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Behold, every stop on the grand voyoge aheod! Pack your bags for
an adventure over land and seq, from the depths of the earth 10
the pecks of mounicing ~ and from this world 16 the nex...

THE LIGHT WE SHINE ©

SOULFUL
CELEBRATIONS

Here's where (ond when| the dead meet the living: DIA DE LOS e
the days we devote 16 them, the rites we perform, aockros 0
the food we cook and the ways we remember. =

™ CRYPTS, TOMBS
& CATACOMBS

Light your lantern lor o walk among the tembstones,
Delve deep, dig, and discover the beauty and the
troasre of laying the dead 16 rest,

@D xosawrosic
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3 APTERLIVES

Discover the encient myrhelogies of cur distant
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THE LIGHT
WESHINE .

Decth. Ir's one of the scariest words we know, often tled 1o bad mews. As we live,

others, we inevisably encounter death.

When someone’s fime ends, it can feel ke that's all there is: an ending. Like a ightbelb
switched off, leaving us in the dark - except, of course, we aren’t lightbulbs. The light we

cast nover dims. It keeps bouncing around, reflecting, warming, llumincting, long ofter
we’re gone. Our lives shine outward, beyond ourselves. We glow on.

To grieve a life gone by ks, in its way, a privilege, even though it hurts and feels heavy.
It's @ testament 1o how much they meant to us, that they can leave so great and big a
hole. It is owr luck 1o have lived alongside them, and fortunately for us, we get 10 keep
the very best parts of who they were: their actions, their words, their stories. Those who
remain behind look after those things, and we find ways to preserve them.

We honour them with festivals, parades, and gatherings where we share and perform
our feelings, year on year. We safeguard their remains, building monements and
mackers. We tell stories of what they did and where they might be now. These stories
ocho, radiate and evolve - offering comfort to those whe need them. We oct, we build,
we narrate, and through it oll, remember.

Humans have been living and dying seme 300,000 years, and we show ne signs of
stopping. Through all that time, in every comer of the world, we've found ways to keep
the dead with us, knowing that one day we'll lake our place among them.

This book is a guide to some of these places, those practices and the stories we tell to
keop them dose. Here is where the dead live.

Welcome, Reader, and breathe easy: they’ll be so glad 1o see youl
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SOﬂLPIIL
CELEBRATIONS

There’s no schedule for death, bt doesn't core about the time of day, the doy of the
week or the month on the calendar. It comes and goes os i pleases. Sur ro live is 1o
mind the clock ~ we have things 10 do, places to be and fime 1o keep....

So how do we confront something so unstoppable? We tell ir, as fiemly as we can, this
is your fime. We mark space in our yeor to face it, speak 10 it, roge and weep oround i,
or laugh, sing ond dance 1o celobrate the lives the dead kved. We gather 1ogether - or
s quietly apern ~ 1o think on it ewhile. And then, becouse we're still here, we carry on
with whot we have 1o do: live.

ey sl

Whether ancient or modern, religious or secular, nectly every culture arcund the
world sots time aside in their calendar to honour the dead — and, more often then not,
sorves up a marvelloes fecst 1o nourish cwr o3, In this chopter, you'll discover
some of these tradisions ~ their similarities and differences ~ and from thels welcoming
practices, perhaps find now ways of your own to give time to those you miss.

Before wo uncover where the dead rest, ler's start amaong the living and ot our most
alive. Dress up, mask up, paint your foce! Pick up your instruments, ploy for your
friends, pon poems for your famdy! Stomp joyfully through the streets — step sofily
through the groveyord. We're off 1o vise the dead - but don't worry, they're expecting
us. After all, this is o tradition. We do it every year,

\
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SAMHAIN

Originally o Goelic festival in ancient Ireland, Sambain (pronocunced :
sah-win) meaning ‘Summer’s End” was traditionally observed around SUMI'IBR'S END

15t November by pagan communities. Though ‘pagan’ was once used : X
as an insult for non-Christians, & is now embraced with pride. Paganism % ) 3
takes many forms, but often celebrotes liminal spaces (places in- R _' o . 3 lv S > \ ) GATHER THE HARVEST
between) such as bridges, shorelines or the year's end. On Samhain, . i S RO S et y . A Samhain happers arcund harvest 'me whos

friends gather 1o ward off the cold, light away the darkness, and sing ‘ Ty 8 y o - ¥ food it pleetiful. crops are ripe, crimals ore
of death as simply a change in the soul's season. - mosku: Al kot powor shift ) . -~ ' grown In he paw, pecple woukd socrifice

vastock with the harvest, bt the only offering
nowodays Is sefing o plawful of food on a
shrine for $e deod to sharel Bring clong fresh
homemode 00ds and brewed otinks ke Sicer

o mecod 0 he'ln cook P O locnd

LIGHT THE WAY

w

WILD NAGIC

If you chance upon o Somhain celebration in the wilderness, you'll cllow the howating

sound of devms and pipes 1 o grond lredance of animals and mythicol createres:

pogaons in handerofled costemes of natural moterials with blozing, swisging ropes and
7 ? ~ sticks. You might see a costemed Cailleach telling toles of warring gods or leading chants.
;’;{", ¥ Elsewhere, anflered deerpeople carve hefty vegetables info spooky lanterns, warding
nf":’[ \ off el spirits. 1§ this ol scwnds o litde fomilior, you should know Sombaia was the root of
t;“ J ancther festival: Hallowe'enl
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THE HUNGRY = S iy (S AREE
GHOST FESTIVAL SrE

A driving idea behind the Hungry Ghos Festivel is that the efrerkfe is
mwch ke our own: sometimes 1f NGgs run ot and you need 1o go
shopping. Cn this day, spirits return home 1o stock wp and reconnect 0
with famidy. Whie net all spirits are friendly ~ especially when hungey
this festival bums warm and bright 1o soothe those who have

possed awoy ond all of us still kicking around

| .4

2 TR/ '\, PLAYING WITH FIRE
MANY MOONS AGO '

R {hiar
S0NOIad In Bucanis! and oois

~o :;urn'; 5] rtv:n’-‘ o

rning fronsSorms tf

and wsad by tho spirh

SNACKTIME

Famikes set cut fovourite foods
and drinks for the ghosts
oy axpect to visit. Thase are
clecnd cutside the house, by
e gote or of the roadside,
wometimes circled with chok for
protection (from both pecple
ond wandering spirits!). A smell
gap is it in the cirdde 1o ot the
1oty reach their hea's

o the decd Lrow which
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY e © AWARNWELCOME

