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INTRODUCTION
TO TERRA ULTIMA

WRITTEN BY DR. NOAH J. STERN, BIOLOGIST

Homorary merber of the Royal Science Society, member of the expedition 10 Terra Australis
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ave been better if this book hadn

t might
been writlen. Don't misusclentand me

oy i et

there's nothing wrong with i, ot in the

slightest - it's a real feast for the eyes. And
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No, something else troubles

L5 important. oo

me. What I'm worried about are the loog-term

T A —— elfects this book might have. Let me explain
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People are queucing ap to fly to the moon,

They are willing to pay millsons, even though 2%

a borieg, barren place to be. There's nothing

special to see there, You can't even walk about or

beeathe sormally. And spparently it stinks of old

oheese

Sa, If people are getting excited about
wencthing as miserable as the moon, Terra
Ultima is going to be utterly irresistdde w0 them
What if the readers of this book decide to go there
in thelr masses? What if ‘all-in’ package trips to
this untouched comtinent suddenly appear in

travel  brochures? Terra Ultimas would be

trampled underfoot, and all because of this book

1 don't want that oa my consc
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Nevertheless, this book exists. Why? Well, first
and foremost because | always keep my word. |
was asked 10 compile this book and 1 said yes. It
would be quite dshonoarable to saddenly say,
T've changed rmy mind! I'm quitting?’ all because
this book might encourage some lourists
Whats more, this book has cost me blood
, Id be

given the archives of the man who discovered

sweat and tears. It afl sounded so sin

and charted Terra Ultima: Mr Dedeo, If necessary
I could rearrange his material a Intle. 1 might
explain & few things, for people who, unlike

De

» andd myself, weren't veteran adverturers
whod been on voyages of discovery themselves

But the reality was different, remarkably
different

The state of the archives | emcountered s
described a few pages further. For now, it &
enough to say that 1 bad to work like a dog to
organise the material and turn it o a book
After all that efloet, sbould | have dropped the

progect? To protect Terra Ultima?



THE LOCATION OF TERRA ULTIMA

| almost forgee that the chance of hordes of

tourists is not that great just yet. After all, no one
Knows where Terra Ultisna & and no ose Ko
how 1o get there, Except lor one lucky Sellow:
Delea. And he b5 as silent as a stone,
Of course, | asked him where to find Terra
kima. | angled after its latitode and longitede,
the direction in which the compass needle points
After all that’s where everything starts. Especially
in a book like this
Deleo agreed entirely: everything does indeed

start with the lecation. Then he simply changed

the subject. Hut | woulda't be fobbed off ‘Next
timee, lets go om an expadition there together |
suggested. Take me with yow, eves if ifs fust for a
fow daye. 'l find my way back. & would greatly

2esist mie de compiivmy the book

Deleo whistled a little tune

T promise I won't tell aayone aboud the journey!
| comtinued. 'Not @ sowl! MHand on my heart, I'm
even rfrpaer o pat & i wriing, with three wax
seals and my own spnature.

He picked a piece of lint from my skeve

Better still, Mlimdfold me durimg the journey.
Piug mey estra! Rind me (o the maat!

It was starting to get erubarrassing. Everything
| trsed was in vain, Deleo wouldn't budge

Let this much be dear, | had offered my
assistance, 1o it's o loager up to me The fate of
Terra Ultima rests enthredy in Diedeo’s hands. It is
up to him to make sure that he doesn't slip up or
get followed whille travelling, so that the Jocation

of Terra Ultitna can remnain a secret

INTRODUCTION

OUR COLLABORATION

Ihe world of explorers is small. Yet our paths had
only crossed once previoushy: in Chicago, at a
lecture Dedeo gave st the Feld Museum. If 1
reenember correctly, it was shortly after his firmt
expedition. We exchanged a few pleasantries and
that was i, Whenever | came across articles by
him afierwards, | read them. [ followed his
activities with interest, bt from a distance

So, his suggestion to work together on this
book came a8 a complete surprise. Why did be
have his publisher approach me in particular? Had
my discovery of the Aspuis frapais phantom lenb
caught his eye? Was it because | had participated

in the famous expedition to Terra Australis? Or

THE ‘ARCHIVES’

The next meening, & rickety truck unloaded five
hefty cabin trunks in fromt of sy bouse, They had
sturdy iron bands and were covered with stamps,
scals and labes The deivery people dragged
them into my boeme with great effort

1 didnt have the patience or strength 10 lug
them to ray study. Sull in the hall, | opened oee
of the trunks. | couldn’t have wished for a better
start. The first thing | saw was a pile of original
drawings of Terra Ultimas flora and fauna. With
slightly trembling hands, 1 grabbed & randoen
drawing from the trunk. 1 had seen reproductions
of Deleo’s work in scientific journals before, bat

pever in colour and & such dose range. The

' Pubisbeer’s
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was it the question 1 had asked during his lectuse
that was the deciding factor? In going through his
jourmals, | discovered that my question had made
more of an impeession than 1 realised’

But what did the reason matter? | was the right
man for Deleo’s job, 1 replied immediately that he
contied count on mee. | was looking forward to
secing his archives.

A week went by, and then amother. Then |
received an elegant business card upon which had
been scrawled in apparent haste Expect archive
formorrow, K (for Kind regands) and at the top

right cormer his initiale un

pencil marks were still visible from the underlying
sketches, | blew away some leflover enuser
rubbings

A creature locked up at me from the paper
According to the caption. it was an Octopossum
lesscontolam, Tt did indoed resemble an oclopeas,
bet there was alio something rather anteater-tike

about it

l'

right index Bnger, over its bead, down it back,

owed the comtours of the animal with my

and 50 on. The fur fedt stiffer than expected. It even

tickled a ketle. Where did the anteater end and the

octopus begin? | couddn’t quite work it out.
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I was so absorbed in my research that at first, |
didn’t notike something sticking to my hand for a
spit second, Was it leflover glue? | glanced a1 the
Oxtoposumy head It still looked exactly the
same, the tongue unmoved on the paper

[ took another pkture im my hands the

Pimguilagus psewdopticus. Again, | lost myself in
the drawing. On my travels | had seen msany
unusual creatures, but these were new o me.
Only the rumbling of my stomach brought me

back o the here and now. Hours had passed and |

had only locked af two drawings

I couldn’t wait 1o explore the rest after 1d
eaten. Emahosisstically, 1 plunged into Ddeos
material. Soon, however, doubts crept over me
What was that boot (a left one, size ¢) doing in
the trunk? Or that "L"'N"—'P; bt? | opened
another trank, and anothes. It dida't get any
betier. By the time | had opened numbers four
and five, Iwas fecling completely dejected
Disconcerted, 1 looked at the whole soery Jot and
mutiered, 'Ok help me, Carlyle'”

