTASTIG?
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vAmazingG:
(EEFanfasy.
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ey s
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Amazing

T Fantasy

EDITORIAL
OFFICE
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Years

Pernsylvana, and yet both of these alaments came toge

later, Stan would say about Steve, "One of the things at s the

mast fun was working with the bnfant, magnfic y creative St s, and

still s, one of the few artists in the be who has a style %0 un 4
arywhere When | < fest ! rhes e max o wa
the perfect ilustrator for the series Thanks 1o Steve, Spidey never locked ke any other

He ¢ &% umque and dstinctve as any comic book character y be
When Steve drew hm as H_".r_" Parker, he was just an ordinary, average-looking kid

A b Me D o hir i coct e no e - o
Sut when the dazzin M L put um in costume, everything about our wonds

shnger looked spidery, from the way he curved his fingers to the way hes bo

» coukd forpet the twisting and anging !

that of Steve undoubtedly kept a trained spider arot

:'_ o It
Stan wrote s g the Marvel Method”, where the writer wou i DO outhne
to the arust, the artist would then draw th es and the writer would write dalogue

to creative partnershp, Steve and Stan somebmes had
very wes and part of the power of Spuder-Man comes from

to cast Steve as the reciusive Peter Parker

tan as the

there are elements of both men in each part of SpiderMan

’ ether, they bacame bottled bghtrur

&

e Slerments came 1o
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THE
INISTER SIX

Ae Crid

As Spider-Man's adventures grew, 50 did his ropues’ gallery tan Le ge
re g an nterconne ree, wher d move fludly fr
Af { her d " up, Ik i o 1963% #
t t um r"‘.' Ra 3 M W ")
gratef erful reception Spede X wding pu h
the favouwr xpraned Stan at 1 | ©
toaott M -} het 3 " ¥ Of QOeng
> put produce a 4] .page superspectacular of ol Web-Head featunng .
S0, COUNt ‘em, six of our Madoest, baddest, most Sulfnn supervillans n cone fabulous ) . ") ¢
SRS SRS - SINISTER
far-out, st-moang yar ' . ™
> e,
Thel/: ik D rasternr Cirtanse the Candran ' Elastes Murtarin ard e 2 the Hunses LY Slx
e Vulture, Doctor Octopus, the Sandman, Blectro, Mysteno and Kraven the MHunte £
- -~ MW A BALAEY (W P s
N Al o ok cowe s At
re ¥ e Spectiy U M A Sl 4 S AT
769 Ama v o ou f first vme 1o beco me
he e~ hat w od I 1 e est, preatest ¢
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31a Fef f h X 3 0 Mon #
N N Yy J 1 "N Lad
C L ry ey 1 during eal of Ta . i
ng q gall Peter Park ( ¥ i ST
f a teanages ~'e ale n hopele: ytclasend ) SCrapy dardog fighting
....... At iy m an A steh fo Lo ¢ {
1ar ) grve D, ¢ \ wheiming f et
arty ns are older than hir ter the dex hes | Ben, h
3 1a f iry 10 destroy My e ¥ e |
g ) g Al rel v X of
( he vea tom <t fihe S S ha han ibbing in new vilins
______ d 1 { red or re ra T | mib p "a
viia ( { i ol § f Y es 1
Sirester Seven, Sinster Twelve, Sinister Sodeen and even the Sniste S

KEY TO PLATE

I: Amoving Spider-Mon "ASM wiie yoASM w338

f —T Yy octor Octogun he Ine op of the toom hay chonged ‘ .- ' <z - . - - ’?
he St ton 0 of Spader M ndrened the vy ‘G AT the pevory, ErTgng N New - - Wt - ‘: f%
) e " =~

Frar e ererye, the Srater G rere ey b s Ogolis 1o repoce

et




/-\\\
/

W
'
.

v7oR--ABOUT JEN

THE NEW
AMAZINGS

AN MPORTANT B
mEssAcE 7o IRIANT

“ ED

o
=
~N S
<Xz
=

L.
<L

KEY TO PL

ALONG
CAME ASPIDER
o



M U

THE STORY OF A
COMIC BOOK ICON




I: Amovng Spider-Man 0 14%

KEY TO PLATE

' Amering Spider-Mon 1) 4%

©

- Web Of SpiderMan w22

T PON'T KNOW

WHAT THE GAG 1S5,
BUT I'M\ NOT
CAUGHING!

NEITHER

;
osoME .