While All Salats’ Day ks about the saints, All Sculs’ Day dedicales

’ #me o those fomily members and friends no longer with us. Aller
. : : graves cee swepd clear of cutumn leaves, fomil ¥ the woy fo
v 2h - the souls of the deparied with rvmerces condies ond offerings of
\ :

wroaths and fowers. These carelul pre s crecte a homelke
As avtemn settles over the heart of Europe, a time of reflection ' . Y e gy owegiving almosphere lo the celebration, making swe any
and remembrance draws near in Poland. The chill of the season ’ - B : . thoughts of the dead are cast In a friendly light
signals thot the dead are on their way. Ir's fime 1o stock up on - N
candles, take up your brush and sweep the graves of loved
ones because these heartfelr days of remembrance bring
overyons home - living or deoad

DAY TO DAY

Ever since the Catholic Cheech got wind of this
holiday In 835 CE, 15t November has marked
All Saints’ Day [Wizyskich Sw ptych] while
ovembaer s All Souls’ Doy [Dzien
W)l Belore that, All
same job dafing be
CE. However, even before Christionity
he holiday wos cbserved
sibires o8 Dziody
slcthers’), showing that its
pco 30 Polish culure Sredctes
xdern borders of foth -~ and
will probably cutiast theexl This one
beats in the pulse of the lond

TRAFFIC WARNING
All Sents’ Dey 't meant to
be celebrated just wherever you
hoppen to be. t's Sme 1o go home
Roods across Poland grind 1o o
helt e famifies make eveey offent 1o
recsite, ond everyone gets the day
off work. ¥ & clwo on opporiunily
for beliovers %o romember saints
ond martyrs hroughout history
and for oll families o begin the
wekoma work of Nading 1o

the souls of loved ones

?e

Old rles tol thot cece pecple howe made their offerings ond retumed
home 1o the Iiving, the dead have thel own festivities 1o cttend.
Want to know what happans there? Nat In this Ifesme!

" MINDYOUR OWN BUSINESS

‘
-t

”



LOOK LIVELY

f you N n't have a ¢

- GAI }ﬁTRA

In the mensoon rains of the Kathmandu Valley, Nepal, everyone's out
1o see the cows ~ or someone dressed as a cow. They 're strolling
right through town, bright ond colourful, helping recently departed
souls in thels journey ro the cfteride. For Gai Jatra [Festivel of the
Cows) marks the changing of the seasons, the folling of the rain,

the replansing of rice — and the return of the dead

”

s quine -‘-'rv'*;'?’. cro™ a oo rﬁr

or your child ond send them

oul inslecd Mo wak in the perace

AROYAL SEND- OFP

B i sold e Gal Jora be

A\ —

17th cent ury, with K --;"'::".f~'.'-: -]

ond his wile mourriag e

ROUND AND AROUND

While many festivals repect tha some rivals year
on year, presorving costumes and props for revse,
anything cratied for Gal Jatro I3 esuclly ssmporory

and dspored of allerwords, Masks and costumes ore
remode, pertormances reimagined: o reminder 1o ease
our grip on cur ailachments and 1o oliow curseives o

lat go. The cows march on in Sotal Breedom: umethored Yo
this earthly realm and all the more workyy of colebraticn.

.-\_g »n
T - T AT T
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FOLLOW THE LEADER

® Cows ore sacred here. And 10 is the belef i reincarnation fcoming bock

from the dood in different Beforms), This eacoweages o beed with ol of
tatws. Durisg Gal Java, itis soid thet the doors 10 $e Hindu heavealy reclm
of Svarga open wide ond, by holding on 1o the talls of cows, the souls of the
deod con enter Svorga directly and be released from $e eorthly realm.



D I A D E L 0 S '~ /3 ' SWEET REMENMBRANCE
- posy-aumdpddsardvise i

drink ploced at ther grave. A sweet brecd colled pan

¢ de muerso [breod of the deod) ond the presentation
‘ of coloveras de axzicar (wgor skuls] symbolise he
iwoe! romembrance of kved cres who have poised

THE DAY OF THE DEAD

Originating in the andient territories of modern-day Mexico,
Dia de los Muerios is o two-day festival in November, marked
by Its colourful, worm, and generous attitude to death and
the dead. Combining pre- Hispanic and Casholic rites 1o form
an idensity of its own, contemporary celebrations of Dia de
los Muertos ronge from energetic parties and parudes in
urban centres o calmer processions, family feasts and
collective gravesite visits in the countryside. Here,

the dead are not grieved but wekomed home!

o@\

3

LACALAVERACATRINA

The iconk Lo Calavera Caring (The Begarne Stull)
ombodios this fostval’s view of the vivacious and
welcoming deod. While her modetn design was
created by kastrator José Posoda i 1910 [her
beres don't lock a day ever 1004, this dashing
dame descends from the mythic Mickicocihodt,
queen of the Aztec underwerld, Hayieg spant
oternity collecting the bones of the deod for gads
of crection, s only iiting ot s recelved o
rebirth of her own jand a nice big hot

FAMILY, FRIEND, OFRENDA o\ TELLING TALES

Livieg friends o¢ relctives crece an ofrenda [cffering ¥ you think your most embarrassing fond

d"Pbﬂ 12 honour and remember those thay've lost ‘ . v 5 endearing) quirks will be forgotten once you die
Photos and memantos of thelr loved cnes cre surmosnded \ S o - $ink ogainl Everyone loves the colavera liveraria

by gifts, candles and garlosds of fragrant cempasdehd! [ierary shull), whare riends and relatves wrile

(morigoid], welcoming %e deceased back 1o the living ¥ N -/ and recd cloud fond mencries of the dececsed -

world and reminding them thoy are never forgotien . { N . making suro no ome forgets their funnies folies ond
N silioy folbles. Alive or deod, nobody's perfoct!
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: il;jamuddmndbymbubday, i's only
th them. Cowrie shells ratfle, beads and cloth Butier ond shoke,

For generations, communities have preserved their
culsurol bonds ond memories through rituals,
performances and celebeations, honded down aver
sime, Unsurprisingly, mony of these traditions have
foded or been lost over our 300,000-year history.
However, in modern-day Mali, some communitios

fiorcely protect their encestral spir#ual heritage by
keeping it ofive and shoring #t with others.