Deloo seemed to bave grabbed random items
from his archives and stulfed them into the
trusmks. They appeared to be filled with everything
he had happened to get his hands o drawings
half-dried plants, land and sea maps, three
quartersof a chocolate bar (85% cocoa), loghooks,
diaries, reference books, two mosquito mets
measuring instruments of all Kinds a teabag
Useful items and utterly useless junk lay in 2
umbled heap. The material he bad collected
must have gradually overwhelmed him

I could forgive Deloa. Did he have %0 be tidy in
addition to adventurous and astute? No, it &
precisely in this kind of chaotic circumstance
that one fratermal colleague can be there for
another. But it dicl not change the fact that | was
Seft with the maddle. | ook a bite of the chocolate
bar and gave myself a pep talk, “You'll figure i
out. Especially omce yow ask Deleo to explain

things

E& oty sude referomae o Thom

Carlyle Lo L Wk

annd bete

somcwhas arpanie the popem of the

Wit Cashen) phikmsogder,

INTRODUCTYION

THE ATELIER

| repeatedly attempted to meet with Dedeo. Each
time there was no reply. Until finally, after five
months, two weeks and four days, & sign of life
arrived in the shape of the now familiar business
card. Dedeo informed me that it would be a real
Plessure’ for him 1o receive me i his atelier’, to
devr upany ambiguilies

The nest mornisg, | stood ia his studsa

At first, | thought | had made a mistake. Was
this the studio of the same man who bad sent mwe
an archive that was shambaolic, to put it mildly?
Here everything was astossishingly well-organived
Ihe stuffed animals were neatly lined up, and a
spirit level had been used when hanging the
pictures. The room’s centrepiece was an easel, with
tubwes of paint and pots of beushex. Above the
drawers, on the keft side of the stadio, bung a sign
on which ‘[manimate Matter' was inscribed in
jounty handwriting | opened a drawer and
encounterad a collection of bones, feathers, clawy
and beaks, ranging from loag to shoet, large to
small, sharp to blunt. At least seven binds could be
constructed from the parts. In another drawer |
found stomes and pobbles, picces of bark and
petzified wood, bags of sand (coarse and fine),
mosses in every imaginable shade of brown, bloe
and green, and tubes of indeterminate liquids,
some of which seemed o emit light. There was
enough 10 make a minsature landscape

lo the right of the studio was a dark, wooden
cabinet containing folders of green, marbled
candboard, ‘chephant S’ size. Above it hung a
sign that read “Sketches | had just begun 10 plack

bbon from one of the folsos when Ddeo

the
stopped me. Save yourself the trowble” he sadd
You already have avenyth gy meed for the
fook

e

TOTERRA UATIMA

Dedeo dissppeared to make coffee. He was very
metiulous in that - hall my visit was spent waiting
for it. Once we were scated and [ bad asked my
finst couple of guestions, a Kitchen timer west off
to signal that my time was already up. Smiling,
Deleo handed me my coat. He even helped me put

it on. Before [ knew it, | was outside again

That was the only meeting we had [ waso't able to
ask for any further explanation or help
Everything | know about Terra Ultima, Deleo
and his expeditions, | bad to derive entirely from
his archives

It was anything but straightforward, even for
an organised man like me. After our meeting, a
few more weeks went into silting throwgh the
debris, smoothing, deciphering and sorting. |
finally conguered the chaos and uncarthed what
was valuable. From the material emerged a
picture of nothing less than Terra Ultinsa, and of

how Deleo had heard about the continent and

located it
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INTRODECTION TO THRRA ULTEMA

DISCOVERY, ROUTE AND SIZE

An unknown coatinent: who would have thought
it was even possible? The globe had already been
traversed Is every direction and mapped 10 the
last rmilliemetre. A most, one muight think that
adding more of a dried-up seabed to the atlas, or
erasing a crambled coastline, was all that was Jeft
10 be amended

But suddenly it tarned ot that sonse thing had
been overlooked, something that had escaped all
athases. An entire comtiment no bess: Terra Ultima
Translated, the name more or less means the end
of the workd

As much as | would have liked him to, Deleo did
not discover Terra Ultima himself In fact, Gilles
Jansz, captain of the Roserdam Company, beat
him to it This isnt mentiomed In any history
books. All that was known of Jansz was that his
ship, the Postiljon, disappeared without a trace in
the Pacific Ocean in 1599, His knowledge of Terra

Ukiesa didnt comme to light ustil the Postiljon

The discovery caused much excitement in
scientific cirdes; 1 remember it well This evert
did mot go unnoticed by Deleo cither In his
archives, 1 found 2 well-thumbed pewspaper
article about the treasure found in the Postifon

It would be nine years before Deleo found his
way 10 Terra Ukimsa In a lecture for the
Trompenveste Botanical Sockety, he talked aboust
it some more, When 1 read the report of that
meeting (found in trunk number two), | winced.
How coudd he be so open w0 an unknown,
anonymous audience, and leave me in the dark?
Was he so elated by his discovery that he forgot %o
think?

Terra Ukima should be sought between Alada
and Asia, Deleo told his lstemers. From the
Chukchi Sea, steer @ course 10 the Beaufort Sew,
and then head for the Delta Guif’ To add insult %o
injury. Dedeo made things very deas, 'Once there,

you wor't be able to miss it

hortzoes’ and mountaln ranges ‘stretching as far
as the eye can see’ He sbandoned an attemnpt o
measure 3 coastal stnp after 6 weeks and
842 kilometres. Iopossible fask’ he scribbled in
his journal (with a less steady hand than usual,

1 noted),

It’s timme 1o let Terra Ultinsa and Deloo themselves
do the talking. The drawings and diary entries
that follow certainly bave an interesting story o
tell. If amything Is missing or remains unclear, &%
Deleo’s fault, not mine. | canmot extract more
from his archives than was in them. But don'
judge too hanhly, After all this is not the
discovery of a meadow, but an entire continent
Beat that, dear reader! Besides, biology = a
science, remember. And in science, if something

doaun’t raise guestions, it isnt warth a jot

resurfaced centuries later, foating abandoned in Fissally, let me turn 1o the size of Terra Ultima, s
the Indian Ocean. In its hold were maps and Nothing can be determined from the archives 2 .
-
drawings of an unknown continent and the life with any certainty, aside from that the continerst A Thee vn 4 Nl el iy -
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THE FIRST
EXPEDFEION

102 days - Coastal zone - 842 km




THE FIRAT ZXFEIDITION

ship adrift at sea, freight that beeaks

free froem  its  fastenings,

contaminated drinking water...

anyane who travels themselves or is
familiar with the experiences of sea voyagers bike
Tasnan (1603-1650), Roggeveen (1659-1729) asl
Gulliver (unknown), will recognise much in
Deleo’s account,

Even his mood follows a familiar pattern,
Good cheer at departure - life at sea seemns so
much better than on land. But after a few days,
weariness sets in when Deleo has 10 adjust the
sails or baal out water from the hold. Anything to
keep the abvip salling smoothly, on course os, 2
times, simply afloat. His notes become less
detailed, the tone becomes flatter: Accompaniad by
hammerhoad sharks for howrs. A pair?’

