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Prince Sicgfried ventured further and further into the forest, the music from the
party fading bebind hine. The wind bispered throngh the leaves, fike sbared secrets,

and the binds coere singing their eoeming song.
At last Sicgfrie d came fo a vast shimmering lake, s r/cuu..’.u/ﬁ_y tall trees. Acress
the water A/r:',f;‘.'././ flock of clogant swans - the very birds be had wals iuu//.;-f.'_/l'rl(/'/
A feg/ri of soaichod them, the sum cast ifs fast rays ./-'l}\'l'.l."'. or the borizom,
and sunk from sight, the dark desce nding instantly. And as this kl,o,'\'u.'./, we of the
yeos rase wp, stretobed ifs wings and thrust ifs meck tocoands the sky. It turned once on
the spot, and then Sicgfried found bimself looking at the most beantiful young coman
r seen. Their eyes locked, and Sicg fried looked at ber in astonishment as the \

/’t' /'J. ¥
rest of the ssoans all underwoent the same transformaltion.
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The Prince wx

My m
I Aave all been put under a 5
srong to be broken. By day w

form by

oy fo break the spell, &

to ssoear bis love to me.” At this, sbe look

nee wishod desperateldy that el
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Surgfriond and Odrtie talbed all mighy. cochanging ihewr werier end \baring thvir dreams
for the future. Siegfried cosid foel bimielf foiting in bone, bt Oderve hept losding anurously
@t the sby, woalning for the rum 1 rise

At Sicg fried was abowi 1o depart, there was o swdden furry of loeves in the troes above
mq.ummc‘mhmhlub,plnp ’Nn.fu-pfu'da-nm“ﬂw.bu:*
Siying sbowt by shosdders like the wings of remme groat bird. He glossered at Prince Sicgfried
a5 be advanied wpoa hm.

“These reans are mine,” Rachbart grovwied. "1 would retwrn io your sastle, i | were you,
primcehing -

Na" shewted Siegfried. “These ave peaple, mot roans ~ bow can you bave done rech &
thing 15 theml! You are a wicked man. | will fight you ~ beve and news”™

“Den’t,” cried Odeste, pudling Sieg fried scoey. "You do nat bnews Rothdert's pooer!
And hevider, if axyibing were s Dappen 1o bim, wor would be trapped in this enchamtwent
Sorever.” .
Bt i it flin,” sk Siegfried. Such was bis flary at Rachbare, that be wandd W
bave dravom bis recond and duelled with the sorcerer had Odetsr's friends not intercemed
For seving the danger they were all in, they came betvooen the primce and the sorvever,
driving them apart by beating their long arms Kk wing: Ay Siagfried warched for Odetnes 7
S, B¢ sam’s first rays brode through the night. Arm droame fearbered wvag, 4‘\.1 wud
sadness tbe pirly changped back inte graceful roan:

I¢ bnd you, apain Odetre’” Sicg fried called, coen a1 the roans boat b o ay ’
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Horrified at bis mistake, Sicgfried burried from the ball
He found Odette weeping beside the rusbes of the lake, surrounded
by ber friends,

“Please forgive me,” begped Sicgfried. "I thought it woas you at
the ball . AU my thoughts were of you.”

Odette looked up at the Princes earnest face, and saw the pain
coritten acrass it. She Anew be was bonest — it had been & mistake,
notbing more than a terrible mistake.

T forgive you, " she said. “But we can never be together now

*There must be something we can do,” said Siegfried

At that moment, Rotbbart appeared, full of rwagger and
confidence, with Odile close bebind bim. Rotbbart stepped forwards
threatemingly, but be bad underestimated the fury of Odette and
the swans. The sum was beginning to rise, and the ywans’ transformation
bad begun. Before it could complete, they rwept tovwards the sorcerer in an angry flock,
drivimg bim back, back tocoards the lake. Sicgfried, too, was on bis feet, rage pulsing through bis
veins. He grabbed the mearest object —a branch from the woods — and thrust it at Rothbart
The branch glanced off the sorcerer’s side and fell with a splash into the lake.

“You fool, " laughed Rotbbart. "I am unbarmed, you see?”

drifted sis

the ground. Then
“Whats bappening?” cried Rothbart
The seoan’s wbite feathers were falling away from their Embs, while a flurry of feathers

wrapped Rothbart and Odile in a furios

and a single black swan
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