LASTING POWER

W, MAsks ware corvea

for a single use and then retired
with every conce toctur ng *osh
foces. Nowodays, the conhs and
rore marials needed Yo create
MOS MOan Mmany one repcined

ond rejuvenated for matiple uses
Now or old, these mosks hold desp
sgnficance, connecing ®e liv q

o He wpkitval workl, guiding the
cead 1o the cMadite ond maintainiag

L 1] 2 -
% é&',\ﬁw!ﬁ//’

har=o ¥ wie Ne community

MASKED MEANING

For the Dogon communities of Mall, woodan
and woven masks ore a big port of e Dama
titual, which marks the end of mowrning

for elders who have possed away. Thero's
Q recson dame mecns Torbidden’; socred
rives demand socred rules. Held avery 3-10
yeors during the dry season (Ageil 1o May)
e Dama can last for weaks. Masks show
overything from peopie ond animals
10 objech in Dogon e, with dosic
designs like butfclo and hares il
popular - hough moders ones
nchude touwrists with camercs o ; 4y 75 g . masky growing Gonger
oven cirplanas! The mashed doncers
pothorm on the rooMons of e
hovses of the deceasad % honow
Fowe who have passed ond help

1 spin® move Y the aherlile

y‘,: 5 '\'* /1 y i 1 ' 1 ‘!.,
- - 1 3 S0
: c‘%‘ : .\I. LA
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g ey
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E L BI'I BNT AL g by FIRE AWAY
firting, then, that these elements also correspond 10 the Thea's o boauty in scotering e

fowr rraditional ways we lay our bodies to rest: burial, ashes of o loved cne In o place hey

sinking, burning and exposure. We've come up with o *® ":““ ond o "”t" ~g e % journay

few now ones lately, like turning ashes into diamonds “ 0w m"""'“‘ ;::""” ";
a o, OF e vow Iwn © Q. 1Re

or planting them with trees, bet let’s cover the dassics. river Gonges in India §s @ scicred a1t

%o tha Mindu laith, which ako proctises
cremation [burning the bedy], and so
has bocome parhaps the most famous
walorwoy ko the cabes of Se

dead to fow from ife

>

J tu

S

GROUND CONTROL

UJ}‘ l ”m v HF

l )HIFA ‘0ol
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»
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WAVE GOODBYE N

Since the human body is 70 por cont water, a waler berial )
fosls liko the most natweal way fo go. The challange, howaver,
It $hat water koves 1o move thingt orownd - of wath $ings
i bock - 10 hivioeicolly o burial would Invelve costing o boat
' down a flowing river or dropping o weighted body into deep
wotar, Tise the tide right and @' on elegent ending, which is
probably why it’s making o comebock. Stes like the Neptune
Mamorial Reef in Florida now cffer esarnal rest in the warery
doop, wrrounded by corol

AIRING 0uT

DOy 10 remain axposed! 1o Ma wiki might

sound scary, but avery other living ¢ '
Exposure burlal Invelves placing a be Wside, whare

weoather ond wildl u.jﬂr,‘-r".-o.'.,.'.:.:mr\ n

tirnas past, followees of the Zeeocatrian foith in lran bui

vay! towers of sileece’ whore the L--l‘y was Y on o

for the sus, wind, cnd birds 10 scavenge, with the benes

aventualy folling into pis below

2 . 3
i i) s i : : | .
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CRYPTS, TONB
& CATACONBS

Set aside your foncy shoes and lace vp something sturdier - there's tricky
ground ahead, in every sense. What we’re about to witness isn’t always pretty.

Of cowrse, it's noural for the living 1o avoid looking directly of death. We soften

it and say someone has ‘passed away’ or ‘dearly departed” to another realm.
Spiritually these ideas offer comfort -~ and we’ll look into destinations of the soul in
the next chapter ~ but what we‘re about 16 cover here is the procsical reclity of what
hoppens to a body after death. The spaces we make for them. The art we craft for
them. The work we do to care for them.

From the seaside cemeteries of perished pirates 1o cryptic catacombs, from
mountaintop mausoleums fo cities collapsing under the weight of their dead, we're
about to go on a global tour of some of the most fascinating, poignont ond bizorre
places where people have been laid to rest - or disturbed from it

When our time comes, we'll likely end up somewhere the living con visit - and so they
will, year after year - until the generations roll on and our nomes wear away on their
markers. But one day, far in the future, someone might stumble upon us: a curious
archoeologist armed with a spade 1o pick through our bones, sift through what's left in
our pockets and uncover the stories we left behind. Nene of the people we're about to
meet figured they'd end up here in this book, so who knows what adventures might be
in store for us after we're gone?

Allin oll, archaeclogy reminds us that death is for from on ending. 5o grab your
gloves, tie your bootlaces, ond light your lorches: there are places 1o go, people 1o seel




XUNANTUNICH

Should a secret 1aken 10 the grave remain buried? Imagine i's 2016, and you're in the
steamy forests of Belize, corefully excavating the lost Mayo city of Xunantunich

As you scrub dirt from whot you think are hillside steps, it becomes clear this is

no erdinary hill - you've uncovered an ancient royal pyremid romb! As you

gently unearth the vast, vaulted burial chamber, you find the bones of what

oppears to be o middle-aged man. Nearby, two enormous stone panels

Rank the steirwey of the pyramid. With this discovery, you've just

unravelled a mystery no one ever expected 1o solve.