Toward the encl of the journey, on day 3,
excitement rears its head again, with total
predictability. Remarkably, it isn't the usual dation
of "land ahoy!” No, Deleo has spotted something
else: a glare high up in the sy, moving along with
him. He instantly comes back to life.

20

The glare was blinding. What climbed,
soared and phommeted there in the
heavers? It looked too big for a herring
gull and teo small for an albatrose. It wias
too kght in colowr 10 be a frigate bird
The distance and motéon made it
impossible for me fo defermine what &
wels

Froes the moment 1 spotied the
apparition, my mood changed.

oy took kold of me. | had fownd my
pole gar.

Deleo follows his companion in the sky and soon
spies a barely discernible dark stripe on the
horizon, His first reaction is one of disbelief.

Fastily, I reached for my map and
compass Lo make swre it was Terra Ultirma
arsd nothing else. | calcalated my position,
ared then recaleralated it

Excitedly T ruded our all other
possibilities. This indeed had o be it

The next day the ships prow hits sand. Wath a
dull sigh and a jolt, the ship firmly plasts itself.
On the boundary betweens water and land, Deleo
falls silent, the old world at his back, a new ome at
Ris foet.

T crouched down on the bow and sared at
the waler for bours an end, untdl I wis
stiff. Shells and seaweed rolied to and fro
over the seabed. Tie san brerned the back
of ray meck. Ther, [ sowly booked up. My
Laze ran across the beack to the fool of
somse chiffs amd then spwand.

T took in the scene. The rocks were
shaped like an dlephant, waiting
motiomlessly for mme. Tive words "Elephant
Beack sprung to meind. Wikat better name
Jor this place of arrival?

The trusty rock formation becomes the landmark
Deleo uses to orientate himasell. From it he
ventuses into Terra Ultimna, before returning and
findisg solace here.

Deleo plots his course using Mr La Bonne Toi’s
simple bat proven method. This Freach marshal
discoveradd in 384y that it is best to follow yosr
nase (subvre votre mez) wherever you go.

Deleo’s nose takes him no further than
Elephant Beach for the first fow days In the
morning, when it is still cool, he climbs the face
of the diffs. He scrapes mosses from the rocks. To
escape the sun’s beal in the aftermoon, he
cxamines the inside of the rock formation
During the sea’s lemporary retreat, be stumbles
upon sea archins s high-roofed caves. “They
wialk sideways ke crabs. If you aren't carefud, you
could tread om them.” He strolls along the beach,
ducking in and out of palm groves at his leisare,

I slowly recovered from the jouwrney! be writes.
Here I found peace.

On the fth day, his nose Jeads him higher up the
iff, aloag ‘s gradually ascending, casy, plossant
path’ (No joke, he really does write pleasant. His
expedition is beginning to resemble a pleasure
trip!) From the top of the <liff, he sces the land’s
intersor for the first time, An immesse expanse
stretches out before hin: in the foregroand grassy
plains in ochre, brown and green, endulating in
the wind. Aside from a few scattered clutches of
palin trees, there are no other forms of vegetation,
Further inland, the vegetation becomes denser
and more variecd. Deleo sees forests that ook
impenetrable. Even further away, mountains rise
up into the sky, The landscape is bounciiess,

There, on top of the iff, Deleo becomes awase
of the adventure he has embarked upon, For the
first time be feels doubt, even a bit of fear
Dismayed, he returns to the only familiar place
he knows.

What awuited me here? How onm earth
wies | supposed o map an entire
continent? By simply walking arownd #?
Never had | posed myself this question,
occupied as I was with the journey’s
preparations and my ambition to fird
Terra Ultinnat. Mdeally, I world jrast vamish
ire @ priff of semoke mow: Erad of story.

Terra Ultima beings Deleo firmly back down to
the ground. He decides to ignore the inland and
save it for a future expedition - if there is to be
oee. Now he focuses on the coast. I 6 weeks, he
charts 842 kilometres of the tideline. On the
outwand journey he has the sea to his left and the
land to his right; om the return journey, ifs the
other way around. His choice 10 explore the
coastal zone does not disappoint - be encounters
Poseidon's gorillrus there (see page 25).

After returning from the cast. Deleo risks a
short trip island. Southwest of Elephant Beach,
he comes across an estuary. From there he walks
upstream into the plains for one kilometre and
not a step farther. It is far enough for him to
discover a famingo fawn's foraging spot (se
page 30).
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1 look up from the journal Being ignored by an

anemal, whal '] nl;"c\!‘:x,; ciperence

d

Uncomfortable o, | uld

sk | wo

er animals saw me, and 'm not the caly ¢

Think of the efforts 200 visilors make o attra

an clephant or a polar bear’s attert

But | thisk Deleo she 1 have ked hisnsell
why peoy ( hat, instead of beingung wp
Columbt 1451 6) And fac h Yy
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THE FIRAT EXFIDITION

Ly, day 32

The flirting aldine folioles (Papllio
aldomuanutius) fournd me before 1 fourmd
them, Yesterday, ot dusk, three specimens
perched omn me as | rested on a bowlder,
They looked ke yellowish-brown commas
arnd resembled the leaves of & bush you see
everywhere around kere, only they had
legs and ¢ head. | barted thes away in
terror, though tn wabn, They were the first
of a swarm. In a few secomids T was
completely covered in them

[ perriped up and the swarm sprang
with me. | flelled my arms. The clowd
swelled and shrank again. Panicked,
I rbbedd the pests from of my face, but
they returned instamtly. As I gasped for
breath a few entered my reouth, | mashed
them against the roof of my mouth and
spuat thent into the samd. They were as
bnlter as bule

My pardc did nothing Lo improwe
mallers. Calm was needed. | sat back
down on the boulder. The swarmt
descended upon me once more, leaving no
spot ancovered. Gradually the swarming
and finttering stopped. | opened my eyes
orne af a e and cantiously moved my
lips. The creatures shifted 1o make speace

Froets wirhuin my cocoon, the surf
sounded distant, the whole world was
digdant. [ immediatoly folt kess alone
The tnsects begyin fo pwlsale peacefully
around mae, move paipably thare audibldy
I Iet myselY siide from the bowlder and
orlo my side, carefully controliing rvy
movermenids so as o crush as few of the
creatures as possidle. There | fell adecp

In the early morning they keft

Note [rom Serm: he nex! bwo ke aoe depible doe to Buernd ink

25
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1 day 35
Like o previows nights, | was joimed by
the aidine folioles. The swarm has begun
to feel ke a second skim. It & l’l_\'h.' in
weight and mo Bchier than a woollen
sweater. It reoves serenely alomg with me
when [ stoke the fire or go for a stroll
before bedtire