-
T —
——— ey

w2 MARVEL COMICS GROUP. E

.
S‘@f\)

’“--

Tl AN s CEANGE OF G
SR A TRACER

EVEN IF 1 LIVE..1 DIE""

EITHER YOU
TELL ME WHERE THE
JACKAL 15 HIPING,
AND WHAT HE'S DONE
WITH GWEN AND NEP
CEEPS, OR I'LL~~

A\

L. - W GRS R :15 =




FPoter Parker and

. 2 Doctor Octopus takes
: . Mary Jane Watson get . . ¥
First appearance Steve IXtho's last : over Peter Farkers
x Spider-Woman s married The first appearance Spider-Man joins Mites Morales i
of Spider Man in iasue, .lmunnq body and becomes
introduced . ol Curnuye the .4vrnqrr| introduced S
."mutu\y lun(;ny L S'.'Idt‘l Man &8 the buycrwr
. Kraven the Hunter . . . 3
. . > .Spntr.rvﬂn)l\
burles SpiderMan alive '
-
1942 1940 127 1987 1992 2008 200 1013
1963 1973 1984 1988 1994 2007 1012 1014
- - .
< . [ B A - . -
ols Ais own comic - ddie Proc -
9 Spldl‘ll gols a new otor Farker’s Fetor Parker revoals Miles Moraloa ~ o
in Amazing Guen Stacy dies merges with the We meet Guweon Stacy
2 blach costume clone Ben ﬂcillg Ais secret identity and FPeter R -
Spider-Man w1 symbiote costume . Spider-Woman from
. 2 (aka the Scarlet to the world Parker meet for
* to become Yenom 2 another unlverse
Spider) is revealed * the firat time

9
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SPIDER.MAN MUSEUM

PREFACE

Eleven pages. Stan Lee and Steve Ditko

did it in eleven pages!

canc

THWIP!

Stephen Wacker
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CREATOR SPOTLIGHT:

prde and oy sad Romita 5S¢ "Stan would jeave an index card tacked to my board
befcre each | ty . ”'l“'f"lg with a name O 1 NO descnplion or powers 15t

hocker, 'Rheng’, ‘the Kinppin

SRAND JOHN

father told my brother and me that Spider-Man/Peter Parker Ived close to our home

in Queens, NYC, we were hooked!™ he explains. "We talked SpedenMan or g e
Romna |r brought a of fresh ar to SpuderM; ith hs ung
postion and pa - . e b Syt
If there's one name that has become synommous with Speder-Man's t. t's Romita impactiul, geang the wall crawder levels of energy never before seen Romita s
Starting with Amazing Spider-Man #38 in 1966, john Romita Sr was respon the pressur Id
ok of a whole generation of Marvel comics. As Stan Lee put # able to

} ) *a Sr s ceortifiat '." as talented and epen {ary as any creatroe gen e P C {1 atedy afte nng
the cox reat character, the
Armaz wdolf W ANy

f the previcus Spidey artists! | had no 10ea, but | stuck it out and got ucky
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GREAT
POWERS

PETER
PARKER’S
HOME LIFE

Part of the endunng appeal of SpederMan is the everyman nature of Peter Parker

Readers find it easy to empathise with this regular Joe who st can't seem to catch a

break Stan Lee would shrewdly later comment, "You can practically measure a hero's

anty by the amount of tro

POt

wasn't 3 milonare playboy a strapping super soidier or a

i he manages to get Py
& A

Nerse C

he was a gawky teenaper from Queens who was ostracised by hs

an

Fantastee Four were wresthng with world-devounn

om the Negatve Zooe

Peter was askang girls out for dates and being rejected. Stan knew exactly what he was

doing, descnbing him n his first appearance a3 "The Workds most amazing teenager,

»

wder-Man, the super hero who could be _u_'rJ'

A sadness haunts Peter - hes stor

& trapgedy before it even starts. Me lves
with his Uncle Ben and Aunt May, not his parents, implyng that a catastrophe has taken

Ruchard and f".]'j. Parber, would not

place b ster, His parents

be discussed unt 9368 SoiderMan Al 35, Peter’s suburban home in Queeons s

modest and unassumn

ly influenced by Steve Ditko's midwestern upb

. many of the wslas, «

pdngs (ncluding Peter's Midt

are referenced from Steve!

ometown of johnstown, Penngyivania

The supporting cast of characters were types that would be well known to Spider
Man's teenape audience. The awkward Peter 18 mocked by jocks, rejected by girls and
ned At Dy his smates. Marw of Peter's classmates became permanent fixtures

within expanding and evolving narratives. Decades later high school bully Fash Thompson

At

became Sp an's ally, Apent Anti-Venom, a super solder with a symbsotic ahen suit

Thwarted iove interest Li lan marmed Peter’s « oliege fnend Harry Osborn and Eter

became CEO of megaco aton Alchemax

Peter 15 happiest when he s with his aunt and undle who dote on hm We are t

d

that s Uncle Ben ".?‘.;'u‘,-."" ne was a pretty spec al ' whde Aunt .'"v.\‘.' "tha “:"" the

sun rose and set upon her nephew”. When disaster strikes and Uncle Ben s kiled by