(Zeven

sone ponels, which formed o grand

Xilw Chan Chaohk, wonted revenge - ond

forcibly remaved the corved victory panels!
s t,

o4

WAR CHEST

The upside 1o a tomb collapaing Is that $he dirt does o pretty good job of
protecing $e areloch Inside. Among the boses, orchoeclogiats found
obsidicn blades, carved animal bones, 34 jars, remnants of o jaguor cope,
and secshel jewellory. This rich colecicn led researchess 1o beliove the
tomb belonged 1o a royol male warrior of the Snakehecd Dynasty, guarding
b fomilys legocy. Howaver, DNA analysls revealed the bones

belonged 1o 0 woman « which led o o fontastic possbility

CAUTIONI

OIG W PROGRES
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KOMASH
SHUQOAFA

Welcome 10 Alexondria, the Egyption wellspring of
civissation. When talk turns to the Wonders of the
World, you might hear Alexandria praised for its vas
library, lost to fire centuries ogo, but while the lving
lost their culrural archive, the decd kept theirs safe
uvnderground. So safe, in fact, that the whole place
lay forgotien in the sandy earth until 1900, when

e donkey fell through the ceiling... '

‘\'\" /W.Q‘ ,.g ;4.'

\v L..J...L’:‘u . A'

HORSING AROUND

The do

oy was &

SETTLING IN

A vast spiral sialrcase wiads down Inko the depths of the calocomb, but bex DOING THE DISHBS

krweced down the centr coe 8 } . sheomed fomid rber . ) Kom ash Shuggala means ‘The Mound of Shards’, o name inspired by the vast number
v ’ J 4 S Q

given s w»f} agk: b e coltin it iedricc Y i carvings, eoch conkiining o memmiBed b : - / : of ceromic plo bowls ond jors shatlered cbowe ground Aher vaking food and d ink o

With their ] ir bodies dri ! thea suffed and wropped, 0 mummified corpse ‘ S 9 s - s offerir w with the dead ~ the poliery was seen o3 Ialnded ¢ andoned

was thoroughly tec 1 o afteride " 3 on the way home. Waslehulf Maybe. Bet lat's see you eat off o catocomb bowl. [Please don'tl)
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THE PARIS
CATACOMBS

Whea the famous French cuthor Victor Hugoe wrote “he who
contemplates the depths of Paris is seized with vertigo”, it is likely
he hod the city’s catacombs in mind. This underground network
of tunnels ond chambers boasts six milllon residents, a number
far greater than the living population! So, what's with all the
skeleton tannels? Well, the first thing 1o know is that urbon

living usually reswlts in a whole lot of urban dying...

EN MASSE

In the ke 1 B centery, Porls sat above o honeycomb of cellors,
enals, quarries and sewoge systems dug info marshy soll ond the
limesione below. This wnatable fovndation posed an evergrowing
danger fo a rapidly expanding city. In 1774, disaster siruck: 300
meires of the city collapsed inso G massive 20mebe-deep sinkhole.
The location® Rue d'Enfer - oplly nomed "Hell Street’. A few years
e In 1780, o restouront owner necr Sciaislanccents, he cily's - = \
oldest cametery, popped down 1o his cellar ko find cne wall missing - : \
- and a crowd of unexpecied ‘guests’ just dylng 1o get In. t "

S e TETE-A-TETE
PPDY VS knspired by the Roman cotacombs of the secoad centwry, bodies

..'_',..'v‘: were ploced into disesed quarries on the edge of the city (now of
f"?q"“ the heart of modern Paris). Laler, rencwned engineer Héricart de
ol

Thury oversaw the amangement of the bones Into dense archilectural
designs, keen 1o wie the remaing both proctically and arfistically. To
presarve the memory and history of the dead, he hod stone signs
carved communicaling e origin of e serrounding bones,

T e .":-"'I
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BON VOYAGE
g Lo X1 nw o o ws ey rogg e cy dows PIECE DE RESISTANCE
8~ 3 ' 50 In 1785, he ordeced the dead 1o gt up and get cut. For Saints- Opened 1o the public In 1809 as the Poris Musicipal Ossucry, the Gothic mood of 19h<aniury Eurcpe
LSS O e ) T nmocents, this meant digging deep Info gassy, rollen grownd and transformed this underground storage solution info the holest tourist ficket in France ~ and It's sl open
Hmv°¢w 7 i hauling the dead up into covered carts every night for over six months. today! Here, the dead have encovntered for maore of the living than they ever would have above ground.
AT e . Wit similor projects soon dismoniling cemelteries across the city, Porls The sign above the enirance 1o the bose chambers says “Stopl This Is the Empire of the Dead’ ~ a reminder
"-"."’-P':. - o " reclised that modera problams occasicaally call for ancient sobtions. .. that the deparied have not been removed from the <y but rewarded with o place of their own.

FTTRCE



OKUNOIN 7 W ,_‘“:,“.*?FAYY.*_*F“??
SANCTUARY 28 R =

We've climbed 1o a high plateau in Jopan’s Ki mountain range,
o swacred ploce known as Koyosan, Nestled within mesty,
thousand-year-old woodlands, 1 thrives in the cool shodow of
the mountains ~ tranquil by doy and ghostly by might. Ar s
heart §es Ckunein, a revered sanctuary. Though # may lock

liko o cometery, Okunoin is more of a pilgrimoge for those

who wish to pay their respects

FOLLOW THE LEADER

.

W’:*f. 3 4',

BLUR THE LINE

Nat .:c-:. o

ERNAL LIGH

3 e Dy menancy
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. DARGAVS

Imagine yourself in I7th-century Ossetia, nestled in southeastern Europe,
and you've just follen victim to the plagwe. With 90 per cent of the local
population wiped out, your chances of survival are near to none. But whoe
happens when you're caught between Be and death ~ too far gone for the
living, yet not quite ready for the grave? Careful now. This tale is chilling.

