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At last, the day of the princess’ sixteenth birtbday arrived. She aweke
mb.uﬁuwltbmhcw-wwmm»gﬁrlhm_
Mptkﬁvﬁucwwmwﬁmtﬁnmm
cautle) shandoned wing. There she reamed silent bells, corridors lined with
ancient books and secret passageways sbe bad never walled before.

Shuﬂ‘qﬁrtqhmgﬁrmdﬂ*mbmaum
fower, & narrow siaircase winding up towards a room at the top. In the middle
(&mbﬂulﬂk“amdiwumwﬂu‘
whirring wheel. It spun round and round, as the woman’ foot tapped up and
down, The princess bad never seen such a thing before.

“What} that?” she avked.
The old woman anscocred, A spindle, to make thread to weave into

Aeautifud dothes.”

“Can I try itT" asked the curions princess.

“Yes, 45" replied the old woman.

Tk[r'::m“cdhhbwq'tk:ph&.daﬂw

She bad pricked ber finger on its sharp point.

Instantly, Ber eyes clased. She reayed, then sank onto the bed, straight into a
decp slecp, just as the seventh fairy bad promised.

And when the princes; fell aslecp, s0 did cveryone else. Slecp spread over the
castle like a warm soft Mlanket. The king and the queen, their servants, and the
cook — just arrived bome from their errands — all fell aslecp. The borses in the
stables, the dogs, gecse and bens in the yard, the pigeons on the roof and cven
the flics om the walls all sicpe. The fires in the fircplaces died dowom, food stopped
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Av 1 castly dops, the forest arvend the costle awolbe. Decp roots of sak, ash, and vim
wresbed dovn (nto the vartd, —lpmmwydqm
trnarids the ramhipht. An enchanited (hichet of radating briavy sprang wp 1o AUl tde spaces
Iersven the branches and tree trands, covered wird sbarp therns Nbe Aivie beives and bavd
Nack buds, but ve flyesers.

Onvr time, the briavy grewe Npher and tdicker, tangling tagesber Mv a green-brewn wed,
wnrid ewen the flag that bung from the Kghew turvet of the castle woau bidden froom vie,

Thme spocied ot ke & long golden thread Rusmvurs, legends and stories rpread

thvrvagd thv land: & siveping castlc bebind an enchanted forest and, inside,

@ slreping Meowty wnder 8 hundred-yecr-long speil In those

legemds, princes and brave expiorery came and tried s forcs

thvir ey througd the thorns. Bus the tharns beld faut

togreber fiks clasped bands.

A young bry who lrved nearby warned all wie

passrd: “Brosare! Maony an explorer subo goes inte

Owe Aundred yoars passed. That boy becasae
solh & family of s ovm. Oulay.:’&ldlt;.b;ru:o;
mw-,xm-ummn.m~wwm
grendchildren, a prince from omatber country rade by Hearing
l&m:&pﬁmumwlnnyml-lnl.o‘u-u
rkﬂm)dmmummﬁnﬂjl&m

Wht&ﬁmmﬂawqmguhmmt&l«h
shadrwt ever bim. mwww:.mwmmm
Sut they grose hack busice as thich, surreunding bioe. Thorns pricked
bvnfmnwyldfﬂhlhrpcb\s&hl&ﬁcxblu.umand
cxtring as fast as be coudd

Thenm = just as the privce began te tive = tbe thorns suddenly
Muhuuw&qumnmmww
tbe time s right. Before the prince’ emazed eyes, every bud
"ﬂmhrlharhmlmn%uujrdmmndl&hwn

b ﬁ:nén.rrhd The prince sheatbed bis record and
“ w’ > _\'{mrf.rh»@rbuﬁrmajw
.

L %/ wrds the slecping castle.
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Laugbing and talking like old friends, the princess and prance descended
the stains from the old tovoer to greet the king and queens. The prince was
invated to stay, and gladly accepted In time, H\-_rn.-r.'.luhlp betsoeen the parr
leepened into true love And 35, in that kingdem of sunsbine and birdsong

and flotwers, the princess and prince went on fo lrve happily ever after
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