1 day ¢1

The eveming was emply. Delefully empty.
Drerimg the day | iad visited the river to
do some shetching and to swim. [ had
refurned in tiwre and sat there ready, but

for the farst time, ry visilors faled to

uppa

Nevertheless, my ponderings kist might
accomplished something. For sclence, at
least, | kave figured out why | am so
attractive to the akdime folioles. Over the
pust week I listend and tested possible
conses, [ soom eliminated my odovr, and
heat could not be the cause either. Last
right I suddenly realised what it was: salt.
The flirting cldire foliole reust be salt
lovimg, and I have been saitless since
yesterday. In the river | had rissed all the
sea salt and sweaf from mey skiv, ! decided

to bathe enly in the sea from now on

O oy >
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THE FIRAT EXFIDITION

X 1, day 55

T stumbled upon a creck today, which
resalied in two wmoaal discoveries.
(Altiough if was close 1o being just ome
discovery,)

It muest have been mid-aftermoon. The
sua wias past ifs zenith amd the tide was ol
b, The creek was § metres wide, and my
dipstick indicated Sq ceritimetres in deptih
The water was crystal clear, salty and
22°C. I would have kef! it at lhese
mcaserermenis and hiked on if the creek
had not beers teeming with Iife. Fish-loke
creatures sware landwards along the creck
it growps of three or four. kn barely §
reainadtes, 1 had cosrted 103 of them. [ was
debghted. Their appearance seemed 1o be
redated to a discovery | had made a few
weeks aga !

The animels were @ cross between
house mice and carp. They had eyes as big
a5 s arsd webbed feet, They varted in
length from 65 fo 85 cemtimetres. They
darted effortiessly throwgh the water
I conaldn’t get emough of ther

After spending the afternoon with the
creatures, | put away my sketchbook
My day had been a success

Before rearranging my journal 1oo,

I reecad ey notes. Ashared, | noted that

four things showld have given me pawse for

thought wivile writing them. Ome: e
word ebd, the mext thing: the word alty’
and ther: Tardwarnds' and effortiesly’

Future readers who lay eyes on this text

wiid have already figured # o, of course. |

codloned om just in fime.

T cast @ piece of bark into the water. It

floated inland, A strip of palm leaf: the
sarme thing. After Irying another paper
boat, | was in ne desbt; this creek did not
obey the natural law that all wates flows
to the sea

I followed the mouse carp and soon we
e 10 @ cromded pabm tree grove. Waler
arad animals giided smootivly past the
trunks; J became wedged between them

Upon breaking free, I lost a boot (my
right one, size 9). Time to abandon my
research, 1 resodved 1o return the next day

with a cleaver and a hand axe

xp 1, day 56

No creek left to be seen and mothing to

even sugpes! thar il was ever here.

w‘ LARGE-EYED MOUSE CARP
Cyprivonssicraes mecrommalug
A e Carg's oty Joel grow whorg with the rest of s Sody. B Serth ey fall of

aler s varly prars and burger ooes, whiich i Keeps for the rest of i lide, appese. The
constelation M (in Viego) bhas been sicknamed Wouse Carp’ by explocers becaune

&~ Nt o Sterre O dary 4 of the expeditmen, Diedeo nosed, “Fousd d Mashad A Aaad and ddmom an e mint Th busws im0
sagpend foor™ Ls o luter note, Didoo writes that the ancrmal b part of the gorfinas dict

it codowr and shupe closdly coseroble Shone of thib crvatese
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For @ S fow moctha of i e, the wily backed sarthe v a2 polyp 2 les on 28
back, i fippers mnd Sodghng tertackes rwaying above i When faced with dasger, sad
sommetimes $or no resson ot all, a3 adult will Semen itael and spovad sut on the seubod,
ke » bewnkin rug in Boet of & Segplace.
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THR ARCOND RRFRDITION

cko could breathe 2 sigh of sdief

Iis maission had been accomplished.

I can reveal in hindsight that he

was mever entirely confidert it
would be Becasse lets be honest, despite
tharough preparation, his fint expedition had
been a gamble. Suppose Terra Ultima coaldnt be
found ar turned out to be a mirage?

Fortunaldy, those concerns could be
disrsissed. Terra Ultima really did exist. Deleo
had been there and was able to show what hed
found, although this was of secondary
importance. He shared his findings with the
scientific community throegh enthusiastically
recelved lectures, bat what was actually on his
mind was something else: a return Lrip to Terra
Ukima. As he travelled home, be resolved to go
back there, Six months later, his preparations

began.

A second expedition presents an explorer with a
difficult chaice, Docs be or she pick up where
the peevious trip left of? Or should they turn
their gaze to new, anexplored terrain? The
explorer Alexander von Humbeoldt (1769-189)
is said 1o have wo struggled with this chaice that
he let faze decide. A flipped cotn determined his
destination. Usually it was heads, meaning
something new.

Surpeisingly, there is nothing to suggest that
Deleo gave this even a momeats thought: like 4
young dog, be opted for the mew and unknown.

—

Arasgiota N, Frewdentheler

&, » Rewi
B b M

Elephant Beach was history. As an explorer | can
understand it, as & scientist 1 have my dosdes,
Had he really scoured the coastal area enoegh?
Did be know enough to be able to say anything
meaningful about it?

These kinds of questions are the last thing on
Deleo’s mind, though. One sunny morning
something else unexpectedly fands on his lap: a
better. The handwriting is unfamiliar. The stamsp
depicts a black cagle with a golden crown.
According to the postmark, the letter is from
Vienna, Austria.

T have something before me tha! may interet
youd' the writer begins. Especially now that yow are
emerging as un expert on Terra Ultlena within the
sciemtific commmunity” The letter is from a lady who
introduces  herwell = a  tollctor,  marine
archaeologist and former European weightiiftieg
chuamspion (in the gokg category)’

The something” she mentions turns out %o be a
folder comtaiming four antique drawings and a
paschment map. They are from the hold of Gilles
Jassr's ship, the Fostiljon: (see p. 16).

Deleo can bardly believe what he's reading.
For years he bad been trying to figure omt where
Gilles Jasmaz's treasure had got to. Through the
journalist wivo had first written sbout i1, Deleo
contacted an archivist at the Maritime Unéversity
of Seczecin in Poland, who referred him oa to an
auctioneer at Chiristie’s in Milan, through whoem
he got in wuch with,.. Anyone leafing throegh

the correspondence can see how the informants
formed 2 chain ke 2 pecklace. Bveryone knew
something aboet the treasure from the Postiljon,
bat no one knew the finer details, Deleo travels to
Austria, where he spends three grecable’ days a1
the letter-writer’s castle. On parting. his hostess
promises him coples of the drawings and map.
Scveral woeks later, they arrive. In an amached
note, the Austrian thanks him for his visit and
the staries he okl her.