THEVALLEY OF DEATH

Wak a hidden path leough loweeing hills ond you will find
a walchiower rising from the wild, guarding near 100 white

crypis perched oa o hill Between the 14th and 186 centurles, —

10,000 bodies wese kain 1o rest here - nobody knows why
but we do know many who ealered weren't dead yet... ’

G B i iz B
TAKE IT TO THE GRAVE

The burig procices of pioy are nol enlteely

L] G

A K

34 boor no burden Yo share Seir

¢ falls %0 s 10 presecve, profect

h, 10 remomber ogoinst the

By iscloting the sick, this practce helps prevert the _ -: ’ ; ,. i e o. Speck of whatever goes

* spread of disare and. in the worst cases, anssrer
that If e cannat be saved, deat con af leayt be

- OF NONG Moy hear its poss ng

comtcined. Hare, ol tcles tel of infected pecple
soaling thamsalves into thei family cryptond
waiting for the end - o sacrifice showing




DEAD MEN SAILING b
In w'::r We Row refer 1o as the Golden Age of Firocy : IKBANDON SH[P

|16505-17205), pirates were soliors who hod o

overtheown thele caploin (o crime known ca mubisy) AL g
ond sailed oway 1o cock and steal from other 1 of on
ships (phocy). Both crimes could corty wevece y

punishrants if prrotes were cought. Well aware ; op ] |
of the risks, pirctes flew red or block Fogs . pivos

. ‘ , d los pity the in = liy Ro
Set sail to the tropicol island of Sainte -Marie, just off the coast of Madagescar, I‘:T_j :"‘,. ch_‘; ’:_:_ .:r:::;":' Jolly Roge,
and at low tide, stroll across to the smaller, wilder Isle of Saint-Pierre. Secret, IR ,_.,,w,' ‘h;:; w’:'h
plundered, sun-boked and broken, this is where the bones of lowbreckers and a Bt 1o S death

wavewanderers rest. Adrift in life ~ now settled at lost. Forget what you've been
told: these dead men have tales 1o tell.

- 2 N S
’.".‘,... ll'k:-‘

WEIGH ANCHOR

In 1690, notoricus pircte,
muwderer and shave troder
Adam Baldridge established

o roding post on SalnfeMarie
Ha outpost Beived until 1697,
when he necrby Malagasy
pecple razed It to the ground,
feecing Baldridge 1o flee. Shortly
cftoe, Edword ‘Utle King' Welch
founded a new seftiemant nearby
- porfect foe piroies fo dock,
repair ships, build new ones,
unkood reaswre, fight over if, stecl
It, ond live free boyoad the low

40

BLOW THE MAN DOWN

The cemetery on SaintPlerre is thought 1o hald 1 500 bodies,

but only about thirty headstcnes remain. Conturias of storms,
cyclones and soil ercsion havwe destroyed every woodan or corol
grave marker, leaving ondy the hordler ones 1o survive. Among fem,
some Wil becr visible pirote symboh ke ®e skl oad crossbones

BURIED TREASURE

Seizing ¥easure is cre thing. Spending #? Well, iy visiting o bank with o stiolen haul of riches

spices and jewels! Ussurprisingly, legonds obound of unspent recsure buried wherover pirates mode

kendial, Even Coptain Kidd daimed %o have burled loot, bt cely o forw load bart were ever forad

on SaisteMarie, Rumowrs 1oy he was boried here sitting upeight but Kidd wos '-c-ge-d in londen, his
corpse displayed cvee the Themes untd hia bones fel inko the soltwater bolow, A pirate’s burial after ol

&
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AKIN G THB ey sl TURNING THE BONES
> Pk iyabed uneas n one
NMMN’Or‘MmMQM’ m:':‘ol:;.m”ml on

you'd expect it to stay there. Death marks the proctice of Famodihana, or ‘e turming of the -
end of its purpose, right? Wrong. Archaeclogical bones’, holds o deeper significance. Proctitoners
discoveries have revealed entire cultures through bolave ot the 1oul caly tuly departs e body
burial artefacts, and sometimes cemeteries when it’s fully decompoted. So after o yeor
simply run out of space. But there are plenty o 30, they dig up thelr loved coes, weth and
more reasons 1o unearth a corpse. Let’s dig inl redrass the remaining bones in becutifd clofn
and silis, and rebury fem for good. I¥s really
the second holf cf the funercl, and kighlights

a loving openness %o caring for the deod
boyoad the ead ol theit time

THE RESURRECTIONISTS 24

It's 1820 In smoggy, gothk Edinburgh, and the dead of Greytrian Kirkyard oren't
slaying put. Why¥ To earn heir scrgecn’s Scence, medical studeats needed to dissect
three bodies each. By law, anly executed criminals could be dissecied ~ and thare
weren't encugh of them. So fuseral bells sterted scunding dke a business opportunity
a fresh corpse could sell for £7.-9 [obowt £900), Enter e “resurrectionists’ who risked
the nocse by digging wp graves under cover of dorkness. Fearful locaks started to bury AT
thoir relotves under iron baors, stone slabs or even in coges. Cthers set up swmoll guns
on Fipwitis 10 fire on any woddbe gravecobbens!

T — )

—— - ¢
d““:-{‘ (fv.,fzh .

- gy
CRACKING THE CASE .
For most of human history, e vichim of @ murde didn't hove e chance 1 bring their bller
1 justce, Howover, advances in focenic anclysis hove aliownd invsigatan 1o idensfy aven i
the ancles of troces ket betind, Many cold coues have been sclved years kot by ehuming
1he body and uncovering crucial evidance such as skin cells vopped under fingernalls or
docomposed bones revealing o hidden cowe of death. This evidence has led % the conviction
of thase responsble, allowing the dead lo hove o #nal say Fom beyond the grave




| ANCESTRAL
 AFTERLIVES

So far, we've journeyed through the known werld, exomining the dead on our home turf
We've celebeated spirits in our communities. We've visited where their bodies lie. But we
have yet to take the next step: to ask what might come after. The guestion is simple. The

anywor? Infintely complex

Countless belief systems have groppled with this mystery, each casting #s own light
through a prism of understanding. These beliefs have brought as much hope as fear, os
mwch peace as war. They are delicate and socred ~ both deeply personal and profoundly
social, as oll beliefs are

The myths and legends we're cbout 1o explore are older than most, but ne less important
than modern beliefs. Over time, much hos been lost in translation or reshoped by
velé:.ng bJ' 'hl' essence cndumt. “\C‘c o'hcl Wo'k’lr klndi are guY’lcfcd "O"’ dlvurw
cultures ~ many have curious overlops, even when told thousends of miles {and years)
apart. All have ployed a role in the coltural beliefs, imoginations and behaviours of our
modern world,

We're venturing past the known and into dream. Go easy. These stories ore as old as
lhcy come end, 1o feel their ugniﬁconu.-, we mus see them lhrough the eyes of those whoe

believed in them, shaped by werlds and chellenges for removed from our own.