LI et the reader so much harder because we know that thes s the only part

‘oter’s ife where he was truly comtent

Peter’s life after Uncle Ben's death 5 a complicated web of tan

d responsbiities
one that woukd be very relatable to Sprden-Man’s audience. Peter 1 wormed sbout

affio ang medicine for hes sickly Aunt May, frets about hes schochwork and shies away

al engagements with his classmates — all of this before he even starts thinkong
R R

abouwt hes super hero secret identty

1

Om Mt’“l' \

Can’ -/l

l.ur. WHEN Wl BRADS THE NEx* EDITowN
(OF THE MEWSPAPER, PETER MAXxEe IS
ASTOUNDED TO 306 ...

T ISN'T POSS S

r.
WHY T Ny 2

s
THIS NEWSPAPER

DEMANDS THAT )
SPIDERMAN BE ’.{"

DAILY PUrsrr

ARRESTED AND
PROSECUTED

1. Amating SpiderMan Arauvel 81
A typecd somre 0 Peter Partonr’s

wmvwn !
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Pote’s honme, located Gn 3 ot dreet Part of the appead of Pener Pavtoer &

0 the Forest Hils section of New York, 24 he conid rever casch & bewak

where be fves with b doting Aure

My
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SPIDER-MAN’S
RELATIONSHIPS
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Creator Spotlight: Todd Mctarlane and David Michelinie
The Sinister Six
Spider Man No More!
Ine .'lu)"‘t g-u'-n Stac Y Died
frw.‘.din, :‘l‘"\b-l."l‘ Venom Man!
Kravens Last Hunt

The Clone Sa ga
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CREATOR SPOTLIGHT:

TODD
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AND DAVID
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THE
NIGHT GWEN
STACY DIED

prifnend

Parhaps th ry 1S the death of hs

[} |

m

chong event in Spiden Man's histo

Gwen Stacy. Deaths in comic books at the time were often reversible, with characters

somebmes retuming 0 the same ssue, This was something dfferent

Wiriter Gerry Conway explaned the resson for such & dramatic storyline, "john

Romna felt we all felt. Stan Lee and R v The mas (then editorn -Chief) and yours U ..:j./

that Spider-Man's Ide had become too placd, too sale, too.. normal Despite some

termfic indwdual stones over the previous few years (the drug ssue, Captan

death the ntroduction of the K gpin) we had a sense that Peter’s Ife had settied nto

a, wel, rut. He faced wllaing: he was misunderstood by =

ety; he had menor pr

but come nght down to i, things were going pretty well for our frendly n

-1 l"

or. 1 Was ume 1o shaxe !hl"""‘i. up I:_:'r’! belwved
remind the reader (and Peter) that the world was a harsh place, heroes couldn't save

evean

e, and sometimes death could not be escaped

he trag events of Amazing Spider-Mon #1211 came at the cukmnation of a long-

running story arc. Manacal supervilhin the Green G

n had long been revealed

10 be Norman Osbhom, the father of Peter Parker’s best fnend Harry Osbormn. Like

most "-,7'!""-?""!)"'\ n Sp der-Man's world. Norman s up 10 no good athough he s a

successiul and wealthy fndustrishst, he e

es A legacy of wolence and anger foe he son,
Harry and Hary buckles under the pressure, becomng addicted 1o drugs

Norman s aware of Peter’s seoret identity, and he blames him for Hamy's condition
As the

Soider-Man rushes

r~

bim, he ladnaps Gwen and throws her from the Brooidyn Bodge

sto save herbuthe is ¢ ate and by the time he has fired 2 web
to catch her she has fallen too far to be saved The story left Gwen's fate in no doubt
her neck had snapped from the force of the fall Norman s kiled, but 2 & of ittle

olation 10 the bereft Petor

The death of Gwen was shocking 1o fars who had seen Peter’s relationship with her

grow, and this moment of tragedy informs every SpnderMan story gong forward The

fact that Peter was unable to save his own girifnend shows the termible strans of his great

responsbilty. As Conway put it, "Peter’s gnefl and anger over the death of Gwen Stacy

efore 1973

s more intense and pearvasive than amything we experenced n comics &

Lonal

Ionger, goes deeper, and has greater repercussons than any previous emao
b=l b 4 )

ect everyone around him, it transforms Peter’s

response. And it expands

.

refstiorshp with Mary Harry Osborn, even | jonsh jameson Peter’s gref s a

wound, ke true emotional wounds n real ife, that never ".,h,' heals"'"
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TIME

CREATOR SPOTLIGHT:

AN SLOTT

‘Since | was eight years old, writing Specer-Man has been my dream job,” adrmstted Dan

Slott.** ":)(nl‘ of the l';l'l.:(fﬁf-l UNNNG Wi ners on ccy.:‘ﬁfl-Ml" COIMCs, r.“.«" sorptea ‘;{n:‘V':.'