‘Whest | thivk of yow bending over Gilles fanszs
papers - the image mows me amew. Even though he
lived centwries before you, you seemed to have a
divect conmection Lo the mam, who @l knew Tersi
Ultirma. As owe of the few, you know what he knew,
you felt what be feir!

Deleo studies every last millimetre of the map.
Two rivers run across it vertically, as though a
lioness has placed her claws on the paper and
palied it toward ber. A faint dotted line marks the
route Gilles Jansz travelled by boat and om foot.
At the end of the line, an exclamation mark and
the words, “By jove!’ There is no doubt about it
Deleo must see whatever & is that is here.

In a single might he ligures vut where in vast
Terra Ultima the rivers must lie. He plots the
route. His Incomprehensible calcalation covers
skx sheets of paper (fromt and back). It is a marvel
of fermulas, angles, coordinates and the positions
of stars. Had there been enough room for them, 1
would have inchaded them here from start to
finish. The upshot is that this time he will have to
bear cast a l#tle earhier

It takes Dedeo g3 days and the ssene pamber of
nights to reach the river zone. He sails inland
along the left-hand river until & becomes too
marrow and shallow Then, like Gilles Jansz, be
abasdons his boat and contisues on foot,

| eeMipn T .a),-i":“

He crosses expamses of sand
and cracked clay. Some areas are bare, others
overgrown with herbaceous plants and chest.
high grasses, mainly of the species Rhodes and
Bermuda ‘Ihere are spiny shrubs, which twist
their leaves so as to catch as tthe of the sun’s heat
s passible. ‘The trees have flattened crowns and
cracked trunks that drip resin. Modsture s stored
in their round, fleshy leaves. Burning during the
day and freezing at night, Deleo roamss through
yellow-white mountain rasges that are bone dry.

The three months of his stay fly by. His pores,
nose and cars gradually (3 with dust, tarming
him white. As ever his notebooks and
sketchbooks B8l with descriptions and drawings.
And Gilles Jansz's discovery! He manages to
locate it Not withost a stragge, buat he finds it
and is as impressed as his predecessor was
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THR SRCOND RRFRDITION

a2, day 25

Perhaps Gilles kansz was unable fo

accurafely defermine wivere norli was
Oy was | hodding his map upside down?
Exther way, it wasi't easy fo follow the
rovede Jansz had mapped out

The river part wus alright. ] recched the

point where ke must have moored the
Postiljon exuily emough. On foot, things
becarme more difficult. Wher | reached the
ford indicated on the map, 1 went under,
twice. Perkaps this wasstt so stramge
thimgs can ¢ "..'n\;_\: over the course of @
( AI..‘)’"J of cenfuries

Sull, it seemed uniikely to me that the

rockface blocking tfse route frrther on had

orce stood in @ different place. Had Jung
really gone right throwugh it, as the map
stigrested? If | hadn't been so focussed on
rery puath, 1'm seare I wordd have noticed |
wils approaching o ravine. Fortunaledy, o
Srasch broke rey fall about 20 metres
aowr. After three quarters of an hour of

ing. and two hovers of scramblimg

owd, I was abie o ressme mry frek. Ome

and a haly days Later | arvived at myy

destination wmscathed, at the spot Jansz

Moad marked with an exclamation mark
[ stood ot the edge of an impressive

crater (1.3 kilormetres in diameter), i was

walf filled with reddish -brown bo
Their darkness contrasted strongly with
the tazins pale grey walls, They lay in
curved rows, a5 thowugh they had been
’lx".l'l-‘

A myysteriows whistling rose from the
{ low nofes swirled

craler. Hig around

each other, died awaty and swelled

\ain

[ descended, shuffitng and siding as |
went, A surprise awaited me af the

botform: what | had mistaken for bowlders

were in foct emply snail shells, the size of

raeby balls, There must have been tens of

thouscnds of them e { high. They
cracked as | stepped ovs them, Three steps
arsd [ was up o miy Kmees in shards

Wilk oy further seermed disre spec il

I made rry way and the edge of the

1.'.'.1A..‘v:.;'» ;'bur: Hopping every few
mictres. [ was continrally afforded mew
views as light and shadow kit the shells ot

different angles. I cowld have seen

everything i an hour and a hall bur !
spenst foser howurs there. And always that

magical whistieag of the wind, giiding over

the snadl shells, blowing info them
whispering and sighing. These sounds

maust have aleo reached Gilles Jamss’s ears

Publisher’s note

Shortly before the Book wertt to press, Mr. Stern
provided s with new information concerning
the map that Deleo had in his possession here. It
turned out mo? to be a map of Terra Ultima, bat of
the Grain (or Pepper) Coast, 3 rogion in West
Africa, Jocated in presemt-day Liberia In the
Natbonal Archivex’ collectson, Stern fousd simblar
maps that pointed to this fact. Stern considers %
highly plausible that Gilles Jansz visited the Grain
Coast before he travelled to Terra Ultima, The
material from both areas must have become
mixed up in the Postilions hold To our regret,
there was insufficdent time to properdly
incorporate this information into the book. We
thank you for your anderstanding

GYRAL GINAPIR
w Giraghe cochleanata

Soeme pyral giraton hane 3 dockwine shell, others an asticlocwine one. Aboct 3o percent of the

azimals sppear 0 have boen bom in the wrong sbel. Often, yean pam before 3 pyral gleafie Ends
& comtpazion (n the same sitastion, oc rather. the opposiie ane, and ces vwap abella



THA ARCOND RXPFRDITION

,’ PALLID OCTORPOSSUM

Octoposss lewcostolurs

The ocsopossan can 12 up 10 30 times 22 own body wright. & reats in trees, haogong
from ane textache Sk & mop. 1t was bebiowed for muny yean Shae S tall no longer Sad

# fuscion, bust & was lter acomernd that speciams that had no tall could no looger
chemb in & stralght boe.
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THA SRCOND

Let 0o coe claim that Dedeo lived in an hvory
tower, a scholar booking down ca the woeld from
the safe comfort of his study. No, his discoveries

came al a price and Diloo was prepared 1o pay it
EXR 2, day 11
I rmanaging preffy well not o see

Caloar s drawines in my meind ail Hy

I of bei
mivded of his wor

In particular, the drawing with the boils

4 hi
IWCLIITA S drnd Iy

' relrevesd Calka

worth drawing | sus

Whaen | poke il t teh

the shin jrogies a itk
ke a balloon. My finger leaves whilke

» » S 4
,'-..J\.--x"'...