Kur, Hades. Duar. Xibalba. Yggdrasd. Eoch of these names ence corried the weight of
countless hopes and fears, just os redl as ours are todey. Seldiers reassured eoch other
that their fallen friends thrived in Elysium. Philosophers mulled over the scoles of Osins,
wondering f their hoorts would belance against o feather. Kings and craftspeople, rich
and poor, listed supplies 10 be buried with them ro combar the Lords of Xibelba. For each
afserlife, consider the tricls of daily survival that might have inspired them

Ir's time to step beyond the known. More than anywhere we've seen so far ~ beyond
bone, after ash — this is where the dead live

g e el g S~
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The Sumerian civilisation ruled from the cry of Sumer
across Mesopolomia [an area now covering southern
lrag| over 5,200 years ogo. Renowned for their rich
literary culture, the Sumenans recorded their stories
by writing on cloy tablets. Time has tumbled those

1o pieces, but careful reconstruction can give
priceless glimpses into their world. Welcome to
Kur, the most mysteriows chrerlife arcund!

0UT OF RANGE

The Sumerion word hur refers 1o mountaing, ond fe
lergost mownto'n range loomed fo the east of Sumer.
Unreachable, unknowcoble, usinhobizoble ~ #e pecfect
place for spirits 19 dwell. Or 10 the Sumacians belleved
Yo, whes e divkeet peaks ware sxpkered, 1o such
otheeworldy place was discovenad. The answee fo this myswry?
Kur, the Mountom of the Deod, must axis in another reaim,
cocessible only through a mystcal jcurney between life and death.

WW/\///

g PINDING YOUR WAY

The Sumericns buried their deod bt ey
belioved the grove was merely o skarfing point
Verious routes followed - oll leading 1o Kur, the

reaim of the deod. Archosclogats have found
maodel ships and cheriols in graves, hinting
at o debate: was the journey there by woler

o band? Sumerion tcles describe dfecent

f paths: rudging over monkiond, wading

s S e frough reedy rivers, ond crosing desolale
S landscopes, Whether walking, salleg
\ o nding, e lond of decth strexched for
beyond te earthly mauntains. Whaotever
rowte you find leoding from your grove,
that'’s your way 1o eternityl
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SPOILED FOR CHOICE

Ever croved o plate of roten foad, muddy clay, bitter water and
hondils of dus® In Kur, frash things rot fast and noting grows,
10 $ot’s the menu. Your best hope? Pray that your relotives will
sushain you with cfferings of food, oils and clothing at your grave
For these more fartuncte, foscy 1ombis came with vertical pioes for
daliveriag fresh wem, so ot ket you could hove

0 drisk « from a grave drain!
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THE FAMILY FORTUNATE

Uty, god of justice, doles ou? alteciives that reflect, f some exters, $e lives
people led, Rulens like King UrNanma are crowned bings of the dead, while
legendary heroes tke Giligomesh fake cormmand os generals. Those who died
young cre rewarded with honey and creom, and amyone with loads of ids
onjoys an afterlife of courty splendow. Meanwhile, crdinary folk foced o
drocry axisence, suryiving on btle mece than mud end ashes. The lesson’s
clear: It you con't be a godike heco but you survive %o adulhoad, then your
top chance ot a decent ableclfe s poresting. How many kich? Aim for senl

CITY OF GUESSWORK

Cenhrios of sor ylelling shotch o rough
blveprint of Kur. We bnow thot Biy, he
guord, hod 1o Open seven gotes ﬁ.\' 'N;
goddess hama 1 onter, wpgestog o
fortified city, The scribo Gestnonng ‘ZU
e names of e dood alowed into
Kir, 50 there wos definiredy controlled
occss. Offerings wero mods 0 royol
paloces thot howsed Ninshobur the
vizier [courfy odviser] and the ruling
gods Nemal, N b urg ng.ih:do
Gigomash, Blosa ond highest of unl.
he Gueon Ereshkigal, goddess of K’.-,r'
We know priess served this grand
;r:l Acal ond splrinal centre. ond they
would have required o religious districs
The seven demonic depatios known oy
gl ~ & ferm given Ko city oMficiols
0110 supest some kew enforcoment
Tcwth'v, Bt detois paint Kur as
Qute the Mewcpctamian mefropolis!
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DELVING INTO
THE mm'

Ancient Egyption mythology says thot everything is a belance

of order ageinst choos. The good gods, led by the sun god Ra,
maintain order. The bod gods encourage choos. Humons are
caught in the middle, so the gods elect servants (kings) to enforce
order on us, Great excuse for boming people cbout. Anyway,
what happens when our spirit moves from human to godly

rule? As you'll see, it's quite @ balancing act..
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/\\\\ When you finally orrive at his cowrt, Osiris Is bock cn his feet, surrounded by the — :

>}/)/@ cther gods, ready 1o ask whather you've cffended tham (n about fory woys)

YN 3 Corfets your siss. Argue your innocence. Anubis will weigh your heart ogainy
2 \G?: & feather 1o 100 if you'te buedaned with guik N your heart is light eacugh,

7’ //, on you go. Too heavy? Ammit, the crocedie god, will get o hasty snack

y The perfect way %o make sure living people live o good el

e e e
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STl TR LA B B = “ 7\ B9 Mot rtaiian W REED IT AND WEEP
12f [ NEEDED ONVOVAGE A2 ]