-

stories from 2008 to 201 B, shepherding the wall-crawler through some of the biggest
events n his hstory Dan gudied Peter Parker through farme, run, beartbreak and death
There 15 no writer who has taken S‘nf'"-r".u'l on quite such a far-reach Ng journey as
Dan has

Part of the reason for Dan’s longewvity writing stones for the character = that he
realses the range and depth of Spider-Man,""You can't just stick q;n:jq:’ in a box and say
he 5 a dark urban vigdante who swings through the night to fight crime. Or he's a jokey
super hera” explaned Dan "There’s 8 these dfferent things that make up SpidenMan
and all these different ways you can tell a Spider-Man story You see Mike Deodato
draw Spider-Man and that's a specific lond of Speder-Man and Humberto Ramos draws
him and that's a different kind of Spaden Man. There's something fun about that"™

Dan's run on Spider-Man s charactensed by bold and beilfiant ideas executed n a

way that made his titles the “must-have” comics. He has written nine of the top 100

bestselling comacs of the 2010z and continues to create a buzz arcund &very comic
~ :

he touches

One of the ’,hnh') that Dan ddn't expect about wnting ‘;p"-"’-f"x.u‘- 15 how much
Spidey would take over his day-to-day e, There are days where everything gets seen
through the SpuderMan filter first)” he explaned "Il Fm walking down the streets n
New York and | notice something, 'd go, Oh, how would Spider-Man deal with that!’ It's
a reflex muscle n the back of your head Or you read a news story. Something happens

an 20, "What ¢ that was Mysteno? When you do this for ten years, that's just the

way y w're wired" .
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pite studrg biophysics at

a break. D

or Peter Parker 1o

ad been urnable to make saence his ful-time career

some of the most advanced tech n the world

s Te ny Ol k. Reed R

roMma wrds and Hank Fym s really sayng

wWwihiidh N a worg
something, Made up of seven independent labs, Hornzon only has one rue if you're

ink, think bg! Horzon Labs s run by eccentne Max Model, a stence hero ©

stre '“"!:." beheves n geang his st all as much latitude as they need, say ng, It's

been my expenence that true genius doesn't punch
Peter at first, but Marla Madeon Jameson (Jameson's wife and prominent scientist and

4

x~hed for him. P

roLONCS expert) Jet with h

15 apphed use ¢
Spader-Man. At

¢ M P<
ARl e g

scientfic pancples which he'd learned from years of fighting wilains as

first, Peter’s job was semple — he had to come up with “the next big thing” every quarter
Peter was hred as one of Honzon Labs sever the Lucky

c

even, who were aliowed 1o create whatever they ¢ a5 2 was jor

the betterment of society These scientists, hawng no imt to thewr remit, created

nvenlions rar AL from an artficial substtute to vibranum, 1O 4 door thal opens ltL C*-l ,’ AUNT MAY ' -,(\ PETER, vOu
. ~ nE ey € e 2 B o A OU LATER | ' THERE'S ONCY ) MUSTNT. YOUR 4 ~.u
the next day! One of the Lucky Seven was revealed 10 be Mich: orbus, the v A - One
to the Gy L LLCKY VN WAS reveaicd 1o be hael Morbus, 1 | Aw TELL YOU ONE THING TO DO/ r_r/&.\'av_':. DREAMED
Living Vampere. This new role subtly altered the character of SpidenMan and how he e l’."" LVE GOT TO QUIT Qi OU BEING A "C‘LN”"?
: N NN SCHOOL AND GET /| SOME DAY YOU MUST |
4 CONTINUE YOUR

approached problems. As writer Dan Slott explaned at the

-~ \ . ] . /
\o;::’,‘;/l : . , STUOES! A

time. “With Peter’s job at '/

Horzon La vhen Spider-Man has a problem with a vilain, Peter Parker [can] come

wvith a stientific solution and then some peaceful apphcation for hs new tech - 5o

he can earn hs paychegue. He found a way 10 have the best Peter Parker and the

best of Spider-Man and have them work in tandem

The job suted Peter perfectly because he now had hes own private lab — a plice
to work n and store Spider-Man costumes The level of techne Oy and Magnabon n

Spider-Man costumes improved immediately: Spider-Man now sported an undetectable

stealth suf, amaznply strong our and a new SpidenGlider, Peter was

¢ 'nd a avilan purpose i "t Avenbocns the techno oRY betund the

sUt Was used to create new Nose-can "c*‘hrg !’u-.u‘,;‘-“v'r.r‘f. and the DuetDrnos

Armour became the bass for & saving beke helmet
)

Of course, prven the old Parker luck, his job dd not last for long
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