[ discoverad the swellimg This morming

whien [ waas awoken by a Heradish paies, I

was @ mysiery: |

d mry

Pcanned or ¢t F on anyth The only thing

wid think of was that the six-fegeed

¢

AN ariond ¢

lady Mave sometiving to do with

il Yesterday, ] climbed a tree to lake one

fr ad
fet me Pick i ug withoul a straple and |
fad exarpined if from ey ..'.\."
I stroked it too, 1 muet add. It kad
wonderful, ve y soft ur

' Notr fross Soorm Jan v Calcar, o Kadkar (149 1948 w2

v ha reveaking

Do wa referring to bete

I

EXraDITION

A ‘ur I » 1" 4 . N .
vaturady Srokimg just one lagydoar
s Y sufficient as a study. So, this morming
of Bock

8 Just ovse hand, | " A 'J ..If' wyo

I ciirm wp 1

¢ Iree, which was

ey wil

Oears. I ran ore urnder mey armpit and

. y
stroked my cheek with the other. An howr
later the swellings appeared. They are

Y { the burs soviadbnm &
SETQCY amd TR Dursing Ensation &5 wory
tham in mry hand. Glad 10 hawe the start of

e kind of proof

I won't be able | siee ov vy Sde fora

b | L thae 2
W M ASEIIOEE W RCIner 1y

may Dvich. Bating and writing masr also b

wndertaken in a differerst

. |
dccusionea

The way Deeo continues to serve science in all
circumstances i admirable! He does not descride
the mext step in his Investigations, but [ have no
doubt he also had himself stung by a scorpion and
bitten by a sunspider to rele oot any other cause af

the swellings.

e artiet, Dasnd (n Raly Amoagst other things e was tnows

[ 4

sthons for Anlress Viesaluats {1514 0 anastommical ook Fabvias gl B b dear eractly which doewings
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ARMOUER-FLATED JIAY
! Garralus clipeatus
Aside Fromn oes and seesde. the anssa plated oy aloe comn bertien B ocan Hurelioee ‘e
counted ameng D semi canndale T armessr o kager werves as o place 30 keep B

wings but bs parely bo protect s body. Goves it rockless Sehavious in Sight, tis s s

oovTwely

*. FLOWEN-RUFFED JAY

Garrulus florcollaris

The Sower rafiod wy, with 2 fobdod collar, s most rermindacent of 3 badanirson whasde
B wers i collar, or nuf, %0 emeact lneects s well s poteratal mates. During cosrndip
the jry performa bale-raking satics in the ar I rufl serves s an oncrgency beake

When opened in fall flgghe, the ruff down its spond by ot loast 90 kilomctres por second



THR SRCOND RRFRDITION

a2, day 42

What a breath of fresh air 1o be able to
puint animals i peace. Uswally, they've

had enouph after @ minute or 30, and |

reed Lo be fortumate enovgh, too, for

ng do distract me

Today that was the case. I was able lo
focss my full attention on @ dozen godder
edped frogties. They, in turm, were

planning to do mothing but hang around

in a stream, rght before rvy cyes

It was rermark

e enough rhar Id come
ACross (he sirecen (2 retres wide amd
j0 centimetres deep). Id expected the same

d

samd. The only water [ expected to find

as the previows days: sand, s and more

wils It i ey flask

4

[ levaned forward, my shadow sivd over

the water )’q‘..‘,‘lA‘ f'."\.‘h s darled away, the
obder ones floated aboxt calmiy. In no
tirme, mry exsdl, puint box and foldimg chair
were roady, After fifteen mireutes, | had

sketched the outline of a fuvenile

specimen. | looked wp from the paper amd

roached towvard Iive stream 10 moisien @

brush, but it kad gome. Ire the spot wisere

there had just been waler, they were now

omdy sorme dry reeds sticking out of the

ground. The water had adwinced 2 melres,

frogtles and all

fook mey things and se! them next 1o
the stream agairn. | dipped the brush info
the waler and begurn to colour in the

skeich, Halfwary through, | discowred that

the water and the frogties had disappeared
again. Agafe, I transplarted my easel,
moved my paimd box and shified my char

§ msctres thds i

The stream seemad 1o & avonding mie.

Time and agate it moved away. The
frogties hopped after it and I shunfed
alomg. 1 had to move 16 times before |
mamaged Lo produce reasonaine deprcions
of the creatwres. | packed up my
belongings in relief. [H painted for 6 hotrs
ron-siop

I

it became wider and decper, weaving its

walked along the stream. Further up,

way endiessly imdo the plains, [ feit heat
rising from the sand and descernding from
ubove. My temples poranded, the corners of
ey reouth were dry. Red dots began 1o

dance before my eyes

It seems rexpectful to stop reproducing these
notes here, What business @ it of the reader that
Deleo writes that he saw mouse carp swimming?
In the desert? Wasnt & miraculous enough that
bhe had encountered water? 1 put i1 down %
sunstroke, Someone clse might have published
this inforrnation, but I'll pass.

‘ GOLDEN-FDGED FROGT LS

Scarabaenane aurord
he gobdens edgnd frogtle’s mamt posserfid ompan 10 i Tooggae. 11 codiects Soodd eethes
arnd Pen) with 0, Dot remtarbaddy alac wses i e & lending ped when jueging T (ot

begs ane 30 fragile 10 Bakie the pavsscne whien it Jags Cag 10 ) mwetres in Gutanor), &0

Landing on s tongae & D wlation,

52
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THE THRIRD sXFI2IYION

cko retummed from his second
expedition, his mind filled with
impressions and a pde of drawings
in his possession. Once back in
clvilisation, e longed for just two things: some
time, and the pesce and quiet 10 enjoy working
through his notes and sketches. He didn't get
cither. Hed only just returned when the editor-
in-chief of the journal Contemporary Discoveries
in iology pot in touch. She felt it was high time
Deleo ordered and presented the findings of his
expeditions - In ber magazine, of coune. She
foresaw that this would emable him to reach
colleagues all over the world in one fell swoop,
something that lectures alone could not achieve.
Deleo accepted ber offer. It fedt like a reward for
his efforts. Perhaps it was even a first step toward
recognition, he mased in his diary
The artick was peblished a couple of months
later. It contained Wlustrations of Posexdons
gocillras, the toucan twin crab and the amour.
plated jay. Duae o the conts, the illustrations were
not pristed in colowr alas, but ks Black and white.
Nevertheless. his account made a splash. Never
before had an artide in Contemporary Discoveries

caased 3o many readens o wrile in. There was
praise and enthusiasen. So thrillad fo witness the
professor emenitus Magnus Onka wrote to the
journal. "Aravo to Deldeo for refsing fo believe that
owr entire planet had already been discovernd!

Dr. Van Maetlart complimented the Latin
names Dédeo gave to his discoveries. Just
pronouncing them is a defight, Moreover, they [
seamlessly with the names of awimal species we
wlready krow, lending the animals of Terra Ultima
something fimilar’

Al the same time, Deleo’s story was met with
suspicion and doubt in some guarters.

A colleagee from Argestina waniod 1o Know
why Dedeo only used drawings to recoed his
findings. N3 certainly “romantic™ but surely there
are more movern ways of gathering evidence!” Kees
Moeliker, director of the Natural Histoey Museum
in Rotterdam challenged Delece "Why don’t you
Dirlegy an assienal back with you next tisse? You could
tramsport it intact im @ bucket of ethanol’

Other colleagues noted that the animals Deeo
portrayed were all ‘cute, cuddly and eye-catching.
‘Many will be charmed by them, but | wonder
wivether they provide a complete picture of Terma
Uitima wrote Dr. Mozes Snodgras. Do no
cockroaches live there? Or has Deleo taken the pick
of the bunch?’