J Wo've seen poople buried with 1ocls for
' ' e alteclfe, but the anclent Egyptians
b o theow In whole guidebooks! Coffins,
The Bock of Two Ways olfered mops
over land oad water 1o guide 1ouls on
$wir afterlile journoy
AOAMANANANAANANA (\MAM(\M(W\M ()«

shrouds ond even embalming lools were
N ERBEL BRI BN IR Wy H INGEN IR SN R anEe ..I. BB R ANEE R ey e l-..

painted with writhgs we've grovped

moginatively a3 The Underwerk] Books
// 2 D e 2/ 2 2
R B BRI

and The Collis Taxts These doscribe
SPELLING TEST \ (

lucky sculs may wander the

Field of Reads, on eerie but wnny
lond much like the living world

If you've hod farmland and wealth
painted on your tomb, Wil be ready

?.F

—— it
°
b

H
/) e// and waiting for you, with feembands

>\ | ; "l th? ’ :
\ ‘ L chocdy ot werk. Ordinary fok
w ‘ < can siay o1 kong s they ke, but
)
J ' ' g kings have ofer options
// L ,,, & /(’” //</f 7 Z?/‘/'/ é
\ \‘\

/L Rl //7/ il
\\\ KK
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Duat, the Egyptian underworld. Bet firs
you hod 1o find your way Here, ond he
path wosn't abways clear Not to fear,

RS BRI e e

u:ﬂaz?a%-lo

|

TAKEASEAT )3

.-”

&

Royal folk have o ough choice
rise as G s%or In the night aky,
sorvo In Ouirls’s underworkd court,
of crew Ra's ederncl ship rowing
the sus across the sky from doy to
night, i you chocse the ship, g
ready 10 houl cars and help Seth
bare Apophis e Serpent. But
beware - this lsn"t your ovoroge
anake. Apophis Is o world
ending menster with one goal

fo chomp up the sunl

$e spells cnd rituals you need 1o enter
Al the entrance 1o the underworkd, known as Rosetau, fery wals surround
the body of Osiris, King of 8e Dead. Murdered by his jecious brofhee
Seth, Osiris wos mumenified by Anubis, the jockelheoded god of
death, ond awails resurmection by his sister lsis: the parfect axample
of the cycle of Ife and decth! Beyond this point, Rosetou unfolds as

\ a shodowy, wotery realm guarded by a secles of gotes. To pass

trough, you'l need to comectly naome each guardian [check your

spols) before reaching the Court of Osirta §\\

M"Wﬂ‘ m\v// \\/// \\] llm S
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Maet the 12 colourful gods of death!
You want some peace? Get good or
diéo trying ~ over and over again!

.l
B

K

XIBALBA

& 'j‘mmumm:ummmd 2
 Central America from 2000 BCE 1o 1500 CE. That's 3,500 years
»mwmwmmmam

BONE SCEPTRE & SKULL STAFF
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hhm&nhumuwm after. These
love deadly games ond, good or bad, you must play!
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ONE DEATH & SEVEN DEATH
Mot bod for everycne.
ol
- tz--dﬂﬂu
bdlbm’-hn.
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ACE OF FEAR

bolba ([ploce of fright’) is o pyramid of peril, on infinite maze.
Mmlnmmandomdmm

SWEEPING DENON
) & POKING DENOY

s valleys, wild jungles, streams of scorpions ond maats | % Lurking in e shodowy,
Mnmwwmm.mu o \ mm‘f:" I‘vw:;:o
p socred hext known a3 the Popol Vi, which contalns many X | “u_hd";*‘*‘mw“w

obout 9 gods, crection and the underwoek), Xibolba

; pote you 548 of hole! Go

L

ey UG - -
&
)

CARE PACKAGES

A coffin shouldn't need o wrvival kin. byt in fear

THE HERO TWINS

lorg ogo, the lards of Xibaba challenged a man to a ballgame and thea cut off his head whaen he loat - but e didn
die. Instead, fis heod fothered twins, Hunohpe and Xbalangue. The Lords challon gou hose twins to # same game

offering he u-:id their father 03 a prize. Extra challenges inchuded escoping o howse made completely out of /
knives, boing locked in an icy palace, and fighting off angry bots. In $e end, the -r'-.orr-—qm.- clorious, /,

and hac ly rosueracied their fother and fook him to the heavens. Ah, the things we do for familyl

of Xibelba's challenges, digs hove uscovered

scelefons propped w th weapoas, whisthes

blo vo"f: imploments, and even Ingrodionts

‘_\ .'\
/ . for hot chocolote to keep your strangth upl
\ | s -ty
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We've seen how the dead live on in memory, find a place LADY or LUZON
o ""': and travel to realms beyond ourw'n. '“' oom A jowol of the Philippires, the nactive volcono Mount Makiling stonds neatly 1,000 metres ioll on Luzon iskand but
mﬁ’l‘ ﬁg\il"l be Mcbmbﬁn MQ MM by the legend of i guardian, Mariong Makiling, looms oven lorger. While sories vary, mony describe Marlang as @

giving them a grave? Here ke three 590“' we cannot becutiful, virteous woman with enchanting cbifities, oble %o hrn ginger 1o gold. But oMar the death of her love
knew ever actually lived - but when you stand where Juen, her griel ronsfoems har inte an immorial diwets, @ spiriuel being forever boved 10 the mouetein
LE GEND S LI B they may rest, does your heart feel the difference? Now, ever young, she remains hidden in the rockicce, her mounicin standing like a living greve - o
memceial 10 hor legendary story end a reminder of hee eterna! duty 1o woitch over the regicn

raws locols and visiors alke sowords the mountain, with many clalming %o cakch o
Her sale d locals and visors alke » ds th o h aiming %o cakch
glimpse of 0 whiterobed wonderer emesging fom and foding back into the rock

AGOOD KNIGHT'S REST

The story of King Arthur, $e legendary hero of Britsh folclore, ofan ands with his decth ot $e hands of s son, Sir Moedred, ond the
joutney of his body 1o the mythical ivle of Avdon. Fout forword et 600 years 10 1191, when monks ot Glastoskxry Abbey cloimed
1o have discovared o grove with o lecd cros inscribed: "Hete lies butied $e rencwned King Asthut, with Guinovers his second wile,
In the Iske of Avalon®, This imely ‘dacovery’ atrocied both royalty and hivterians 1o the st [end muchneeded funds for the chibey)
Was It o hoax? Perhops - but for canturies pilgrins hove flacked 1o the lomb, coptivated by the possibifity fat #he legendary king hod
beon feund. Though no physical remains survive to confirm the legend, he enduring take of King Arfer ond his Knights of e Round
Table st coptivates visiors ~ a story as grond as the hero It celobrates

HOMER'S HEROES

veor Canatkale, Tirtlye, the mound opo risos

4

r uins of the onclost Groek sotfoment Achilielon. This is belloved

l 10 D the burics sle of e wgendery harces from Homer's liad -

: Achiles ond Pavociys - bath kifed duwring the Trojan Wer by the
princes of Troy, Hebior and Perls. Fiest, Hekor killed Potrockus

then Achilies kiled Hettor, 1o Poris kiled Ach

ol moss

¢ oo

$ region

LNown 0% ':'.;. Trood IS COMms j{;.'o'} he mos lise'y site i‘ o
st city of Tov, and i1y 1aid the hetces were Indeed burled

| mound, Claasical hissorians Plutcech and

Artion alo wrate cbout Alaxander he Grea! visiting Troy

y of Achiles on

™

This P




@ STRIGOI

FREE
SPIRITS

Wao've ventured far into the unknown, beyond worlds

Beware, Drocula: there's osoBar vampiric crecture rooming
Remanic! The s GO 18 O Fisen COrpas with rect hal, a forry
body, a long %, and the power %0 control roin and hall

Striooi suevive on mik and blood but con't stand calons

or garlic. Eot up to say safel

GJENGANGER

This Scendinavien ghas! Jo0es

of myth and legend. We've soon spirits visit us on
particular doys ond nights. But what about those
whio live in the gops between these Simes and clive and well walking arcund
places: the specires, phamtoms and ghouls

who come and go s they please? Not every

haunting is @ horror story; some wan! to
help with the housework!

earthy arsas, but If hoy grob
ahcla of yOou 1's grove news
oh.;' T wraste you down

st he ground foro b Qsty
buriall Bewere lore hlers,
folks, and don™t g0

shaking thelr hands!

@ BANSHEE

Thia ghowly Irish jody rombles oroend
singing, but doa'l go making requasts
If you hear hee music, you're soon to
be o ghost yourselfl Lat's hope that
noiso outsida was jus! e wind.... |

© IBBUR

This wellmecning ghost of the
Jowish faith is o kindly sod
who needs help finishing vp

a task of any sort, 10 they ask
lving pecple ke the use of thel

physicel bocy, The moment
oy got the job done, the bbur
kaves for o peaceful aherdife

@ DOMOVOI

.'"ll ﬁ!.".'.r::n SOMmMmoves 1%
o quitky e witt, ohen
RImdI=g C ghaome Of
goblin, ond Is believed fo
be the retursing soul of o
fomily ancestor. Shy by
nofure, Sy hide around

© JIANGSHI

This siflimbed, greenstinned the house but cre clways

Chinese ghost hops arownd i s At
with &5 ams cut, chasing
Iving things %o sec! hair iife
anergy (gi, pronounced ‘chee’
EViI? Sure, but ey put In
1omo offort a0 foshicnable

domavol enjoys tidying
up, cleaning, and oven
protecting the home from
sinistor spiits of r-yg-,'r( al
in axchange for 0 smal
phostoms ore clways dressed In gi# o snock. Now that's
hxuriant caramonial rebes e haveted houte anyone

wold be 'Vv;x;.p, 10 Sve inl
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WHERE THE
END GOES

We've travelled through life, death, the mythologies beyond and the
spaces inbetween. We've jcurneyed as far inte the mystery as human

culture can reach, yet there's still so much more to uncover.

We haven’t run out of parades, graves or legends and we certainly haven’t
run out of the dead ~ but we have run out of pages. We knew how many

we had to fill and carefully chose the treasures we could. Living and dying

isn't as easy as that. We don’t know how many pages we have left
We're fated to be left with things unsaid, unseen, unfinished
— but enly because, dear Reader, there’s just so much.

Happily, you've got the rest of your life to explore.
Go at your own pace. It's all good. Your time is
your own and I’'m so grateful to have
shared this much with you.

ETERNAL GRATITUDE

Our endless thanks to those who contributed their time, energy,
experience and expertise towards the appropriate depiction of these
sacred spaces, stories, fraditions and topics.

HAILIS RARTY, BA
TRUSTEE OF THE BELTANE FIRE SOCIETY

- Samhain -

WENYUAN XIN

~ Tke Hungry Ghost Feslival -

JANEK & JOLA SZLENKIER
~ AN Saints” Doy & All Souls’ Day -

IINA RANOS
- Gai Jalrg -

ISABEL COWELL MORALES

- Dic de los Muerios -

DAl POLLY RICHARDS
- Dama -

DR JAIME AWE
~ Xunanlunich, Exploring Xibalba -

DR CHRISTOPHE HELRKE

- Xunandunich -

DR KATHERINE SLINGER

- Kom Ash Shugqafa,
Delving info the Duat -

DR OLIVER GERLACH

- The Roman Calocombs,
Heading to Hades -

ALLISON C. NIEIER

- The Paris Calocombs -

JNYUN NABA
KONGOBWI TERPLE

- Okvnoin Sancivary -

SERGEI SHTYRKOV
- Dargavs -

DR RICHARD BLAKEMORE

~ The Pirale Cemelery -

DR JOE BARBER

- Recovering Kur -

DR SUSAN SANAE TSUGARI

~ Wandering the World-Tree -

ELLIOT NIRANDA, HSC

~ Where legends Lie -
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