And so, the scientific community began to form
opinsans on Terra Ultissa, It did Deleo good 0
shure his discoveries. He enjoyed the pleasure his
colleagues got from it, as well as their critical
questions, Yet he also had his concerns. Any new
evidence he pet forwand would draw more
attergion to Terra Ultima Hadnt be already
revealed 100 much? And then the time taken up
replying to everyone.. "Dys go by’ Deleo sighs in
his dary. Shoulda’t I be spemding thar time on
Terra Ultima?”

The weight on Deleo’s shoulders
grew heavier, he Increasingly felt the
need to shake & off. All in all, he couald
only think of one solution; a new
expedition,

Deleo took stock: T have explored the
coust and the desert. Now if's time for the
Arctic Cirde” (A polar circle on Terra
Ultima? 1 couldn’t find anything in the archives
1o ssggest this Was it revealed to Deleo in a
dream? Or did the evidence not reach the
archive? I suspect the latter)

He reinforces his ship and his canoe so that
the e won't beeak them, He packs extra pencils,
in case the ink in his pens freezes. The list of
provisions grows: padded jacket, snowshoes,
mittens, earmuffs, two pairs of white long johns.
To reach the pole, he has 10 cross as inland swea in
southern Terra Ultima, Dedeo has calculated. Bt
first he must find the channel that will take him
to the sea. After more than a month of sailling,
Dedeo reaches Terra Ultima. He floats aloag the
coast for days, until he spots the channel. It Is
parrow, overnshadowed and easy to overlook
Deleo saills up it. Towering on either side of the
boat are rock walls that endlessly echo the sound
of his plursb lise plunging. The fusther he goes,
the colder it gets. He can see his own breath,

Arriving at the inland sea, he sails into the
mist. Visshility is 0 metres at the most

After two datys of sailing, the mist [ifted.
No land to be seen, not event on the mogt
distant hortzon, Whars maore, if wits
Impossible to ortentale myself, the needle
of the compuss spum ke a walch’s second
courler. No idea where the pole was. All
I could do was surrensder o the elersents

It gradually becomes warmer. Deleo

takes of his padded jacket When the sun beeaks
through the clouds his car warmers are thrown
into the hold. The sun turns itself up a notch and
Ddco ends up in just his losg johns on deck
Then the contours of land begin to emerge.

U wias bike sarling fmdo a diovama. As f
soeneore had cut mouniains out of green
cardboard aed stuck them i @ diagonal
row in @ clear Wue sea. The mountaing af
the rear forrmed an elongated chain covered
with trees, fall end exudresant, In two
places, @ snowy mountain peak protruded
froms the greenery: Wiaterfalls clattered
from the slopes. The shadows of closuds id
across the landsaape

Deeo sots course at random for the centre of the
mountain range. When he reaches its foot, a
warm wind blows his ship into a vast mangrove
swamp. Afler balf 2 day of navigating Lree roots
and shallows, be spots a small beach. He meors
there and sets up camp He has arrived, for the
third time. In the tropécs now.

He surveys his polar equipment with
amusement. Most likely only the canoe willl be of
any use here




THE THIRD EXFEIDIYION

SHEEN GREEN HARELY
Libvlinda hageformons

The shern green haerfly can strench doth ugyer and underions 1o the extrene.
Fosibaed lewves with bEerarhs have b fonnd fooe o far back as e Desorar
preriond Lo as® andlaon yrars ago ) Some s sugpest s ewreondinary over and
undertite. An carty ancovson of the dheen grovs hanefly waa probadiy responeidle
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‘ HONEY-BILLED STROLLENR
Peripatus mellirosdrataun
he bomey-beliod stralier spims & cocoon with i beuk. ¥ Jewves the orangr <oloused
e open on 0o tie ad decorsies (he operreg with o bright bilue cen. The covenn
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THIE THIRD sxFsuvion

AR 3, day 28

The niver | canoed along was wide but
calen, its current rapid but manageable

No whirlpools or dames (s tighdt, [ was
therefore unprepared for the chasm that
swddenly opened up before me.

It rim @cross the full width of the river
tike @ crack. The water, propelling me
forwarnd, was plumging right iméo ir. Witer
from the other side also thundered down
My camoe shol across it af full speed, its tip
femtreeing into the opposite bank with a
graring sownsd. [ was lan ".H’X(‘J"'nrm.xr;l‘
my head hit the bottom of the canoe

When I came to and dizzily opened my
eyvs, I saw bitse sky. There was a rushing
sowd ali around me. [ peered over the
edge of the canoe and saw that | was
suspericed above the gap. Below me, water
fezzed ansd churned l‘p-'m!-"(_n{ the sudes
with my paddle. The canoe was solidly
wedged, it was impossible to capsize -
witich was @ minor redssurance

f J

As I was suspended there, d question
thar kad beer asked years ago at one of my
lectures popped into my mind. I you could
choose between Terra Ultime or here,
which wosdd & be?' 1d repliad that I'd most
Fkely choose a coffee break, which had
ratsed a kugh. Afterwards, we met, Stern
wits his same: Nouh | Stern. | knew I
shrugged off his question bwit al the time #
Wil t deporiant fo rne, That only came

later, the mare | visited Terra Ultima

Now if was as though I was suspended
Bbetween two answers, On the ome harnd
I was being Jorced forward, deeper and
decper into Terra Ultirma, toward the
wnknown aad the uncertamm. On the other
hand, I was being pushed back, toward the
knowm, my u\'.'hl.kflu'.l. acchaim

I tied the paddie to the side of the canoe
and aftached the splash sail. | gripped the
canoe firmly witk both
hands, Ther, wsing my full
force, I threw my upper body

to ome side. The canoe revolvedd

8
\
\

or is tps ovto its side umtd [ was -
hanging upside down, It spun even &

furiher, and I wes wpright agaim
] was free. Below me the notse
swelled, water reaching u

With a movement of my
hips, 1 jerkedt [he fromt of the
canoe $0 that it sid down the
edge of the chasm, With a
comtrolled motion, | shot ‘
inlo the swirking N a
.fl';‘(.‘.‘l
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THE THIRD EXFEIDIYION

EAR 3. day 43/44

Yesterday, | started describing the plarts
on one of the bigges! smowriaing here.

I was fust besnding over o goanma fern
when a nodse swelled frome below. It came
from seven rivulets, flowing from different
directions. Once theyl reached the fool of
the mourtain, they energetically set about
climbing it. Soon they were gushing past
me on both sides. They were teanming with
mouse carp thal swam up the moundaim o
a rate of knols

I recogmised these streams; 14 seen
them before. The creek on the beach I'd
comie across during my fird visit... the
stream with the frogrles that had kept me
basy on a lader expedibion.

[ abardoned the vegetation and
clambered wpward with the streams. Over
tree roofs and mossy boulders, past free
trimks amd ferns, deferminad to follow
them 1o the very end this tiene, It was guite
a trek. | skipped breaks and dimbed the
whole might, The femperature dropped, the

wir grew tivin,

Ower the course of the following morning,
I noticed the vegelation becoming sparser.
The stroams raced their way wpwarnd
around mae. After a few hundred metres,
we reached the trecline. There was a recky
strip of no-man’-lind, beyond wivich a
glacier rose up. The stresirms and the mowse
carp put on @ funal sprirt, Shortly before
the glacter, they launched theymselves from
the rocks several feet up the wall of ice.
Waler and creatures tumbled through the

ait, glittering in the sun

There, high wp, o miracle fook place in
the few seconds between launching
themsalves and banding, the mouse carp
spawned. They hurled dviny strands of red
Qs info the wir just before they kit the fce,
slid down a few feet and froze solud.
Immediately they were buried by another
wauwe

In fifteers minures, ol the streams had
turred to ice. The mouse carp were
suspended silently in the crystal-clear
glacier - curled, twisled, upside down,
their legs and furs potmting in oll
directions, Between thern floated striegs of
£es

How mach time passed before |
recovered from the spectacle? Half an
howr, ar hour? The sun was high in the sky
by now and at the top of the moetain it
wuls peasceful, magmificent ard bominows,

My gaze roamed over the forests below
me and further toward the horrzon. In the
distance, something silvery appeared in
the sky. I thought back to mvy very first
encovnter with the mouse carp, years ago
on the beach. | thought of everything I had
experienced and discovered on Terra
Ultirma since then! How muck was [ still
discovering, day after day

There at the foot of the glacier, |
swddenly realised that | no lomger feel lke
un outsider. | hawe become part of Terra
Uttirma and it of me. | have arrived
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AFTERWORD

s an explorer. you dont know
beforchand what your journcy will
vield 1 know this first hand But
having to fumble about in the dark
afterwands, well, this is the first time. Here at
home, following my journey through Deleds

archives

used to. And yet, the question our fellow scientist

Sure, 1 know more about Terea Ultisna 12

Snodgrass asked in Confermporary Discoveries is
bugging me. Do | know everything now? Do al
the ‘cute, cuddly and cye-<atching creatures that
Deleo showed us really sell the whole story?

The archives included a note that sheds some
light on the matter. While compiling this book, |
read i1 mose than once ascd set it aside, | hanestly
didnt know what to make of it In the note,
entitled 'Childhood Memory', Dedeo describes his

first encounter with ‘nature in all i

perfeciaon
He was seven and his uncle Carodus had set him
down before an enoemous book. It was open at

an dlustration of a winding tree. There were

nameplates hanging from its branches. The tree
of life. Using the tree as a basis, Uncle Carclas
explained how nature worked. How one animna
species evolves from another. How cach animal
and plant occuples their own special place. His
uncle solemnly listed the Latin names biologists
ke to Cassify diflerent specics FHomo sapviens
Felis catus, Gonilla gina. They are concise names,
unique and  underdandable o everyone,
wherever you are in the workd

The young Deleo was aviounded How clear

and simple nature was! How accurate

biologists

were ahle to describe and name It

But then

Bang! My ur k shut
I was startied

admirafion, A Gaxd
bt far 1o simpve. As o malore can by

y
inndt comdrod af
O Terra Ultirma. 1 am "y iris
remunded of Unde Carolis’s wise wond
Tihe nature there drous and
erngmarx Jor cia s frees of

' 4 ‘1 p 4

I woRid cause confisson 1if { porfrayed
r

iF that way

claed (o gy st @

for now, ond

dadf s, plogsant ar

them. ] will give therm names that i

On enough amd raise

I fear theres no getting around #: the archive |
recenved was not only chaotic - & was incomplete
1 have conguered the chaos. Just look a this

book. So, surely, [ will be able 1o help Ddeo paint

a complete picture in doe coarse?

Deep in his heart, he knows it mest come. So
why the excuses? Why wast and seel | will set
aside some time In my diary in advance, | have
no objections. When Deleo s back from has

fourth expedition, we Gan get straight to work
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SCIENTIFIC NAME (IC2ZN)°

Apvculs cavaria

Andes rourmipecnmati
Batrackopur ke ontethun
Cocomells cataliats
Coccinellvrsns hesspodus
Covalleopandus perfaratus
Crax schizocephalys
COygnephadions prrocorpus
Cyprineems sdies mad rommaine
Diromeptery s dephovmcin
Ermimogecko molidactyla
Garrulys clipeatas

Carrules floncellins
Garaffs cochlaanata
Condlras pasesdemides
Harpyopass cormperforas
Hirundo 1ygopteryx
bolwura pyewoplylia
Leomats Chisvaera

Libeibie lypoformos
Mauestiga'lus svaniiobus
Nigrapadha byalatus

Nyctew ungwileta

Ok topoasum lewcostohue
Ovitetrax cormucavies
Oxpekras hppocastance
Ouylophus dendrostrophin
il abdosassanius
Papibomaens glawuca

Rarus coacdipermdv s

Prrca Chebvdawina

Pernpatur meldrostnatas
Phoemcopterus cervocephalas
Phoddotus rosimdodsens
Pagralagur peradopticas
Embryo Pinguiages presdopticus
Pyychornis keucoputs
Pyposcelu cephalopteniy
Panumulem sugopadivm
Bhepadurum coerules
Sarabarrang auova
Tatudo wedusa
Indhosphaens bitens
Tucsnoperning corosoforsm

Zaotcaphytus anemephorus

COMMON NAME

Canary bumblebeoe
Comb billed heron
White ballied frogioot
Lady diplobeg
Six-legged ladybear
Cocal leopard
Spi-hesded curasow
Swirling swan snake
Large-cyed mouse carp
Plectng elephoenix
Solt-%0e ermmogecko
Armour-platod oy
Flower-rafed juy
Gyral giratfe
Poseidons getllte
Horsed barpy cagle
Hiroafly

Lion sprout

Sheen groen haredly
Majessic fowd

Bee chick
Ungulated snowy owl
Pallid ectopossam
Hormed grouse
hestnut bug
Colling cuckoo
Flirting aldine fokole
flse speat

Slirgtedl chechadee
Perch martin

Hooey Mlled stroller
Farzingo awn
Scaled pokier

Lapte guin
Embeyonic lapin gun
Butterfly chichadeoe
Hermes' penguin
Sabretooth toucan
Sticky tdpole

Hlue fastaded frog
Golden edged frogtle
Jelly-Backed wrtle
Furtifur

Toucan twin crab
Wind wakser
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